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The "Hawkins” Line

 The 1785 Franklin/Jackson
County western frontier Treaty line
was not surveyed until 1798 &
was re-run in 1804 when
discrepancies arose. The name of
the line derives from Benjamin
Hawkins, the Indian Agent who
helped negotiate the Treaty and
who ran the line in 1798.

Fort Daniel is situated near the south
end of the Hawkins Line.



Georgia’s Frontier Forts

* As settlers moved into the 1785 and 1790
Treaty lands and lived amongst the Cherokee
and Creek, there were problems.

« Until about 1812, forts were needed for
protection of settlers from Indian
“depredations,” but also to keep settlers from
crossing the Treaty boundaries and
trespassing on Indian lands, which was a
frequent occurrence.

» After about 1812, forts were constructed or
refurbished to protect settlers from the Creek
Red Stick uprising inspired by Tecumseh & Tecumseh
encouraged by the British. This Southern
“theater” of the War of 1812 is known as the
Creek Indian Wars.



A Defensive Plan of the
Western Frontier

In a 1793 letter* to Georgia Governor Edward Telfair from Georgia
Adjunct General Augustus Elholm, Elholm writes “I repaired to the
Western Frontier for the purpose of Causing four Block Houses to be
erected... for protecting the Inhabitants from the ravages of the
Indiens.”

The communication includes a hand drawn map (next slide) that
depicts the location of stations and block houses along the Georgia
frontier (i.e. the 1785 Treaty Line) in 1792.

Other maps from this effort depict the
“Oconee” forts associated with the 1790
Treaty.

(*) Sometime after map was dated, December 31,
1792, and end of Telfair’'s term, November 7, 1793.
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Hugh Montgomery's Letter

Since the Cherokee were allies of the Americans, and their lands
were west of the Hawkins Line — western boundary of Franklin and
Jackson — forts along this line were, by 1812, not really necessary.

Because Fort Daniel was not only at the south end of this line, but
the north end of the line separating the settlers from the real threat,
the Creeks, Fort Daniel was thought to be a key fort.

In January of 1814, Jackson County’s, Senator Hugh Montgomery,
brother of James, wrote the following to Governor Early: “l... write...
on the subject of the Garrisons... established on the west and
northwest side of... Franklin and Jackson — the one at Hog Mountain
is Essential, the one at Federal Road...not so much... all north of
that are intirely unnecessary....
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Beards Bluff fort ca. 1790s, Lerg-Ceurty GA———————————————
Though the stockade walls and buildings long ago disappeared, and
the area has since been cultivated, such things as metal and
ceramic artifacts, although moved around by tilling, would still be
present within the plow zone (1215 inches deep), and the PZ would
not have been deep enough to erase subsurface features like
stockade wall trenches, post holes, trash pits, and the like. These
features, indeed, have been revealed by archaeological
investigations and have provided valuable information about the size
and layout of the fort.













Excavation Highlights
for NRHP Eligible,
Georgia Site 9GW623
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Fort footprint superimposed on 2007 metal

detection survey gradient map. /
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2011: Presentation & Preservation
of SW Blockhouse area

Installation of drainage system and 4x6 beam outline of Blockhouse footprint.






Ceramic Sherds



Buttons, Bullets & Flints



This & That

Wrought
Horseshoe and
nail

Black & Amber
bottle glass






Contact Period Silver Earbob

Fort Daniel was
possibly also a O

trading post... /















Come & See Us May 19

Special Invitation to:

» Attendees of the 2012 Society
for Georgia Archaeology Spring
(Georgia Archaeology Month)

« Gwinnett County District 1
Educators

» Gwinnett County Commissioners
and members of the Historical
Restoration & Preservation
Board

 Meeting at GGC, and Fort
Daniel.



