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Oh, How Precious is His Word - Part Il
By Vern Deadmond

The third type of soil or heart described in the parable is a life full of worry. Look here in Like 8:74, "R dhe coes M
=l enpEmy s A fhase by, wiiEn Thay b Besrs], o ool and are ehaiyes) nilh carss, MEbes, and Flessares
! (e, Sl Bt 0 (Al 00 meedatis © This person may have been a Christian for 50 years, but his garden is full of
weads, thistles, and thoms, He womias about being able to keep those things that he has worked $0 hard to get, his
career, his health, his home, his cool looking car. He even worries about what he is going 1o eat tomomow, what he is
going to wear for clothes, is he going to have enough to live on? This person becomes a workahelic, never having enough
time to pursue God, because he is pursuing physical and tangible things, what he has is never enough. He relies on his
owm abilities, his own talents, and his own strength, believing he has to physically work hard to earmn the blessing of God.
This person is frustrating the grace of God. He is not seeking to know God intimately; therefore, eternal life is elusive and
beyond his grasp. He questions why is the Waord not working for him, what does he have to do to increase his faith, how
does he make God move on his behalf, does God even hear his prayers? He hears about the blessings and promises that
are his, but he is not seeing these things come to pass. In pride he believes he obtains God's promises and blessings
thraugh his labor and his salf-effort, but when bad news comes, he warries and takes the care onto himsalf,

Jesus tells us, in Matthew 6:25-268, “TTharaars, [ sy o pa, alp 5] wgry albaet pear s, eleed vee willl et e ried
e el ebfiely por oo pear bosly wibad e ol pad an 2 mod 1R meee Then foed and fhe bodlr mare Theam
aleihing? Lozl af M birds o the oy Moy ey oedilber Sdor @20 e mer Gediee uks bermsys [ oo ey
(FadiEr fasels dhEm. Srs e med & mears v e feerd Oh, how much God loves us, He promisas to take care of
us. Jesus continues to say in Marthew 6:31-34, “TTsreifomg, @ mod sy, sepugg, Tl sl e et o Tl sl
v alrtnlrF ar Tl akal we weard Fer aftizr a1 fheee dhings tie Geniiee oeeEl Fer veor DeewEmly Fetier (s
Tt pri ecd o Mhasd FiEms. Eg sl el s Mugi oF S and K Anfiteersress, aed ol fhass dhiuges
ahedl B ETEEE 0P e VIIRFEIEE, O HEG R S GReiarran, (Er Gamarree ol Ery Sheon fiE e Auns.
Sntheiznt oy The aEypy io i oom ooz

How do we seek the kingdom of God? We plant ourselves alongside the rivers of water, we have a relationship with God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Chrisl, this is eternal life = 1o know God. John 17:3 says, =50 fs & alirmed i, Dot
My iy Srodgy TRag, A Emdy e S, o e Girsd wedbas W e &30t ® Again, it all comes down to the seed
of God's kingdom which we sow in our heart and soul. | know of no other way to grow in the knowledge of God except
through His Word, And there can be no harvest of fruit produced if there is no seed sown because there is no fruit to be
had. Just look at a farmer’s field, if there is no seed planted in it, there are only weeds and thoms growing in it. The farmer
iz not tending to the ground as he should. Likewise, you need to make a decision, do you only want weeds growing in
your life, sucking you dry of your [ife? Without the life that God gives us, we are unable 1o sustain ourselves, God is the
fountain of Living Water that will nourish vou, vou will never thirst again. In fact, the Living Water will flood and drown the
weeds in your fields.

Let's consider Matthew 6:32-33, “..... far e hesvemly Fodbar s e pae e ol Tess s, Sl sl fst e
Caftgaten b G ol B rigbiasmenses, o ol These Qiins sial be setd=e 0 prmn” Stop and read this set of Scrip-
tures again. Do you see it? God fully knows what we have need of, but most of us haven't even sought after Him. The
only time we turn to the Seriptures is when we have a need, and often that need is an urgent one. God needs to come
through by tomorrosw moming or its all done. | am nod irying o be sarcastic, but most of you don't have any seed planted
in your heart to grow inte anything, Have you sought God to know Him instead of saeking Him at your time of need, and
only when it is convenient for you? If you've been pursuing Him with your whole heart, you have seed in the ground of
your heart that is growing and the harvest is ripe. But, if you anly start planting seed when vou have a need, how can you
expect that seed to grow and produce overnight? What farmer plants seed today, and then expects to harvest it
tomormow?

