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Cloert Ailliams
1908-1940

The fwentieth day of Fune, Two Thousand and Fifteen

RNine o'clock ante meridiem

Saywood Figh School
LBrowngville, Tennegsee 38012

s most powerful when it causes good men to do wrongful acts, and yet they believe they @
Evil, no matter how distant in time, survives and can return if left alone in its dark co




The Elbert Williams Memorial Committee

We the members of the Elbert Williams Memorial Committee welcome you to Brownsville, Tennessee.
This event was over seven decades in the making and it is our sincere hope that this historical booklet will
become a treasured keepsake. It documents the will of a determined people committed to a cause greater
than themselves. The Elbert Williams’ story is as much about good people doing nothing, as it is about evil
running rampant.

This event is also a testimony to the will of the citizens of Brownsville and Haywood County to confront a
difficult legacy and find a way forward . . . together. The level of support as reflected by our friends and
neighbors near and far, and your presence here today signal new hope at a time when our nation seems to
be drowning in a sea of mistrust and turmoil.

This was a committee like no other. We broke all rules and crossed all boundaries. Many committee
members made major contribution from miles away and never attended a meeting in person. Without
intending to, we brought new meaning to the word diversity. We were diverse by gender, age, education,
religion, and ethnicity. We learned to discuss a difficult subject and value each participant’s contribution
without blame or shame.

We hope you are pleased with the results of our efforts and courage. More importantly we sincerely hope
we have brought honor and recognition that Elbert Williams so richly deserves. In our minds there can be
no greater example of courage than his.

Our sincere thanks for your presence here today.
Committee Members:

John Ashworth, Chairperson Linda J. Higgins

John Duckworth Jr, Vice Chairperson
Jim Emison, Author

Bettye Duckworth, Treasurer
Charlotta Ashworth, Secretary

Rev. Felecia Walker, NAACP
Christy Smith

Rev. Joe Thornton

Dr. Dorothy Granberry

Sharon Green

Dorothy Bond, Taylor Cemetery
Almeta Ellis, City of Brownsville
Jeffery Richmond, Haywood County
Aretha Jones

Fred Silverstein

Hayden Hooper

Juanita Williams

Renee Moss

Albert Harris

Patty Nolan-Fitzgerald
Glory Taylor-Jubilee
Alma Jean Carney
Martha Lyle Ford
Austin Currie

Sarah Margaret Hooper

Honorary Committee Members

Rep. Craig Fitzhugh

Rev. Clay Evans

Gloria Sweet-Love, NAACP State President
O’Daniel Outlaw, CPA

Dr. Quintard Taylor, Washington State Univ




The Elbert Williams Story

Elbert Williams and his wife, Annie, became
charter members of the Brownsville NAACP
Branch, formed in 1939, to regain the vote which
had been denied to African Americans for
decades. In 1940 a white terror campaign to
destroy the Branch by kidnapping its leaders and
expelling them from the county was led by local
police. On June 20, 1940, Mr. Williams was
overheard planning an NAACP Branch meeting to
be held in his home. This plan was reported to

police who that night kidnapped him from his

home. His corpse was found three days later in
the nearby Hatchie River. His widow identified
his body and saw what looked like two bullet
holes in his chest. The US Department of Justice
initially ordered the case presented to a federal
grand jury, but mysteriously reversed itself and
closed the case in early 1942. Thurgood Marshall,
then special counsel to the NAACP, gathered
evidence in Brownsville and became a lifelong
critic of the Justice Department’s failure to
prosecute Mr. Williams’ assailants.




Schedule of Events

9:00 - 10:30 am Memorial Service
Haywood High School

11:00-11:30 am Dedication of Historical Marker
Corner of East Main & Jackson Street

1:00-1:30 pm Pilgrimage to Taylor Cemetery




Cornell William Brooks is the president and CEO of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In 2014, he became the
18th person to serve as chiel executive of the Association, whose members i the
United States and worldwide are the premier advocates for civil nghts in ther
communities.

