
 
 

Forest Grove Board of Fire Commissioners 
November 28th, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Order of Business, / Minutes - rev 6, 02-2016  

 
1. Call to Order:  @ 19:00 
 1. Members Present 

X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
X Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman 
X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
X Thomas Bellone Sr. - Treasurer 
__ Scott Graiff 

 
 
Public Present & Others:  
Tamara Ardito – DTA Solutions  
 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
A motion to accept minutes as written was made by Samuel Scapellato and seconded by Thomas 
Bellone Sr. 
 
 
3. Communications 
The Board received a letter from First Priority regarding the $6,000.00 overpayment that was due 
to the fire district. First Priority is challenging the overpayment and how the overpaid funds will 
be used. Mykola will contact First Priority and see if there is a way that this issue can be resolved 
without litigation.   
 
The Board received an e-mail from the CFO of Franklin Township. The fourth quarter fire 
district payment will be transferred on 12-15-17 in the amount of $127,602.25. 
 
The signed and notarized petition for nomination was received from Andrew Bellone Jr.  
 
A notice from the NJ State Association of Fire Districts was received regarding bill A1690 
which establishes the procedures for Boards of Fire Commissioners to be able to move their 
annual fire district elections to November, and eliminates certain fire district budget referenda 
and eliminates certain fire district capitol purchase referenda. This bill was signed into law. A 
copy of this notice will be posted in the Commissioners office and is attached to these minutes.  
 
 
4. Bills against the Commission (refer to file for list of all bills paid) 
A motion to pay all bills was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and seconded by Andrew Bellone 
Jr. 
Notes:  None 
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5. Treasurers Report 
Please refer to the attached report. 
A motion to accept Treasurers report as read was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and was 
seconded by Andrew Bellone Jr. Notes: None 
 
A refund of policy payment check was received from Borelli Insurance in the amount of 
$1,247.44. This refund was due to the amended policy for the premises sections 1-1 through 1-5 
of the policy. The amendment was due to the fire company receiving a Class 4 rating from ISO.  
 
 
6. Old Business 
There is still as $2,500.00 grant that was received that was not applied. The Board believes that 
the funds were for the replacement SCBA’s, or for the purchase of the SCBA fit testing machine. 
The Board forwarded the funds in advance of the grant to pay for the SCBA’s. The grant should 
have been applied to that expenditure. Thomas Bellone Sr. went through the records to determine 
if this is correct. Thomas was unable to confirm if these funds were for the SCBA grant. Thomas 
Bellone Sr. contacted Ed Paul (auditor) for direction on how to move forward. According to 
Thomas Bellone Sr. we are waiting to hear back from Ed Paul.   
 
There were 2 small amounts of money that will be moved to clear completed projects. One 
amount from the capital improvement project that was completed in the amount of $16.05 and 
one amount in the amount of $2.36 from debt service. These amounts will be transferred to the 
general fund balance. Since the projects are closed, there is no need to leave these funds on those 
line items.  
 
A resolution will need to be made at the end of the year to transfer these 2 amounts. 
 
The finance committee re-reviewed the lease proposal and re-resubmitted a new lease proposal 
with an actual lease agreement to the Board. The Board reviewed the lease proposal and found 
that there was specific language within the lease that we could not agree to. The Board will 
negotiate the actual rent increase when we determine the budget for 2018. The President of the 
Fire Company is going to provide an electronic copy of the proposed lease agreement so that any 
changes can be made immediately, and the proposal once agreed to can be voted on and adopted.  
 
The Board has received 2 quotes from the Chief for a new command vehicle. These quotes will 
be reviewed and if possible, the cost will be factored into the 2018 budget. The one quote is from 
First Priority. The Chief will be advised that if the overpayment issue for the KME Rescue truck 
cannot be resolved, we may need to find another vendor through HGAC as the Board will not be 
able to move forward with additional business with First Priority until the issue is resolved.  
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The Board set the budget for 2018. This budget proposal will be sent to the auditor for review.  
The proposed budget passed with 3/5 majority vote. Recorded voting of the budget is as follows: 
Andrew Bellone Jr. – Chairman - Aye 
Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman – Not present 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj – Secretary - Aye 
Thomas Bellone Sr. – Treasurer - Aye 
Scott Graiff – Not present / absent 
 
 
7. New Business 
The Board has decided that we will not be entering the JIF insurance program for workman’s 
compensation insurance for the fire company. The Board felt that the information that we 
received was not sufficient to enter into the JIF insurance program. We have budgeted in 2018 to 
purchase our own workman’s compensation insurance through our insurance company. The 
Board has agreed that we will revisit this issue next year, once we have better information and 
input from the fire companies that have entered into the JIF program.   
 
The Board received a letter from First Priority regarding the $6,000.00 overpayment that was due 
to the fire district. First Priority is challenging the overpayment and how the overpaid funds will 
be used. The original letter that was received from First Priority stated that the company was 
going to take the overpayment and apply it to future servicing of equipment at their facility. Per 
Ed Paul (auditor) these monies are considered an overpayment and must be returned to the 
Board.  Mykola will contact First Priority and see if there is a way that this issue can be resolved 
without litigation. 
 
The Board received an e-mail from the CFO of Franklin Township. The fourth quarter fire 
district payment will be transferred on 12-15-17 in the amount of $127,602.25.  
 
The signed and notarized petition for nomination was received from Andrew Bellone Jr. This 
nominee will be added to the ballot for the 2018 fire district election.  
 
The 2018 Proposed budget was returned to the Board from Ed Paul (auditor). The reviewed / 
revised budget for 2018 will require another vote before it is sent to the DCA for approval.  
The proposed budget passed with 4/5 majority vote. Recorded voting of the budget is as follows: 
Andrew Bellone Jr. – Chairman - Aye 
Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman – Aye 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj – Secretary - Aye 
Thomas Bellone Sr. – Treasurer - Aye 
Scott Graiff – Not present / absent 
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8. Public Comments 
Chief of the Fire Department:  
Not present.  
 
 
President of the Fire Department:  
Not present. 
 
 
Others: 
Not present. 
 
 
9. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and seconded by Andrew 
Bellone Jr. The meeting was adjourned at 19:29. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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