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February 1, 2016 


Chief Pilot Sounds Off: 
Greetings Flyers: 


I hope this message finds you well!! 


As we have a break in the weather, we should charge the 
batteries, get some fuel, check the radios and head out to fly.  So 
excited to get out there and enjoy some sunshine and the 
company of fellow flyers. 


As we all know, the FAA has recently launched the UAS 
Registration program.  The AMA continues to explore all legal 
and political options available; but these various avenues may 
take time and a definitive solution is unlikely before the 
February 29th registration deadline.  Therefore, AMA members 
are now required by regulation to register their aircraft with the 
FAA to avoid Federal enforcement and potential penalties.  As 
tough as this may be for some, the club’s position will be to 
comply with the AMA/FAA rules at this time.  While this may 
be unpopular to some, nonetheless, we should comply with the 
AMA request.  In spite of all our varying opinions, I appreciate 
your continued support and dedication to our club. 


I look forward to our upcoming events which we have 
scheduled, seeing and meeting our newest members and having 
a great season at our field. 


Best regards, 


Brian McBride 


 







Baron’s Bulletin Page 2 February 1, 2016


CLUB WEBSITE:   WWW.REDBARONS.ORG 


CLUB  FACEBOOK::   WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/REDBARONRCCLUB 


Upcoming Meeting Schedule and 


Locations: 


Wed., Feb. 17th @ 7 P.M.  Board 


Meeting @Prime Time Pizza, 1920 


State Hwy. 65, Wheatland 


Sun., Mar. 20th @ 9 A.M.  “Tyler’s 


Freeze Fly” at Toyota Amphitheatre 


Wed. Mar. 23rd @ 7 P.M. Board 


Meeting @ Lincoln Raley's, 39 


Lincoln Blvd., Lincoln 


Club Calendar 


Flight Training 
Program 


Just a reminder that training 


continues on Saturdays or Sundays 


by completing the contact form on 


the training website link and emailing 


it to one of the following individuals: 


Brian McBride, Chris McBride, David 


Rice or Dave McCreary to make an 


appointment with an instructor.   


In some cases, Wednesday dates may 


also be available. 


No Fly Dates @ Toyota 
Amphitheatre* 


Thurs., May 19th—Brad Paisley, etal  


Wed., July 13th—Dixie Chicks 


Sun., July 31st—Brantley Gilbert 


Thurs., Aug. 18th—Jason Aldean 


Sat., Sept. 3rd—5 Seconds of Summer 


Thurs., Sept. 15th—Luke Bryan 


Fri., Sept. 30th—Florida Georgia Line 


Highlights of February 
Board Meeting 
See Separate Attachment 


Changes to 
Membership Roster 
Please note the following correction 


to Chuck Harkins’ email contact 


information:  


cch_wctt@sbcGlobal.net 



http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Foothill-Highlands/124638854276606

McBrideB

Highlight
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Important Notice To 
All Club Members and 
Their Guests: 
It is important that we abide by the 


club’s By-Laws as they reference our 


agreement with Toyota 


Amphitheatre.  To the point, when 


there is a public event scheduled at 


the Amphitheatre, those dates are 


considered NO FLY DAYS and we 


have agreed with Toyota not to use 


our flying field.  It is OUR 


responsibility to check availability.  


You can check their website or the 


marquee at the site in advance to be 


certain of any scheduled events. 


If perchance you make a mistake and 


go out to the field on a NO FLY DAY 


are approached by Amphitheatre 


personnel, you MUST listen to their 


requests and follow any directions 


they give you IMMEDIATELY.  The 


land belongs to Toyota and we are 


there as their guests on a month-to-


month lease.  WE DO NOT WANT TO 


DO ANYTHING TO JEOPARDIZE 


THAT ARRANGEMENT OR TO 


DAMAGE OUR RELATION WITH 


THEM. 


Your cooperation in this matter is 


greatly appreciated as we strive to 


keep our club members sand and 


maintain a stress-free relationship 


with Toyota. 


Safety Tips 


   Safety Sam Says:  


   Safety is everyone’s 


r   responsibility!!!!   


   That includes pilots, 


   co-pilots, ground 


crews, everyone at the field. 


AMA requires us all to have our AMA 


No. and our names on or in our 


respective planes.  A great idea for 


everyone’s sake. 


Important Reminders:   


 Range check your plane. 


 Pit area is for work, not running 


engines or motors.  Talking is OK! 


 Taxi on runway, not the pit area. 


 Never fly over pits, people or 


Plymouths.  (It rhymed!) 