A graduate of Head Start and Yalk Law School, Brooks considers himsell
“a grandson, heir and a beneficiary™ of the landmark decision Brown
v. Board of Lducation argued by legendary NAACP htigator Thurgood Marshall.
As a civil rights attorney, social justice advocate, fourth generation ordained
minister and coalition-builder, Brooks™ life and expenence exemphify the
NAACP’s mission to secure political, educational, social, and ¢conomic equality
for all citizens.



NAACP FOUNDERS 1909

FOUNDERS
Mary White Ovington, John Haynes Holmes, Moorfield Storey, Ida Wells
Barnett, Henry Moskowitz, Oswald Garrison Willard,
Wwilliam English Walling and W. E. B. DuBois led "The Call"
to renew the struggle for civil and political liberty.

Committed to the cause of freedom and justice, these NAACP
members made the supreme sacrifice along side Elbert William.

Harry Moore Harriette Moore George Wesley Lee

Dec 25, 1951 Dec 25, 1951 May 7, 1955

Herbert Lee Medgar Evers Viola Gregg Liuzzo

Sep 25, 1961 Jun 12, 1963 Mar 25, 1965
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1939 Charter Members
Note: Mr. Elbert Williams name #49
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1939 Charter Members
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Duplicate

CHARTER

TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE

Haywood County, Tennessee ‘Branch
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

GREETINGS:

Yoor Applcaton for Admission to the
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLORED PEOPLE

has heen passed upon by the Board of Directors of the Association at its Meeting o
March 13, 1061 . and granted, and this charter is thercfore ssued m yon
Your organization is now carolled as a Branch of the Association
I'his Charrer is granted on the condition that your orgamization will endeaves
o the best of s ability to cooperate with the National Association for the Adwvancemen
Colored People in furtherance of the Association’s objecr, namely:

“To uplift the colored men and women of this auniry by securing to thom the full
enjayment of their rights as citizens, justice sn all courts, and equality of

opportumsty everywhere”

The Board of Directors reserves the right to suspend or revoke this Charter ar any tme the
Board shall deem it for the best interese of the Association.

Dated st New Y ork this Chireeeredi dayai wlfasis,

o Chsirmen of the Howd

Fxevutior Divectar




1961 Charter Members
APPLICATION FOR CHARTER

Date of Organization Meeting
To the Board of Directors,

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOFLE
20 WEST 4nh STREET, NEW YORN 18, N, Y,

WE, the undersigned, haviog fully and (reely disenssed the aims and accomplishments of the
National Association, snd believing that eur interests coincide with its efforts for the advancement of
colored people, do hereby apply for & charier as the

Branch
RAYWOOD C 'UNTY, TENN'S EF
with the object of carrying omt in . and vieinity, the
purposes of the Associstion, in accordance \dc!s ||u- pmvhlom of the Constitution snd By-Laws for

" . = _——— -——

2838

88 8

No. Namw ! Address Occupstion “rf‘wp
| Fee Puid
1 - =
Proskbeat
2 il
Vi Prvaddest
: . |
Serrelary |
’ =
5. : |
6 ——
. Wr. Hallie Powell Route 1 2
Mr. Tohnn Bond . Route 1, Box 183-A | 4
a | < ve = b
¥rs, Laura Pugh 405 E. Jefferson St}, ®
M {
i Rev. Roy Leake Houte 2, %ox 327 2
e Katherine Leake  Route B, Box 327 | ?
‘. " Mrs. Idella Johnson Route 1, Box 173 [ 0
- Mre, Emsa L. Jones | Route 1, Box 173 1 -
4 ‘Mr. L. A.Perry Route 6, Tox 53
=  ¥r, James Douzlas Route Box 145 13
l: Mr. Earl Rawls 404 Rawls St. 2
. Mea Ruby Johnson 1007 North Melemore : 3
" wp, Datley Walker Route 5, Box | e
8 o ,
2 Mr, Hay F. Morris 331 Nond Ave, 9
" Mr. Dave Yike Jones Route 3, Rox 77 £
¥r., William Fred May Route 3 3
2

