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Through BridgeUS, we turned
many Pakistani’s,
and of course
Muslims into the
believers of the
U.S. efforts in
making Pakistan
an educated,
prosperous and violence free society. We are
proud to say that we have reached this
breakthrough without resources and facing
many risks; no one had come closer to that
success even with unlimited access to
resources and stacks of money. According to
an article published in the Washington Post
on September 2, 2013, “the United States has
delivered nearly $26 billion in aid to Pakistan
over the past 12 years”. The recent global
survey by the Pew Research Center in July
this year reveals, “Pakistan also tops the list
amongst the 10 nations with the least favorable
impression of the U.S.” this clearly means that
all the ads in the electronic media about USAID
to Pakistan failed to achieve the results but
Bridge-US did that job without being a burden
on the U.S. National Exchequer and without
any appreciations.
People have faith on what we say or publish
and ask many critical questions. There are
radical rumors spread by enemies of both the
United States and Pakistan that the U.S. policies
are in contradiction with Islam and the Muslims
in the U.S. are often subject to discrimination
because of their faith. This is a question we
have to answer almost every day – sometimes
many times a day. After reading Bridge-US,
they convinced and even grateful for the
country they were skeptical about just moments
ago.
We have decided to answer this question more
aggressively by including the news about how
Americans either living abroad or in the United
States, celebrate and enjoy Ramdan by
maintaining the chastity of and religious
freedom during this holy month as the White
House becomes part of it. From the president
of the United States to a common U.S. citizen,
Ramdan is celebrated in the U.S. with respect,
harmony and fervor.
We are happy to be appreciated by people
but unfortunately discouraged by the United
States embassy in Islamabad-Pakistan as our
repeated requests to the U.S.Ambassador
Richard Olson, message remained
unanswered.
I hope you all agree to my answer!
Syed Naeem Uddin
Editor-in-Chief
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Statement by the President on the Occasion of Eid al-Fitr:
Michelle and I send our warmest greetings
to Muslims celebrating Eid al-Fitr here in
the United States and around the world.
During the past month, Muslims have
honored their faith through prayer and
service, fasting and time spent with loved
ones. At this year's White House Iftar, I was
proud to spend time with some of the many
American Muslims whose contributions
enrich our democracy and strengthen our
economy. Many of us have had the

opportunity to break fast with our Muslim
friends and colleagues-a tradition that
reminds us to be grateful for our blessings
and to show compassion to the less
fortunate among us, including millions of
Syrians who spent Ramadan displaced
from their homes, their families, and their
loved ones. To help many Syrians in need
this Eid al-Fitr, the United States is providing
an additional $195 million in food
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A 3-year-old girl hugs her father as
worshippers file into Toyota Park in
Bridgeview, Illinois, to celebrate Eid al-Fitr,
the end of Islam’s holy month of Ramadan.
Christian and Jewish leaders from the
Chicago area joined more than 10,000
Muslims in attendance.

During Ramadan, volunteers prepare
packaged meals with rice and dehydrated
vegetables for needy families in the Detroit
area. The volunteer event was organized by
Islamic Relief USA, a charity that aims to
alleviate the suffering caused by malnutrition,
famine and disease around the world.

The Olibah family pauses to take a picture
before breaking the fast in Fairfax, Virginia.
Sarah Olibah (center, wearing a headscarf) is
a systems engineering student at Virginia’s
George Mason University. She believes
Ramadan is a time to focus on faith, family and
community.

A Muslim man prays during Ramadan in the
Fatih Camii Mosque in Brooklyn, New York.
Named after the imperial mosque in Istanbul,
the Fatih Camii Mosque serves a predominantly
Turkish population and is owned by the United
American Muslim Association.
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“After a long and fatiguing day of fasting, it is
an amazing experience to be able to share the
privilege of a good meal at sunset with loved
ones. These events help us reflect on our
blessings that are easily overlooked in our dayto-day lives,” she says.

IN DEDICATION OF
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MESSAGE FOR BRIDGE-US
As an educationist and scientist, I
am encouraged to know that the
United States is doing all efforts to
support education and scientific
research in Pakistan. I learnt through
Bridge-US about Jacobabad Institute
of Medical Sciences and PakistanU.S. Science and Technology

Cooperation. This is also the time for
the United States to ensure that all
the funding and resources are going
to the deserving students/ individuals.
I also want to say that Bridge-US is
awakening for people and really
promoting better understanding
between two countries.

Dr. Shahana
Urooj Kazmi is
a Meritorious
Professor of
Microbiology
a
n
d
Immunology
(Grade-22) at
University of
Karachi,
currently
working as Chairperson – Department of
Microbiology. She has just completed 2 years as
the First Female Pro-Vice Chancellor for Academics
and International Linkages KU Main Campus).
She initiated the following major projects:

Director – National Institute of Genomics and
Advanced Biotechnology, Member – Animal
Sciences – Pakistan Agricultural Research CouncilIslamabad, Dean –Faculty of Sciences,
Chairperson –Department of Microbiology in
University of Karachi.