 Share the sky, don’t hog it all. 
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Recently I was given my Dad’s old 


“Pilot’s Log Book” dating back to the 


40s and 50s.  He owned and flew a 46 


J-3 Cub out of Capitol Sky Park in 


West Sac.  I flew with him every 


chance I could until I was about 12 or 


13 years old and then Little League, 


Scouts and a girl or two got in the 


way.   


To the point, I have just purchased a  


Sig J-3 Cub 1/4 scale, running a 91 YS 


4 Stroke from our good friend Bill 


Remner.  The plane is about 11 years 


old built by Bill’s friend, Don Conrad.  


Bill was the caretaker of this bird for 


ten years and now it’s my turn.  


Hopefully, I won’t turn it into a tail 


trophy in Brian’s garage. 


My plan is to start a “Pilot Log Book” 


for this great aircraft to pass down to 


my sons, Brian and Boomer, one day.  


As I move into my golden years, it 


seemed to fit.  I have to write notes 


to myself everyday so why not a 


diary about one of the greatest 


planes ever designed and built.  My 


Nostalgia opinion!!  That log will pay tribute to 


the builder, the caretakers and record  


its time in the sky while I was the 


pilot. 


Special Note:  As a reminder to our 


members, I would like to hear from 


YOU regarding your time at the work 


bench, poking holes in the sky, a 


favorite plane, story or a rough 


landing.   


Remember:  This is YOUR bulletin. 


Cleaning Out the 
Hangar 


Got any planes, engines, radio gear, 


etc. you want to sell?  This is a great 


venue for you to reach 50+ members 


(pilots) who might be in the market 


for what you have.   


Recycling is good for the planet and 


keeps the hangar clutter free. 







Baron’s Bulletin                                                                                           Page 5                                                                                       February 1, 2016 


Member Spotlight 


Meet Chuck Harkins, a hard-working 


member of Red Barons RC Flying 


Club for several years.  He started his 


aviation adventure many, many 


cross wind landings ago.  He built his 


first plane at age 10 with pins and 


glue and it took three days to dry.  


Ribs, wings, fuselage tail feathers, 


tissue paper and that magical stuff—


DOPE.  Ah, those where the days.  


Chuck got hooked on R/C flying in 


1974; but according to him, never 


became truly proficient in flying as 


work and family took priority in  


those early years.  The skies opened 


up in 2009 with kids out on their own 


and his wife wanting him out of the 


house and telling him to “go for it.” 


Quad copters, gas-powered and glow-


powered aircraft are his preference 


especially ARFs because he can’t find 


his pins and glue. 


Flying is where it’s at, not building.  At 


the moment, Chuck’s favorite joy is 


an Avistar Elite with a 46 OS.  He is a 


great member, spending many an 


hour on our mowing machine keeping 


our field in tip top shape. 


A BIG thank you to Chuck for his hard 


work. 


 


Let’s Clear the Hangar  


And 


Go Flying!!!! 
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Red Barons R/C Flying Club 


AMA Charter #151 


Est. 1967  An AMA Gold Leader Club 


Volume 1  Number 3 


March 1, 2016 


Chief Pilot Sounds Off: 
Hello Flyers! 
 


In my second term as your President, I've spent a bit of time 
reviewing various websites of other local RC clubs; and I must 
say once we get our new site up and running, we will rival 
some of the best sites out there.  
 
Feeling a bit nostalgic, I’ve also been reviewing our club 
documents/historical photos. I'm struck by how far our club 
has come since 1967. I’ve learned that we have a good 
hearted and welcoming spirit. We have a good relation-ship 
with the Amphitheatre which permits us to lease our 
gorgeous piece of land. We have an established 
infrastructure including a solid runway and pit area to 
provide us with safety and shade in summer.  
 
We are in a good financial position. We will continue to have 
field upgrades including the continued effort to get electricity 
in the pit area, runway and pit area painting and crack filling, 
two new start-up stands and improved lawn mowing 
equipment.  
 
We've had good club meetings and still need even more 
participation and we have a great training program with five 
gas trainers. I’ve also had some time to reflect on our history 
and we should be thankful to all of our past officers. And, to 
the current officers Chris, Chuck, Jerry, David and newly 
pointed Chuck Harkins.   I feel we are in good shape and will  
continue to  improve our club so we, too, can leave a lasting 
legacy. Their efforts over the last two years are sincerely 
appreciated.  
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CLUB WEBSITE:   WWW.REDBARONS.ORG 


CLUB  FACEBOOK::   WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/REDBARONRCCLUB 


Flight Training 
Program 


Just a reminder that training continues on 


Saturdays or Sundays by completing the 


contact form on the training website link 


and emailing it to one of the following 


individuals: Brian McBride, Chris McBride, 


David Rice or Dave McCreary to make an 


appointment with an instructor.   


