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About TAAP

TAAP is a nonprofit professional association of biological medicine. TAAP members are mostly
located in the United States and in Taiwan. The majority of the members have an advanced
degree in life science-related fields. A significant proportion of the members are academic
researchers, scientists or managers in various fields of bio-pharmaceutical discovery and
development.
Our Mission: To promote biopharmaceutical and technological exchanges and business
cooperation between the United States and Taiwan.
Our Aims: To promote communication, coordination and cooperation of scientists, policy
makers, government officials, and educators between the United States and Taiwan.
Our Objectives:
•

To provide a network for Taiwanese Americans in the biotech/pharma field where
members can communicate and exchange information and ideas.

•

To provide expertise of the field to help solve problems of other members.

•

To inform job openings posted by members or forwarded by members.

•

To promote and accelerate the development of the biotech/pharma industry of Taiwan.

•

To provide the expertise, consultation and leadership to Taiwan’s biotech/pharma
industry.

•

To serve as a common ground for perspective employers of Taiwan’s biotech/Pharma
companies to announce current job opportunities in USA.
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Greetings from Symposium Chair
Dear 2018 TAAP Symposium Participants,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Taiwanese
American Association of Pharmaceutical Sciences
(TAAP), I sincerely welcome you to the 2018 TAAP
Symposium. This is an exciting time for
pharmaceuticals and medical device fields. Around the
world, breakthroughs in immunotherapies and
precision medicine offer unprecedent promises for
unmet medical needs and enormous impacts to
patients. In Taiwan, the government has designated
Biomedical Industry as one of its core 5+2 Industrial
Innovation plan to stimulate economic development.
In the last two years, Taiwan government invested
significant efforts to improve basic R&D infrastructure, created science parks, lowered
regulatory hurdles and attracted new ideas and investments.
This year’s Symposium will focus on the new developments both in the US and Taiwan with
topics related to pharmaceuticals and medical devices. We will have speakers from academia and
industry in the US to share their experiences and knowledge as well as speakers from Taiwan to
showcase the biomedical development efforts in Taiwan. Aside from scientific topics, networking with our colleagues is also a major component of this symposium.
October is the best season to visit New jersey. Duke Farms, the 2,700 acres farm and wood lands
that contained 9 lakes, 18 miles of roads and 1.5 miles of stone walls, near the conference site is
a wonderful place to visit after the Symposium. I am looking forward to meeting you at TAAP
symposium.

Sincerely,

Long-Rong Mark Kao, Ph.D.
TAAP President
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Symposium Schedule
October 6th, 2018 (Sat)
8:00 - 8:50

Registration

8:50 - 9:00

Opening Remarks by Dr. Mark Kao

9:00 - 10:00

Keynote Speech I: Lipid-Based Formulation Technology for Better Drug-Delivery
by Dr. Keelung Hong

10:00 - 10:30

Group Picture & Coffee Break

10:30 - 11:15

Open Innovation in Pharmaceutical Industry and Taiwan’s Engagement
by Dr. Sean Wang

11:15 - 12:00

The Journey of Pharmaceutical Development: Inspiration, Innovation and Perseverance
by Dr. David Cipolla

12:00 - 13:30

Lunch Break
Drug Development

Medical Device Development

13:30 - 14:15

Formulation 360
by Dr. Yung-Chi Lee

Generation of a Three-Dimensional Lung
Organoid from Human Pluripotent Stem
Cells and Its Applications
by Dr. Ya-Wen Chen

14:15 - 15:00

CSI in Biologics Manufacturing
by Dr. Eric Haofan Peng

Machine Learning for Clinical Diagnosis
by Dr. Jen-Tang Lu

15:00 - 15:30

Coffee Break

15:30 - 16:15

An Introduction to CMC Regulatory Affairs:
Lifecycle Management from Product Birth
to Death
by Ms. Jennifer Schmitt

16:15 - 17:00

Keynote Speech II: Dx Innovation in the Era of Precision Medicine and Big Data:
Opportunities and Challenges by Dr. Yiu-Lian Fong

17:00 - 18:00

Mock Interview

18:00 - 19:30

Networking Dinner

From the Bench to Business:
The BenchSci Story
by Dr. Maurice Shen

October 7th, 2018 (Sun)
8:00 - 9:00

Registration

9:00 - 9:45

Visa and Green Card Strategies and Procedures by Ms. Elise L. Perkul

9:45 - 10:40

Career Panel Discussion I
by Dr. Karen Chu, Dr. Maurice Shen, Dr. Lirong Liu, Dr. Chi Tarn, Dr. Jenny Yip and
Dr. Jhansi Lakkaraju

