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ATTENTION:  CHURCH OFFICE CHANGES  
 
At their February 8 meeting, the Church Council approved two recommendations from the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee: 
 
1.  The position of Office Manager will now be called Office Administrator. 
 
2.  Kathy Craig's office hours will now be from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Tuesday-Friday.  Kathy's number of working hours will 
remain the same; her starting and finishing times will simply be pushed back by one hour. 
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The last Sunday before Lent recalls Christ’s transfiguration on the mountain with Elijah and Moses.  The pastor’s sermon is 
entitled Followers and Worshipers (Mark 9:2-9).  The liturgical color is white. 
 
Reminder:  Videos of past sermons can be accessed on YouTube (type in “Woodbury United Methodist Church”).  Thanks to 
our video team of Theron, Taylor, and Brady Kissinger for providing this service. 
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On Sunday, February 11, we will recognize those in our congregation who are Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts, as well 
as their adult leaders.  We seek to affirm the Scouting program, the Scouts, and their mentors as an integral and intentional part 
of the Church’s ministry. 
 
BOY SCOUTS:   David McClendon (Water-Oak Boy Scout Troop 52); Andrew Styblo (Middlebury Troop 5), Tyler Williams 
(Middlebury Troop 5) 
 
CUB SCOUTS:   Bradyn Boisseau (Woodbury Pack 54) 
 
GIRL SCOUTS:   Danielle McClendon (Watertown Girl Scout Troop 64209); Emily Matson (Southbury Troop 64625); Allison 
Roche (Woodbury Girl Scout Troop 60246); Samantha Roche (Woodbury Girl Scout Troop 64206) 
 
LEADERS:  Catherine Styblo and Karen Williams (Middlebury Boy Scout Troop 5 Committee); Jim Styblo (Middlebury Boy 
Scout Troop 5 Assistant Scoutmaster); Kathleen Roche (Woodbury Girl Scout Leader, Troops 64200 & 60246) 
 
If you are aware of any names that have been omitte d, please contact the church office. 
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An Ash Wednesday service  will be offered next Wednesday, February 14, at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  Ash Wednesday 
marks the beginning of the 40-day season of Lent with an occasion for reflecting on our human sin and mortality.  The pastor’s 
sermon is entitled A Valentine from God.  The service will be highlighted by the imposition of ashes. 
 

 



 

Last Call:  District Resource Day 
 
The Connecticut District sponsors annual District Resource Days  to equip laypersons and clergy in their life of discipleship and 
in a variety of church ministries.  The second and final District Resource Day is being offered this Sunday, February 11, from 
2:00 – 5:00 PM, at Stratford UMC, 2600 Main St., Stratford, CT. 
 
Please see the attachment in this issue of the Messenger  for details about the seminars that will be provid ed.   Pastor 
John will be attending this workshop.  Please contact him if you wish to carpool. 
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This Saturday, February 17, beginning at 4:30 PM our Fellowship Hall will be serving the community with our delicious salad, 
pasta, meatballs, and of course our famous array of homemade desserts from our church bakers.  How can you help make this 
a successful event?  Reach out to Joann King.  This is a great evening to visit with people in the community as well as a night of 
fun with others in your church. 
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Journey from the introspection of Ash Wednesday to the glory of Easter. 
Journey alone and journey together. 

Journey along the Pilgrim Road . 
 

This year’s Lenten study will use the work of the Benedictine monk, Albert Holtz, who spent a year-long 
sabbatical traveling throughout 15 countries.  Father Holtz shares stories, history, and spiritual insights from 
his journey.  Daily personal devotions and weekly group reflections will provide additional meaning and 
depth to the upcoming season of Lent.  
 
At the end of each daily reading, Father Holtz shares the principles contained in the “Rule of Benedict,” wisdom such as:  
“Do not be daunted immediately by fear and run away  from the road that leads to salvation.  It is boun d to be narrow at 
the outset. But as we progress in this way of life and in faith, we shall run on the path of God’s com mandments, our 
hearts overflowing with the inexpressible delight o f love.”  
 