There is a natural law of seed, ime, and harvest; and this law is applicable in God's kingdom. We read, in Luke 4:26-29,
"And Jesus said, “iToe Mgmeenm o @06 i 82 2 man shewly seatiar sed) 60 1o groeme, ams sbewls sz By

O i S By dpy, Ot (e Send) Slidarrd SEede Hnd Freg O Minsell dees mo Ik e FEr O eael pdsits
armEe Gy Haal? fred the Bipdly, Than dbe Sead), afier @at Mue ol gradn i dhe besd o wiben @b grede fpans,
fooechonsly be ol b Goe afells, e e baresd s eams™ Jesus equates the natural law of seed, time, and
harvest to the kingdom of God. We don't know how a little apple seed becomes a large free and produces fruit for years to
come; it just happens. But it doesn’t happen overnight, we have to factor in “time’. And just like any seed, how does the
Word of God grow? We don't know how it grows, but it needs time to produce fruit. We need o be responsible farmers in
the kingdom of God, planting His Word in our hearts continuowshy. We can plant one seed, and receive a small harvest
when It is ready; or what if you planted 100 seeds? How much frult do you want in your life?

I was this type of Christian described as the third type of soil for most of my adult life, until | stumbled into the truth. In frus-
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tration | staggered argund in the dark wanting mare of God bul | was ignorant of how 1o pursue Him, Until one day when
Hiz Holy Spirit revealed to me that everything that | wanted and that | was looking for comes through a deep, personal,
and intimate relationship with Him. Let's lock here at 2 Peter 1:3, "... a5 His divine power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godiiness, through the knowledge of Him." Instead of pursuing those things | wanted and
thinking | needed to be 'doing’ to make God do for me, | only needed to pursue Him and know Him with my whole heart
and my soul. | had struggled thinking | had to eam God’s promises for myself, thinking | had to be good enough for Him, |
too had been captive in a dark cell. | was blind to the grace of God and didn’t understand it at all, and | was trying to make
God move on my behalf. But then | discoverad God's grace. In a nutshell, | remember the moment | called out and prayed
to Him, laying aside my "self. Within two weeks, God put in motion plans that fulfilled the scriptures in Jeremiah 29:12-13,
"Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your heart. | will be found by you, says the Lord, and | will bring you back from
your captivity.™ Within cne vear | came to the realization that | was in the midst of an awesome joumey. Oh, how | wish |
wiould have started this journey 20-40 years ago, but instead | let religion hinder God™s plan for me and | went my own
path. It is never too [ate to call cut and seek Jesus with your whole heart, start by calling out to Him. it has been an
amazing jourmey o know my God and my Creator, and it will never end unless | choose to end it 1 want 1o know Him more
and more, and | cannot do it aside from His Word.

The last iype of ground that Jesus mentions in the Parable of the Sower is the good ground. Mow, Luke B:15, =S dhs
Eae Toet (G em fe Heed] Jreemd £ e e, Deving ieers @be e and wilh £ oo ond feed Desrg, S i
] Erasr il il pediames" This i the enly Christian that will bear fruit and produce any fruit in their life, This Christian
has a real and meaningful relationship with God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, seeking and pursuing God with his
whola being. He loves the Word of God and he loves to listen to the voice of God's Holy Spirit teach him and o revaal the
mysteries of the Word. God will talk to anyone who has a noble and good heart, a heart that desires and pursues after
Him. Whal great jov you experience when you hear God's voice inside of you,

There is no relationship with God if the Word of God is not prionty in the believer, A disciple of Jesus believes the truth and
integrity of God's Word, regardless of what the world may say that contradicts His Word, and never doubts the truth of His
Word. John 1:14 tells us, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” The Christian who says there are things he can't balieve or
accept, that are writlen in the Bible, makes me question if the supposed Christian is really saved. We need to accept the
truth of God's Word by faith.

« John 6:47, s 17 peoy ot m? Seltees s (Moses) werfiigs, Mo wlll e Sl iy o=

«John 10:25-26, “Jasws snsered ez, T oo e, and e dF oed bz, The vk 2ot [ de 5 00y Fadicrts
OB, e begr ntivEss of (e Sav yow @ met belive, HREEsE pew £ ool af My segE, 52 0 sl i pon.™
«John 14:1, Slai mEd Eerr hear be franiz ey baliiee in Gnd, Salitzve alee i 0

Throughout the Gospel of John, an overall theme Jesus speaks continually is in regards to us beligving Him. He is the
Word of God and yves, we need to accept the truth of His Waord by blind faith. What we believe does not change the truth
of God’s Word, therefore accept and believe God's Word. Believe as a little child believes, as Jesus tells us in Mark