•

Launched new HEC M.S/ M.Phil / PhD / M.S
/ MD program with course work as Convener
of Postgraduate Admissions since 2008;

•

KU Resource Mobilization Cell;

•

KU – Erasmus Mundus Fully Funded
Scholarship Program.

Dr. Kazmi received her PhD in Microbiology and
Immunology from University of Maryland-USA in
1984. She has rich experience of 37 years of
administration, teaching and research in
Immunology, Infectious Diseases, Food Safety,
Biosafety, Recombinant DNA Technology and
Biosecurity. Dr. Kazmi pioneered the establishment
of Pakistan Society for Microbiology in 1974 and
BioSafety Association of Pakistan (www.bsapk.org)
in 2007 in collaboration with ABSA / BEP – USA,
PMRC, PARC, COMSTEC and Pakistan. As an
invited speaker, Dr. Kazmi presented her research
work in several national and International Scientific
meetings / Conferences in more than a dozen
countries including USA, USSR, Canada, Italy,
Belgium, Mexico, Bangkok and Sri Lanka.

Dr. Kazmi is recently working as an Ambassador
She has been a KU academic faculty since 1974, of American Society for Microbiology (ASM) for
Ex. Founder Rector – National University of Pakistan (2012-2015), President of Pakistan Society
Agricultural Sciences - Islamabad (PIASA), Project for Microbiology and founder member of PBSA.

MESSAGE
Bridge-US is really
full of information. We
want to see more
American outreach to
small and medium
sized IT facilities and
transfer of latest
t e c h n o l o g y. I T
industry is a must for
strong economy.
Mr. S. M. Naqvi is running his business in
I.T field as an I.T services provider and
consultant at PECHS, Karachi.

Since 2009,
The United
States has
provided more
than $3.3 billion
in civilian
assistance to
Pakistan,
including about
$1 billion in humanitarian response to conflict
and floods. What needs to be done to ensure
that this humanitarian assistance achieves
lasting results?

Ambassador Hoagland Congratulates
COMSATS on Forming the Association of
American Graduate
Islamabad -- June 12, 2013 - U.S. Embassy
Chargé d'affaires' Ambassador Richard
Hoagland congratulated students and faculty
of COMSATS Institute of Information
Technology on the formation of the COMSATS
Association of American Graduates, an
association of more than 60 faculty members
who have received PhDs in the United States
through partnerships with U.S. universities in
North Dakota and Illinois. COMSATS formed
the Association to provide opportunities for
these alumni to network and compare
experiences.
.
At the inaugural event hosted by COMSATS
Rector Dr. Syed Muhammad Junaid Zaid,
Ambassador Hoagland congratulated
participants:

Academic ties between the United States and
Pakistan are critical to ensuring mutual
understanding. They also play a key role in
supporting Pakistan's economic and social
development. I congratulate COMSATS both
on its successful efforts to build productive
linkages with U.S. universities and continued
engagement with this alumni association.
The Embassy is pleased to work with you in
these efforts and looks forward to furthering
our cooperation with the good work you are
doing
.
For more information about the COMSATS
Institute of Information Technology Association
of American Graduates, please see
http://www.ciit.edu.pk/ .

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR RICHARD G. OLSON
August 13, 2013 Pakistan’s Independence Day
On behalf of President Obama and the people
of the United States, I congratulate the people
of Pakistan on the occasion of the 66th
anniversary of independence. This is a
particularly historic Independence Day because
the citizens of Pakistan participated in a historic
transition earlier this year. As Secretary Kerry
said during his recent visit to Pakistan, “The
people of Pakistan deserve enormous credit
for their role in the peaceful transition of power
from one democratically-elected government
to another.” The United States remains

committed to supporting the people of Pakistan
in achieving the strong, stable, and secure
nation that Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah
envisioned for Pakistan in 1947. The United
States shares this vision and is dedicated to
ensuring our common objectives of helping
Pakistan to meet its urgent energy needs,
educate its growing population, eliminate the
sources of violence and terrorism that have
afflicted Pakistani society, and provide economic
opportunities to all.

