January 26, 2025

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION
P: Beloved in the Lord, let us confess our sins to God our
Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, | by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
And all the people gathered as one man into the square before
the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book
of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. So
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could understand what they heard, on
the first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing
the square before the Water Gate from early morning until
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand. And the ears of all the people were
attentive to the Book of the Law. And Ezra opened the book in
the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and
as he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen,
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. They read
from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and



scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the
people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn
or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of
the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and
drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing
ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for
the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

3 Gracious Savior, good and Kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON



PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon

you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

HYMN Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.

2 Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,



But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.

4 So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow’r may know.
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