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By Jay Bookman 

It was a Christmas party at the Trump White House, and 

despite the festive decorations, the trees and the wreaths and 

the	red-and-green	bunting,	the	mood	must	have	been	grim.
A	few	days	earlier,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	had	firmly	

rejected	a	lawsuit	filed	by	the	state	of	Texas	seeking	the	over-
throw	of	election	results	in	Georgia	and	several	other	states.	
That	seemed	to	have	been	Donald	Trump’s	last,	best	hope	of	
staying	in	office,	and	with	that	decision	reality	was	setting	in.
Over	drinks,	Trump	campaign	attorney	Jenna	Ellis	

apologized	for	the	failure	to	Dan	Scavino,	Donald	Trump’s	
social-media	alter	ego.	But	as	Ellis	later	recounted	the	conver-
sation to Fulton County prosecutors, an excited Scavino told 

her not to fret:

SCAVINO:	“Well,	we	don’t	care,	and	we’re	not	going	to	
leave.”

ELLIS:	“What	do	you	mean?”
SCAVINO:	“The	boss	is	not	going	to	leave	under	any	

circumstances.	We	are	just	going	to	stay	in	power.”
ELLIS:	“It	doesn’t	quite	work	that	way,	you	realize?”
SCAVINO:	“We	don’t	care.”
Think	about	that:	“The	boss	is	not	going	to	leave	under	any	

circumstances.	We	are	just	going	to	stay	in	power.”
The	question	is,	how?	How	did	they	think	they	were	going	

to	pull	that	off?
By that time all the votes had been cast, counted and 

certified.	Dozens	of	judges	in	dozens	of	courtrooms	across	the	
country	had	rejected	legal	challenges.	Local,	state	and	federal	
investigators,	including	firms	hired	by	the	Trump	campaign,	
had all concluded there was no fraud to be found. After all 

that, how was it still possible to think that “The boss is not 

going	to	leave	under	any	circumstances?”
Because a coup attempt was already underway.

The	timing	of	the	Ellis/Scavino	conversation	tells	us	a	lot.	
Just	the	day	before,	on	Dec.	18,	2020,	Trump	had	sent	out	a	
tweet	demanding	that	Gov.	Brian	Kemp	call	a	special	session	
of	the	General	Assembly	to	overrule	Georgia	voters	and	hand	
Trump	the	state’s	16	electoral	votes.
“So	easy	to	do!”	Trump	had	tweeted.	“It	will	give	us	the	

state! MUST ACT NOW!”

But	Kemp,	with	the	agreement	of	House	Speaker	David	
Ralston	and	Lt.	Gov.	Geoff	Duncan,	would	not	bow	to	that	
demand,	would	not	“give	(Trump)	the	state.”
Later	that	same	day,	a	frustrated	Trump	and	his	co-conspir-

ators	met	in	a	highly	emotional,	hours-long	strategy	session	
at	the	White	House,	a	meeting	that	Trump	aide	Cassidy	
Hutchinson	later	described	as	“unhinged.”	Rudy	Giuliani	was	
there; Mike Flynn was there; Sidney Powell was there. With 

all	those	clowns	you	should	expect	a	circus,	and	that’s	what	
they	got.
There	had	been	screaming.	Shouting.	Insults.	Accusations	

that	those	not	willing	to	overturn	the	election	on	Trump’s	
behalf	were	guilty	of	treason.	Accusations	that	those	who	did	
want to overturn the election were traitors.

It was “nuts,” as another participant described it under oath.

The	meeting	went	on	late	into	the	night,	with	not	much	
apparently	decided.	But	in	the	early	morning	hours	of	the	next	
day,	at	1:42	a.m.,	Trump	sent	out	a	fateful	tweet:	“Big	protest	
on Jan. 6,” it read. “Be there. Will be wild.”

With	that	the	fuse	had	been	lighted,	and	it	still	burns	today.
Without	the	investigation	by	Fulton	County	District	Attor-

ney Fani Willis, we would not know of the Scavino conversa-

tion. Without the House Jan. 6 committee and special counsel 

Jack	Smith,	we	would	not	have	heard	the	damning	first-hand	
accounts	or	read	the	incriminating	email	and	message	threads	
that have uncovered so many aspects of the coup attempt. I 

have no doubt that those sources still have much to teach us.