U.S. FUNDS NEW ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LAB FOR ORPHANS
Islamabad | May 22, 2013 U.S. Ambassador
Richard Olson joined staff of the SOS
Children’s Village of Islamabad to inaugurate
a new English language laboratory at SOS
today. Established with a grant from the U.S.
Ambassador’s Fund, the new lab will enable
the children living at the SOS Children’s Village
to improve their English-language skills.
To furnish the lab, the U.S. government bought
22 computers, furniture, a printer, and special
English-language software. “The U.S.
government funds comprehensive education
programs that will help millions of Pakistani
children. Our funding of the new Englishlanguage lab for the SOS Children’s Village
is an example of this assistance. It shows how
the United States and Pakistan can work
together to improve the lives of Pakistan’s
children,” said Ambassador Olson at the
inauguration of the English lab.
When asked about the impact of this English
language lab, SOS Children’s Village of
Islamabad Chairperson, Ms. Naznin Murtaza,
said, “English has become the common
language of business and education
throughout the world. However, most of the
SOS children are from backgrounds that have
not afforded them the opportunities to learn
English. The new U.S.-funded English
language lab will help these children overcome
that challenge and equip them with Englishlanguage skills so they can rise as far as their
talent and hard work will take them.”

established in July 2011, and is currently
supporting 92 boys and girls, along with 13
mothers. Most of these children are from Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, and were orphaned by
the devastating 2005 earthquake.
This initiative is one part of a comprehensive
U.S. education assistance program, which
includes building or rehabilitating nearly 800
schools; launching new degree programs in
education at 90 teacher colleges and
universities; providing scholarships for 12,000
students to study in Pakistan; and operating
the largest Fulbright academic exchange
program in the world.
The U.S. Ambassador’s Fund is a $15 million
grant program managed by USAID and
implemented under a contract with the
National Rural Support Program (NRSP). The
fund provides opportunities for Pakistani
NGOs, civil society groups, private sector
organizations, and communities to apply for
and receive funding assistance to improve
basic economic or social conditions at the
local community level and support highimpact, quick-implementation activities.
Interested parties should visit NRSP’s website
at www.sgafp.org.pk.

To learn more about many other U.S.-Pakistan
initiatives that are making a positive impact
on the lives of Pakistanis – in energy, economic
development,
and
health
–
http://transition.usaid.gov/pk/ or email us at
The SOS Children’s Village of Islamabad was uspakassistance@state.gov.
Speaking on a panel at a town-hall meeting on
June 17, 2013, Waqas Banoori discusses “War
on terror: Is it winding down?” Pictured (from
left to right): Henry Willis, director of the RAND
Homeland Security and Defense Center,
Cameron Munter, former U.S. Ambassador to
Pakistan, Margaret Potter, Professor of Health
Policy at the University of Pittsburgh, and 2013
Daniel Pearl-Saleem Shahzad” fellowship
recipient Waqas Banoori.
After reading Bridge-US, I came to know that the United States
of America is contributing a lot in the Economic development of
Pakistan in terms of funds and aids, what concerns me is that
why we do not see such good news in our newspapers? Why
these newspapers are always full of bad news. Bridge-US is doing
great job in spreading the news of positive changes
taking place in Pakistan.
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Muhammad Noor is the owner of a Marble Factory in Gizri, Karachi.
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Pakistan through the Eyes of Emerging Young Photographers
from FATA June 27, 2013
Seventeen young photographers from the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
displayed their work at the National Art Gallery
in Islamabad and discussed the unique
perspectives and insights they learned in a
special training program led by photographers
from the prestigious National Geographic
magazine. The program was funded by the
U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID). "The U.S. government is proud to
support the work of these talented young
people, who are cultural ambassadors for
Pakistan and FATA," said U.S. Embassy
Minister Counselor for Public Affairs Peter
Brennan. "They have given the American
people a better understanding of what

everyday life looks like in Pakistan," he added. Frontier Regions Tank, said, "Before the
National Geographic Photo Camp I was using
The young photographers, mostly in their 20s, my mobile camera to take pictures and did
hail from mixed socio-economic backgrounds not know how to take a really good photo.
and represent various regions of FATA. The Now I understand the editing process and
photo exhibit provided glimpses of everyday how to select one great picture out of many."
life in Pakistan, as well as beautiful shots of
famous landmarks such as Faisal Mosque in The National Geographic Photo Camp
introduced photographic storytelling
Islamabad.
techniques that encouraged the aspiring young
The 17 photographers were selected from photographers to explore their unique
more than 250 applicants in a rigorous perspectives and styles. They also learned
application process to participate in the USAID- how to tell their stories with others outside of
funded training program, which included two FATA.
sessions led by esteemed National
Geographic photographers. Muhammad Huma Gul, a 22-year-old business
Rizwan, a 25-year old man from Jandola, administration student at the University of

USAID Launches $387 Million Maternal and Child Health Program
Karachi, June 28, 2013 - U.S. Ambassador
Richard Olson launched the $387 million
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program
today. The Ambassador and the Sindh
Secretary of Health, Mr. Inamullah Khan
Dharejo, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for this five-year project at an
event in Karachi. Under this initiative, the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID)
will support Pakistan's efforts to reach more
mothers and children with integrated family
planning, maternal, newborn, and child health
services, and ultimately reduce maternal and
child mortality rates.
Speaking at the occasion, Ambassador Olson
said, "The main goal of the Maternal and Child
Health Program, whose launch we
commemorate today, is to dramatically reduce
maternal and infant mortality. This includes
ambitious targets such as averting 4,000
maternal deaths, reducing infant mortality by
13%, and increasing the use of skilled birth
attendants by 38%. This will be another
landmark for U.S.-Pakistan cooperation in the
health sector."

