Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association
Email: LMKAnews@gmail.com Website:LMKA.org

June 2019

Memorial Day Weekend…. What a way to start summer
The good, the bad, the ugly

The Good…. On Memorial Day, the Matecumbe Historical Trust held their beautiful and emotional annual Memorial

Day Service at the Hurricane Monument to remember those who gave their lives while serving in the country's armed
forces. The monument was dedicated in 1937 to honor the Veterans and civilians killed in the Labor Day Hurricane of
1935. Records claim 259 veterans of World War I were victims of the 1935 Hurricane while working in Islamorada on a
project to complete the Overseas Highway to Key West. Several hundred residents also died. Dan Furmanik led the
Memorial Day crowd in the singing of America the Beautiful and Proud to be an American. What an exceptional way to
commemorate the holiday.

The Bad…. The traffic …. impossible
to get anywhere much of the weekend with
traffic backed up for miles.
And accidents, on the water and on the
highway.

The Ugly, really Ugly —our Fill, just to the north of Lower Matecumbe Key
where hundreds of visitors came, spent the day and left us their trash.
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Our Islamorada Village Elected Leaders

Seat 1: Deb Gillis
Mayor
Deb.Gillis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 2: Cheryl Meads
Councilwoman
Cheryl.Meads@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 4: Ken Davis
Councilman
Ken.Davis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 3: Jim Mooney
Councilman
Jim.Mooney@
islamorada.fl.us

The Mission of Our Village
Islamorada, Village of Islands, was incorporated December 31,
1997 with a mission:
To Protect the Residents' Right to Quiet Enjoyment of Life
To Plan for Enhancing Our Village Character
To Preserve Our Community; Its People, Natural Resources, and Pride
To Provide Basic Services to Support our Quality of Life
Let our elected officials know how your feel about the issues
impacting us!

Seat 5: Mike Forster
Vice Mayor
Mike.Forster@
islamorada.fl.us

Seats 1, 3, 5 will be open seats
in the 2020 election. Gillis,
Forster are term limited.
Forster is running for county
commissioner.

Mooney has announced he will
run for the state house seat for
our district.
Meads and Davis have not
announced their intentions.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Vacancy (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.

Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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More about the “Fill” between
Upper and Lower Matecumbe….
Approximately $350,000 a year in ongoing
cleanup costs paid by Islamorada taxpayers….
The Issue:
Significant damage from Hurricane Irma remains—waiting for the Department of Transportation to do major repairs. It is rough, very rough. Previous
areas used for parking are no longer accessible because of deep drop-offs, rocks, and ledges.
Much of the old seawall along the shoreline is crumbling from neglect, abuse and storms.
Major holiday weekends are deplorable as literally hundreds of cars park helter-skelter…. some on the bike path (part of the State Park Heritage Trail),
some double-parked on the highway side of the bike path, inches from the lane of traffic (with a 55 MPH speed limit).
Canopies abound, grills or hastily made fire pits, loud music, coolers full of beer and refreshments brought along to avoid the need to shop in the Keys.
Most weekenders seem to come from South Florida, driving 50—90 miles on an already crowded highway, mainly two lane, to enjoy the water. And
these visitors to our islands stay for the day—no toilet facilities, so guess what they do?
At the most popular spot, there is a deep water boat channel running along the shore where swimming is common—danger is evident. On the Bay side,
people swim in front of the primitive boat ramp.
But worse, this two mile stretch of highway seems to have become a landfill for day trippers. What an absolute mess they leave, weekend after
weekend, with garbage everywhere.
Garbage bags are hung from the mangroves… no matter how many garbage containers are available for use. Human waste... creating a health hazard.
Vehicles pulling on and off the highway—just waiting for a gruesome accident.

Social media (Facebook—Wall of Shame—Florida Keys) has moved the Fill issues into the limelight:
MAY 27, 2019 - THE HANGOVER Part 259; ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS; BAD NEWS...The problem did not fix itself.
In spite of the notable and sincere attempts by the Public Works Department to empty the trash cans yesterday morning, we are afraid it
was not enough.
The cans were heaping full this morning and there is still one more day of Memorial Day Weekend for us to survive. Many visitors at the
Indian Key Fill still seem to be confused by what the large blue cans all over the Fill are to be used for.
Lots of toilet paper, lots of poop piles, stinky human odor, dead fish and God only knows where the 450 vehicles worth of people relieved
themselves yesterday. We'll give you one guess though..
Oh... and if anybody lost a grill, there were 4 of them out there this morning…
Remember that the Florida Keys is a National Marine Preserve. All of the trash that you can't see ends up in it's waters...where it will
torture, maim and kill marine life for hundreds of years after we are gone.

