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Nat ional CRPD parallel repor t  consult at ion  
      Excerpts from the compilation done by Equals, Centre for 
social justice on the recommendations of the three  day 
consultation on parallel report on CRPD held at Chennai  
  

  
 Purpose and general obligat ions (Ar t icles. 1-4)  

 Measures taken to adopt the human rights model of disability 
across legislation, policies & practices  
Issues : 

1. Lack of awareness amongst  Government officials about the 
RPWD Act,lack of data  about Pwds so funds not utilized 
properly  -PWds were not  consult ed in the drafting of the act. 
No feedback was collected either-Funds were not allocated for 
any consultations- There is no mechanism in rural areas for 
PWds to make com plaint s/ receive specific support.  

2. In rural areas, the PWds are not receiving the benefits -The 
Government has no scheme -the criteria for social welfare 
schemes is BPL. -PWDs should also be able to avail them. 

3 The funds allocated to PWds schemes are currently going to 
one com m issioner  instead of different sectors like as health, 
transport, housing etc.  

.Recom m endat ions 

1. Improved awareness in t he rural areas, from top to 
bottom or bottom to top -in the act, there is a provision for 
training. This should be actively used to build rural capacity. 

2.Creating rural hum an resources.-for complaints

3. Urgency for  m echanism s, at all levels, to carry out 
consultations for   full and effective participation of Pwds 



 

 Equalit y and non-discr im inat ion (Ar t icle  5)  

Including the provision of reasonable accommodation  

 Issues  : 

1. There is no publicly available dat a of  claim s of 

discrimination on the basis of disability - lack of awareness 

amongst the public about the act; Measures to amend 

discriminatory provisions in the Haj policy 2018-2022 

2 There are many issues related to this bank account  opening

3. Discrimination in employment. The Minim um  Wages Act 

has a clause which states that applicability can be relaxed for 

persons with disabilit ies.

 Recom m endat ions: 

1 Strict monitoring  on whether the non-discrimination policies 

are being im plem ent ed rightly or not. Awareness among 

persons with disabilit ies on the various legal /  remedial 

services 

3.The bank account, Aadhaar card, voter ID and all the social 

entitlements there can be some relaxation for disabled people 

in terms of how they are able to access all of  t h is.  

4.St at ist ics on the number and percentage of claims of 
discrimination on the basis of disability to be available   
  



 

Children w it h disabil i t ies (Ar t icle  7) 

Mainstream the rights of children with disabilities, including in the 
area of early development, education and social protection 
Issues : 

In terms of early education, very litt le information on policies 
and schemes is available and not enough NGOs working on 
ear ly int ervent ion 

POCSO (Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act) 
and its implementation is an issue ?Child abuse in the family, 
neighbourhood and schools exists. Awareness is not enough 
at present for schools to support students with disabilit ies. 

Nut r it ion  :GM (genetically modified) food and other hybrid 
foods have adverse effects, and autism spectrum disorders are 
connected to the issue of food and nutrition.  

Children with developmental disabilit ies have issues eating. 
This area has not sufficiently been looked into. 

Educat ion:School authorities are not trained to accept children 
with disabilit ies. Enough resource persons are not there  

Social Prot ect ion Bus pass, etc. is not enough. The future of 
children needs to be considered and supported. Holistic 
development and extra curriculars are important. 

The fact is  that a lot of students are pushed into hom e-based 
education (due to convenience) where resource teacher gives 
support only once a week is important. The quality of this 
education is not considered. 

In schools itself, proper guidance in terms of spor t s should be 
there. Children with disabilit ies aren?t motivated enough to 
play sports.  



 Recom m endat ions: 

1.Ensuring identification and ear ly int ervent ion  are crucial -All 
grassroots workers need capacity building to ensure adequate 
early intervention. 

2.Policies on accept ance of  disabled children  in class, school, 
society, etc. should be incorporated- Common places should 
display  awareness material 

3.Comprehensive sexualit y educat ion for children with 
disabilit ies in accessible formats is important -Dat a on girls 
with disabilit ies who have experienced sexual assault needs to 
be available in the public domain.Family must be supported, 
teachers, etc. must be sensit ised about child abuse 

4.Environm ent al policies should be child friendly and 
encourage medical professionals to study the impacts related 
to food and the climate crisis 

 Awareness-raising (Ar t icle 8) -Eliminate and combat stigma 
against PWDs including  the portrayal of persons with disabilities 
in a manner inconsistent with the Convention. 

