Dear Parents,

Most of us have moved to our neighborhood because we love the schools, our neighbors, our diverse
community. We enjoy the quality of life.

However, in the past few years, even before COVID-19, our city has been under crisis on many fronts.

Personal safety is no longer assured. Crime has markedly increased as well as homelessness and food
insecurity. Small businesses are rapidly shuttering. Religious freedom is under attack. Racial tensions
are on the rise along with an uptick in anti-Semitism.

And for parents...our public schools are on an undeniable decline. High grades and hard work are no
longer highly regarded. Shockingly, we are being told that there are “too many whites” and “too many
Asians” in our top high schools where our children have worked hard to earn a spot - as if parents have
done our children wrong by instilling these esteemed values. The Gifted and Talented program for our
younger children was deemed as being rooted in “white supremacy” at a recent school board meeting.
The Department of Education is obsessed with devising ways to move children from one end of the
district to the other, rather than focusing on improving the quality of schools where needed as a way to
conceal their abysmal academic record in underserved schools. Older children in middle and high
schools are being denied in person instruction even though it was promised by the Mayor this school
year, only to be abruptly recalled.

The mayor’s ultimate goal of using government mandated school policies as a means to force equal
outcomes through redistribution instead of expanding equal opportunities for all children is harrowing.
Indeed, it is exactly the reason that many of us that have immigrated to America to escape from — and it
continues unchecked.

It is a bleak outlook.

However, there is a solution — the only solution — to this political crisis, and that is to vote. Only by
voting can we reverse this. Only by voting can we purge our democracy of this cancer metastasizing
through our society. Only by voting can we preserve vulnerable displaced cultures and traditions that
contribute to the richness of our great city.

But, like most everything, it is hardly as straightforward as it should seem. In 2013, only 3% of NYC
residents voted in the Democratic primary and elected the disaster we have been living through the past
8 years. If you are Independent or not registered with a political party, the most important action you can
take is to register with a party before February 12 because registered Independents can't vote in June
primaries and will be locked out of the most important voting opportunity in the city. About 70% of
registered voters in New York City are registered Democrats — the outcome of the June primaries will all
but assure who the next mayor will be. One only needs to be registered as a Democrat (or Republican)
for their respective primary on June 22 in order to vote - and then free to vote for any candidate in the
general election in November.

We are not suggesting anyone should change their ideology. We are asking everyone to take their civic
duty to vote seriously - because elections have consequences.

Queens Parents United
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