10: 18, Wammreetvy, [ sy to pEy, wibaersr dies nod reesfe O Miagnatzm of @ a2 & [l clbdi el Gy o o
s (1. The kingdom of God contains all the promises of etemnal life, and if we are always the etemal pessimist, never
accepting God's fruth without proof first, those promisas will be out of reach o us. Always bear in mind, it is not God that is
withholding His great and precious promises back from us, He takes great pleasure in giving us the things of the kingdom.
Loke 12:32, "I0e e teag, e dizal, for 10 e Fedvarls Seed Eieasrs 48 @i He die HRgeEm.® This is 2 con-
tinuation of =,.. sEE e dbe Agdea of @5E.. ¥, 50 as we saek and pursua the kingdom of God with our whola heart,
He does not held back any of the benefits of His kingdom. But, it is our responsibility to pursue a relationship with God the
Father and Jesus the Word, As we seek Him and to know Him, the Word that has been sown in us will take root and
produce fruit in our lives; this is truth according to His Word.

In this Parable of the Sower, the seeking and believing heart is the only type of ground that produced any fruit or harvest
in the kingdom of God, The good ground is the good and noble heart that seeks and pursuas to know God. This knowing
God is more than intellectual knowledge, the orginal Greek word implies that vou also expenience God. This knowing God
comes from spending ime with Him, fellowshipping with Him through dwelling and mediating in His Waord, When you
begin the joumay to really know God, the Waord becomes alive to you, God's Holy Spirit will spaak to you as you raad your
Bible, speaking revelation to vou as you experence His goodness in your life.

Don't doubt in the truth of God's Word, and don't gquestion how His Word grows and produces life in us. We only need 1o

believe and trust that it does. This is faith in Him. Jesus tells us in Mark 4:27, “... fd fe sees sbaols sprme sl

g, (e Mol ofsae med oy (e ™ We don't know how the Word of God grows inside of us, but just accept and
confinued on page 4
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS US. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEYVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramr Jhognests
Just a fow lines i bet you know that vou are in my thouwghts
and prayers. Praying for Skylar. | saw the surgean again, he
will only do surgery on my back as a last resort, | think due to
my acrta. He ordered another cat scan for it. Overall, I'mi
doing okay. Just dealing with things as they come with the
grace of God I'l be healad. Just standing on His Word, His
promises and | kniow He is faithful. Doesn't matter what the
doctor or cat scan reports say,
I kmow whiat God's Word says ... W.H.

| have a prayer request. | would like prayer for my coming
parale and for me when | go to missionary school that | have
been approved togo to upon my release from prison, | can't
wait to show people how God showed Himself through me
around the world. | can't walt to hear from y'all, | am praying
for the (X3 4% group and hope to hear from you soon ... R.G.

I'm thankful for the volunteers we have been blessed with
here. The chaplain has started having a little chaplain's service
every other Thursday, Unfortunately, it hasn't drawn any of
the brothers in so far. The [ast time we went my cellmate and |
were the only men to attend. 5o, please have the G{343 Join
together in interceding on our behalf that these men on this
vard will be attracted to the services available and draw into a
mare intimate communion with the Lond .. M.D.

Flease pray for my release ... 5.M.

by prayer now is for God (o make a way for an early release
for me. | miss my children so much and my parents. Please
stand in prayer with me that God will make a way for me to
go home early. | belisve He has already made a way for me.
Mow He is just preparing me and moelding me into the waoman
I need to be in Christ Jesus. Also, pray for ny family, my
parents, children, grandchildren, sisters, brother, nieces,
nephews and in-laws for God 1o always keep them safe and
protect them from COVID-19. | will also pray for everyone
there at the Shwreomers for (3 frist, God bless you all and may
God shine His light upon you all ... Amen ... ViR

| will keep you in my prayers and | ask you to also pray for me
and my freedom from prison ... LA,

Could all you at Overcomers, please pray for my ace Deuce's

grandson, Dillian, He just suffered an overdose ending up in

ICL). Pray that the Lord open his eyes to the fact he's not only

hwrting himsell but also all those who love him and that the

good Lord relieves him of all that feeds his addiction. Lowe to
yv'all short and tall! Vaya Con Dios ... FOOT

Praise Neports
Well, | got the COVID-19 and then got a transfusion so |
could fight it, and then my taste and smell retumed, I've
never been that knocked back by the flu in my life. It was
great that they were offering high nisk medical persons the
transfusion with antibodies to fight it because of my
weakened immune system.
Well, thanks for all your prayers ... 5.M.

My walk with Christ has been so beautiful, | have never felt
50 much peace. Although | miss my children and parents so
very much God has given me peace, My life before prison
was 50 dark and lonely. The relationship | was in was so
abusive, mentally, emotionally and physically. Drugs made it
ten times worse. | never knew what my purpose in life was, |
always felt like | was stuck ina cyche of drugs and one
abusive relationship after another, During those times, |
always believed and prayed that God would save me and my
parents prayed non-stop throughout those years. Although
my heart hurts being away from my family, | am thankful
God brought me to a place of safety. | still remember that
night before | got arrested. | fell on my knees crying asking
God to remove me out of the relationship | was in. My heart
was 50 broken | asked God to remove the drugs out of miy
life and to save me. The next night on June 18, 2018, | was
arrested. Praise God!! ... V.F.