The MCH Program aims to support innovative
approaches for strengthening the capacity of
Pakistan's public and private sectors by
delivering high-impact, evidence-based health
interventions such as service delivery,
awareness raising, and health-system
strengthening. The MCH Program will also
provide technical assistance to the health and
population sectors at the federal, provincial,
and district levels to reform and improve
service delivery.

decade-old tradition of U.S. support to Pakistan
in building and improving a quality healthcare
system. During the 1950's the United States
helped Pakistan establish the Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). In the
1960s the United States helped introduce oral
rehydration kits to Pakistan, as well as
decreased the number of malaria cases from
seven million to less than 10,000. More
recently, in the past three years, the United
States has helped Pakistan build two hospitals
(one at the JPMC in Karachi and another in
Bagh), while construction of a third, a stateof-the-art medical center in Jacobabad, is
underway. The United States has also helped
Pakistan reconstruct and equip 155 health
units, triple the size of and modernize the
Central Warehouse for Health Commodities
in Karachi, and helped thousands of medical
professionals upgrade their skills.

The MCH Program will help forge partnerships
between international and local health experts
and Pakistan's vibrant private sector to bring
cutting-edge health approaches and models
to Sindh, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Through these efforts, more women will have
access to emergency obstetric care, modern
contraception, and quality essential newborn
care. New mothers will also be provided with
critical information regarding hygiene, nutrition,
immunizations, and treatment of common
illnesses for their children through the first five The U.S. is committed to the health of Pakistani
women and children. To find out more please
years of life.
visit:http://transition.usaid.gov/pk/db/sect
This new MCH Program continues a five- ors/health/.

Peshawar, said, "National Geographic gave
me the opportunity to learn photography from
some of the most skilled photographers in the
world. I also learned that I could tell important
stories through photography, something I was
not aware of before this training program."
In addition to supporting young photographers,
the U.S. government is funding the construction
and rehabilitation of more than 650 kilometers
of road in FATA and neighboring areas. These
new roads will provide families with better
access to health facilities, allow farmers to
more easily take their goods to markets, and
help local governments provide better services
to rural communities throughout the region.
USEFP’s Executive
Director, Ms. Rita Akhtar,
was invited to Radio
Pakistan to record a
congratulatory message to
all Pakistanis for 14th
August - Independence day

MESSAGE

We need more capital inflow in
petroleum industry. I want to see more
news about this industry in next BridgeUS.
Mr. Salim Khatri is doing his business as
a supplier of Petroleum products from
Garden west Karachi.

Exporters
U.S. Department of State and Pakistan Pakistani
Learn of Opportunities in U.S. Market
Embassy in Washington Work Together Islamabad, June 13, 2013 – Pakistani exporters Possin at the Pakistan Institute of Trade and
learned today about opportunities to sell over Development (PITAD), which hosted the
to Promote Entrepreneurship in
3,500 products duty-free in the United States at Islamabad viewing site.
a seminar jointly sponsored by the U.S. and
Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative Bill
Pakistani governments.
Pakistan, June 6, 2013
Jackson told seminar participants that U.S.
Washington, June 6, 2013 -Deputy Special Pakistan, MIT Enterprise Forum of Pakistan,
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan and the Global Innovation through Science
Dan Feldman and Pakistani Chargé d'Affaires and Technology (GIST) initiative, a partnership
to the United States Dr. Asad M. Khan led by the Department of State and CRDF
welcomed entrepreneurs from the National Global. The program featured a panel
Information Communications & Technology discussion on growth strategies with leading
Research

&

Development

F u n d American entrepreneurs, after which the

Entrepreneurial Delegation. A program Pakistani entrepreneurs pitched their ventures
entitled "Impact Through Entrepreneurship t o
- Partnerships for Pakistan" was held at the

investors

in

the

audience.

The United States and Pakistan share a

Embassy of Pakistan in Washington on commitment to bolstering entrepreneurship
Wednesday

. and providing economic opportunities for

The event was organized by the Department the people of Pakistan and will continue to
of State in partnership with the Embassy of work together to promote this critical issue.

Exporters from Peshawar, Karachi, Rawalpindi,
Islamabad, and the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) participated in a video seminar
that detailed the advantages of the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) program, which
offers Pakistani exporters duty-free market
access to the United States for 3,511 products.
At viewing sites in Karachi and Islamabad,
Pakistani exporters heard how to take advantage
of the GSP program for a range of products,
including certain manufactured items and inputs,
jewelry, agricultural products, chemicals,
minerals, marble and carpets.