The Islamorada Council while concerned, feels frustrated they have no control over the Fill property. They continue to ask
the state for help. A staff member from Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) attended the May 30 Council meeting
and promised FDOT’s attention. (Click here for story about the council meeting discussion)
(more...click here)
Councilwoman Cheryl Meads offered a Bible quote—”Let not your hearts be troubled” assuring those in attendance that
high ranking members of state government are aware of the severity of the problem and a solution will be coming within
weeks.
Councilman Forster reminded the public that in 2014 a plan was developed that could be implemented. (Click here to see
all 32 pages)
The Monroe County Sheriff, Rick Ramsay, arranged a meeting with FDOT on June 21. (Click here)
Special Call Village Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 18, to take public comment before meeting with FDOT. (Click here)
June 21 Meeting with FDOT—(Click here)

We will continue to follow the progress!
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Ken Gleason: Famed Artist in our Midst
Ken Gleason and his wife of 56 years, Donna, live in Port
Antigua. They have long been members of the Lower
Matecumbe Key Association. Donna, a former model and
extraordinary businesswoman, previously served as president of
LMKA. Ken seems to be the quiet one. But who knew just how
famous Ken Gleason is… at least in the wood carving world.
Google “Ken Gleason duck carver” and your screen will fill with
internet sites praising this man for his legendary ducks, teaching
skills and as the oft-quoted authority on ducks and decoys.
It all started 60 years ago. Ken loved duck hunting but sure didn’t like the plastic decoys that hunters often used back
then. So he started carving his own out of wood. By 1959 he won his first world championship. As a self taught artist,
Ken has won every award possible over the years, taught inexperienced carvers, and judged competitions. He has
remained passionate about his art all these years, estimating he spends 5-6 hours a day, seven days a week carving or
painting.
Ken’s workshop is simple —the open air space under his stilt home. His work bench is on wheels so, depending on the
breezes, he can turn it and work with the wind at his back and keep the dust out of his eyes.
For the last few years Gleason has become a master at carving or painting objects that are reflective of life near the
water… rowboat oars being popular. But number one lately is carving or painting swordfish bills… giving fishermen a
lasting memento of their catch of a lifetime. He has figured out the techniques needed to keep the swordfish bill from
splitting and the oil in the bill from discoloring it. Each bill is custom carved to the desires of the fisherman. And he gets
some interesting requests: a mermaid riding on a swordfish, a bowl of cereal. What next?

Local charterboat captain, Nick Stanczyk, famed for his talent at finding swordfish for his anglers, says this about
Gleason: “Ken has the same passion I do for swordfishing and his artwork really shows it. We get to eat the fish we keep and then
my clients get to have a lifelong memory of the fish when Ken preserves the actual swordfish bill and turns it into a piece of art!”

Carving has long been an obsession with Ken, but not a career. He spent 31 years with AT&T, all the while savoring
other passions—flying his private plane, traveling, and raising three amazing children. Donna and Ken love to brag
about their three children and the successes they have managed—a 787 captain, an esteemed landscape architect, and
a son who surely inherited his dad’s art gene…. high school supervisor of art and a celebrated artist as well.
After retiring from AT&T, Ken went on to another career—working for a company that manufactured helicopter parts.
The Gleasons moved to Islamorada in 1998 when Ken decided he had enough of New York traffic! Now he has far
more time for his real passion… carving! All at a lovely setting on Lower Matecumbe.
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FKEC Plans to Move Main Transmission Lines
at Sea Oats Beach
Just to the south of the Topsider Resort, the power lines cross U.S. from the bay
side of the highway to the ocean side. To the north, the poles are located to the
bay side of the access road and bike path. Once they cross the highway, they
reach Sea Oats Beach in a few hundred yards or so, where they are jeopardized
by the erosion that has been a huge problem when we experience storms.
Nikki Dunn Cullen, FKEC Communication/PR Consultant, has provided the
following information about the power pole relocation project on our island.
The potential Sea Oats Beach pole relocation project is part of our ongoing efforts to strengthen our power system. Here
are additional facts:
• FKEC came perilously close to losing several transmission structures during Irma due to erosion on Sea Oats
Beach. This would have caused significant delays reopening US 1 and dramatically increased the time required to
restore power to the Keys following Irma.
• The new line configuration will increase FKEC’s ability to weather major hurricanes and provide environmental
benefits by moving FKEC facilities away from the environmentally sensitive Sea Oats Beach.
• FKEC has applied for a FEMA 404 grant for funds to relocate the structures on Lower Matecumbe to the bayside of
US 1. The project and timeframe are dependent on these funds.
• FKEC is working with the Village of Islamorada, FDOT, and DEP on permitting, right of ways, and environmental
issues.
• The line design is progressing but still several months from completion. At this time many variables (including
underground water and sewer pipeline locations) still play a role in the exact pole relocation. While we don’t know
the precise location of each pole yet, we do know the line will run in the “median” area between US1 and the
residential road on the Gulf side. We will use this right-of-way to avoid setting poles right at a homeowner's
property line.
• The current ground marks are no longer valid to this project. Prior to starting the project, additional surveys and
ground testing is likely.
• In total 34 poles will be relocated, starting where the poles are currently on the Gulf side of Lower Matecumbe
down to the bridge.
• We hope to fast track this project for 2020, but many factors, including being awarded the FEMA 404 (preventative
construction) grant, will determine a start date. Outside of some surveying and testing, no groundbreaking will take
place in 2019.
• As with all FKEC projects, we will work diligently to minimize, if not avoid, any disruption to power service or
highway traffic during this construction project.