Thanks for the letter, for it touched me and | praise God for
the good naws | receive in here. It brings joy to my eyes and
lowe in my heart, | know in my heart, mind, body and soul
that I'm an Overcomer. The word Cvercomer seems like a
new word that I've just learned. Right now, my days are
spent in a cell by miyself 23 hours out of each day with no TV,
newspaper or magazines. All | have is my Bible, the SYS3
newsletter and things that other churches around the world
send. Well helieve it or nat, it's all | need and | thank God for
the situation P in. IUs 2 blessing to know Christ and to see
Him working in my life. | want to thank you guys again for all
you do for us prisoners. You guys have truly helped me as an
Dwvercomer and a stronger Christian ... J.A.

Greetings in the strong name of Jesus! | wanit (o thank you
all for your prayers and support over the |ast ten years. I've
beean in for twelve yvears now and the anly mail | get is fram
vou, I've been blessed, On year eight of my incarceration,
Prasident Obama commuted my federal life sentence to 27
vears. Then in 20019, | was finally given the eight week treat-
ment and cured of Hep C, a disease | had nearly twenty
years. | still have a long way to go until release, but next year
|l could actually make it to a camp ... DN
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Oszomis for Slislst
Svom thie “Suside

Fraise God! And God bless ALL the 'Owvercomers’| What a great time to allow our faith in our God (o get us through each
day! | pray all things are going smooth and graceful for ALL the E-Iiui family. As for me things here and with me, well -
God is good and ‘things® are interesting. My family is well, by the grace of God, and | am facing each day with joy in my
hearn so glory to God!

I'm swre that when | leok back at this time | will realize {hat this is one of those chunks of fime that went by fast. You know,
like when you get moved to a new yard or reclasscd and get to know the new things about a changed custody or even
sometimes when you get a new celly. That first litthe while or like 6 months of getting into the new groove always seemed
to fly by, that is for me anyways. | will probably look back in a year or 5o and think, *Man that went pretty quick. Praise
God!"

I'm hoping that this fire season gets us going and we get busy. Then, before | know it I'l be looking back thanking God for
the lessons in patience and understanding of His Word. You wrote about it in the newsletter, My understanding, or what |
was led o believe about God as a youth was, well, lel's just say, it isn't what | sea now in His Word or in my day to day
walklrelationship with Chrst. Truly knowing God and seeking knowledge through His Word and the Spirit in me, has
indeed changed me. It changed the way that | look at things, the way | see things, it changed the world around me and it
has changed the ‘'me’ the world around me sees. | hope that makes sense 1o someone today.

The Final Judgment
By E.G.

I'll open with these words from Jesus here in Matthew 25:31-36, "I (i Sem e e cemes o 60 aes aed all
i [ty ageds wilh GHIG Miem G roll &l e fhe dhees e (s aiEm s A0 s mefts el G el Sinm L
o e s e e telt e o el fo il ot e el stals Hreph el e s s s ieepfieornmit el oo SR Heludl S e e
A ke ) R N (R o (et e (T 1 oy s (e, ) e ST e o o et o) (e (LA Ao, ey, [9er
hlessErfafiddEathedinhen it elkingdamiprep apedito geoufirami fetfaunndatinologrhelwend oS o i a sEHT G

Ly eiio g awe v et ao i s s ta o o aeefdeloead e g s ials e e iy ol tom ki el s g S8 ok sl
auiclothaalMedihwastsic kianalyauivisitediMedibvashnfnnsanlandlyo ilc ameltolMals

I want to be at the judgment seat of Christ. What I'm saying is, | want to be on the right hand of Christ. Lisien to what He
says about those on the left side, “ifos [ el i (D fiess Eo dos 050 eE S LT il P, (0 G Es) CEs;
fhorke s s (s e (o (s el aroe) (s damens,™ (Matthew 25:41) Yes, | have a passion, or I'm deeply
moved to feed children that are hungry and have nowhere (o get food and | want 1o halp the poor as well, | developed this
passion when | was in South unit and 've never stopped wanting to do it. Jesus Himsell, in Marthew 25:40, said, “The
King will say, 1 tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were
doing it to mel*" Jesus just said, whather we do these things or we don't do thesea things we are either doing it unto Him
or against Him. 3o, | want to be the one doing these things unto Him. I'm thankful that someone reached out to help me.
Robert has helpad me so very, very much and | thank him so much, Now the thing for me 1o do is to reach out and pass it
on.