“The United States supports Pakistan’s economic
revival,” said U.S. Embassy economic officer
Brandon Possin. He said that the such video
seminars and similar initiatives demonstrate the
U.S. emphasis on “trade not just aid” and moving
the U.S.-Pakistan relationship toward one based
on increased economic connections and private
sector innovation. “The United States buys more
Pakistani exports than any other country, and
we want this economic relationship to continue
to grow and create jobs in both countries,” said

imports from Pakistan under the GSP program
surged by 49% in 2012, reaching $195 million,
one of the largest increases among all major
GSP beneficiary countries. U.S. Department of
Commerce representative David Nufrio
described for the Pakistani exporters other
opportunities, including the Special American
Business Internship Training Program (SABIT)
program scheduled for May-June 2014 that will
increase export opportunities for gems and
jewelry exporters.
This video seminar is just one of the ways that
the United States works with Pakistan toward
increased trade and a brighter economic future.
The second U.S.-Pakistan Business
Opportunities Conference, which takes place in
Dubai on June 25-26, will offer a business
matchmaking platform where Pakistani exporters
can meet with U.S. importers, and U.S.
companies can learn about opportunities for
doing business in Pakistan. This
conference is jointly organized
by the governments of the
Page 3
United States and Pakistan.
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“U.S.-Pakistan Business Opportunities
Conference”
Concludes: Launches Pakistan Private
Investment Initiative
To Mobilize at Least $150 Million in
Private Equity Investment Islamabad
June 25-26, the U.S. government and the
Government of Pakistan hosted about 200
Pakistani, American, and Emirati companies
at the “U.S.-Pakistan Business Opportunities
Conference” in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
The main goal of the conference was to help
Pakistani and American companies and
investors to identify new business
opportunities together.
Pakistan’s Minister of Finance, Ishaq Dar, led
the Pakistani delegation and was joined by
Science and Technology Minister Khurram
Dastigir, Water and Power Minister Khawaja
Asif, Adviser on Foreign Affairs Javed Malik,
and Secretary of Commerce Munir Qureshi.
USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah led the
U.S. delegation; he was joined by Deputy
Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan Dan Feldman, Senior Advisor to the
Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan Ambassador Robin Raphel, and U.S.
Ambassador Richard Olson. Representatives
from the State Department, the Department
of Commerce, the United States Trade
Representative, the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC), and USAID
also attended. Corporate executives from
major American and Pakistani companies
attended as well, including The Gillette
Company, Citibank, GE, Procter & Gamble,
Abraaj, Big Bird Group, Coca-Cola, Conoco
Phillips, Engro, Estee Lauder, Goldman Sachs,
IBM, Monsanto, Nishat Group, and the Saif
Group.
Over the course of two days, participants
attended speeches, panel discussions, and
networking events to discuss a wide range
of U.S.-Pakistan business opportunities,
including in agri-business, energy, and
education, as well as opportunities in
entrepreneurship, access to the U.S. market,
consumer goods and franchising
opportunities, venture capital, information
technology, and the new Government of
Pakistan’s economic and investment policies.
Participants welcomed reports about
American companies already successfully
doing business in Pakistan. They heard about
the many U.S. government initiatives to
expand U.S.-Pakistan trade and investment.
They learned how to utilize existing U.S.
government programs to overcome hurdles
to doing business in Pakistan. Everyone
expanded their network of business contacts
and increased their awareness of potential
business opportunities.
A highlight of the conference was when USAID
Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah announced the
Pakistan Private Investment Initiative. The
Pakistan Private Investment Initiative will launch
two new private equity funds focused solely
on Pakistan’s dynamic and fast-growing smalland medium-sized businesses.USAID will