10:40 - 11:00

Coffee Break

11:00 - 11:45

Career Panel Discussion II
by Dr. Karen Chu, Dr. Maurice Shen, Dr. Lirong Liu, Dr. Chi Tarn, Dr. Jenny Yip and
Dr. Jhansi Lakkaraju

11:45 - 11:50

Closing Remarks by Dr. Mark Kao & Networking
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Keynote Speeches
Lipid-Based Formulation Technology for Better Drug-Delivery
Keelung Hong, Ph.D.
Founder and Chairman of the Board
Taiwan Liposome Company, Inc.
A native of rural Taichung, Dr. Hong was educated at
Taiwan Cheng Kung University, the University of
Texas at El Paso, and the University of California at
Berkeley. From the last he earned a Ph.D. in chemistry.
He went on to do postdoctoral research at Stanford
University and was a research scientist at the
University of California, San Francisco for twenty
years. He has published over one hundred research
papers and two books on Taiwanese society and
Taiwanese culture. Dr. Hong’s longstanding interest in
improving cancer therapy has led to a series of
breakthroughs and a number of patents in carrier
technology for improving drug and gene delivery.
After being a consultant to several biotech companies,
Dr. Hong founded Taiwan Liposome Company in
Taiwan and its subsidiary, TLC Biopharmaceuticals in the United States. He currently serves as
Chairman & CEO. Dr. Hong has built a team to pursue the dream of becoming a Taiwanese
pharmaceutical company having drugs developed and made in Taiwan for global market.
Abstract
Lipid-based modified-release parenteral dosage forms represent a distinct class of drug products.
The unique characteristics of lipid-excipients as well as lipid-based delivery systems have
presented many challenges in drug development. Liposomes have been under extensive
investigation first as a bio-membrane model for our understanding of its structure and function
aspects. In 1995 FDA approved the first liposome drug product, a doxorubicin HCl liposome
injection which has resolved the serious side effect of doxorubicin cardiotoxicity. The valuable
advantages in reducing side effects and increasing therapeutic efficacy by liposome formulation
technology have been shown in liposome drug products subsequently approved since 1995. This
presentation focuses on TLC’s product pipeline of liposome drug products in fields of cancer
chemotherapy, short- and long-term pain-management, and ophthalmology diseases.
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Dx Innovation in the Era of Precision Medicine and Big Data:
Opportunities and Challenges
Yiu-Lian Fong, Ph.D., MBA
Global Head, Scientific Innovation, Diagnostics
Johnson & Johnson Innovation
Yiu-Lian is the Global Head for Diagnostic Innovation, Research
and Early Development at Johnson & Johnson Innovation. YiuLian has global responsibility for identifying, assessing and
accelerating the development of breakthrough diagnostic
technologies and solutions to help drive precision medicine and
Johnson & Johnson’s World Without Disease initiative.
Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson Innovation, Yiu-Lian was the
Divisional Vice President for R&D at Abbott Molecular. In this
position, she was responsible for R&D strategic oversight, menu
expansion, advancing R&D pipelines including the development
of next generation molecular diagnostic platform technologies.
Previously, she was the Executive Director of Molecular
Diagnostics and Companion Diagnostics Development at Novartis
Oncology. Yiu-Lian brings a broad and extensive background in
the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries including
experience in technology and product development, blood testing/screening, vaccines and IVD
Immuno and molecular diagnostics, as well as therapeutic drug/vaccine development.
Yiu-Lian received her M.S. in Life Sciences from The National Tsing Hua University in Taiwan,
and her MBA from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. She earned her Ph.D. in
Molecular Physiology and Biophysics from Vanderbilt University and was a post graduate
fellow at Johns Hopkins University. Yiu-Lian also has 25 publications in peer review journals
and several issued patent applications.
Abstract
As the aging population continues to rise on a steep slope and the healthcare spending continues
to skyrocket, across the healthcare system globally, there is increasing pressure to improve
efficiency of health care. Real-world evidence and outcome based healthcare is increasingly
becoming the center piece of the healthcare focus. Effective diagnostic tools to drive precision
medicine is expected to help address this critical need. The fast evolving, integration and
adoption of disruptive technologies in recent years has fueled the exponential growth and
expansion of big data. Effective integration and analysis of the big data to develop robust
diagnostic and predictive applications is expected to further help drive the realization of
precision medicine and shape the healthcare industry.
The talk will provide an overview for the major trend of diagnostic technology innovation as the
key drivers of the big data based precision medicine, the opportunities and the potential
challenges.
2018 TAAP Symposium
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Day 1 Speeches
Open Innovation in Pharmaceutical Industry and
Taiwan’s Engagement
Sean S.H. Wang, Ph.D.
President
ITRI International Inc. (San Jose, California), a subsidiary of ITRI
ITRI International Inc. is ITRI’s presence in North America. It
engages in incubation of startups, in Silicon Valley and from
Taiwan, technology transfer, IP business, high-level training,
and recruiting as well as and facilitates R&D collaboration and
contract research. The incubation practice has involved, in
various degrees, with more than 100 startups in Silicon Valley
and from Taiwan to accelerate technology and/or product
development by partnering up with ITRI’s labs, to get product