My brothers and sisters, | encourage you bo put all things away that don'l edify the body of Chnist. We need to get up in
the moming and put on the Whole Armor of God. In this way we'll be able to stand against the wiles of the dawvil. IF's like |
was talking with our good brother 'Duck’, we nead 1o always bé ready to give an account for our life. Or another way of
saying it is, we showld be able o be accountable for the places and the things we've been and done. It might be that
everything is taken care of in this life. Bul the day 15 close al hand when we must stand at the throne of Chnst, or the great
white throne. I'd rather be at the throne of Christ! Yes, | want to stay away from the great white throne, at least as far as
walking against God.

Well now, God bless and please always remember how precious Jofm 3:76 is. Why 7 because God loved us 50 much that
He gave His only Son 50 thal we could have everlasting life if only we would believe in Him, Listen here to John 3:36,
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Susomes oy Shiplst
Srom thie “Suside

“And anyone who believes in God's Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn't obey the Son will never experience
eternal life but remains under God’s angry judgment.” After reading the first part of that verse | hope that you too will
believe. And when you do you won't have to worry about the second half of it. Yesterday you may not have known this but
today you have no excuses. Today a cool breaze has told you and the option & still yours.

Bobby Joe sent this message fo you ail from the ‘outside”

Mever Lose Faith
By P.O,

Medically, I've been going through a lot of tests. Almost every 2-3 days a week 've been going all over the Valley to differ-
ent specialists at threa different hospitals. Finally | end wp at the Cancer Treatment center in Goodyear,

The oncologist spent all day putting me through maore tests. At tha end of the day he comes in my room and tells me,
"Joshua 1:9.7 | zaid, "Huh?® Then he =aid, "There's a Bible in the drawer of the bedside table. Read Joshua 1:9 and 171
see you in the moming for more (ests.” Stll confused again | said, "Huh? The CO called Complex and told them that |
was being admitted, to send relief for them and hung up. Then he pulled open the bedside table dravweer and gave me the
MEJV large print Bible that was there. | read Joshwa 1:2, "Have I not commanded you 7 Be strong and of good
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

MNext day they did six more tests and then off to my room where | was finally getting to aat something. My doctor even
ordered my food, double cheese burger, fries, apple pie and strawbermy milkshake! Totally awesome! When the food came
| saw there was a card on my tray from the oncologist that read, "You don't get discouraged. Don't lose faith, hope or love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Be strong, God guides my hands, my heart and my soul. He told me to take care of vou, He has
a plan for you, Remember Joshua 71:9.°

The next day they released me from there 50 | was back here on the yard on Friday. On Saturday, the property officer
brings me a Bible and a chain and Cross that Rita had ordered and sent while | was in the hospital, The front of the Cross
has Joshua 1:9 on it and on the back, the whole verse!

MNOW! Mo one can tell me that God doesn't work in mysterious ways! When | told Rita about my doctor and what he said.

Then | asked her if that was the verse she wanied on the Cross, She told me, " just ordered a chain and a Cross. | had no
idea if anything was going to be on it or not. | just told them the size and length.” Just then | felt the peace of Jesus
surrcund my whole body and | told Rita, "The cancer is called G.1.5.T. and it's in 2 inches of my small intestines, gallblad-
der, appendix and right kidney, BUT! God's not done with me yet. Have faith honey, they're going to cut it all out, 11 do
Chemo and its never going to come back again! Jesus told me s0, just now!™ Right then she asked me, "Do you believe
that? | answered, " do 100% honestly believe it, with no doubt.”

Two weeks later, | went in to prepare for the surgery but all of my vitals were way oo low to continue, All of my doclors are
Christians. When they saw thesa vitals they all went into another room and praved. Thirty minutes later they came b me
and said, "God said, "Not ioday. Reschedule it.™ I'm not going to lose faith. Mo way, no how!

Here's something real crazy. All four of my doclors have the same Cross and chain that Rila sent to me. | saw it with my
own eyes when we met again for the rescheduled appontment. | had mine on and 50 did thay. The two CO's seen it as
well, they're Christians too. The doctors and | sat there and prayed together in agreement about God guiding thelr hands
in my future surgery. Surgery is rescheduled soon but | can't know the date (security protocol) but | am at paace with it
now mone than | ever was before. Praise God!

Amen, Amen and Aman!