provide a seed investment to capitalize the
funds and Abraaj Group and JS Private Equity
Management have committed to match or
exceed these seed funds with investments
of their own, as well as private funds raised
from other limited investors.
"We are seeding individual funds with $24
million each. The Abraaj Group and JSPE will
match or exceed our commitment. We fully
expect them to exceed that contribution,” said
Dr. Rajiv Shah. “Pooled funds will initially be
$100 million which we expect will grow many
fold into hundreds of millions of dollars in
investment for small and medium businesses."
By investing in Pakistani private businesses,
the United States is supporting private-sector
growth and job creation – and Pakistan’s role
as a robust and fast-growing economic
partner among its neighbors and within the
global economy.
The announcement came at the end of the
first day of a U.S. government-sponsored
Business Opportunities Conference. “By
partnering with Abraaj and JS Private Equity
Management, USAID capitalizes on these
companies’ expertise to make smart
investment decisions that will grow the
Pakistani economy, create jobs, and generate
profits for investors who seize the economic
opportunities that Pakistan presents,”
Administrator Shah said.
“As one of the most experienced investors in
growth markets, we are pleased to partner
with USAID on this initiative and help bring
greater opportunities to small- and mid-cap
businesses in Pakistan,” said Arif Naqvi,
Founder and Group CEO of The Abraaj Group.
Ali Siddiqui, the Chairman and CIO of JS
Private Equity Management said, “We are
excited to partner with USAID in this new effort
to invest in our country’s dynamic enterprise
sector where our joint efforts will create many
jobs and expand incomes.”
Speaking at the conference, U.S. Ambassador
Richard Olson said, “The United States is
one of the largest investors in Pakistan, and
the U.S. government supports Pakistani
business leaders by offering access to
finance, facilitating business deals, and
strengthening business education.” He added,
“The United States sees Pakistan’s prosperity
as good for Pakistan, good for the region,
and good for the United States: trade and
investment are the future of the U.S.-Pakistan
relationship.”
“With 190 million potential customers, Pakistan
is a huge emerging market opportunity for
U.S. companies,” Ambassador Olson
observed. “We encourage American and
Pakistani businesses to work together to
capitalize on this opportunity.”

Rare picture of U.S.–Pakistani friendship: Rana Liaquat, wife of Pakistan’s first Prime Minister,
Liaquat Ali Khan, with famous American animator, film-maker and entrepreneur, Walt Disney,
in 1951. Who is your favorite Disney character?

U.S. Embassy Funds 10-Day Exchange Program
for Female Pakistani Field Hockey Athletes
Islamabad, June 17, 2013
A group of ten female Pakistani hockey
players and two female coaches will leave for
Washington this weekend to participate in the
U.S. State Department's Empowering Women
and Girls through Sports Initiative program
from June 17-27 which aims to increase the
number of women and girls involved in
sports."These high school athletes will play
field hockey with their American counterparts
in Washington D.C. where they will work with
their peers on developing teamwork, health,
and leadership skills," said Robert Raines,
Deputy Cultural Affairs Officer at the U.S.
Embassy. "They will also travel to North
Carolina to participate in field hockey clinics,
activities on sports and disability rights, and
community volunteerism at the University of
North Carolina-Greensboro."The selection of
these female hockey players was made by
the Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF), and
includes girls from all over Pakistan, with an
emphasis on recruiting girls from rural areas
with little access to such opportunities.This
international sports exchange program builds

on the U.S. global commitment to advance
the rights of women and girls around the
world. To further this initiative, the U.S.
Embassy in Islamabad has sent several young
female soccer and basketball players to the
U.S. in previous years.Their time in the United
States will coincide with the 41st anniversary
of Title IX, the landmark U.S. law which
afforded opportunity and equality for American
women in sports and education. The lessons
of Title IX will help young athletes increase
the number of women and girls who participate
in all aspects of sports worldwide.The
Empowering Women and Girls through Sports
Initiative is comprised of three pillars: Sports
Envoys (American athletes who travel
overseas); Sports Visitors (youth athletes and
coaches who travel to the United States); and
the cornerstone of the initiative, the U.S.
Department of State and espnW Global Sports
Mentoring Program.For more information on
Department of State sports initiatives:
http://eca.state.gov/programsinitiatives/sports-diplomacy/

Pakistani Students Learn English with
U.S. Support, May 17, 2013
Pakistani students who are learning English
through the U.S.-sponsored English Access
Microscholarship Program and their teachers
met today with U.S. Embassy Public Affairs
Officer Peter Brennan. In the coming weeks,
25 students and 25 teachers will travel to the
United States for a three-week exchange
program funded by the U.S. Embassy. The
students - who come from Bahawalpur, D.G.
Khan, Lodhran, Multan, Muzaffargarh,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Mansehra, Malakand,
Peshawar, Khaplu, and Skardu - came together
to be briefed about their trip to the United
States.

motivated Pakistani students learn skills that
will benefit them throughout their lives."

"Before I got a scholarship for Access, I had
no confidence speaking English. But now I am
able to speak English," said Iqra, an enthusiastic
Access student. "We do a lot of activities in
class, and we also do community service
projects together. I am very excited to go to
America and meet people and see how things
are over there."

