INDIA, North to South, and SRI LANKA

Old and New Delhi; Taj Mahal in Agra; Elephants, Tiger safaris and temples in Rajasthan;
Houseboat, birds and relaxation in Kerala; as well as some of the most amazing spices and
world heritage sites of both India and Sri Lanka.

A private spiritual adventure with
Rev. Harvey Tobey
$6589 April 5-24, 2018
Based on twin sharing basis. Single supplement $1298
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION:
CITY
NIGHTS
Delhi
02 NIGHTS
Agra
01 NIGHT
Ranthambore
02 NIGHTS
Jaipur
02 NIGHTS
Jodhpur
01 NIGHT
Udaipur
02 NIGHTS
Alleppey
01 NIGHT
Kumarakom
02 NIGHTS
Dambulla
02 NIGHTS
Kandy
01 NIGHT
Colombo
01 NIGHT

DELUXE HOTELS
Metropolitan
Ramada Hotel
Treehouse
Trident Hotel
Indana Hotel
Trident / Fateh Niwas
Deluxe Houseboat
Aveda Kumarakom
Amaya Lake
Ozo Kandy
Ozo Colombo

Talk to Rev. Harvey Tobey harveytobey@gmail.com
Or call Tordes - Toll free 1 866 978 2997 ext 804
Fax: 1-250-800-1674 Email: tordes@indus.travel

TOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES:
•
International flights from Toronto
•
Domestic & regional flights
•
Accommodation on a twin sharing basis
at listed hotels or similar
•
All currently applicable taxes
•
Transportation in an Air-conditioned vehicle
•
English speaking tour manager
•
All meals
•
Sightseeing & entrance fees as per the itinerary
•
Optional Yoga classes
•
Travel Insurance
•
Tips & gratuities
TOUR PACKAGE DOES NOT INCLUDE:
•
items not mentioned as being included
•
Items of a personal nature
•
Beverages with meals
•
Visas required for India and Sri Lanka

TOUR ITINERARY:
APR 5 TORONTO
Today make your own way to Toronto Pearson Airport for your flight to India. Enjoy inflight meals and services.
Tentative Flights- Thu, 5 April, Toronto 2:35p -11:30a - Abu Dhabi –2:20p - 7:20p Fri, 6 April, Delhi.
APR 6
DELHI
Welcome to Delhi, India! a monumental city with a vibrant mix of old and
new teeming bazaars, stately British boulevards, powerful Mughal palaces
and forts, and intricate, ethereal towers, temples and tombs. On arrival at
Delhi International Airport you will be met and assisted by our company
executive and transferred to your hotel. Overnight in Delhi
APR 7 DELHI
Your adventure this morning begins in Old Delhi, the Mughal capital
established by Shah Jahan in 1638. At the famous Red Fort, where Jawaharlal
Nehru unfurled the flag of newly-independent India on August 15, 1947,
trade the vehicle for bicycle rickshaws. Weave through the warren of
crooked, congested alleys off Chandni Chowk, one of India’s oldest and
busiest bazaars, where you will see the traditional workmanship for which
India is well known and still thrives. Visit Raj Ghat, Mahatma Gandhi’s
serene and evocative cremation site and the Jama Masjid, one of the largest
mosques in India. This afternoon visit the Qutb Minar, a stunning 240-foot
minaret, the tallest in the world, surrounded by an elaborate complex built in
the Indo-Islamic architectural tradition. Overnight in Delhi
APR 8
DELHI – AGRA
DRIVE 204 KMS/ 3 HRS
This morning depart for Agra. Agra came into the limelight during the rule of Afghan King Sikandar Lodhi who
made it the capital of his empire. Later in 1526 A.D., the Mughal Emperor Babar took upon himself the task for
rendering Agra, a unique character and beauty of its own. The next few hundred years of Agra witnessed the rise of
the pomp and pageantry of three great Mughal monarchs, Emperor Akbar, Jehangir and Shah Jahan. On arrival in
Agra visit Agra Fort an UNESCO World heritage site built and added to between the 16th and 17th centuries by
successive rulers of the Mughal Dynasty. The fort was built primarily as a military structure, but Shah Jahan
upgraded it to a palace and later it became his gilded prison for 8 years after his son Aurangzeb seized power. The
elegant building inside reflects an interesting synthesis of Hindu and Central Asian architectural styles. At sunset
visit the Taj Mahal. Often considered the pinnacle of Mughal art in India, the Taj Mahal was built by Emperor
Shah Jahan for his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal. When declaring it a world heritage site, UNESCO described it as
“the jewel of Muslim art in India”. There are few words that can describe the magnificence of this monument.
Marvel as light and colors transform this stunning monument in the beautiful glow against the setting sun.
Overnight in Agra
APR 9
AGRA – RANTHAMBORE
DRIVE 290 KMS / 6 HRS
This morning take part in optional Yoga session. After breakfast, we will continue overland to Ranthambore. We
will stop en-route at Fatehpur Sikri, the eerily abandoned capital of the Mughal Empire between 1570 and 1586.
Akbar built this city to celebrate the birth of his son and future heir to the throne, Emperor Jahangir. While Akbar
is believed to have been illiterate, he took great interest in the arts and
architecture; Fatehpur Sikri is one of his masterworks. Sadly, it served as a
capital for little more than a decade, eventually being abandoned for lack of
accessible water. This evening watch a wild life documentary featuring the
flora and fauna of Ranthambore National Park. It will give you a broad idea
of the park, surface area, topography, landscape etc. The film also tells about
the latest developments and plans for the park. You will also hear about the
tiger/ tigress who ruled here recently. Overnight in Ranthambore