Dwuck note: Just moments before reading this article | was on the phone with Bifa. She fold me, "Piwl has undergone
extensive chema. In fact, these same doctors mentioned here have called in a fellow doctor from Japan fo came o the
USA fo hedp freat PO, They all are amazed by his body's receplion fo these reatments. The cancer is deteriorating and
passing out of his system, aithough he has other uwndarying things o deal with the doctars know that God Is doing a
mighty work in bis lfe. Rita also told me, "Thank you all for all your prayers on BO.'s behalf.,”
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Toots Pible Study
Jeremiah 18:1-23:28

When God's living message of forgiveness and love becomes fire in your bones, you will also feel compelled to share it
with others, regardless of the results. (20:7-18)

Too often we expect God to help us in our time of trouble E‘u'EI'I wa have ignored Him in our time of prosperity. But
God wants a lasting relationship, u trying to build & lasti |p with God, or are you merely using Him occa-
sionally to escape troubla? What you think of y or fnanﬁ. if thay thought of you as only a temporary
resource? (21:1-14)

Jehoiakim has been hardheaded and hardhearted si i_,- :

ity always took a higher priarity than his relationships with God.
time for God, stop and ask which is mone im . ='__..-. orts of this life or a close relationship with God? (22:21)

lidhood. Gn-d warnad him, but he refused to listen. His prosper-

Our joy, prayers, and thankfulness should not fluctuate sircumstances or feelings. Obeying these three

commands - be joyful, keap on praying and b i DeE anE U nat | inclinations. When we make a
conscious decision o do what God says, howeve perspective. When we do God's
will, we will find it easier to be joyful and tha 5

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

As we live for Christ, we will experience troubles because we are trying to be God's people in a perverse world. Some
people say that troubles are the result of sin or lack of faith, but Pal ; 25 that they may be part of God's plan for
believers. Our problems can help us look upward and forward, instes . Sea Mark 13:35-36; Philippians
3:13-14. They can build strong character. Read Romans 5:3-4. They g Us with opportunities to comfort others

lal, 2 Lord. We must be defeated before we
can have the ultimate victory. Wouldn't it be batter 10 saek the prosparity than to wait till His judgment is

upon us? (83:13-18)

Proverbs 25:15 s
LT e, " &
Being patient and soft spaken can get you much farther in life than you might think. (25:15)

“Foot” Notes

Via the fringes of social media! Hey y'alll Can you h&lmfi‘? They've given me the ability to email, Hal Hal What
were they thinking? | believe the bast part is that Wade and miss Michelle will na longer have to spend hours
trying to d&dplmr Yy m’ibhﬂngl

hat us old folks do) and have recognized places where
i but they all tried to protect’'save me from myself. | can
nowe ralish the fact that God J’r:aS been with me 2 'f_ | of you would do the same you'd gel the same result,

Love you all short and tall ... Vaya con Dios! .. . Don't ride hﬂef than your angels can fly!

thh"t-.n.\‘hi-.‘rﬁ for 8 L{ﬁn-a. 2.0, Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Oh, How Precious is His Word - Part Il by Vern Deadmond continued from page 4
believe it does, and be patient. As time goes by, we watch it begin to change our lives. Just like a natural seed, which is
smaller than a fingemail, it grows into plants and frees producing life giving food.

Again, some seeds lake longer than others to produca fruit. The principles or laws of God's kingdom operate similar as
the laws of nature. | don’t know of any seed that we can plant today, and wake up tomaorrow and eat of its fruit. But there
are so many Christians who never plant the seed (His Word) of God's kingdom into their hearts. And then when an emer-
gency arises, thay turn to God's Werd and look for it to immediately produce the nead. An example of this is the Christian
that never spends fime meditating on God's Word for themselves, and then they recene a bad report from the doctor that
they have stage 4 cancer, Fear enters in and they worry about what will happen. As a last resor, they go to God's Word
looking for the drive-thru fast miracle, But fear and worry choke out the Word from taking root and growing.

Begin now to create and plant vour own garden in your heart, allowing the Word of God to produce His life in you. Every-
thing you need in this life is provided through His Word. One of these promises | have believed for is to live in divine
health. Psalms 91:10 reads, “No ewvil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling.” Imagine a life
where you have no physical ailmenis. The Word says no evil will happen 1o you; no sickness will come near you. You
have no reason to fear when you have the promises of God being produced inside of you, Let the Word of God become
real to vou, plant it in your heart and belisve it — and start Iving according to it. How wondearful it is not to get sick. You are
net of this word; therefore, you do not have o partake in the flu season or the cold season. Cancer will not come
knocking at your door, | challengé you 10 begin to search God's Wond for thase promises, 1o believe them, and 0 ive
accordingly.