88 g8 2388 g8

Mr. James B, Hay Route 3



1961 Charter Members

N Name Address Oveupativn
2 M* . 1ldrad Hay Eart JofToraon 3t
a3 Mrn, James B. llay | Rovte 3 ' it
2y Mo4. Vadester ﬁgagcryl c/o Vamls ' uneri ) lome !
ax. W Femnk Rerper | Route 1, lox 103 | I
26 “r. Georra Truves I Route 1 . _ ]
a7 Mr. Joe 8. Taylor Route 1 | |
28 ar. rdd Pender Route 3 '
. o Mra, Hetty R, Dowrlas ‘Houte 1, Jox 3 " N

30 Mr. Chnnlonton “ineor Rout.o % ‘tox- 118 - |
31 Mre “alvin Dowrlas Route 1, “ox 23 | '
22 e, Vernte ﬁlker Route 1, lox l_iﬁ-f ‘
sz M. “inntie Sue Wnlken Route 1, jox 1065=-A i J
g4 Mm. Jessle }vauuu- _Route 1, Mox 1"-‘:{ ] : h
a5 TR Tottle C1iLf Route 1, itox 149 :
36 Mr. . G, 'llnpq_ Route 3, 9ox 74
g7, Fre John Vienley Jonns Route 1, 'ouz_lﬁ‘rt _ 1
s e Jesale Jones p04 E. Joff mmon St.
9., Pes Lt “ond Reed Rnutn 6 -
p- Van, nhal Britton Routw 1. -‘oxr }sn_.'
S "iille Taliafepro| Route 5, lox 200
s Me. ¥F. u. Henning Tyus 8¢, ~ s
. F. N1l Tove Roale fi, Nox 54

Yo, Je w. Aunun Aote 5
45 'r. Jultus .'“’"“"" f‘ nE T _""“-“'m "
P o, m.r' Gﬂrm_\_, I~ R ke 3. .“ix a7 _
47 '. Uomsio tond -o/“ Rgie Frsarat ;{I R
. ™. nronam rhism ' elo "uw}v Faner 1 fe ' h
o Cha-lle N, “cin ~~1tmd ¢/ B wls mecal| flome _
sg "+ Swnile J. flall tr.l "
g3 Mens Vopetlc Newharn 4 " Jeffivaon t. "
32 ¥'r. Jemers lacz 'arv vton, Runte 6 | ;
53 Me Co 7. Snrin rum. R ute 6 | ]

¥an, thel I.vnrh»a"c B oate 3, Yox 195 .
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961 Charter Members

Name
Mr. Norvell Turner

No.
35

56 Rov. Eddie L, Currias .
Mrs. Mildred L. Currie

¥iss Cynthia Nawls
g, Le Vo "111

57
58
59

60
61 Rev. Hiram Newbern

gaMr. Jumes T. Oond
63 Mr. Dan Nixom

64 ¥r. Jos L, Sanderlin . ]no;u;..;,...

65 Mr.Will Edgar Tyus
o6 ¥les Evelyn Jones
= .
¢g'ir. John Frank Sond
go'ir. Flsie Mabon
soMrs., Willie D. Nixon
71 .‘ro Z. A. Forrest
70 Mr. A. W. Morris
73¥r. Thomas Brown

-4Mr. Julius Mann
,sMr. Eliza Davis
PP g hsioen
s7Mr. Joe 3. Moore
7,"!'. C. ’o w
«g¥r. Robert B. Owen
g+ Tillie Bond

griir. Dairy Nann
um-. Georae Green

qaMrs. Amanda Walker
giir. Roosevelt Walker
85

86

_Bo.trioo Dotson

¥p. William A, Johnaon

Address |
Route 1, Bax 189 i
1221 Cynthia Dr,
1221 Cyntniae Dr,
1101 “ynthia Dr,
Route 5, Rox 66
Route 1, Box 173
| 1012 Gay 84,

'Route 5, Box 286
' Houte 1, Box 163-C

R[ox P48<6
' East Jefferson St.