But we already know what matters. We already know that 

Trump has no respect for our democracy, no respect for the 

Constitution, that he would trash it at his next opportunity, and 

that next opportunity may come a year from now, in Novem-

ber	2024.
It is not an accusation to say that Trump would trash the 

Constitution. It is not a matter of opinion to be debated. It is 

plain	fact,	unassailable	on	any	grounds.	We	know	it	to	be	true	
because Trump has told us it was true. A full two years after 

the	election,	after	enough	time	had	passed	for	passions	to	
cool and with no evidence of fraud in hand, Trump was still 

demanding	that	he	be	reinstated	as	president,	immediately.
“A	Massive	Fraud	of	this	type	and	magnitude	allows	for	the	

termination	of	all	rules,	regulations,	and	articles,	even	those	
found	in	the	Constitution,”	Trump	tweeted	in	December	2022.

“… even those found in the Constitution.”

If	put	back	into	office	by	voters,	Trump	is	promising	
retribution	against	all	who	have	dared	to	oppose	him,	whom	
he	degrades	as	“vermin.”	He	has	said	he	will	weaponize	the	
Department	of	Justice	and	the	Defense	Department,	filling	
them with appointees whose only loyalty is to Trump himself, 

not to the Constitution. Those convicted in the Jan. 6 attack on 

the	Capitol	will	be	pardoned	and	get	official	apologies.	Those	
in	his	first	administration	who	attempted	with	mixed	success	
to	keep	Trump’s	worst	instincts	at	bay,	who	might	tell	him	
“You	can’t”	or	“You	shouldn’t,”	will	be	purged	and	replaced	
with	those	who	will	do	his	bidding	without	question.
I	understand	that	there’s	a	lot	of	anger	and	distrust	out	there,	

directed	both	at	our	elected	leaders	and	our	fellow	citizens.	But	
I have to ask:

Is	your	anger	at	your	fellow	Americans	so	profound,	so	
blinding,	that	you	are	willing	to	be	an	accomplice	in	the	
overthrow	of	our	250-year-old	republic?	“Freedom	is	always	
one	generation	away	from	extinction,”	Ronald	Reagan	once	
warned	us,	and	once	forfeited	it	is	extremely	difficult	to	regain.
Are	we	to	be	that	generation,	the	generation	that	in	a	fit	of	

pique	tosses	away	the	work	and	sacrifices	of	who	came	before	
us,	and	on	behalf	of	a	man	like	Trump?

Jay Bookman covered Georgia and national politics for 

nearly 30 years for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, earning 

numerous national, regional and state journalism awards.

Trump wants to destroy democracy

A	significant	awakening	swept	over	me	recently.	When	it	
happened, I was happily stunned at my observation.

Daddy	had	a	close	first	cousin	named	Gurley.	Tink,	a	
Yankee,	had	never	heard	of	degrees	of	cousins	until	he	
came	South.	He	did	not	know	what	a	“first”	cousin	was	or	
how you became third cousins.

“In my family, we were just cous-

ins,”	he	replied,	puzzled.
Aw,	but	in	the	South,	cousin	degrees	

are important. I and a friend were dis-

cussing	once,	someone	we	both	knew.
“We’re	cousins,”	I	said.
“Really?	How?
“Our	daddies	were	first	cousins.”
“And	that	would	make	you	what?	

Third	cousins?”
“Yep.”

Of	course,	there’s	always	those	
no-accounts	that	we	don’t	like	to	claim	

so	we’ll	often	say,	when	pressed,	“We’re	distant	kin.	Not	
close	enough	to	count.”
Once,	as	I	talked	about	Gurley	being	the	brother	Daddy	

never	had,	Tink	asked,	starting	to	learn	the	importance	of	
degrees,	“They	were	first	cousins?”
“Double	first	cousins.”
Surprise	sprung	into	his	eyes.	“What’s	that?”
“That’s	when	two	brothers	marry	two	sisters	so	their	

children	are	first	cousins	two	times.”
It’s	probably	not	fair	to	say	it	was	horror	that	swept	

across	Tink’s	face	but	it	was,	at	least,	second	cousin	kin	to	
horror.	“So,	that’s	really	does	happen	in	the	mountains.”
I	rolled	my	eyes.	“Not	that	way.	It’s	when	a	set	of	broth-

ers from one family marries a set of sisters from another 

family.”

Daddy	and	Gurley,	being	so	closely	kin,	both	possessed	
AB	Negative	blood,	the	rarest	blood	type.	When	Gurley	
was	cut	up	badly	in	a	sawmill	accident	and	bleeding	to	
death,	the	hospital	could	not	get	AB	Negative.	Gurley’s	
wife,	Idell,	said,	“Call	Ralph.	He	has	AB	Negative.”
Daddy	hurried	to	the	hospital	and	his	blood	donation	

saved	Gurley,	creating	an	even	tighter	bond	between	them.
It	was	out	of	the	Appalachian	foothills,	this	Satterfield	

clan	of	men	came,	wearing	only	the	clothes	on	their	backs	
and	carrying	Bibles	in	their	hands.	In	the	lowlands,	they	
worked	hard,	eager	to	escape	the	poverty	in	which	they	had	
been	raised.	They	settled	in	the	same	town,	making	their	
ties	forever	unbreakable.	For	the	first	half	of	their	lives,	
Gurley	and	Daddy	lived	next	door	to	each	other	in	tiny	
houses they built.