APR 10
RANTHAMBORE
Ranthambore National Park, at 150 square miles, is one of India’s smallest tiger reserves, but boasts one of the
country’s largest tiger populations and an impressive array of other animal and bird life (over 270 species of birds
have been documented). It is located between the Aravalli and Vindhya mountain ranges, forested with deciduous
trees and dotted with natural and manma de lakes and spectacular ancient ruins. Wildlife including leopard, sloth
bear, wild boar, langur nilgai, sambar and chital inhabit the park in abundance. Crocodiles are found in some of
these lakes, which are also seasonally rich in water birds. Your day will begin with pre-dawn coffee and biscuits
before setting off on an early morning game drive with a park guide in search of the elusive Royal Bengal Tiger.
Return to your hotel and enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure or take part in optional Yoga session Evening
additional safari. Overnight in Ranthambor
APR 11
RANTHAMBORE - JAIPUR
DRIVE 170 KMS / 3.5 HRS
After breakfast depart for the pink city of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s capital. The origin of Jaipur’s nickname becomes
immediately apparent as we enter the old city walls and greet the pink-colored buildings that rise at every turn.
Jaipur is an excellent place to enjoy unparalleled shopping and people watching. Spend time in the oldest and
busiest of markets in the walled city at Johori Bazaar, a true feast for the senses. Aromatic spices fill the air, while
oxcarts, rickshaws, cows, bejeweled women and men with shocking pink turbans jostle through the labyrinthine
streets. This evening enjoy an authentic Rajasthani dinner with a local family. After a traditional welcome by your
hosts, learn about their culture, cuisine, rituals and festivals. Listen to the stories of the Pink City from your
charming hosts, admire the traditional décor of Hindu
gods and savor the great flavors of Rajasthani cuisine. Sit
down with the family to feast on naans, lentils, curry, and
dal- bati etc., as well as many other dishes typical of
Rajasthan, including a dessert or sweet dish. Overnight
in Jaipur
APR 12
JAIPUR
This morning take part in optional Yoga session. After
breakfast this morning your tour starts with an
exhilarating excursion to Amber Fort perched on top of a
hill. A royal ride on elephant up the hill like the
Maharajas of past times and visit the Jagmandir (the hall
of victory). Perched on a hillside on the outskirts of town,
the palace was constructed in the 1590s by Maharaja Man
Singh, the commander of Akbar’s army, and was largely
motivated by the highly defensible location. This is a beautiful and very well preserved structure, built on four
levels and surrounded by ruins, which served as the backdrop for the Mira Nair movie “Kama Sutra: A Tale of
Love.” In the afternoon we return to the city for a look at the grand Hawa Mahal (Palace of Winds). This
magnificent structure was built to allow the royal ladies of the palace to discretely watch the grand processions
along the main street, City Palace and impressive Jantar Mantar, an astronomical observatory built in the early
1700s by Maharaja Jai Sing II, the great warrior-astronomer to which this city owes its name. Overnight in Jaipur
APR 13 JAIPUR - JODHPUR
DRIVE 295 KMS / 6 HRS
This morning drive to Jodhpur called the ‘Blue City’ and once the capital of the former princely state of Marwar.
It was founded in 1459 by Rao Jodha and is now the second largest city in Rajasthan. Flanked on its western side
by the Mehrangarh Fort and on the eastern side by the stately sandstone Palace of Umaid Bhawan, the monuments,
temples and gardens of Jodhpur depict a multi-faceted grandeur. It is a marvelously medieval city. While the
graceful palaces, forts and temples bring alive the historic grandeur, exquisite handicrafts, folk dances, music and
the brightly attired people lend a romantic aura to the city.