_ 418 South Hatohie St.

418 {outh Hatchiae 3St.
Route 1, Hox 183-A
Route 3, Bax 74-8
Route 1, Box 183.C
Route 3, Box 131

Route 3

iox 18

iRMO...S....e/.q Harry Estes

10 Jefferso Courts
Route 1, Yox 38

1222 Cynthis Drive
oute 1, fox 18¢
lRonto 1 )
‘Route 1, Sox 170 . .

Route 5, 'ox 58
Route 1, Jox 23

iloutc 1, 3ox 28
keute 1o HBox 2 -

Oceupation

| Membeeship
‘ Fee Puaid
#7000
-—3 50
| 2,00
¥ s
i a:.oo
{ —900
2 00
2 | 0o
2 oo
2 (00
2 00
2 00
i
_e oo
-
00-
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Walmart =<

Save money. Live better.

Best Wishes For a Successful

Commemoration of the Death of

MR. ELBERT WILLIAMS

Walmart
1100 South Dupree Avenue

Brownsville, Tennessee 38012




www., 1stsouth.com

Member FDIC @

CCls FOLLSNG
LENZER

Welcome to Relationship Banking

We are proud to serve as a sponsor of our
community's endeavor to honor a Civil Rights
Hero who gave his life in the pursuit of justice.

We are hopeful that all of the events surrounding
the Commemoration of Mr. Elbert Williams'
death will prove successful.




Haywood County Branch

Presidents Past & Present

First President, Brownsville, Tennessee Branch of the NAACP 1939
Presidents of the Ha}wood County Branch NAACP 1961 to Present

1. OllieS. Bond 12, Mz, Joe 5. Moore
2. Reverend Eddie L. Curri
e 13. Reverend Tom Averyheart
3. Mr. Fred Hay
14. Reverend Allen Morris
4, Mr. Oran Sanders
15. Mrs, Alma Jean Carney
5. Mr. Jimmy Lewis
G 4 Eddie L. Curri 16. Mr. O, G. Stewart, Jr
. Reveren . Currie
7. Mrs Nola-Walker Bond 17. Mr. Robert T. Green
8. Revered Freddie]. Powell Sr.l 18. Mr. Aubrey Bond
9. Reverend Leroy Thompson 19. Reverend Dr. O, G. Stewart, Jr
10, Mr. Maltimore Bond 20, Mrs, Alma Jean Carney-Thomas

11. Reverend Bates Bond 21. Reverend Felecia Wallzer



Haywoop County
COMMISSIONERS

== Preserving the Past..

fJanice Rogers

5. Building The Future!

District ITT
Robert T. Green
Charles R. Wills

District IV

James Teddy Waldrop
Jerry Smith

District V
Wally Eubanks

fohn Gom-lan Ir. ' DU NBAR :
District V1~ | HAYWOOD COUNTY TRAINING
Chris Lea CARVER HIGH SCHOOLS

|| Dunbar. the first permanent school for

persons

| of African descent in Brownsville, was built

in the late 18€0s with money raised by the

black community. John Gloster was principal

‘mqn 1886 to 1915. Many carly graduates

District VIII ‘studied at Reoger Williams University in

| Nashville. Dunbar was destroyed by fire be-
tween 1990 and 1920 and was replaced by
‘Hauuo« County Training School. In 1950,

Jefferey Richmond \
\ n became Carver High Scheool. Due to de-

Marjorie Vaulx

District IX
Samuel T. Mathes |r.
Leonard Jones

District X
Robert E. Thornton
Joe Stephens

qatiun of the coumtys school system,
Schaol closed in 1970

I T
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—W—**— - | :‘," :
/. r////l/m// AT S

— st \*
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BROWNSVILLE. . , ) oo
A TENNESSE] Haywood County Government | A. Franklin Smith 111, Mayor
knt 1824

| North Washington « Brownsville, Tennessee 38012 « 731-772-1432 « HaywoodCountyBrownsville.com




A wise man once said: "So0 if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
A\l this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation."