Issues :No Government initiative on awareness  about 
persons with deaf  blindness,people with disability in LGBTIQ . 
Leprosy is not only stigmatized based on it being a health 
issue or disability, but also social and economical.  

Recom m endat ion: Evaluate the qualit y of  t rain ing by 

Government .All statutory and constitutional bodies should 

have represent at ion  of people with disabilit ies. Disabil i t y 

cur r iculum  to be part of primary education - to raise a 

sensitized society. 



 Accessibil i t y (Ar t icle 9) -Improve accessibility, particularly in 
rural areas, and implement inter-sectoral programmes to 
ensure accessibility .

Issues t hat  cam e up: 

1. Under the 2016 act, st andards for  websit e, apps et c do 

not cover private establishments 

2 Under RPWD act, no new building will be approved unless it 

is accessible. 

3.Sign language interpretation should be provided in all news 

channels and for sports but nothing for deaf-blind persons  

4.Access to recreation is important? in beaches, heritage 

buildings, temples -Calipers and wheelchairs are not allowed 

inside temples

4.The manual and the guidelines under the swatch Bharat 

Abhiyan, do not have clear guidelines on accessible toilets- No 

clear roadmap for rural areas. 

Recom m endat ions: 

1.Define and monitor  standards for websites ror all including 

private sector

2.Universal design principle to be applied and made 

mandatory for designing buildings, products  and services - 

including public ,places of worship.  



 3.Provide government subsidy for goods and services  that 
facilitate accessibility like motorized wheelchairs

4.All national and state gazettes to be made  available in all 
official languages in accessible form at s.Accessibility should 
be paramount in all policies and programs at all levels 
including rural areas-road and transport.

  
 Equal recognit ion before t he law  (Ar t icle. 12)  

  Repeal incapacity and custody laws and abolish all forms of 
guardianship and establish supported decision-making 

Issues: Ensuring legal capacity is also a state subject, and 

states have passed rules but not reflected on legal capacit y. 

There is no effort to rem ove cust odial laws or ensure full 

legal capacity and supported decision making .Despite a 

discussion on the amendment of the NT Act, there was no 

consideration of the choices and decision m ak ing .From a 

m ent al-healt h perspective, nothing has changed 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. The National Trust Act should be am ended so PwDs will  

make the choice for themselves.  

2. Guardianship should be abolished and supported decision 

making should be made possible - Amendment to the RPDA  

3 Demand a larger budget  for creating awareness. 



Freedom  f rom  t or t ure or  cruel, inhum an or  degrading 
t reat m ent  or  punishm ent  (Ar t icle 15) 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. The government should set up a t ask  force various ways in 
which the issues raised in Law are addressed by the 
government, private players and civil service organisations, 
and families. 

2.Closely m onit or  all institutions for abuse

3. Families must be sensit ized on what kind of treatment falls 
under cruelty. Their ignorance feeds into torture 

4. A two way agreem ent  by the patient and doctor is 
neccessary at the time of admission to hospitals.  

5. There should be a mechanism to t rack  t he 
exper im ent at ion  process of various pharmaceutical 
experiments and there should be data, and the data should be 
available in the public domain 

6. Striking down/ changing the section ? am end t he Sect ion 
92  of  RPDA 

7. Forced abor t ions are not allowed under any law of the 
land. 



 Living independent ly and being included in t he 
com m unit y (Ar t icle 19)  

 Measures to apply, across all states, the right of persons with 
disabilities to choose place of residence and where and with whom 
they live; 

Issues 

1.Court says adequate housing does not mean just houses, it 

also includes the whole inf rast ruct ure.  

2.The state interprets judgement as a justification to create 

institutions. The court?s interpretation allows for any 

infrastructure to be made available for the individual. 