Pilgrim Road  is organized around six aspects of the Israelites’ wilderness journey, one for each full week in Lent, including: 
 

Self-discovery…Fighting temptation…  
Call to conversion…Meeting God…  

Depend on the Lord…The Promised Land 
 

This 6-week Lenten study begins Sunday February  18 th and will be offered 3 times each week, on: 
 

Sundays 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 
Tuesdays 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Wednesdays 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Note: Pastor John will be leading the Sunday night group, which is open to all and especially meant to be convenient for the 

parents of our Youth Group members. 
The book is available through the church office for $16; and e-books can be purchased online for approximately $10. Note, we 

are using the “revised” edition. 
Contact Bud Behlman (203-206-9276; budbehlman@charter.net for additional information. 
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A Request from Jay Hockenberry: 
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�
Needed Items at the Woodbury Food Bank 

 
February is WUMC’s month to help at the Woodbury Food Bank. Thanks to all of you who have signed up to volunteer on 
Fridays; and a big thank you to Rebecca Hibbard who volunteers there every Saturday! These are suggested items that are in 
great need at the Food Bank. It would be so nice if our church members could fill the box in the hallway by the office door to help 
supply the Food Bank this month.  
Requests are for: 
 
Tissues and more tissues!!!!!     Oatmeal 
Hot chocolate       Mayonnaise 
Variety of cold cereals      Snacks (Chips, Chocolates, crackers, etc.) 
Juice boxes       Wet cat/dog food 
Salad dressings       Canned chicken 
 
Once again, thank you all for your caring and generosity in helping our neighbors in need! 
 
Carolyn Shay, Lay Leader/Co-Chair, Missions & Outreach Ministry Team 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Offered for children in Pre-school through 8 th grades on Sunday mornings 10:45 AM after the 
children’s sermon.  Sunday School hall monitor volunteers are needed. Sign up on bulletin board in downstairs hall.  
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH CHOIR:   

CHILDREN’S CHOIR:   Practice on Sundays right after worship from 11:30 to 11:55 AM for Sunday School aged 
children.   Sunday School teachers, please bring your students up to the Assembly Room at the conclusion of 
worship.  We are looking for parent volunteers to stay for practice.  

 
YOUTH CHOIR:  Practice on Sunday evenings at 6:15 PM in the Assembly Room prior to Youth Group.  Students in 
grades 4 & up are welcome to join us for practice and will need a pick-up prior to the Youth Group meeting at 6:45 PM. 

 
YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS: Sunday evenings 6:45 to 8 PM in Fellowship Hall.   
 
YOUTH EVENT: February 18th -  Annual Woodbury Community Services Indoor Mini Golf Event.  After children’s choir practice 
we will have pizza at WUMC & then carpool to the Woodbury Senior Center for mini-golf. Bring $5 for pizza and $4 for mini-
golf.  No evening youth group meeting this night. 
 
SAVE THE DATES:   April 29, 2018 for WUMC’s Youth Led Worship Service :  Youth will be preparing during Youth Group 
meetings throughout the winter & Lent.  All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us for planning & preparation.  Mark your 
calendars for June 17, 2018  (Father’s Day) for WUMC’s Annual Education Sunday & Graduate Reco gnition Service.  
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The Prayer Corner:     
 
In the hospital:  Ron Hollenbeck, father of Beth Buzzannco (St. Mary’s, Waterbury) 
 

Home from the hospital:  Christine Smith (surgery on February 5 at St. Mary’s, Waterbury) 
 

Inpatient rehabilitation:  Dick Kahn (River Glen, Southbury); Marie Petty, aunt of Kathy Craig (Abbott Terrace, Waterbury); 
Henrietta Kilborn, friend of Kathy Craig (the Cheshire House, Waterbury) 
 

 
 



 

 

Outpatient treatments:  Linda Davison, mother-in-law of Gary McClendon and grandmother of David and Danielle McClendon 
(Bethlehem); Veronica Tierney, niece of Mark and Jessie Lynch; Becky Simmons, sister of Barb Hunt (Vernon Center, NY); John 
Fleming; Will Styblo, infant son of David and Katie Styblo and nephew of Jim and Catherine Styblo (Franklin, Tennessee); 
Jessie Thomson, daughter-in-law of Kathy Craig (Ferndale, WA) 
 

Recovering at home:  Angie Vaiuso, mother of Karen Williams; Dot Bulls-Petty, friend of Kathy Craig 
 

Homebound member:  Florence Brown 
 

Please continue to remember : Nancy Clark, Jean Lilly, mother of Meg Temple (Cincinnati, OH); Mary 
Vindigni, (mother of Pete Vindigni), Paul Hatch, the Keith family, Manny Gesh, Gladys Ayars 
(stepmother of Carolyn Shay),  Beth, Jillian & Alex Buzzannco, Kelly Etcheto, Vernessa Kingsbury, Jim 
Congdon, Jane True, Blair Feller, Marilyn Bender, Eddie Lenox (son of Grace Bell), Ethan Murphy, 
(great grandson of Grace Bell),  Brigitte Weimann, Ryan DeRidder and family, Ernest & Mary Jo 
Corraro, Laura & Stuart Brush, Lindsey Oppel, and Janet Grant (sister of Betty Lines), and The 
Thomson family of Ferndale, WA  (family of Kathy Craig). 
 

 
If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our website @  www.woodburyumc.net for this 
month’s birthday listing.    