(2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

(_”\ OI’ .f

7704 //f)/’/ (&
JENNESSS

Congratulations to the Elbert Williams Memorial Committee for your hard
work and commitment. You are truly helping this city become
“The Beloved Community in a Multi-Ethnic World.”

William "Bill" Rawls Jr, Mayor City of Brownsville




GoldenCircle

INSURANCE AGENCY

Commemorates with Gratitude

The Lives
of
Brownsville NAACP
Charter Members

Elbert & Annie Williams
&

Ollie S. & Mattye T. Bond



One Destination So Many Choices.

"Best Wishes and Much Success”

TEKNOR APEX
TENNESSEE
COMPANY

Together we are becoming.

Celebrating our Generations of growing together

The Families of Bond's Crossing, Tennessee

West Tennessee

Healthcare™

"proudly recognizing and honoring the memory
and dedication of Elbert Williams."
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ELBERT WILLIAMS
/‘;:j/ lo-die

Remembering his Sacrifice in the search for Justice and Equal Rights

“If | am not for myself, who is for me?
And if | am only for myself, what am |7

And if not now, when?”
Hillel the Younger, C 30 BC

Sandra & Fred Silverstein & Family




Dowlmg  d
MEDICAL CLINIC' S84

; é |
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731 772-4411

Dr. Clarey R. Dowling

Brownsville, Tennessee

Congratulations to the Elbert Willlams Memorial
Committee on completing a task over seven decades in
the making. Your efforts bring new meaning to the
expression, ''Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people can change the world.

Indeed. It is the only thing that ever has."”




IN HONOR OF

ELBERT WILLIAMS
MEMORIAL

NE . W

DYNAMETAL

TECHNOLOGIES




First Care Medical Center P. C.
Emanuel Obi, M. D.
P. Renee Obi, M. D.., F.A.C.C.
Krystal S. Turner, FNP

"WE ARE HUMBLED AND HONORED TO SUPPORT
THE LONG OVERDUE RECOGNITION FOR THIS

UNSUNG HERO OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT,”

United Methodist Church

Brownsville, Tennessee

What shall we then say to these things? If God be
for us, who can be against us? Rom 8:31

"Grace be with you on this important endeavor."

“You cannot plough a field by turning
it over in your mind."
~ Author Unknown ~

75 YEARS AGO

MR ELBERT WILLIAMS

paid the supreme sacrifice
for justice and equality .

My sincere compliments and

Courtyard Marriott of Jackson, Tennessee

200 Campbell Oaks Drive

"We are proud to support the Elbert Williams
Memorial Celebration."




INSOUTH Bank is proud to be a
sponsor of

The Elbert Williams

Memorial Ceremony
commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of his death.

’ BANK ...

111 S. Washington St
1119 S. Dupree Ave
Brownsville, TN 38012

(731) 772-1201

=




Rawls Funeral Home Pays Homage
to

Elbert Williams

Slain Charter Member
of
The Brownsville (TN) NAACP
Branch

Our Bradford Street Neighbor
Fellow Haywood County Citizen
An American Hero



Serving West Tennessee For Over 45 Years

* OFFSET PRINTING

Brochures - Sales Collateral - Catalogs & Manuals - Instruction Sheets - Labels

* DIGITAL PRINTING

Variable Data - Variable Imaging - Short Run Color - Quick Turn Color

* DIRECT MAIL

First Class Mailing - Bulk Mailing - Every Door Direct Mail (EDDM) - Political Mailing

* KITTING

Custom Packaging - Custom Drop Shipments - Sorting/Gathering

*SPECIALTIES

Pocket Folders - Window Decals / Static Clings - Custom Die Cutting
Point Of Purchase - Tabbing

TENNESSEE INDUSTRIAL PRINTING, INC.