validation from major early customers, to explore broader
market applications in Asia and beyond, and to be considered
for venture funding. Since 2011, Sean and the team have also
been connecting the medical devices value chain in Silicon
Valley with Taiwan’s large companies and startups as well as
physicians and researchers in that sector by providing an annual
training and networking program. The program has also helped to build a well-connected
community of medical devices across Taiwan and Silicon Valley.
Sean also served as the General Director of ITRI’s International Center (Hsinchu, Taiwan) from
Feb. 2016 to July 2018. At ITRI’s International Center, Sean and the team have built
collaboration platforms to facilitate collaborations between various R&D teams, at ITRI and
other R&D organizations as well as Taiwanese companies, with international partners, including
government agencies, R&D organizations, universities, large companies and startups. The main
geographical coverage of the practice includes U.S., Canada, Europe, Japan, Southeast Asia,
Israel, Turkey, and Australia.
In July 2004, Sean first joined ITRI as the General Director of Industrial Economics Knowledge
Center (IEK), which conducts market research, strategic planning, and business consulting for
various industrial sectors. IEK also functions as a think tank.
Before joining ITRI, for about 15 years, Sean was a senior consultant with SRI International/SRI
Consulting (Menlo Park, California), where he developed and implemented international
proprietary projects on technology evaluation, feasibility study, strategic planning, licensing
strategy, new business opportunities identification, and investment decision for international
clients. Earlier, Sean was associated with M.W. Kellogg (now KBR, Houston, Texas) and
Morgantown Energy Technology Center (now a part of the National Energy Technology
Laboratory) of U.S. Department of Energy. He was trained and with B.S, MS., and Ph.D. degrees
in Chemical Engineering.
2018 TAAP Symposium
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Abstract
Typical strategic objectives for engaging in open innovation include creating values from
establishing new and existing partnerships, exploring emerging technological trends, identifying
innovative business opportunities, accelerating R&D completion, and mitigating risks of
innovation projects. These objectives, and a broader sense of open innovation, are becoming
more important as pharma and medtech industries are experiencing a wave of challenges and
opportunities including improving R&D productivity, bringing more transformational treatments
to patients, better managing complicated patients across the care system, and responding to
emerging ideas of regulatory harmonization. The presentation will review the practices and
examples as well as discuss proposed new ideas of open innovation in pharma and medtech
industries. In addition, it will summarize the recent relevant development in Taiwan as the
industries are gaining momentum in innovation and commercialization and striving to engage
and become part of the global value chain.
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The Journey of Pharmaceutical Development:
Inspiration, Innovation and Perseverance
David Cipolla, Ph.D.
Vice President in Research
Insmed Inc.
David has more than 25 years of experience in the
pharmaceutical industry with a focus on the development of
formulation and drug delivery technologies to support
pharmaceutical product development. David is currently
the VP of Research at Insmed, Inc, where he is part of a
team developing novel, targeted therapies to help serve the
critical unmet needs of patients battling serious rare
diseases. Prior to joining Insmed in 2018, David worked at
Aradigm (1996 to 2018) initially as a scientist in the
formulation group and eventually rising to VP of preclinical
research. He covered all phases of product development and
led the development of formulations, analytical methods,
material science, CMC activities, intellectual property, and
preclinical research. David also participated in the clinical
and regulatory development efforts for inhaled liposomal
ciprofloxacin including the FDA’s Jan 2018 Advisory
Committee meeting. Prior to joining Aradigm, David worked at Genentech, Inc. (1988 to 1996)
developing and characterizing the delivery of protein aerosols to the airways, culminating with
the approval of Pulmozyme® rhDNase for the management of cystic fibrosis in 1993. David
holds a chemical engineering degree from MIT (SB) and UC Davis (MS) and a pharmacy degree
from the University of Sydney (PhD). David served as chair of IPAC-RS (2006-2008), chair of
the ISAM Regulatory Affairs Working Group (2009-2010) and ISAM Board Member (20112015). He is on the editorial board of the Journal of Aerosol Medicine and Pulmonary Drug
Delivery (2008-present), the Inhalation Magazine (2008-present) and Pharmaceutical Patent
Analyst (2012-present).
Abstract
It may come as a surprise that many of the early therapies developed to treat asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) were initially given orally or by injection and were later
repositioned as inhaled products. This includes epinephrine, corticosteroids and the selective
beta-2 agonists. In hindsight, the rationale for this change in delivery format appears obvious.
Very little of the dose administered orally or by injection typically reaches the lung; thus, higher
doses must be administered to be effective. Pharmaceutical development rarely follows the linear
path that was outlined in the original plan and the target product profile often changes due to
external factors or internal challenges. This presentation will focus on the surprises that arise in
development and how inspiration, innovation and preservation are required to achieve the goal of
product approval.