On arrival see the magnificent Mehrangarh Fort which dominates
the town ringed with its massive protective walls. There are seven
gates that lead into the fort. Inside the fort is a series of courtyards
and palaces. The palace apartments with marvelously carved panels,
latticed windows have evocative names such as Sukh Mahal
(Pleasure Palace), Moti Mahal (Pearl Palace), the Phool Mahal
(Flower Palace) and the Sheesh Mahal (Palace of Mirrors). These
palaces house a fabulous collection of trappings of Indian royalty
including a superb collection of palanquins, elephant howdahs (used
when the Maharajas rode their elephants in processions), miniature paintings, musical instruments and costumes.
Then continue your tour to Jaswant Thada, located a short distance from the fort, just off the fort road, is a white
marble memorial to Maharaja Jaswant Singh II. The cenotaph built in 1899, was followed by the royal crematorium
and three other cenotaphs that stand nearby. There is some beautiful marble jali (lattice) work and there are
wonderful views from the terrace in front of the cenotaphs. Overnight in Jodhpur
APR 14
JODHPUR – UDAIPUR
DRIVE 270 KMS / 5 HRS
This morning depart for Udaipur en-route stopping at Ranakpur, the largest Jain temple complex in India and dates
to the 15th century. The main temple is dedicated to Adinath, the first Tirthankar. Intricate carvings detail
mythological figures, patterns and motifs on the walls, pillars and domes. There are 1444 ornately carved marble
pillars in the complex and none of them are similar. The beautiful lace-like interiors of the domes are a superb
example of western Indian temple style. Surya temple and other Jain temples are side attractions. Afterwards
continue on to Udaipur the majestic city of lakes and palaces. Founded by Maharana Udai Singh in 1559 and fondly
referred to as Rajasthan’s most romantic city, its rich history is matched by its picturesque setting among the
Aravalli Mountains and three manmade lakes. On arrival; check in to the hotel. Overnight in Udaipur
Please note: Leather belts, footwear, bare legs and black clothing not allowed at the temple
APR 15
UDAIPUR
We begin our day at the City Palace, overlooking the blue waters of Lake Pichola. Maharana Udai Singh initiated
construction in 1559 A.D. and it was subsequently expanded, with impressive uniformity, by several succeeding
Maharanas. The palace consists of a number of beautiful courtyards and gardens. The main hall has been converted
into a museum, housing opulent artifacts and original works of art. Inside the complex we will find the exquisite
crystal gallery, exhibiting 19th century pieces including crystal chandeliers, tables, sofas and beds. We will
continue walking towards Jagdish Temple to study its many remarkable friezes. Lavishly built in 1651 by
Maharana Jagat Singh, it is easy to understand why Jagdish is the most venerated Hindu temple in Udaipur.
Afterwards we will explore the Old City, wandering through its bustling streets lined with art shops, spice vendors
and tailors. Late this afternoon take a boat ride on the 4 km long and 3 km wide Lake Pichola, fringed with hills,
palaces, havelis, ghats, embankments and temples and offering spectacular views of the city. Visit the Jag Mandir
Island with its exquisite Gul Mahal Pavilion. It was the refuge for Prince Khurram, later known as Shah Jahan,
when he was exiled by his father and later during the uprising of 1857, the island offered safety to several British
families who fled from nearby Née much. Overnight in Udaipur
UDAIPUR – MUMBAI - COCHIN
BY FLIGHT – 9W DEP 0700/ ARR1110
COCHIN - ALEPPEY
Early this morning you will be transferred to the domestic airport for a flight to Cochin via Mumbai. On arrival
quick tour of Cochin - explore the old districts of Mattancherry and Fort Cochin where the various European
influences are most apparent with merchant houses and old warehouses cramming the waterfront and narrow
streets. Take in the St Francis Church, the oldest European church in India, and the highly decorated Santa Cruz
Basilica. Allow time to admire the colourful murals, including depictions of the Ramayana, in the 16th century
Dutch Palace. Linger in the colourful, pungent spice markets before moving on to the much-photographed Chinese
nets that line the shore of Fort Cochin.
APR 16