Daddy	was	the	first	able	to	afford	to	build	a	small	brick	
house	then	he	helped	Gurley	build	a	similar	house	using	the	
same house plan.

The	clan	had	all	the	good	and	bad	Appalachian	qualities.	
They	were	mountain	“quare”,	hard	to	understand,	set	in	
their	ways	and	once	they	‘fell	out’	with	you,	they	didn’t	
fall	back	in.	But	the	good	qualities	were	outstanding:	They	
were	devoted	to	the	Lord,	wore	out	several	Bibles	over	a	
lifetime,	possessed	strong	work	ethics	deeply	embedded	in	
their bones and they took admirable care of their families 

and any other family that needed help.

Many	were	the	times	that	I	walked	into	Daddy’s	car	
repair	garage	and	found	the	two	of	them,	Bibles	in	hands,	
discussing	the	scriptures.

Once, Gurley interrupted a church sermon to stand up 

and	say,	“Excuse	me,	preacher,	but	that’s	not	what	the	Bible	
says.” Then he explained it to a jot and tittle.

My	awakening	came	on	the	night,	the	Satterfield	clan	
gathered	at	a	funeral	visitation	to	observe	the	homegoing	
of	Gurley’s	wife.	I	looked	around	at	the	room	of	cousins	
–	all	second	and	third	–	and	realized	what	a	family	these	
mountain	folks	had	‘brung	up.’	All	are	God	fearing,	church	
attending	and	successful	citizens:	Registered	nurses,	a	
pharmacist,	a	postmaster,	military,	one	retired	in	manage-
ment	from	Wrigley’s	and	another,	after	35	years,	who	is	in	
management	with	Johnson	and	Johnson.	Two	have	been	
appointed by Governors to sit on state boards.

It reminded me of what my Sunday School teacher used 

to	say,	“You	can	go	anywhere	from	right	here	in	this	little	
country town.”

To	quote	Daddy,	“The	truth	don’t	lie.”
Ronda Rich is the best-selling author of the new novel: 

St. Simons Island: A Stella Bankwell Mystery. Visit www.

rondarich.com to sign up for her free weekly newsletter.

An Awakening

Ronda

Rich

“And while most people outside the church continue 

to have a favorable view of Jesus, they don’t necessarily 

have a favorable view of his body, the church. That’s a 

problem.” — Andy Stanley, from his 

book, “Irresistible.” 

Two	things	stand	out	about	Andy	
Stanley’s	book	“Irresistible.”
First,	it’s	the	message,	which	

has	been	arguably	controversial,	
especially in Christian book circles. 

Second,	it’s	the	writing,	which	is	as	
entertaining	as	it	is	substantive.

For those of you who are Andy 

Stanley	‘fans’,	this	will	come	as	no	
surprise. For those who have not 

read an Andy Stanley book, you 

should	consider	it	(regardless	of	your	
religious	views,	or	lack	of	them)	as	it	

will make you both think and feel.

A	little	background	about	Andy	Stanley.	He’s	the	
founder of Northpoint Community Church in Alpharetta. 

It	is	the	centerpiece	of	eight	churches	in	the	Atlanta	area,	
where	their	average	attendance	is	nearly	40,000	people	
per	week.	Stanley’s	church,	with	humble	beginnings	in	
1995,	is	now	the	second	largest	church	in	the	United	
States,	behind	only	Joel	Osteen’s	Lakewood	Church	in	
Houston, Texas.

Stanley radiates leadership—and a different kind of 

evangelism.
He	has	written	more	than	20	books,	with	titles	that	in-

clude	“Love,	Sex	and	Dating”,	“Better	Decisions,	Fewer	
Regrets”,	“Enemies	of	the	Heart”	and,	perhaps	the	most	
controversial	book	of	them	all,	“Irresistible:	Reclaiming	
the New that Jesus Unleashed for the World.”

If	you	are	a	person	who	has	tired	of	organized	religion,	
feeling	that	the	church	is	either	no	longer	relevant	or	that	
it	is	too	judgmental	and	filled	with	hypocrisy,	you	should	
give	Stanley	a	try.	He	is	not	like	any	other	evangelist	you	
have ever heard or, in this case, read.

Stanley is a leader who arrived just in time to meet the 

chaos, anxiety and uncertainty that permeates American 

society.