2018 TAAP Symposium

http://www.taap-us.org/2018-taap-symposium.html

10

Formulation 360
Yung-Chi Lee, Ph.D.
Principal Scientist
Merck Research Laboratories
Yung-Chi Lee is a scientist focusing on drug product
development. He has vast experience in formulation
development. After receiving his Ph.D. from the University of
Arizona, he has worked in various pharmaceutical companies
with job responsibilities ranging from early discovery
formulation development for candidate nomination, to late
stage process performance qualification. Dr. Lee is currently
working at Merck Research Laboratories to develop novel
formulation for drugs with poor water solubility.
Abstract
Formulation development is the main component of the drug product development process. The
objective of formulation development is to deliver the drug substance to the desired absorption
site with maximum efficiency and minimal safety concerns. These objectives are achieved by
understanding the properties of the drug in all respects, physically, chemically and
mechanically. The formulation dosage form can vary from liquid, semisolid, to solid, depending
on the intended dosing route as well as the properties of the drug substance. While there are
many ways to deliver the drug, such as injection, inhalation, and transdermal, etc., the oral
delivery route remains the preferred route for small molecules. This preference is driven by
convenience to both patients and health care givers as well as established manufacturing
processes. The objectives of this presentation are to provide an overview of the science behind
the development of orally-delivered small molecules and to inspire researchers to advance the
science and technology to develop the best formulations to meet medical needs.
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Generation of a Three-Dimensional Lung Organoid from
Human Pluripotent Stem Cells and Its Applications
Ya-Wen Chen, Ph.D.
Associate Research Scientist
Columbia University Medical Center
Dr. Ya-Wen Chen completed her M.S. in Tumor Biology
at Georgetown University and Ph.D. in Molecular
Medicine at the University of Maryland in Baltimore. She
started her postdoctoral training at the Columbia
University Medical Center and is currently an Associate
Research Scientist at the Columbia Centre for Human
Development at Columbia University Medical Center in
New York. Dr. Chen developed the first lung organoid
differentiation protocol from human pluripotent stem
cells. Her research interest now focuses on applying the
lung organoids for lung injury repair, stem-cell therapy,
and regenerative medicine. She will start her new position
as an Assistant Professor at University of Southern
California-Los Angeles soon.
Abstract
End-stage lung disease is the third leading cause of death in the United States. Lung
transplantation is the only definitive treatment to replace lungs in end-stage patients. However,
complications are frequent, and there is a severe shortage of organs. Stem cell-based therapy
supplying exogenous stem/progenitor cells to help lung repair or ultimately replacing diseased
lung tissue have become prime translational goals. One of the major challenges before stem cellbased therapies can be realized is generating sufficient quantities of the appropriate progenitor
and mature cells. We have previously shown that three-dimensional branching lung organoids
can be generated from human pluripotent stem cells (hPSCs, including embryonic stem cells and
induced pluripotent stem cells). Here we show that we can isolate and grow cells from these
organoids with a phenotype and expression pattern compatible with human distal lung bud tip
progenitor cells (SOX2+SOX9+). These cells, which we call putative distal tip progenitors
(pDTPs) could be maintained as a homogenous population, passaged for > 12 months (as of
January, 2018, passage 40, 12 months old), frozen and thawed. The cells maintained active
proliferation and expanded > 90 fold in 2 weeks even at passage 38. In vitro expanded pDTPs
attach to, flatten and survive for at least 7 days in de-epithelialized rat lungs ex vivo and for at
least 2 weeks in injured immunodeficient mouse lung in vivo after delivery in the airway.
Furthermore, they can be differentiated in vitro into mature basal cells
(NGFR+P63+CD104+CD49f+), the stem cells of airway, and further differentiated into ciliated,
goblet, and club cells. The in vitro expanded basal cells can engraft and repopulate deepithelialized mouse tracheas ex vivo. The capacity to generate an unlimited number of distal
lung bud tip progenitor cells and basal cells from hPSCs provides a potential source of cells for
stem cell therapies and regenerative medicine in the lung.
2018 TAAP Symposium
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CSI in Biologics Manufacturing
Eric Haofan Peng, Ph.D.
Senior Engineer, Manufacturing Sciences
Biogen
Eric leads several technical partnerships
between different organizations including
biologics high titer process development, raw
material investigation, and 15,000L large scale
protein drugs manufacture. He works closely
with several partners in cell culture,
purification and analytical development to
ensure the success in GMP manufacturing
under FDA guidance. He also supports raw
material qualification and trace metal
investigation internationally for his tri-lingual
background. Eric published several papers in
the investigation of cell damaging and the
qualification of poloxamer 188, which later became the benchmark in bioprocessing industry. He
obtained bachelor’s degree in National Taiwan University and PhD in SUNY Buffalo where his
thesis was gene therapy, regenerative medicine and preclinical animal model.