Another promise we have from His Waord is in Titus 2:71-72, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodiiness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age.”™ There is a power in God's grace that will teach and help us live sin free. His power oparating
in your life will help you deny any iemptations of sin that is common to us. Jesus was a man who walked the earth, and

He was able to resist all ternptations of sin as a man; not as God, but as a man. He was full of grace and truth, these are
the things that enabled him to live sin-free, and we have the same things available to us. God's Word is truth, you only
need (o plant it, receive and believe it, Remember James 1:21, "... lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wicked-
ness, and receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save your sowls.” It is the Word of God that
will produce a supematural strength and power inside of us, enabling us to say no 1o the lemptations of sin.

Finally, | encourage you 1o desire and develop a love for God's Word, A good place to start in your Bible is reading the
entire chapter of Psalms 119, it extols and praises God's Word. | leave you with Psalms 119:18, “Open my eyes, that [
may see wonderous things from Your Word, " Start to pray this Scripture on a regular basis, asking God the Father to
reveal the mystenes of His Word that you may receive the awesome revelalions in His Word, These hings are concaaled
in His Word for us, the righteousness of God. After yvou pray this, then go to your Bible and begin to read it and you will be
amazed. God Bless all of you!

The Void
By Steve Arterburn

"My son, if you accept my words and sfore up my commands within you, turning your ear fo wisdom and
applying your heart (o uinrderstanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden freasure,
then you will understand the fearof the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” - Proverbs 2:7-5

For several summers in the 1850s, Howard Mumma was a guest minister in Paris. There he met the existentialist philoso-
pher, Albart Camus, who was coming to church 1o hear the great organist, Marcal Dupré, Eventually Mumma's sermaons
stirred Camus, 50 the two men met several times o discuss Camus' questions about the Christian faith. In one conversa-
tion, Camus said, "The reason | have been coming to church is because | am seeking. I'm almost an a pilgrimage,

seeking something to fill the void that | am expenencing, and no one else knows. Certainly the public and the readers of
my novels, while they see that void, are not finding the answers in what they are reading. | am searching for something
that the world is not giving me.” Ane you where Camus was? Searching for that something? The best gift we can recenve is
precisely what the world can't offer, true, etemal life through Jesus Christ. All you gotta do is ask.

Fol FACTS

The world's busiest airpor is Hartsfield-Jackson in Atlanta through which over 100 million passengers fravel in a year.

Ohercomers for (Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050
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What Others Are Saping...

“Whal ywou shared aboul Skylar's recovery in the Jan 2021 issue was not inspinng, bul a powerful testimonial to God's
grace and healing power! | love reading and hearing how God works in people’s lives, some powerful stuff. God bless vou
and know that everyone at G\3 438 are in my thoughts and prayers.” - W.R.

"l have bean séeaing and réading your newslatter and always enjoy réading how others have found help in the newslatters,
I am cne of them. Until today | have never written 1o your program. As you have seen by my D.OLE. number | have done
some serious time. The reason that | know about God is because | have been around other inmates that received these
newsletters, I'm asking if you would please put me on your mailing ist? - AM.

“As always, thank you for the wonderful newsletters that | receive monthly, they give me hope and a foundation to build
on. You all are part of the reason | am who | am today, a child of God. [ron sharpens inon, right!? | find it 50 amazing how
God uses all kinds of people and something as small as an ant to teach us His wisdom, It seems they have no sense of
direction, no captain and vet they are organized, energetic and have goals. We can mess up whatever they are doing, but
they don't give up, They just star all over again, This is very encouraging, don't you think?" - C.5,

“Dear family at the EXS4%, | love you people, and appreciate all you do for us. Thank you for the Christmas and birthday
cards, your thoughtfulness brings a smile to my face every time | view them. God bless all of vou, May His favor rain down
on you, and His blessings overtake you. Live a life of wership, for God is most glorified in our worship.” - R.A.

*Ehwercomers for S frist, Pm writing to inform you that | am going home in 2 weeks. So, I'm canceling my subscription to your
manthly newsletter. As | have written before, when changing prisons, your newsletters were always encouraging 1o those
of us incarcerated believers. | ahways took advantage of the artwork and cover pages by using them for decorations. |
even shared the armwork on the church bulletin board. Thank you all again for your prison ministry. Mamy souls need 1o
know that they are loved by people in the outside world.” - A.K.

@%" LIS @g@: Qi

Hello, I would like to give you all a little bit of my testimony and ask you if you would please place me on the mailing list for
your 12 page magazine, Ghwromrs Gr (Shvist? My name is RS, and | am a believer in God and | accepted Christ Jesus into
my heart and life in January of 1992, | can honestly say that that was The Best Day of My Life!

The Best Day of My Life
By R.S.

Before Christ | was in a word of sexual addiction since the age of 5 years old. You see, both of my parenis had pom and
of course, as a kid I was nosey and | always found the nude books like The Joys of Sex thera in their room. Evenything
wenl doenihall frarm there.