Cerebral but approachable, decisive but humble, this 

slim,	65-year-old	is	a	Baptist	preacher’s	kid	who	grew	
into	one	of	the	visionary	thought-leaders	of	American	
culture. A man who talks faster than many of us can think, 

Stanley	has	become	the	enigmatic	leader	of	a	generation	
looking	for	something	different.
Here’s	the	way	Stanley	characterized	how	the	apostles	

must	have	reacted	when	Jesus	announced	(at	the	Last	
Supper)	that	a	“new	covenant”	was	coming:
“Did	he	really	say	the	new	covenant?	As	in	the	one	pre-

dicted	by	Jeremiah	six	hundred	years	earlier?	If	that	was	
the	case,	then	this	really	was	big.	Maybe	not	as	epic	as	the	
nation’s	exodus	out	of	Egypt,	but	big	nonetheless.”
This	book	is	filled	with	Stanley’s	insightful	(and	cease-

lessly	clever)	characterizations	of	how	the	Apostles	(and	
Jesus)	might	have	reacted	to	events	in	today’s	language.	
He refers to the Apostles as “the boys”, who were some-

times more concerned about what was in this for them, 

rather than for others.

Stanley	continues:	“The	inauguration	of	the	new	
covenant	explains	why	most	Christians	don’t	mind	a	
little	bacon	with	their	eggs.	It	explains	why	you	can’t	get	
either	at	Chick-fil-A	on	Sunday.	If	we	were	still	taking	our	
marching	orders	from	Moses,	they	would	be	closed	on	
Saturday.	Perish	the	thought.”
This	book	is	not	his	father’s	Chevrolet.	Stanley,	the	son	

of the late Charles Stanley who built a national reputation 

as	leader	of	Atlanta	First	Baptist	Church,	will	quote	C.S.	
Lewis,	Tim	Keller,	N.T.	Wright	and	other	Christian	schol-
ars, but has written a book that we can all understand. An 

old	co-worker	of	mine	used	to	say	to	get	a	message	across	
you	have	to	“get	it	down	to	where	the	goats	could	get	at	
it.” Stanley does just that.

In Irresistible, Stanley breaks from “traditional” teach-

ing	and	advocates	that	people	move	beyond	the	Old	Tes-
tament	and	focus	only	on	the	life	and	teachings	of	Jesus	in	
the New Testament.

The title of his book represents his advocacy of a return 

to	the	“irresistible”	faith	that	was	created	during	the	life	of	
Jesus and the years that followed. He says that while the 

Old Testament represented a covenant between God and 

the	Jewish	people	(or,	specifically,	Abraham),	the	New	
Testament was a covenant between Jesus and all people.

It is here that Stanley has created a discussion in the 

church, and he pitches his tent in favor of a God of love 

(New	Testament)	over	a	God	of	fear	(Old	Testament).
Stanley, who preaches in jeans and open collar shirts, 

writes that while we can and should be “inspired” by 

those stories in the Old Testament, it is the New Testa-

ment that allows the only true foundation for spiritual 

growth.
He	also	strongly	advises	that	Christians	(and	even	

Christian	ministers)	to	stop	using	the	phrase	“The	Bible	
says…”and	instead	start	saying	“Jesus	says”	or	“Paul	
wrote”	and	give	credit	to	those	who	were	responsible	for	
witnessing	first-hand	the	irresistible	faith	that	was	spread	
in	the	first	and	second	centuries.
In	case	you’re	wondering,	I	do	not	attend	Stanley’s	

church—and	I	don’t	personally	know	anyone	who	does.	
But	my	pastor	quotes	him	often,	as	do	many	theologians	
who may not necessarily share his views but respect his 

insight	and	courage.
Stanley’s	sermons	and	podcasts,	part	of	his	extraordi-

nary	Northpoint	Ministries,	have	forged	an	almost	cult-
like	popularity	among	Christians	(and	non-Christians)	
who	are	looking	for	something	that	is	missing	in	their	
spiritual lives.

Stanley’s	message	focuses	on	creating	new	Jesus	fol-
lowers	with	an	engaging	style	that	welcomes	the	curious	
and praises the faithful.

One	more	thing	about	“Irresistible”.	It’s	an	enjoyable	
read.	Stanley’s	uber-conversational	writing	is	a	testament	
as much to his communication skills as it is to his inspir-

ing	faith.
David R. Altman is a former Georgia Author of the Year 

nominee and the author of two poetry chapbooks. Altman 

is a member of the American Academy of Poets and the 

National Books Critics Circle. He lives in Hoschton with 

his wife, Lisa. He can be reached at altmandavidr@

gmail.com or davidraltman.com

Stanley’s ‘Irresistible’ 
an entertaining and enjoyable read

David R. 

Altman