Abstract
Two stories to share:
1. Cross-functional communication and leadership challenge in Biologics 101.
2. Personal recommendation for international students to establish career in USA.
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Machine Learning for Clinical Diagnosis
Jen-Tang Lu, Ph.D.
Scientist
MGH & BWH Center for Clinical Data Science
Dr. Lu is a scientist and entrepreneur, who has a strong
passion for technology revolution in medical imaging. He
is currently working as a Machine Learning Scientist at
the MGH &amp; BWH Center for Clinical Data Science
(CCDS), a newly founded center that focuses on deep
learning with applications to healthcare. At his work, he
leverages artificial intelligence to transform diagnostic
workflow and to address critical clinical needs. His
achievement in fully automated detection on lumbar
spinal stenosis has been used to streamline the
interpretation on spine MRI at MGH. Prior to joining
CCDS, Dr. Lu received his Ph.D. in Electrical
Engineering at Princeton University, with a focus on
algorithm and system development for medical imaging
applications. While there, he commercialized his doctoral
research on image enhancement for medical ultrasound
and co-founded Ultrasonyx, a Princeton-funded medical
startup. The technology was awarded the Top Prize at the
Princeton Innovation Forum in 2016.
Abstract
Machine learning (ML) is an emerging technology with promise to impact a wide variety of
areas throughout the healthcare system. In this talk, I'll discuss how ML can streamline clinical
workflow and improve healthcare outcomes, with special focus in diagnostic areas. Meanwhile,
as one of the first founding members in the Center of Clinical Data Science at the Mass General
Hospital (MGH), I'll share our experience of building an AI center within a hospital system from
the ground up.
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An Introduction to CMC Regulatory Affairs:
Lifecycle Management from Product Birth to Death
Jennifer Schmitt, M.S.
Associate Director in Global Regulatory Affairs
Merck & Co.
Jennifer Schmitt is an Associate Director in Global Regulatory
Affairs-CMC at Merck & Co. Inc. based in West Point,
Pennsylvania. Jennifer earned her B.S. at the University of
Delaware and M.S. from Villanova University, both in
Chemical Engineering. Jennifer has over 22 years of
experience in the pharmaceutical industry in small molecule
process development, manufacturing and regulatory
affairs. She started her career in global pharmaceutical
technical operations at Merck. She held additional positions in
manufacturing operations as an industrial engineer and coating
production
supervisor
at
Merck’s
pharmaceutical
manufacturing facility in West Point. For the past 13 years
she has worked in Regulatory CMC where she has supported
both pre-approval initial registration and post-approval
product lifecycle maintenance activities. In addition, during
that time Jennifer spent 4 years focused on emerging markets projects where she served as the
Merck Regulatory CMC lead for the Latin American region. In the emerging markets role,
Jennifer was responsible for management of CMC dossiers for branded generics and fixed dose
combination products developed at sites in India and Mexico. In addition, she led the CMC
activities for business development and product licensing deals in Latin America. When she is
not doing Regulatory CMC, Jennifer enjoys spending time with her husband John and her
children John (15), Stephanie (13) and her wheaten terrier Arya (1). She enjoys cooking, jogging,
traveling and playing the piano. Jennifer lives with her family in Audubon, PA.
Abstract
Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls (CMC) Regulatory Affairs maintains the quality part of
the product registration dossier. The CMC dossier components include description of the
formulation, pharmaceutical product development, manufacturing and testing procedures,
product quality specifications, packaging and stability data. The CMC product information
evolves from the early clinical trial phase to commercial product registration, post approval
product maintenance up to product license withdrawal. This CMC Regulatory Affairs
introduction will explore the lifecycle management from the drug discovery (product birth) to
product discontinuation (product death).
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From the Bench to Business: The BenchSci Story
Maurice Shen, Ph.D.
Head of Academic Relations
BenchSci
Maurice obtained his Ph.D. in Pharmacology from the University of
Toronto in 2015.His thesis examined the physiological role of a
novel dopamine receptor complex, the D1-D2 heteromer, in
drug addiction and depression-related behaviors, as well as
the associated neuroadaptations.
Maurice believes that the current research process can be
greatly complemented by the recent advance in machine
learning technology. He is dedicated to building a digital
research tool that can benefit the scientific community as a
whole by speaking to researchers and incorporating their
needs into BenchSci.
Outside of work, Maurice is passionate about singing, particularly rock & roll. He has entered
singing competitions twice. He also enjoys watching thriller and mystery movies. For outdoor
activities Maurice likes to go hiking and biking in the summer, while during winter he loves
snowboarding.
Abstract
BenchSci is started by a team of conventional scientists who took an unconventional path.
Maurice will share how they transitioned from the lab bench to the business world, and he will
offer some tips to those of you who are interested in entrepreneurship. Learn about BenchSci's
technology at https://landing.benchsci.com/academic