The English Access Microscholarship Program
is one component of the comprehensive U.S.
education assistance program for Pakistan,
which includes operating the world's highestfunded Fulbright exchange program; building
or rehabilitating more than 850 schools; and
establishing Centers for Advanced Study at
three Pakistani universities to focus on applied
research in energy, agriculture and water. For
more information about U.S. initiatives to teach
English worldwide, including access to materials
for teachers and students, see
http://americanenglish.state.gov.
To learn more about U.S.
education initiatives in Pakistan,
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see: http://goo.gl/auHXF

"English has become the common language
of business and education throughout the
world. We operate the world's biggest English
Access program here in Pakistan because we
know how important these skills are to Pakistan's
economic future," said Mr. Brennan. "We are
so pleased to play a role in helping smart and

The U.S. operates the world's largest English
Access Microscholarship Program in Pakistan,
teaching English to 5,000 14- to 18-year old
students from disadvantaged backgrounds.
The students learn English by participating in
after-school classes and intensive summer
learning activities, leading to better jobs and
educational opportunities. Since its inception
in 2004, over 95,000 students in more than 85
countries have participated in the Access
Program.
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USAID Launches Pakistan Private
Investment Initiative to Mobilize at Least
$150 Million in Private Equity Investment
Dubai
The U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) Administrator Dr. Rajiv
Shah, announced the Pakistan Private
Investment Initiative with the Abraaj Group
and JS Private Equity Management.
The Pakistan Private Investment Initiative will
launch two new private equity funds focused
solely on Pakistan's dynamic and fast growing
small- and medium-sized businesses. USAID
will provide a seed investment to capitalize
the funds and Abraaj Group and JS Private
Equity Management have committed to
match or exceed these seed funds with
investments of their own, as well as private
funds raised from other limited investors.

American CEO Coaches Aspiring
Young Pakistani Entrepreneurs
markets social media company based in
California’s Silicon Valley and in Istanbul. Prior
to joining the Yonja Media Group, he held
leadership roles in Fortune 100 companies
including Yahoo!, SAP, Siebel Systems,
Deloitte Consulting, and Ernst & Young.
Dilawar Syed serves as Chairman of the
Economic Growth Committee of President
Obama’s Advisory Commission on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, and on the
“The United States supports Pakistan’s board of OPEN Silicon Valley.
entrepreneurs, who are a key driving force to Dilawar Syed visited Pakistan under the U.S.
increase Pakistan’s economic growth and
Embassy’s “Khushali ka Safar” (Journey to
investment,” said Robert Ewing, Economic
Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad. Prosperity) entrepreneurship program, which
He said such workshops strengthen has trained more than 2,100 Pakistani
entrepreneurship education, nurture an entrepreneurs through live seminars, virtual
entrepreneurial culture, and boost the chances entrepreneurship courses, and global
for young Pakistani entrepreneurs to access entrepreneurship summits. Five Pakistanifinance. He added that trade and investment American investors have mentored more than
are the future of the U.S.-Pakistan relationship. 800 Pakistani entrepreneurs during U.S.supported trips to Pakistan since December
During his four-day trip to Pakistan, Dilawar 2012.
Syed met with entrepreneurs, technology
incubation centers, and universities in Lahore For more information on the U.S. Embassy’s
and Islamabad. Dilawar is President and CEO Khushali ka Safar entrepreneurship program,
of Yonja Media Group, a leading emerging visit:http://goo.gl/cDkaI
Islamabad, July 10, 2013 – Dilawar Syed,
the prominent CEO of the American social
media company Yonja Media Group, coached
aspiring young Pakistani entrepreneurs today
at a workshop sponsored by the U.S.
Embassy in Islamabad. The workshop, held
at the COMSATS Technology Incubation
Center, taught Pakistan’s young entrepreneurs
the skills they need to start a successful
business, including how to raise capital.

Pakistani economy, create jobs, and generate
profits for investors who seize the economic
opportunities that Pakistan presents,"
Administrator Shah said.
"As one of the most experienced investors
in growth markets, we are pleased to partner
with USAID on this initiative and help bring
greater opportunities to small and mid-cap
businesses in Pakistan," said Arif Naqvi,
Founder and Group CEO of The Abraaj
Group.

Ali Siddiqui, the Chairman and CIO of JS
Private Equity Management said "We are
excited to partner with USAID in this new
effort to invest in our country's dynamic
"We are seeding individual funds with $24 enterprise sector where our joint efforts will
million each. The Abraaj Group and JSPE create many jobs and expand incomes."
will match or exceed our commitment. We
fully expect them to exceed that contribution," The Pakistan Private Investment Initiative is
said Dr. Rajiv Shah. "Pooled funds will initially a new approach that will identify promising
be $100 million which we expect will grow businesses with growth prospects and invest
many fold into hundreds of millions of dollars in them to expand their market share, innovate
in investment for small and medium product and service lines, and ultimately
businesses."
create jobs and increase incomes. In addition,
By investing in Pakistani private businesses, the Pakistan Private Investment Initiative is
the United States is supporting private sector expected to demonstrate that investing in
growth and job creation - and Pakistan's role growth-focused enterprises can generate
as a robust and fast-growing economic real profits for investors. This demonstration
partner among its neighbors and within the effect is expected to attract more investment
into the enterprise sector through
global economy.
establishment of additional private equity
The announcement came at the end of the funds.
first day of a U.S. government-sponsored
investment conference on Pakistan. "By The United States sees Pakistan's prosperity
partnering with Abraaj and JS Private Equity as good for Pakistan, good for the region,
Management, USAID capitalizes on these and good for the United States: trade and
companies' expertise to make smart investment are the future of the U.S.-Pakistan
investment decisions that will grow the relationship.