51 MILLER AVE - JACKSON. TN 38305 - (731} 668-3500 - www.tipsprints.com




A Tribute to Mr. Elbert Williams

We can not change the past and its regrettable
history.

We can change the present by embracing our
future through:

+ education,

+ respect for dignity,
+ acts of righteousness,
+ aspirit of faith and
+ working together.

Mr. Williams® legacy will be known as a
beacon of hope and love around the world. To
be remembered; is to liveon . . .

With Gratitude,
Aretha Hopson Jones Family and Friends

"So Quietly”
So quietly they stole upon their prey
And dragged him out to death, so without flaw
Their black design, that they to whom the law
Gave him in keeping, in the broad, bright day,
Were not aware when he was snatched away;
And when the people, with a shrinking awe,
The horror of that mangled body saw,
“By unknown hands!” was all they could say.
So, too, my country, stealeth on apace
The soul-bright of a nation. Not with drums
Or trumpet blare is that corruption sown,
But quietly — now in the open face
Of day, now in the dark — when it comes,
Stern truth will never write. “By hands unknown.

By Leslie Pinckney Hill, 1921



Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Bond

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth and Elaine Gardner

Birmingham, Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. Ozell and Willie Delk

Brownsville, Tennessee

Dr. Dorothy Granberry

Jackson, Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. John and Bettye Duckworth, Jr

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mrs. Elizabeth Haskins

Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Alfred Evans

Roswell, Georgia

Mrs. Sharon Hayes

Brownsville, Tennessee

Reverend Clay Evans

Chicago, Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Linda J. Higgins

Jackson, Tennessee




Dr. Jesse Cannon

Covington, Tennessee

Mrs. Hayden Hooper

Brownsville, Tennessee

Loving Your Roots

Family History is 8 Treasure

Juanita L. Williams
Owner

P.0, Box 176 Sy
Brownsviile, TN 38012 »

731-780-6670

lovingyourrootsi@gmal com

Mrs. Katie Wilson

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Law Office of Gordon J. Houston

Covington, Tennessee

Mrs. Barbara King

Memphis, Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. David and Sarah Levy

Brownsville, Tennessee

Ms. Jo Matherne

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mrs. Patricia Nolan-Fitzgerald

Chicago, Illinois

Mr. James C. Nunn

Brownsville, Tennessee




Willow Grove M. B. Church

Brownsville, Tennessee

Alan Vines Automotive Jackson, Tennessee
"On behalf of Alan Vines Inc., Best Wishes for this
monumental and historical event."
Kindest Regards
William Bond

Mrs. Elma Rogers

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. Fox and Christy Smith

Brownsville, Tennessee

Reverend Joseph and Julia Thornton

Brownsville, Tennessee

Doubletree Hilton Hotel of Jackson, Tennessee

"Congratulations and much success on this historic
endeavor."

Brownsville Family Restaurant

Brownsville, Tennessee

Victory Honda of Jackson, Tennessee

"Remembers Elbert Williams."

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas and Pamela Russell

Brownsville, Tennessee

Golden Circle
Auto Group

JACKSON BOLIVAR LEXINGTON
«<=» goldencircle.com «»

"Remembering Mr. Williams, Congratulations on the
success of such a great event!"
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Mary Mascola
Brownsville, Tennessee

Best Wishes for this historical event!!!
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Robinson Toyota of Jackson, Tennessee
is proud to be a supporter of such an important historical
event. Congratulations to the Elbert Williams Memorial
Committee for this endeavor.

Mr. James McAdams

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. James and Precious Ashworth
Plano, Texas

"Best Wishes for a great event."

Mrs. Lillian Barack Maynard

Inglewood, California

Mr. and Mrs. John and Charlotta Ashworth

Brownsville, Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Marcina Harris

Brownsville, Tennessee

Wireless Group Inc

Jackson, Tennessee

Mr. William Haynes and Mr. Jonathan Massey
Oxford, Mississippi

atche

T CHEVIOLET \’:9 M
=
-

Hatcher Chevrolet of Brownsville, Tennessee

— -

"We are honored to participate in this historic event."