2018 TAAP Symposium

http://www.taap-us.org/2018-taap-symposium.html

16

Day 2 Speeches
Visa and Green Card Strategies and Procedures
Elise L. Perkul, J.D.
Partner
Barst Mukamal & Kleiner LLP
Ms. Perkul is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey
She received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and her
J.D. from New York Law School, graduating cum laude in 2001.
Elise is a member of the AILA and has served on numerous
AILA New York Chapter committees, including the CLE
Committee, the Corporate Practice Committee, the YLD
Committee, the New York District Director Committee, and
EOIR/Asylum Committee. Ms. Perkul also served as Co-Chair
of the New York Chapter Media Committee. Elise is recognized
as a “New York Superlawyer” and has been a Speaker on I-9
Compliance with Park Avenue Presentations, Speaker at New
York AILA New York Chapter on Immigration in the Media,
Speaker on firm sponsored seminar “Employing Foreign
Nationals in the United States”, Speaker on Family-based
Immigration at Half Moon Seminars, and Speaker at the AILA
New York Conference. She practices all facets of immigration
law including employment and family-based green card cases, short term employment-based visa
petitions, applications for naturalization, and appeals. Elise represents many Fortune 500
companies including banks, investment firms, computer consultancy businesses, and many other
companies in the financial sector.

For more information, call (888) 506-1291 or visit https://bmkllp.com/
Abstract
The path to an employment-based green card in the U.S. often begins with some sort of
temporary, or, to use the technical term, “nonimmigrant” status. Particularly well-traveled is the
path from student status (F-1) to specialty occupation (H-1B) to green card. The presentation will
provide the strategies with several examples on how a typical immigration case would proceed.
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Career Panel Discussion I & II
Karen Chu, Pharm D.
Corporate Vice President, Clinical Research Services
PAREXEL
In her role as Corporate Vice President for Clinical
Research Services, Dr. Karen Chu leads PAREXEL’s
Global Clinical Operations group. She is responsible for
the operational delivery of study start-up, remote and onsite clinical monitoring and the overall clinical conduct
for Early Phase Development and Phase II-III clinical
trials. Prior to this role, Dr. Chu held a variety of positions
at PAREXEL. Most recently, she was responsible for
APAC Clinical Operations, Global Project Planning and
Support as well as Records Management.
Dr. Chu joined PAREXEL in 2007 as part of PAREXEL’s acquisition of APEX International
Clinical Research Co., Ltd. She worked at APEX starting in 2005 as the Executive Director for
all clinical operations including Project Management, Clinical Operations, Data Operations &
Statistical Analysis, Medical and Regulatory Affairs at APEX.
In addition to her extensive experience with clinical trials globally, she possesses a unique
understanding of the diverse regulatory landscape in the Asia-Pacific region. Dr. Chu holds both
Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Pharmacy degrees from Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, College of Pharmacy.
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Maurice Shen, Ph.D.
Head of Academic Relations
BenchSci
Maurice obtained his PhD. in Pharmacology from the University of
Toronto in 2015.His thesis examined the physiological role of a
novel dopamine receptor complex, the D1-D2 heteromer, in
drug addiction and depression-related behaviors, as well as
the associated neuroadaptations.
Maurice believes that the current research process can be
greatly complemented by the recent advance in machine
learning technology. He is dedicated to building a digital
research tool that can benefit the scientific community as a
whole by speaking to researchers and incorporating their needs
into BenchSci.
Outside of work, Maurice is passionate about singing, particularly rock & roll. He has entered
singing competitions twice. He also enjoys watching thriller and mystery movies. For outdoor
activities Maurice likes to go hiking and biking in the summer, while during winter he loves
snowboarding.
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Lirong Liu, Ph.D.
Senior Manager
Pfizer Inc.
Dr. Lirong Liu is currently the Senior Manager at Global Technology
Service/Pfizer Global Supply in Peapack, NJ. He received his Ph.D. in
Pharmacy from Division of Pharmaceutics, College of Pharmacy,
University of Iowa in 1989. Dr. Liu’s area of research involves
development of novel drug delivery systems and emerging process
technologies. His experiences cover formulation, process development
and manufacture process technology. Dr. Liu is a co-author and co-editor
of a book titled “Developing Solid Oral Dosage Forms, Pharmaceutical
Theory and Practice”. Dr. Liu had served as the Co-Chair for PDD Short
Course Committee for AAPS and Chair of New Jersey Pharmaceutical
Association of Science and Technology (NJPhAST).
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Chi Tarn, Ph.D., PMP
Associate Director, Oncology
Janssen Pharmaceutics
I am current an Associate Director, Program Management
Leader/Clinical Program Management Leader (PML/CPML)
in the Project Management Office - Oncology (Oncology
PMO), at Janssen Pharmaceutics. My responsibility includes
oversees all aspects of late discovery to early development
(Phase II clinical trials) of program/projects I manage. Prior
to become a PML/CPML, I was a Chemistry, Manufacturing
& Control (CMC) project manager at Janssen for two years.
The project management experience at Janssen enables me to
gain solid knowledge in early drug development plan and
drug manufacturing; governance and regulation in drug
development; risk management; and more importantly,
stakeholder engagement in pharmaceutical setting.
Before joining Janssen in 2015, I was a Principle Investigator at the Coriell Institute for Medical
Research where I directed and managed all portfolio and operations of a high value NIH
biorepository contract with global applications. In this role, my main responsibility is to ensure
the company meets or exceeds contract requirements as listed in the statement of work. I directly
managed a group of 9 people including 2 PhDs, and I expended the contract scope 3-fold to
include collections of fibroblasts and human inducible pluripotent stem cells (hiPSC). In this role,
I learned what is a centralized biorepository and the value it provides to advance research. I also
learned hands-on project and portfolio management; team work; effective communication; and
dealing with difficult personality.
Regarding my scientific career, I have worked at Johnson & Johnson PRD on target validation
and biomarker discovery and development in the field of Immuno-Inflammation and Analgesics;
a Senior Scientist in the Novel Dosage Form Team, responsible for leading scientific innovation
for OTC drugs; and a post-doc at Fox Chase Cancer Center working on clinical oncology in GI
tumors. During this period, I have produced scientific papers; elected as the Chair for
Postdoctoral and Graduate Student Association at FCCC; awarded a NIH Fellowship award and
the prestigious Howard Tanner Career Award; and transitioned from academic to industry.

