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Lectionary 3 (3rd Sunday after Epiphany) 

January 24, 2021 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to 
discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show 
Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling 
people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for 
preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we 
see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of 
brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives 
to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

*=Stand as you are able     Bold Print = congregation responds 
ELW=Red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

Ringing of the Bell and Prelude 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
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heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

*GATHERING SONG       ELW 708 (vs. 2, 4) 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.; Music: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin 
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company; Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-
708142 All rights reserved. 
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in 
your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us 
worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is 
given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty 
days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The 
point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question 
“On whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get 
up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message 
that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according 
to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large 
city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had 
said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 

5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low 
estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a 

breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. 
He does, however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent 
anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown 
short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as though 
they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they 
had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away.  The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL:  Mark 1:14-20 

The holy gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that 
becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is 
ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with 
repentance and faith. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Please stay in your pews 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” ELW 817 

Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946; Music: 
Cesáreo Gabaráin; Text and music © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-708142 All rights reserved. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for 
deacons and deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all 
proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and 
clean water, and for the well-being of creation, that God raise up 
advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the 
world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for 
planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire 
all people in the just use of wealth,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and 
all who await relief (especially): 

Prayer Requests: Tyler Anderson  Anita Brendeland 
Darrell Brown  Dick Brown  Penny Brown  
Joan Carson  Alisha Cox    Bev Echtenkamp 
Jackie Greene  Dolores Hauge  Christa Hartsook 
Warren Johnson Kevin Klingbeil  Alvina Larson 
Ardell Lundgren  Merlin Lyon    Mary Martin 
Loree Ness  Deidre Qual  Shannon Tope   
Joyce Volz   Sarah JoAnn Young  Phil Zeller    
Emergency workers, health workers, neighbors 

that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround 
them,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, 
and for the organizations that meet here during the week, that 
God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as 
an example of gospel living, we especially pray for: 
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Family & friends of: Angie Claude, Arlene Wee, Judy Smith, 
Sharon Mortenson, Valerie Brendeland, Sue Ihle, Ralph Kalsem, 
Dean Simmons, Charles Brendeland, Tanner Houseman, Jimmy 
Young, Darrell Rout, John Maier, Travis Ellis, John Johnson, Mae 
Rivard, Doris Ness, Nathan Stupka, Bart Mason, Lowell Elliott, 
Kaytie Anderson, Harold Long, Brian Sykes, Debbie Bollmeyer, 
Linda Lantz 

that they point us to salvation through Christ, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, 
for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Hymn of the Month    “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” ELW 311 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; Music: Leonhart Schröter, 1540–1602; public 
domain. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised 
us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   “We Are Marching In The Light” ELW 866 
Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom is Coming, 1984; Music: South African 
traditional; arr. Freedom is Coming; Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music 
Corp. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-708142 All rights reserved. 

 

 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

Additional stanzas ad lib: 

 We are dancing . . . 

 We are praying . . . 

 We are singing . . . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for 
evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
Ringing of the Bell 
Postlude 
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For streaming and printing: 
Copyright © 2021  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS025376. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  OneLicense A708142 and CCLI #2551458 

Those Serving in Today’s Service 
Pastor: Eric Klimpel                              Accompanist: Mindy DeVries 
Youth Liaison: Nels Dovre 
Technicians:  Brent Emerson, Austin Klimpel 

This Week at Palestine 
Today, January 24, 2021 Lectionary 3 

8:00 a.m. ZOOM Dawn Dialog 
9:30 a.m. Worship (Live streamed) 
10:45 a.m. Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, January 26th, 2021 
6:30 p.m. ZOOM Bible study  

Wednesday, January 27th, 2021 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
12:00 noon ZOOM Prayer time  
6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

Sunday, January 31st, 2021 fourth Sunday after 
Epiphany/Lectionary 4 

9:30 a.m. Worship; (Live streamed) 
Lectionary texts:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 

8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

Thank you for your Gifts for Ministry 
THANK YOU!!! We celebrate your generosity and thank you in advance for 
your support as we strive to reach our average weekly offering goal of  
$4,427 for current expenses and $68 for benevolence. 

Southeast Iowa Synod E-News Prayer: In Scripture we read about 
Jesus’ simple, personal and compelling invitations to Simon, 
Andrew, James, John and the other disciples to drop everything 
and follow him. Pray that when God calls us to follow and serve, 
we will respond with faith and trust, even if we do not yet know 
where God is leading us or what God is calling us to do. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-1-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-1-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-1-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-1-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-1-31/0
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Please pick up your envelopes from 
fellowship hall!   
Thank you for your support and 
donations.  

 
Today! After worship service. 

We will attempt to livestream this meeting so all can be involved. 

      Tuesday, February 9th  
     3-7 p.m. @ the church 
           Sign up one of two ways: 
 

 By calling Deb Moore at 515-460-1037 

   Via the LifeServe website: www.lifeservebloodcenter.org 
By Appointment only 

 

 
Palestine will accept your offering!  

1. Bring to worship service with you and place in offering plates.  
2. Mail check to: 

Palestine Lutheran Church 
1375 HWY 210 
Huxley, IA 50124 

3. Give online through Easy Tithe.  
Go to our website www.plchuxley.com and click on the bright 
red ONLINE GIVING tab on the right located above our 
“Reaching out in Christian love to all” statement.  
Thank you. Continue to pray and know God is with us. 

 

http://www.lifeservebloodcenter.org/
http://www.plchuxley.com/
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Welcome to Worship! We’re glad you’re here (physically or 
virtually), guests and members alike, and pray that you will 
find in our worship an opportunity to praise God and hear 
God’s Word. 

In the Nets of the Kingdom (Based on Mark 1) 

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from 
Michigan to Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The two met at a 
church youth convention; now she was going to be his high school prom 
date. Here’s how it happened: At the youth gathering, during each 
morning’s worship, the two held the same green hymn book. During the 
afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross-legged in a circle on the floor, she 
read compellingly from her red leatherette Bible. For evening 
reflections, the prayers she pulled from her blue plastic packet of 
devotions swept the room. Bruce was bedazzled. That’s why he bought 
the ticket. When Jan stepped off the bus, she shimmered, telling him 
how from seat to seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting 
fourteen converts on a colorful missionary journey. 

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind 
of fishing for people Jesus was after when he passed along the Sea of 
Galilee, calling oily fishermen to “follow me.” What shook Simon and 
Andrew, James and John, and countless women and men throughout 
the ages to—immediately, impulsively—give up their nets, quit 
mending, abandon boats, and leave families and homes? 

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a 
way of living, a manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing but 
earnestly believing that when he asks us to step up, something more 
meaningful than all we have awaits us. 

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in 
which we are constantly casting nets to catch more of what never 
satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an epiphany. It is an invitation, not to 
“save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the weak and despairing, 
to minister to the ruined and abandoned, scared and starving, to show 
compassion to the mean and unloving, and to embrace the great, 
greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this awaits us in the nets of God’s 
kingdom. 


