Themes and scope of the conference:

1- The impact of new communication technologies on the cultural and national
identity of the Middle East:
a. New media and national identity
b. Global culture vs. National culture
c. New media and youth in the Middle East
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2- The future of the journalism profession and journalism practices in the
Middle East:

Ordinary citizens becoming journalists

Ethics of the journalism profession

Electronic vs. printed journalism

Readership, readers and the huge influx of printed media

Partisan vs. commercial journalism
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3- The role of mass media in international relations:
a. The relationship between politics, politicians and the media
b. Middle East issues in national, pan Arab and Western media
c. Are the media for dialogue or confrontation?
d. Factors influencing reporting other nations
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4- The impact of negative stereotyping on Arabs, Muslims and the Middle East
in general:
a. What causes the negative stereotyping of Arabs and Muslims?
b. Terrorism, media and Muslims (Terrorism has no religion or place)
c. The impact of negative stereotyping of Arabs and Muslims on economy
and tourism
d. The roots of stereotyping
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5- Globalization, media, cultural diversity and religion in the Middle East
a. One world & different cultures vs. one culture & different worlds
b. Globalization and communication laws and regulations in the Middle East
c. Divided audience
d. Religion and language in the Middle Eastern mass media
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6- Mass communication theories and media research in the Middle East:
a. Trends of media research in the Middle East
b. Do we have Middle-Eastern communication theories?
c. Media research and media journals in the Middle East
d. Interdisciplinary and joint communication research in the Middle East
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7- Wars, regional conflicts and crisis communication:
Arab media vs. international media in war time
Does negative news make money?

Managing communication in times of crises
Reporting the Middle East

Crises, wars and Censorship
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8- The evolving patterns of learning and education:
a. Teaching media and communication in the Middle East: Obstacles

b. Media education programs in Middle-Eastern schools

c. Critical media analysis
d. The market place and communication graduates
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