Hampton Inn & Suites of Jackson, Tennessee

"Best Wishes for a great event."

Ms. Donna Wilkerson
Mrs. Rosa Walker

Mrs. Doris Bond Kyles
Mr. David Lubin

Delk's Custom Auto Body, LLC
Ms. Rosemary DeSanto
Ms. Beverly Mackey
Ms. Mary A Prendergast
Mr. Robert Williams
Ms. Juanita Austin

Ms. Laura T. Hathcock
Ms. Debra Graham

LOWES

Home Improvement Warehouse

Improving Home Improvement’

Lowe's of Jackson, Tennessee

May this be a great day for this historical event.
Best Wishes!!!

Ms. Mary E Lufrano

Mr. and Mrs. Leon and Sarah Maundy
Ms. Dale McWilliams

Ms. Mary A Prendergast

Hi Tech Collision Repair

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M and Martha G Rose
Reverend O. G. and Maggie Stewart

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan and Tiffany Thomas
Mrs. Cynthia Witherspoon

Ms. Denise Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred and Jeannette Harris



Hrneat C Withesr

BONDS RETURN TO BROWNSVILLE—The Bond family, whick fled Browns
ville, Tean., twenryawo years ago, retwrned on May 7 1o charter the Beownsville

branch and 1o continue the work they had staried and for which they suffered
the burning of their home and exile. Pictured, from L, are Eddie Currie, president
Haywood county, Tenn,, branch; Vivien Bond Starks, St. Lowis, Mo., Mattie T.
Bond, New York City; Mildred Bond, New York City; Thomas Starks, Jr,
H. T. Larkhart, NAACP attormey; and Mavian Bowd Jordan, Pireshurgh, Pa

The Elbert Williams' story and the NAACP’s
story in Haywood County would not be
complete without a short note about lifelong
friendship and commitment to the causes of
freedom for all people. Along life’s journey
many paths cross and intersect and have a
profound effect on history. Such is the story of
Mrs. Mildred Bond-Roxborough and Mrs.
Cynthia Rawls-Bond. One would go on to
become a lifelong NAACP executive, whose
father, Ollie Bond was run out of town at the
beginning of the reign of terror which
ultimately resulted in the death of Elbert
Williams. The other would remain a
Brownsville resident and the most ardent and
active supporter of the NAACP in Haywood
County.

Their lives intersected as young children. The
picture on the left was taken in front of Ollie
Bond’s home. He was at the time, the President
of the 1939 Brownsville NAACP Chapter. In
the picture on the left is Mildred, daughter of
Ollie Bond, pushing Cynthia in what appears to
be a tub, in front of the Bond family home.
This is also the home which serves as the
background of the 1939 photograph taken of
the members of the original NAACP. It is the
only known photograph of Elbert Williams.

In a continuing story of lives intersecting, it
was in 1961 that Mrs. Roxborough hand
delivered the  Charter to the new Haywood
County NAACP Chapter, as seen in the bottom
picture on the left.

Inside this historical booklet is a roster of the
1961 Charter members. Roster number 58 was
Miss Cynthia Rawls, just below her at roster
number 59 is Mr. L. V. Hill.

Mr. L. V. Hill was roster number 45 on the
original 1939 Chapter and can be seen in the
original 1939 photograph in front of Mr. Ollie
Bond’s home.

The lesson for all of us is, “in the span of time
and space, we are all connected in God’s sight.”

We are eternally grateful and honored that both of these extraordinary ladies are here with us today.



IN HONOR OF ELBERT WILLIAMS
AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS HERO

Jim and Betty Emison

Alamo, Tennessee

COMING IN 2016

"ELBERT WILLIAMS : FIRST TO DIE"

By Jim Emison

On July 4, 2015
Join us on the web
@
www.elbertwilliamsfirsttodie.com

Oor on

Facebook: Elbert Williams:First to Die