2018 TAAP Symposium

http://www.taap-us.org/2018-taap-symposium.html

21

Jenny Yip, Ph.D.
NY/NJ Business Development Manager
Eurofins DiscoverX
Dr. Jenny Yip got her Ph.D. in molecular pharmacology at Albert
Einstein College of Medicine, focused on cellular mechanism of
PI3K-mediated signaling in tumor cell motility. She received
several grants, awards & scientific honors during her PhD,
such as NIH PhD training grants and Keystone Symposia
scholarship. After PhD, she continued her postdoctoral
training with Dr. Jonathan Chernoff at Fox Chase cancer
center, where she cross-trained in diabetes & obesity research.
She quickly gained her independent research funding as a NIHNRSA research investigator. Jenny spent 10 years in academia
sector before heading into research in the industry. She took a
position at Venenum BioDesign as a Principal Scientist focusing on
cholesterol metabolism and cardiovascular signal transduction. She then moved on to Firmenich
in the consumer goods industry, focusing on olfactory receptor discovery. Currently, she is the
NY/NJ Business Development Manager at Eurofin Dixcover X. She leveraged her scientific
expertise and analytical skill set in her new role. Jenny took an alternative career path and
successfully transition from career at bench to career in sales.
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Jhansi L. Lakkaraju, Ph.D.
Vice President, Quality Assurance & Analytical Services
i3 Pharmaceuticals, LLC and Pontis Pharma, LLC
Jhansi L. Lakkaraju is a member and the Vice President of
QA & Analytical Services, at i3 Pharmaceuticals, LLC and
Pontis Pharma, LLC. Prior to that, she was the Vice President
of Research and Development at Tris Pharma, LLC. She
worked as a Principal Scientist, Analytical Research and
Development at Actavis and was a group leader, AR&D at
Pharmaceutics International Inc. She has over 19 years of
research and development experience in development of
generic and brand products. During these years, she
developed expertise in preparing CMC documentation,
addressing information requests, complete response letters for
NDA and ANDA submissions including first to file products. Ms. Jhansi holds a Ph.D. degree in
Chemistry from Indian Institute of Chemical Technology, India and has done post-doctoral
research at the Department of Chemistry and Bio-chemistry, University of Guelph, and
Department of Chemistry, Brock University, Ontario, Canada.
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Directions
Venue: Raritan Valley Community College Conference Center
GPS Address: Conference Center, Branchburg, NJ or Somerset Hall, Branchburg, NJ
(118 Lamington Road may lead you to other buildings on campus.)