3.Evaluat e how ready the community/society is ready to take 

in people with disability . 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. There should be specif ic budget  allocation for transition 

from institution to community living arrangement 

2. Initiate program m es such as personal assistant services, 

care services etc,. 

3. Ensure fu l l  legal capacit y 



 Personal m obil i t y (Ar t icle 20)

 Recognize personal mobility as an individual enforceable right; 
Improve and promote development, production and distribution of 
mobility aids, assistive device and technologies for all persons with 
disabilities, irrespective of caste; Organize or support the training 
of qualified mobility and relevant support staff and make them 
available to persons with disabilities, particularly in rural and 
remote areas. 

  Recom m endat ions: 

1.Sign language interpreters must be available in public 
places-Hearing and other aids should be provided at lesser 
cost.-There should be a free maintenance program for 
assistive devices. 

2.Non- cust odial institutions and the right to choose from 
community care options are necessary.

3.The limit on age and percentage of disability for entitlement 
to aids needs to  be extended.

4.The qualit y of  exist ing wheelchairs, calipers and ramps is 
low in many places.The quality of these needs to be monitored 
and standardized.

5.The dignit y of  persons with disabilit ies should be respected.

6.Orientation to disability must be provided from the school- 
going age. 

7.5% of  funds received by local governments should be 
capped for accessibility  concerns- PwD should participate in 
this process at all levels.  



Freedom  of  expression and opinion, and access t o 
inform at ion (Ar t icle 21) 

Recom m endat ions: 

1.A dat abase of  sign language int erpret ers can be made 
available at all levels, especially at public places and places of 
intervention like police stations, hospitals and courts. 
Constitutional amendment to this effect is important.  

2.More awareness on Augm ent at ive and Alt ernat ive 
com m unicat ion (AAC) is needeD  and it should be recognized 
as an official mode of communication. 

3.Interpreters should be trained and appropriately 
remunerated, and they are to be made available as part of 
reasonable accom m odat ion .  Some method should be 
introduced to organize volunteers who can learn sign      
language, and also serve as scribes for blind people. 

4 Clear  inform at ion  must be provided by doctors about their 
diagnosis, medication and its side effects to people with 
psychosocial disabilit ies. 

5.Social media can be used as a tool to creat e awareness and 
sensitisation on schemes and other information related to 
disability. 

6.Measures should be introduced to monitor and improve the 
series of nat ional resource cent res for AAC in all states and 
villages.  



 Respect  for  pr ivacy (Ar t icle 22) 

The right to privacy of persons with disabilities has to be protected. 

Recom m endat ions 

1.There are clear  bar r iers in obtaining Aadhar, specifically for 

deaf- blind  persons (because of scanning) and for people with 

impairment in hands and  fingers. It is also the case for 

persons with cerebral palsy who face  difficulties due to 

involuntary movements. Many children with high support 

needs cannot make eye contact. There needs to be a change in 

the working  of this whole process.

2.There is a need to have st r ict  ru les t o prot ect  disabled 

people?s privacy in public places, especially at security 

screening points.

 3.Right to privacy is provided by the Aadhar card but it does 

not record any disabil i t y.    



 Respect  for  hom e and t he fam ily (Ar t icle 23) 

Amendments have been made to the religious personal laws 
restricting the right to marriage of persons with disabilities on the 
basis of impairment, and divorce laws that provide for seeking 
divorce on the grounds of disability, including leprosy and the right 
of persons with disabilities to adopt children on an equal basis 
with others 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. All the personal laws to determine whether they 

discriminate against disabled persons.  

2. There should be schemes which you can access to hire a 

personal assist ant  

3. Financial aid should be made available as soon as there is a 

semblance of disability to prevent abandonment 

4. Anganwadi/ Government Hospital ? need to be functional 

and strengthened on ear ly childhood developm ent - need to 

be linked to schemes supporting the family 



 Educat ion (Ar t icle 24) 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. Sensit izat ion  of teachers 

2. The district disability welfare officer (DWO) should play a 

more proact ive role in identification and admission of students 

with disabilit ies . Grievance redressal meeting should be 

conducted by district authority.  