In some cases, Wednesday dates may also 


be available. 


No Fly Dates @ Toyota 
Amphitheatre* 


Highlights of March 
Board Meeting 
See Separate Attachment 


Red Baron Members should always check 


no fly dates before loading up the vehicle.  


To date, the no fly dates are as follows: 


Wed., May 18th—Country Megaticket 


Thurs., May 19th—Brad Paisley, etal  


Wed., July 13th—Dixie Chicks 


Sun., July 31st—Brantley Gilbert 


Thurs., Aug. 18th—Jason Aldean 


Sat., Sept. 3rd—5 Seconds of Summer 


Thurs., Sept. 15th—Luke Bryan 


Fri.,  Sept. 24—Def Leppard with REO 


Speedwagon 


Fri., Sept. 30th—Florida Georgia Line 


 


Hey, take a break from flying and take 


the family to a concert. 


 


Chief Pilot Sounds Off (continued)   


I appreciate this club, its members and the 
friendships I have made because of my association 
with it and I don’t take that for granted.  
Please, always remember that our number one 
priority as your officers has always been and will 
always be the well-being and success of this club 
and to protect the legacy for many more years.  
Thank you for your membership; but most of all, 
thank you for your continued support.  
 
I’m proud of our Club; and yep, simply stated, “I 
love this Club……” 
 
Best Regards,  
 
Brian 



http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Foothill-Highlands/124638854276606
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Upcoming Meeting Schedule and 


Locations: 


Sun., Mar. 20th @ 9 A.M.  “Tyler’s Freeze 


Fly” at Toyota Amphitheatre 


Thurs., April 7th @ 7 P.M. Board Meeting 


@ Lincoln Raley's, 39 Lincoln Blvd., 


Lincoln 


Club Calendar Important Notice To 
All Club Members and 
Their Guests: 
It is important that we abide by the club’s 


By-Laws as they reference our agreement 


with Toyota Amphitheatre.  To the point, 


when there is a public event scheduled at 


the Amphitheatre, those dates are 


considered NO FLY DAYS and we have 


agreed with Toyota not to use our flying 


field.  It is OUR responsibility to check 


availability.  You can check their website or 


the marquee at the site in advance to be 


certain of any scheduled events. 


If perchance you make a mistake and go 


out to the field on a NO FLY DAY are 


approached by Amphitheatre personnel, 


you MUST listen to their requests and 


follow any directions they give you 


IMMEDIATELY.  The land belongs to Toyota 


and we are there as their guests on a 


month-to-month lease.  WE DO NOT 


WANT TO DO ANYTHING TO 


JEOPARDIZE THAT ARRANGEMENT OR 


TO DAMAGE OUR RELATION SHIP WITH 


THEM. 


Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 


appreciated as we strive to keep our club 


members sand and maintain a stress-free 


relationship with Toyota. 


Safety Tips 


                                Safety Sam Says:   


            Rules:   


             FAA—Effective 2-19-16 


                                     FAA number must be                  


              displayed on or inside                       


              an aircraft and accessible 


without tools.   


AMA—Have your name and address or your 


AMA Number either inside or outside the 


aircraft. 


Red Baron members and guests will adhere 


to regulations when asked to see FAA or 


AMA Number and oblige the person asking. 


A club rule now in effect. 


IN THE PITS:  Just as a reminder to 


everyone— 


1. Always range check your aircraft. 
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Nostalgia 


2. Inspect the control surfaces, servo 


arms and wire connections. 


3. Carry your aircraft outside the pit area.  


DO NOT taxi in the pits. 


4. Start planes in proper areas—North/


South side of the pits. 


 


This I remember-sort of!! 


In the mid sixties, I was newly married 


with a car payment, rent, household 


expenses and lusting for a two meter 


glider for free-flight adventures.   


In my early days of working in the funeral 


business, I served a two-year 


apprenticeship with two days and four 


nights off duty per month.  It took me 18 


months to build the glider and just 30 


seconds to smash it to pieces the first time 


out.  Being pulled like a kite with a Honda 


250 with 200 feet of chord and very nose 


heavy!  You guessed it—five more weeks in 


the basement of the funeral home 


rebuilding it. 


Finally, my friend Jim (also with a glider) 


and I went to the northeast area of Lincoln 


with a used weather balloon and 


makeshift timer.   


Results:  Two gliders went up, one came 


down after a one-half mile chase and the 


other disappeared out of sight.  About 


three months later, Jim got a call from a 


rancher near Lovelock, NV wanting him to 


identify his recent loss.  He did and the 


rancher said his cows had walked on his 


plane.  We went up to NV and brought 


back a bag of balsa sticks, covering and the 


thought of this incredible aircraft flying 


over the Sierra Nevada Mountains without 


hitting anything.   