Symposium Site

Entrance
Parking Lot
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Organizing Committee
Administration
Symposium Chair

Mark Kao (高龍榮)

Symposium Secretary

Max Li (李宗衡)

Program
Lipid-Based Formulation Technology for Better Drug-Delivery

Mark Kao (高龍榮)

Open Innovation in Pharmaceutical Industry and Taiwan’s
Engagement

Allen Wang (王奕嵐), Cheng-Han Chung (鍾承翰)

The Journey of Pharmaceutical Development: Inspiration,
Innovation and Perseverance

Max Li (李宗衡)

Formulation 360

Yung-Chi Lee (李永吉), Peng-Jen Chen (陳芃臻)

Generation of a Three-Dimensional Lung Organoid from
Human Pluripotent Stem Cells and Its Applications

Chun-Ping Chang (張君平), Brenda Chang (張北璇)

CSI in Biologics Manufacturing

Chun-Ping Chang (張君平), Yu-Chih Hsu (徐裕智)

Machine Learning for Clinical Diagnosis

Chun-Ping Chang (張君平), Cheng-Han Chung (鍾承翰)

An Introduction to CMC Regulatory Affairs: Lifecycle
Management from Product Birth to Death

Mark Kao (高龍榮), Max Li (李宗衡)

From the Bench to Business: The BenchSci Story

Hsiao-Chen Kuo (郭曉臻), Hsiu-An Chen (陳修安)

Dx Innovation in the Era of Precision Medicine and Big Data:
Opportunities and challenges

Allen Wang (王奕嵐), Hsiao-Ling Hung (洪曉玲)

Career Development
Mock Interview

Hsiao-Chen Kuo (郭曉臻), Chun-Ping Chang (張君平), Hsiu-An Chen (陳修安)

Visa and Green Card
Strategies and Procedures

Michael Chen (陳正憲), Sharon Lin (林思華)

Career Panel

Hsiao-Chen Kuo (郭曉臻), Hsiu-An Chen (陳修安), Sharon Lin (林思華),
Chia-Hui Chen (陳家慧), Yu-Chih Hsu (徐裕智), Hsing-Yin Liu (劉馨茵)

Other Member

Anderson Sun (孫揚盛), Chad Chou (周家慶), Chen-Chao Wang (王震昭),
Tai-Yuan Yu (尤泰元), Ning Chiang (姜寧)

Venue

Angel Lo (羅潔), Su-Mei Kao (林素梅), Anderson Sun (孫揚盛), Tai-Yuan Yu (尤泰元)

Food

Hsiu-An Chen (陳修安), Chad Chou (周家慶)

Registration

Chia-Hui Chen (陳家慧), Ning Chiang (姜寧), Peng-Jen Chen (陳芃臻),
Chad Chou (周家慶), Yu-Han Lan (藍郁涵), Su-Mei Kao (林素梅), William Chen (陳威年)

Program Book

Ning Chiang (姜寧), Sharon Lin (林思華), Mandy Su (蘇楓琇)

Name Badge

Chia-Hui Chen (陳家慧), Max Li (李宗衡)

Photography

Yu-Han Lan (藍郁涵), Anderson Sun (孫揚盛), Chen-Chao Wang (王震昭)

Speaker Lodging

Tina Hou (侯婷譯)

Speaker Transportation

Mark Kao (高龍榮), Tina Hou (侯婷譯), Yung-Chi Lee (李永吉)

Social Media Manager

Chad Chou (周家慶), William Chen (陳威年)

Website & Poster Design

Peng-Jen Chen (陳芃臻)

Logistics

Promotion

Fundraising
Fundraising

Mark Kao (高龍榮), Su-Mei Kao (林素梅)

Treasurer

Mandy Su (蘇楓琇)
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Membership
As the most experienced community of bio-pharmaceutical discovery and development, TAAP is
the Bridge for Collaboration, working to promote the intellectual exchange, networking and
career development between the United States and Taiwan. TAAP membership connects you to a
community of seasoned Taiwanese professionals serving in the industry, government, and
academia throughout the world. Our members work to facilitate intellectual conversation, share
sound practices, inform public policy, and further contribute the growth of Taiwan biotechnology
industry.
Why join us?
•

Connections to the broader bio-pharmaceutical community

•

Career opportunities through possible internal referral in our talented database

•

Knowledge exchange opportunity through TAAP-sponsored meetings and symposia

•

Discount or free to attend TAAP sponsored receptions and seminars

Want to join us?
Please visit our registration booth or our website: http://www.taap-us.org/get-involved.html
We also offer corporate memberships with additional privileges:
1. Recognition and link to your company on TAAP website for one year
2. Recognition on TAAP event literatures
3. A booth or table for organization representatives at TAAP events for one year
Platinum members enjoy all three benefits;
Gold members enjoy benefits 2 and 3;
Silver members enjoy benefit 3.
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Sponsors
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