We appreciate the opportunity to share the preliminary facts about the pole relocation project with the Lower
Matecumbe Key Association. As a member-owned not-for-profit utility, FKEC is dedicated to providing the Upper and
Middle Keys with reliable, cost-effective, safe, and environmentally conscious power.

What’s with all the Sargassum
Weed?
The canals and the shoreline have turned hot chocolate
brown covered with a thick mat of seaweed. The atrocious
odor keeps you indoors! Some marine life is dying from fatal
oxygen depletion. (click here for story)
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The Bike Path: Lower Matecumbe’s Park
Use of Village Landscaping Funds:
The Village collects funds for landscaping mitigation. The funds are to be used to plant trees
or shrubs on public property within the Village. As of 3/31/2019 the landscaping mitigation
fund had an approximate balance of $175, 000 to purchase trees for public property in
Islamorada. At the April 25, 2019 council meeting, the Village Council directed the staff to
look into spending a portion of those funds to help landscape the U.S. One right of way on
Lower Matecumbe Key.

SEND US AN EMAIL IF YOU HAVE IDEAS ABOUT WHAT AND WHERE TO ADD PLANTS
Florida Department of Transportation’s promise of help:
Ever since the LMKA February meeting with FDOT, FDOT representatives have continued to
indicate through regular emails that they are working on improvements to address the
concerns of Lower Matecumbe residents including the cut offs from the highway, need for
landscaping, and general bike path concerns.

Donna Hanson, long time resident of Lower Matecumbe, retired in 2012 after 18 years as
Assistant to four County Commissioners/Mayors. When she retired she established a goal of
reaching 5000 miles on her bike. Since 2012 she has had three bikes and three odometers
which have logged an average of one thousand miles a year. As of the beginning of this month,
Donna has 6,925 miles… all on Lower Matecumbe and south to the Channel Five bridge. Now
that she is well beyond her original goal, Donna admits “Now I just enjoy the fresh air and beauty
of our island.”

Sue Miller, a resident of the island for 38 years, loves her morning walks on the
Lower Matecumbe bike path. Her goal for 2019 is to chalk up 3.5 million steps on her
Fitbit. And she is well on her way with 2.34 million steps in just over 5 months. As
summer heats up, Sue realizes how much lovelier the bike path would be with more
shade trees along the right of way.

Overturned sea turtle, eggs saved
By Kevin Wadlow Free Press Staff May 29, 2019

ISLAMORADA — A team of rescuers saved a stranded loggerhead sea turtle that
tumbled into trouble May 21 at Sea Oats Beach.
“She probably had been upside-down on her back for a couple of hours,” said Sandi
Williams, a Save-A-Turtle beach monitor. “I actually expected to be responding to a
dead turtle.”
The female loggerhead, estimated to weigh from 250 to 300 pounds, turned out to
be very much alive.
“She started going crazy, waving her flippers” when Williams started brushing sand
off the loggerhead. “That made me very happy.” (Click here for full story)

Membership Application/Renewal

June 2019

President’s Corner:

First Name(s): _____________________________

So much happens in Islamorada over the summer when our
population dwindles…. But fortunately we can all stay in
touch and have an impact electronically!

Last Name: _______________________________

Two important reasons for you to send emails even if you
are not in town:

_________________________________________

1. The Village Council wants your ideas about what
needs to be done about the regular chaos that occurs
every weekend on Indian Key Fill. They will meet

at Founders Park Tuesday June 18 5:30—
attend if you can, otherwise send an email to
clerk@islamorada.fl.us
2. The Village Public Works Director wants our
help in deciding where and what trees should
be planted in the right-of-way on Lower
Matecumbe. Reply to this email with your
suggestions… please! LMKANews@gmail.com

Mailing Address: __________________________

Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

What a wonderful social we had at
Robbies in May!