My dad drank heavily and he was the disciplinary in the family. S0 when | got in trouble, | literally was beaten for if. My
dad worked at a mill and my mother was a housewife thal watched daytime 'soaps’ and gambled, We were Catholic and
we seldom, or better yel, never wenl to church. My parents showed their love by buying me things like TV, radio and video
games for my room., Even though they provided me with thesea things, | had an anger and rage problem where | would
throw things and break them.

MNeediess to say, at the age of 12, | went to foster home for 7 years with the same family. This family already had two sons
and a daughter and miost of the time | was with the younger son. They were Roman Catholic and wenl to church all of the
time, | did go o church with them, for awhile, but when they would do the 'Lord’s Supper’ (Communion) | would act like |
was sick so evenlually they stopped taking me.

I'm not 2aving that it was all bad with this family because | do remember some fun times. We went on camping rips, some
being six to twelve weeks where we stayed in ¢cabins. In high schodl, | did a bike camp for three days and two other
camps for 12 days, where we ‘roughed it using tarps, dry food and learning to use a compass and maps. One time we
went to Bay Beach Amusement Park in Green Bay and another time to Six Flags. These times werne fun for me.

Eventually the sexual addiction got me in froutle and | landed here in prison with a 30 year sentence of which | have now
done 25 years. But | refuse to let that define mel Since I've been hera I've gotten a Master degree in Christian Education
because | 'want 10 do missionary work. 've completed all the programs they've asked of me and | attend all of the church
events. That is right up until this little or no movement’ palicy went in to place, We now have tablets so | read a Iof and
listen to lote of Christian music.

Shwrcomers for (hirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Mind Blown? \"'-

By Foot —-
The Spirt woke me up at 3:00am prompting mem. whal a gift God has given mel An epiphany, the greatest

vahdation, or more simply stated "HOLY CRAPI™ Many of ave the belief that God only uses us-once we turm our
messed up lives over 10 Him and become bom again. YWell nathing tould-be further from the-truth. 1 had that beliel as well.
Once | started reading the Word and leaming about God my foughts were that NOW God can use me to help others
whosa lives have been on a similar path and this would al owercoma theserap and find tha same inner paace
and joy that has been growing in me daily since May of 2005. You , being an example of what's possible.

Well, last night | received a letter in the mail and the name on the ress looked familiar bot | couldn® quite place
it. For one thing it came from Tennessee and the name was net the n of the only guy I'Enew who [&ff here for there.
. Once opened and within three lines a flood of memories sufaced from 1981 . thifly years'aga. This was from an old
i whio was up in Winshow with me. He kicked with me and my ace d sat the time. This wasa point in my lifesthal
5 fusled by drug addiction, delusions of oullaw riches, and notoriety, Thi gl the time wanted 1o come along for the
ride. The plan was 1o “;:5 all to meet up once we're free and Tulfill these igno ns. o this never came to be on
this cat’s part but it did 1e o pass for myself and.my ace deuce and truth be t r much thought afhis cat not

making contact. ap

Fast forvard thirty years to this Iétlsr. lang story shord my old friend is apelogizing for =35
- us bul instead made the choice to get his life back on track, which he did, he got marrigd. |

i5 word !.n:rj::':r: up with

and he experienced both the joys and also the losses of living a real life. | know you're
He came to the Tealizali Lif he would have kept his word the only outcome would have beer 2 lfe Tn prisor
and he wanted neither O -he changed directions and has had a good life. The point is this, God was using me 30

years ago o reach my friend before he too ended up wilh a life sentence even though | was still rolling "FOOL steam
ahead”, for God was not a common topic of convarsation at that time in my like Ay friend closed his letter stating that he
would understand if | chose not to respond,_ Yt ¢ that whole mindset of " you're nothing if your word's no gand ™. Well
nothing could be further from the truth in this*m ahce WWith tears of joy in my ayes | answerad his latter. Not only has -
my friend had a good life but t’vab&enshmm nnlﬂnly oW God has been with me all along but that G8d-wilt use ydu as
He sees fit to reach others and cause change in their lives whether you're on board with it or not. What a huge blessing |
was given with this letter a tm&ﬁ-_m npﬂntng ‘I'ru.lh e o, v@lidation of the Working of God not only in my life but my
~_-ﬁ1aﬂ5liea&wellur&vanﬂmfﬂ:5n e T
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- =4 mhahlym;'-puwar,tnaddmss -
Didn't possess the tool to fight.

the One who died for us, the only One | co
He was capable of changing my ways,
and putting sunshi my cloudy days.

The enemy now my friend
and my happiness, | could now defend
Qwr Savior showed me how to forgive, and -
brought His light, to what was on

Christ now resides in me, and m
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