3. Curriculum should be adapt ed in a way that it is useful for 

the child and the teacher should be able to teach the concept 

effectively 

4. Transpor t at ion and in f rast ruct ural and teaching and 

learning methods should be accessible 

5. There has to be a com m it t ee and assessm ent  board under 

the RPD 2016 act. 

6. Text book  audit  - how do our textbooks talk about disability 

and disabled people 

7.  Implementation of 5% reservat ion act  should be done 

properly. 



 Healt h (Ar t icle 25) 

Persons with disabilities entitled to the health plans, insurance, 
and services in the public health system including the Swavlamban 
National Health Insurance Scheme 2015

 Recom m endat ions: 

1. Sensit izat ion  of medical professionals and Awareness on 
rare diseases and rehabilitation for them is important. 

2. The state should review an insurance that covers all the 

services, and the cost should be borne by the state 

3. Af fordable healt h services for children with disabilit ies. 

 Work  and em ploym ent  (Ar t icle  27)  

  Increase the number of persons with disabilities in the open 
labour market through replacing sheltered employment, providing 
reasonable accommodation and individualized support at 
work,Protect women with disabilities from sexual harassment at 
the work place and ensure accessibility of safe hostels for women 
working away from home, Improve implementation of the four 
percent employment quota for persons with disabilit ies. 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. Work place accom odat ions has to be ensured so that 

persons with disabilit ies are included in all jobs 

2. St rengt hening of  sk il ls should happen from school itself to 



 

 

 empower children so that they can access the jobs they want 

3. Awareness program m e for employers in public, private, and 

unorganized sectors is needed 

4.Suppor t  st af f  at these workplaces should be encouraged, 

incentivize the employers  

5. The 2013 Act  should be am ended to include the needs of 

women with disabilit ies at the workplace.  

6.  Provision of adequat e funds for reasonable accomodations 

and  officials are accountable  for this

7. All vacancies in every department should be made publicly 

available, and inter-departmental meetings must happen every 

month or so to review that these vacancies are properly filled.  

8. There should be a t ransparent  and account able 

m onit or ing mechanism put in place in all public-sector 

agencies, as well as the publication of data from time to time 



 Adequat e st andard of  l iving and social prot ect ion (Ar t icle 
28)  Percentage of persons with disabilities, including persons 
affected by leprosy, covered by social protection schemes, 
particularly housing schemes, and the ?care giver allowance  

Issue: 

There is no specific scheme that looks at caregiver  allowance 

or support for personal assistants. No specific dat a is available 

with respect to social protection programmes .Lack of 

awareness among implementing officials .A beneficiary for the 

housing scheme should be m arr ied and above 18 -We rarely 

find people with marriages in the disability sector. 

Recom m endat ions: 

1. The government should collect disabled people?s details

 and the schem es  m odif ied and im plem ent ed-accessible 

Dat a  -Section 48 of the RPWD says the appropriate govt shall 

undertake social audit  of  al l  general schem es involving 

Persons with disabilit ies -this section should be implemented 

with immediate effect-

2. National and state governments should allocate certain 

amount of resources to provide caregiver  allowance and 

travel allowance for PwDS

3. The food basket system should have nut r it ious m eal 



 Technology Corner  
  

JABt alk -Free download on Google Play 

JABtalk is an app to help non-verbal adults and kids 

communicate. With it you can build sentences from words, 

organize words into user-defined categories, import pictures 

and audio, and more. It even has text-to-speech capabilit ies. 

There?s also a backup feature With it, you can make sure to 

transfer your settings to a new device.. It essentially turns any 

Android device into an AAC (augmentative and alternative 

communication) device. It?s also completely free. 



Or iginally feat ured at  Access  and Inclusion t hrough 
Technology 
https://www.closingthegap.com/aftershokz-the-next-generation

-of-bone-conduction-technology/

INCREASING ACCESSIBILITY + ENHANCING LIVES

AfterShokz bone conduction headphones provide a safe 
listening experience to blind users through the open ear 
design. Listening to directional cues through headphones while 
hearing ambient noise is providing blind customers a more 
comfortable experience, and increasing independent mobility.

To subscribe-

botta.bhavna@gmail.com

To share log on to 

Connectspecial.in
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