Late afternoon you will be transferred overland to Alleppey also known
as Alleppey, a pleasant easy-going market town surrounded by coconut
plantations. With its large network of canals, it is a major center for
backwater cruises and the venue for spectacular snake boat races. Also
called the “Venice of the East”, the town is the headquarters of Kerala’s
coir industry and also important for cashew nut processing. The
houseboats are huge, slow moving, exotic barges used for leisure trips
- are the reworked kettuvallams of the past. The original kettuvallams
were used to carry rice and spices - a standard kettuvallam can hold up
to 30 tons - from Kuttanad to the Kochi port. The kettuvallam or ‘boat
with knots’- was so called because the entire boat was held together with coir knots only - not even a single nail is
used during the construction. The boat is made of planks of jack-wood joined together with coir. This is then
coated with a caustic black resin made from boiled cashew kernels. With careful maintenance, a kettuvallam can
last for generations. Overnight on the houseboat.
APR 17
ALLEPPEY - KUMARAKOM
DRIVE 45 KMS/ 1 HR
Enjoy a leisurely morning before disembarking at approximately at 10.00am and check in to your hotel in
Kumarakom a cluster of tiny islands that are impossibly beautiful, surrounded by a labyrinth of tropical waterways.
Kumarakom lies in the scenic backwater area, on the shore of the pleasant Vembanad Lake, 16 km away from
Kottayam. On arrival check in to the hotel and enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. In Kumarakom you can take part
in Yoga session at the resort or get Ayurveda treatments at rest spa (additional charge apply). Late afternoon visit
Bird sanctuary and spice plantation. Overnight in Kumarakom
APR 18

KUMARAKOM

Enjoy the day at leisure.

APR 19
KUMARAKOM – COCHIN
70 KMS/ 2 HRS
COCHIN – COLOMBO BY FLIGHT UL168 DEP 1615/ARR 1725
COLOMBO - DAMBULLA
Optional Yoga session. This morning you will drive back to Cochin to
check in for your flight to Colombo, Sri Lanka. Upon arrival in Colombo
you will be met and transferred overland to Dambulla thought to be
inhabited from as early as the 7th to 3rd century BC. At the Ibbankatuwa
Prehistoric burial site near Dambulla, there is prehistoric (2700 years old)
evidence of civilizations in this area long before the arrival of Buddhism
in Sri Lanka. Overnight in Dambulla
APR 20
DAMBULLA – SIGIRIYA – POLONNARUWA - DAMBULLA
This morning visit Sigiriya. The 5th century rock citadel of King Kasyapa and World Heritage Site - Sigiriya
doesn't only boasts of ancient Sri Lankan engineering and urban planning supremacy but also claims to be one of
the finest monuments of art & culture. See the gigantic 'Lion Paws' - overlooking the symmetrical royal gardens
below to comprehend the absolute splendor that once dominated this rock fortress. Surrounded by ramparts &
moats the Lion Rock resembling the mythological 'City of Gods' is coated by frescoes that relate to Gupta style
paintings found in the Ajanta caves of India. Walk in the shade of an eminent 'mirror wall' embracing the western
face of Sigiriya representing an artistic hundred meters laminated with graffiti. Wander into the well-fabricated
museum below for an epic journey of yesteryear to realize how the citadel floated above citizens with the castle,
ponds and irrigation systems that pumped water right onto its summit with an ingenious hydraulic system
describing a colossal masterpiece of the great king which remained a wonder in Asia for centuries. This afternoon
visit Polonnaruwa. Rising with the decline of Anuradhapura, the city of Polonnaruwa - medieval capital & crown
jewel of King Parakramabahu I - remains superior proof of ancient culture & heritage blended with religious
beliefs. Walk across its scattered walls of this World Heritage Site - blessed by stupas, resting Buddha statues,
irrigation canals and fantastically carved Hindu sculptures - while observing the relic house - Watadage - which
boasts of beautiful stone carvings. Take a close look and you will realize a subtle Hindu influence on architecture
and statues found in Polonnaruwa. Overnight in Dambulla