Ambassador Olson Congratulates
Participants of U.S - funded Academic
Linkage Program Strengthening Civic
Engagement through Highe
Islamabad, July 1, 2013 - U.S. Ambassador
Richard G. Olson joined Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
Executive Director of Pakistan's Higher
Education Commission, and vice chancellors
from all over Pakistan today to celebrate the
completion of a U.S.-funded program linking
top Pakistani universities with top U.S.
universities to strengthen civic engagement
in higher education curricula throughout
Pakistan. The occasion also marked the
launch of the Talloires Network in Pakistan,
an international network of educational
institutions committed to strengthening the
civic roles of higher education.

Ninety-five Pakistani Students Set to
Embark on U.S - funded Undergraduate
Study, Islamabad
U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission Ambassador
Richard Hoagland congratulated 95 Pakistani
students traveling to the United States for
undergraduate study as part of the U.S.
government-funded Global Undergraduate
(Global UGRAD) Program. "The United States
has a long tradition of embracing international
students and celebrating the diversity that
they bring to our campuses and country,
which is why we receive more foreign students
than any other country in the world," said
Ambassador Hoagland. "We welcome more
than 1,000 Pakistanis in the United States
each year on our many exchange programs,
which clearly demonstrates the depth of our
commitment to Pakistan's young people."
Ninety-five Pakistani students will soon depart
for a semester of study at U.S. colleges and
universities under the Global UGRAD
fellowship program, an initiative of the U.S.
Department of State. The U.S. government
fully funds these fellowships for the entire
period of study. The United States Educational
Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP) administers
the program.
"The really exciting thing about this group of
undergraduates is that so many of these
students come from remote or economically
disadvantaged areas of Pakistan." said Rita
Akhtar, Executive Director of USEFP at a pre-

departure orientation to help students prepare
to study in the United States. Akhtar noted
that this year's group includes 36 students
from Punjab, 28 from Sindh, 20 from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 14 from Gilgit-Baltistan, nine
from Balochistan, four from AJK, three from
FATA, and two from Islamabad Capital
Territory. Fifty-four percent of the students are
women. Students will pursue degrees in a
wide variety of disciplines, including
humanities and social sciences, engineering,
basic sciences, law, art and design,
economics, and business administration. The
students are attending more than 50 different
colleges and universities located throughout
the United States.
The Global UGRAD program was launched
in the fall of 2010 when the first cohort of
around 50 students departed for the United
States. More than 600 students have
participated in the program to-date. USEFP
is a bi-national commission established in
1950 by the governments of Pakistan and the
United States. USEFP's mission is to promote
mutual understanding between the American
and Pakistani people through educational
and cultural exchange. Since its inception 63
years ago, nearly 4,000 Pakistanis and more
than 800 Americans have participated in
USEFP-administered exchange programs.

campaign.
Speaking to an audience of students and top
Pakistani educators, Ambassador Olson said:
"Today we celebrate the culmination of a
project linking top Pakistani universities with
top U.S. universities for the purpose of
strengthening civic engagement in higher
education. Beyond its educational benefits,
inculcating the value of service in the next
generation has the power to change lives
and change nations."
Participating U.S. universities included Tulane
University, George Washington University,
University of Wisconsin, University of
Nebraska, and University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill. Participating Pakistani universities
included the National University of Science
and Technology, University of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences in Lahore, Quaid-e-Azam
University, Fatima Jinnah Women's University,
and Dow University of Health Sciences in
Karachi.

The U.S.-Pakistan Higher Education Initiative
on Civic Engagement, supported by a
$500,000 grant from the U.S. government
and implemented by National University of
Science and Technology and the WashingtonD.C.-based NGO Innovations in Civic
Participation, paired five major Pakistani
universities with five U.S. universities with
strong civic engagement programs. The
project included faculty exchange, curriculum For more information about the program
development, workshops, and a social media please go to: http://www.icicp.org/

READERS COMMENTS
•

Ammara from Clifton writes, “Bridge-US is a great source of information for the students
like us who are studying international relations to know about the Pak-American relationship”.

•

Mr. Naeem says, I am surprised to know about U.S. efforts to improve education, technology
and farming in Pakistan. Bridge-US has entirely changed American impression on me.
Thanks for helping my country.
Mrs. Rahima Saeed from North Nazimabad says, As an IT student, Iam looking forward to have
more exchange programs between Pakistan and United States of America at
large scale for students as well for the teachers;this will help them to groom their
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expertise and knowledge at international level.’.

•
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U.S.-funded Academic Linkage
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