Recap:  My plane had some built-in rudder 


and elevator; his—none.  The timer was 


attached to the balloon not the airplane.  


So, we lost the balloon and the timer as 


well.  My thought process came up short. 


Help me out guys, send me your stories to 


share with our members.  You don’t have 


to be old to have great stories.   


 


 


 







Baron’s Bulletin                                                                                           Page 5                                                                                       March 1, 2016 


Cleaning Out the 
Hangar 


Got any planes, engines, radio gear, 


etc. you want to sell?  This is a great 


venue for you to reach 50+ members 


(pilots) who might be in the market 


for what you have.   


Recycling is good for the planet and 


keeps the hangar clutter free. 


Member Spotlight 


Don Stroot 


some glue, a safety razor blade and a flat 


board to cut on. Today, CPS would probably 


lock them up for child endangerment!      


His skills advanced; and in 1941, Don placed 


fourth in his first contest flying a popular 


rubber-powered model called the “Korda.” 


That year he also purchased his first engine, 


a used Brown Junior, with money from his 


paper route.  It took a while to learn how to 


make the fool thing run. 


Despite gas rationing during WW2 Don 


entered as many free flight contests as he 


could get to.  As an aside, the rationing 


board allowed model builders 1 gallon of 


gas per month for their engines.  This was 


more than they needed so they used the 


excess in a car to get them to the field. 


Don’s interest in aviation was not limited 


to models.  In the late 1940’s, he took flying 


lessons using money saved by working 


summers carrying ice.  (Yes, some people 


and businesses still used ice.)  Managed to 


solo in a J3 Cub and got a student ticket.  He 


spent many happy hours slowly cruising 


around waving at people and watching the 


cars pass him.  His instructor ran the local 


bakery and grew up with Don’s mother.  


Instruction cost him $6.50 per hour and he 


could use the Cub any time he wanted for 


$5.00 per hour including fuel.      


During his college years, he added u-control 


to his flying activities. 


Don’s model building dates to the first 


half of the last century.  In 1938, when 


he was 10 years old, he built his first 


model.  It was a solid balsa model of the 


pre-WW2 China Clipper.  As he recalls, 


he got the kit by sending a dime to a 


radio show.  For tools, his folks gave him  







Baron’s Bulletin Page 6 March 1, 2016


In 1948, Don was in summer school 
at college.  The Nationals were held in 
Olathe, KS close enough that he could 
get there.  In spite of some problems – 
say “crashes” he did manage to place 
fourth in a rubber-powered event and 
fifth in the payload event.   


 Following college, Don got a job, 
got married, moved from Illinois to 
Arizona and back to Illinois.  Along the 
way, he acquired a couple daughters.  
This really impacted his modeling time.   


The exception was in Arizona.  
There he did field research work on 
earthmoving equipment.  The proving 
ground included 5½ sections of open 
desert and he had a company jeep to 
chase with.   


Don kept a small free flight in his 
desk drawer and spent many a lunch hour 
chasing his free flight model.  He loved it!  
He built and flew his first RC model there.  
It was not a big success! 


In 1956, Don and his family moved 
from Illinois to San Leandro, CA and 
settled down.  He flew RC on and off until 
he retired in 1992.  During this period, he 
began collecting the old spark ignited 
engines of the 30’s and 40’s.  While he still 
looks for old engines, at Betty’s urging, 
he has begun to “weed-out” the 
collection.  To quote Betty; “If you die and 
leave me with all that stuff, I’ll kill you.”   
Figure that out!   


In 1997, he moved to Sun City, 
Roseville.  While the amenities in Sun City 
were attractive, the Red Barons field at 
the landfill was probably the deciding 


factor in their move.  Less than 10 
minutes to the field!  Pure heaven! 


The hobby has progressed 
greatly over the years Don has been 
involved.  The early engines were 
crude, unreliable and produced little 
power.  There were no glow plugs, 
turbines,  ARF’s or FPV.  You actually 
had to build the plane.  It was truly a 
hobby. 


Today, you buy an ARF, charge the 
battery and go fly.  To Don, that should 
be considered as a sport.  As proof, 
compare it to the sport of golf.  You buy 
a set of golf clubs and go use them.  
Isn’t that the same thing?   


 The hobby has been an 
important part of Don’s life for over 75 
years.  He has often said that the 
lessons he learned building and flying 
models was as valuable in his 
engineering career as was his formal 
education and provided a great deal of 
enjoyment and relaxation plus the 
fellowship of good people.  He intends 
to continue to enjoy it as long as 
possible.      