APR 21
DAMBULLA – MATALE - KANDY
In the city of Dambulla lies a temple which has been treasured by
many kings since the 1st century B.C. Today, an icon in Sri
Lanka, Dambulla Rock Temple houses some of the most unique
drawings in magnificently constructed 5 cave temples flanking the
golden temple of Dambulla. Observe how exquisitely cave
paintings are done along walls that shelter 150 statues of the Lord
Buddha. As you enter the retreat, look straight up to the gigantic
Buddha statue glittering in gold over a land, which today houses
an important junction in the country's economic and cultural
uplifting. Afterwards depart for Kandy with an en-route visit to
Matale. An agricultural zone in the Central Province, Matale is important for its crops of tea, rubber, vegetables
and spices. Spearheading the Rebellion back in 1848, Matale today takes immense pride in its story woven around
spices. Stop by a spice garden and learn about the therapeutic values of various spices. Last ruled by King Sri
Wickrama Rajasinghe before it was brought under British rule in 1815. Kandy, a World Heritage site and the last
royal capital of Sri Lankan kings is an array of culture, history and heritage in one city. Late this afternoon discover
an ancient Kandyan legacy engraved around its crown jewel, the Temple of the Sacred Tooth relic of Lord Buddha.
A stroll across the small lakeside town cradled among the misty hills will feature the Kandy City Centre bundled
with the latest world class brands, a bazaar, an arts & crafts centre, as well as a gem museum & lapidary. This
evening you will also enjoy a cultural show. Overnight in Kandy
APR 22
KANDY – PERADENIIYA - COLOMBO
First developed as a pleasure garden under royalty and later by the British, the Royal Botanical Gardens of
Peradeniya is a flourishing national asset. Walk into this 147 acre, passing pavilions and an octagon conservatory
to vast expanses of magnificently landscaped lush green turf. The highlights are the orchid house and the giant
Javan fig tree. Afterwards travel back overland to Colombo. The throbbing metropolis, Colombo is not only the
country's commercial capital, but also the turbine that impels above 50% of the national GDP flanking Colombo's
fancy urban development effort. Drive along the clean streets edging the crystal white Race Course – a horse racing
hub in 1893 and World War II airstrip - furnished today with lavish clothing, food & tea boutiques. Head along
Bauddhaloka Mawatha towards the 'Arcade' facing a historic waypost, Independence Square. Every designer
boutique, top-notch cuisine outlet and even the 'walk-over fish tank', have revamped this colonial masterpiece into
one of the trendiest shopping and hangout zones in Sri Lanka. Have a chilled beer at the Dutch Hospital, smell the
scent of incense while listening to the chiming bells of Gangarama Temple. Overnight in Colombo
APR 23
COLOMBO
Today you will be transferred back to Colombo Bandaranaike International Airport for your departure
Tentative flight Colombo 9:10p -12:20a -Abu Dhabi- 2:55a - 9:00a Toronto APR 24
Join me on this grand adventure!
Blessings
Harvey
harveytobey@gmail.com
Or call Tordes - Toll free 1 866 978 2997 ext 804
Fax: 1-250-800-1674 Email: tordes@indus.travel