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fellowship Hosts And Altar Flower Opportunities:    
 
 An Altar Flower sign-up sheet is posted in Fellowship Hall.  Please get the dates you want now to take advantage of this 
wonderful ministry. If you want your flowers dedicated in the bulletin for a special occasion, please be sure to make us aware of 
that when ordering.    
Many opportunities are available to host Fellowship Hour during the year.  If you would like to host a Sunday, please be sure to 
sign up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.   
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When attending worship on Sundays, parking is avail able in the C.L. Adams lot; however, please do not block the 
entrance towards the back of the lot as that inhibi ts the tenant’s access in and out of the lot. Thank  you. 
 

�  HANDICAPPED PARKING  - - these are the three spaces outside the office doors (Church Street Entrance). Please do 
NOT park there unless you have a handicapped parking tag.  If you do park there, please be sure to leave enough room for 
the people using the handicapped ramp. 

 
·  NEW Office Hours - Tuesday thru Thursday 9 am – 3 p m & Friday from 9 am - 2 pm. The  

answering machine will be checked daily; however, if you have a pastoral emergency, you can call Pastor John 
Thomason @ (203) 263-7575. Thank you!   

 

Messenger deadline  – 10 AM on Wednesday for Wednesday afternoon publicat ion!    Please see 
information for article submission.  To keep the formatting to a unified look and also save on time of reformatting 
articles to fit, please use Full Justification, Arial font 9.5 size with font 1 0 size for headings .  Thank you! 
 

 
MINISTRY MEETING DATES for 2018  – need to be emailed to the office to be placed on the web calendar.  Please 
remember to submit your ministry meeting dates to the office (by email) so they can be added to the wall calendar as 
well as the web calendar at our website or feel free to enter them on the calendar for next month’s 
date when you are leaving your meeting. This will let everyone in the community know how active a 
church body we are at WUMC.  
 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION UPDATES??? 
Please continue to send any changes in names, addresses, phone numbers, emails, etc. please 
send them to wumc@woodburyumc.net.  

 
 
 
 
 



Calendar of Events at WUMC for next week :    
  

 All Ministry Chairs – please submit any ministry m eeting times to the office so they can 
be put onto the calendars each week (Messenger, Off ice & Web). Thank you! 
 
   
Sun., February 11  8:45 a.m. Men’s Ministry Group Meeting                                                          (Fellowship Hall) 

       9:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Fellowship                                                           (Fellowship Hall) 
Transfiguration Sunday     10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                   

 10:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School                                                    (downstairs classrooms) 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour                                                                               (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:30 a.m. Children’s Choir Practice  (grades 1-5)                                         (Assembly Room) 
 2:00 p.m. District Resource Day Workshop @ Stratford UMC – contact Pastor John 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Choir Practice                                                                     (Assembly Room) 
 6:45 p.m. Youth Group meeting                                                                       (Fellowship Hall) 
   
Mon.,  February 12 7:00 p.m. Board of Trustee Meeting                                                              (Assembly Room) 
   
Tues.,  February 13 9:00 a.m. Open Doors Ministry Team Meeting                                               (Assembly Room) 
   
Wed., February 14   NO Bell Choir OR Voice Rehearsal                                                                        
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service                                                                         (Sanctuary) 
   
Sat., February 17 4:30 p.m. Pasta Supper                                                                                 (Fellowship Hall) 
   
Sun., February 18  8:45 a.m. Men’s Ministry Group Meeting                                                      (Fellowship Hall) 

        9:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Fellowship                                                         (Fellowship Hall) 
1st Sunday in Lent       10:30 a.m. Worship Service   

 10:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School                                                   (downstairs classrooms) 
 11:30 a.m. Children’s Choir Practice  (grades 1-5)                                         (Assembly Room) 
 11:45 a.m. Fellowship Hour                                                                               (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:45 a.m. Family Nurture Ministry Team meeting                                  (downstairs classroom) 
 6:15 p.m. Youth Choir Practice                                                                     (Assembly Room) 
 6:30 p.m. Lenten study: Pilgrim Road                                                   (downstairs classroom) 
  6:45 p.m. Youth Group meeting                                                                       (Fellowship Hall) 
   
 
Kathy Craig, Office Administrator 
Woodbury United Methodist Church 
Open Hearts . Open Minds . Open Doors 
4 Church Street, Woodbury, CT 06798 
(203) 263-4775 . www.woodburyumc.net 
 
 
 

 
February Tidbits: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We will be contacting you to update the copier codes as well as the 
key inventory listing for the Board of Trustees.  Chairs that have 
stepped down will need to return keys to be issued to new chairs.  
 
Thanks for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

 
 



February Happenings from the CT District: 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 


