Much of our church mindset as American Christian's


is on the individual.  



What does the individual need to do to be right with God?  



How do I deal with my sins 




and make the world right?  

We like to tell the stories of Adam and Eve, 


Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob, 


Moses, Samson, Jonah, or David.  

And we tell them often from the perspective of the individual 


and what they did



rather than the nation they were creating



or people they were leading.  

There is a good and healthy reason for doing this.  


But as Psalm 2 demonstrates, 



there is also a national concern in scripture.  




What we do as a group of people.  




What we as a nation or group of people do.  



In New Testament writings, 




what we the Church do, 




the people of God do.

Now many scholars believe that Psalm 1 and Psalm 2 


were once a single Psalm. 

The blessed at the beginning of Psalm 1 

and end of 2 


hold them together, 



as they introduce what life in God looks like.    

The individual focus of Psalm 1 

and national focus on Psalm 2 


can have many applications, 



an overview for the rest of the Psalms, 



an introduction to the themes that will be heard, 




or as a coronation Psalm of a King.  

In Israel's history, 


if the King did not live out Psalm 1 in their personal life, 


the health of the nation of Israel also withered.  

The moral integrity of the King 


was key to the health of the nation.  

As went the King, 


so went the nation.  

What the King did in his own time, 


the character of the King, set the tone of the nation.

On the national level, 


Psalm 2 addresses the Kings interaction with the other nations in theory, 



but I think that Israel was sometimes included in the plotting in vain.  

Psalm 2 asks why they plot in vain 


and conspire against Lord, 

as it lays out God's salvation plan.  


God is installing his King on Zion.  


His Son on his holy hill.  

This is followed by the Son speaking in verses  7-9 


making his first state of the Union address.  



Proclaiming the decrees of the Lord, 




his position as Son of the Father, 




the possession of all the nations, 




and ability to rule them with supreme power.  

Then the psalm closes with a rebuke to the nations 


to realize who the son is 


and to fall in line with his rule. 

To cross the son would be a foolish thing to do.  


But to rest in him would be a blessed thing to do.

This divine plan 


is why Psalm 2 is one of the most quoted Psalms in the New Testament.  

Verse 7 


with the “You are my Son” 



is used in the speeches of the Father to Jesus 




at his baptism 




and transfiguration 6 times, 



plus an additional two times in John and Acts.  

Revelation uses Psalm 2 at least 4 times.  

Acts and Hebrews use the Psalm twice 


and Philippians has a strong echo at least once.

As we journey through this Psalm, 


the majority of the Gospel story is fleshed out.  

Verse 2 is directly quoted in Acts 4 


and tied to Herod and Pontius Pilate crucifying Jesus, 



thinking that it will allow them to rule in the place of God.  

But we know that their plans were in vain.  


That whatever plots we have to live independently of the Lord 



causes heaven to laugh. 

From a theological perspective, 


Golgottha 



in the middle of Jerusalem 


is seen as the holy hill 



on which Jesus was installed as King.  

The major points of  Jesus' life 


are highlighted in the gospels with his baptism and transfiguration, 



which tie Jesus not just to Psalm 2, 




but to the ministries of Moses and Elijah 




with the exodus and the Messiah coming.  

Verse 9 has some various translation issues, 


such as whether it was an iron scepter 


or shepherd's crook, 



but Jesus' reign 



and supreme power is clear 



and called upon numerous times by the book of Revelation 




as Jesus reassures the churches 





that he is bringing his Kingdom to rule over the nations 






that are plotting against them.  

From baptism 

to the Kingdom fully coming, 


Psalm 2 tells us of God's plan to send his Son



and our 



and other nations futility in resisting it.

Taking all of these factors into consideration, 


the question for us then, 



is how do we as a nation apply this text.  

In the United States, 


it has never been used in a Presidential Inauguration, 



so there should be no confusion there.  

There may however be parts of us that fit into verses 1-3, 


trying to throw off the Lord's chains and fetters, 


trying to stand against the Lord.  

It is not limited to just the our nation or state.  


There are ways in which we as the church 



have tried to do the same thing.  


There are ways in which we try to throw off the fetters of the King 



and walk in our own plans.

Myself 

and the Pastors I regularly meet with 


have found God challenging our plans in the last 6 months.  

We had plans to preach the word faithfully here on Sunday, 


have bible studies, 


provide other programs to help people to grow, 



and shepherding the people would be complete 



and the church would grow.  


That has been the hope for 13 years here.  

My plots have been supported by others as we gathered together.  


However their has been a problem in the plan.  



It has often been my plan 



and not always God's.  

I am trying to carry out 


what I believe will help do the mission I was called to 


instead of what God knows will fulfill his mission.  

Some of the bold ideas of God 


are brushed aside often, 



because they will compromise my plan.  



They will complicate my plan. 



 They will delay the path for growth we have for this church.  

The same things happen at the denominational 


and world level.  

We sometimes listen God, 


but not as much as we should.

We started the Psalm 


acknowledging that what the nations do 



will eventually lead to no good in the end.  


But that does not stop them from trying.  



It often feels like they are winning.  

My news feed is not filled with what God is doing, 


but with what our president, 


a virus, 


the weather is doing.  

Since “Some Good News” went off the air, 


not much of it has resembled what God's Kingdom looks like.

So what do we do to change this? 


We remember God's plan in Jesus of Nazareth.  



That he is the one who is installed as King.  




Not our president, 




not our nation, 




not ourselves.  


We serve the King then with fear 



and rejoice with trembling.  


While not the best selling tagline in today's market, 



it is the reality 




that those who truly realize who God is, 





will find this easy to do.  



My fear and trembling is often lacking.  




That is because I have placed myself on the throne 





and think that I am ruling my world.  




God is in the equation, 





but that is just to fulfill what I want to do.  




I can protect myself. 





 Until I can't.

We as the church 


need to move more toward 



Jesus being the Lord of the Church in all our ways.  

We as a nation need to as well.  


But if the church is not there, 



why would we expect 




those who have not had that close experience with God to?  

When we as the church do this, 


the probability that the nations will see the light 



and be drawn to it 


will increase as well.  

As their futility becomes clear, 


they will see their plots are in vain.  

They will then look to Psalm 1 


to see the character they themselves should have 


and the character of their leaders.  

And that character 


will allow them to be lead by the Lord 


instead of plotting against the Lord. 

 It will allow God's word to show them 


that  Jesus is truly the Messiah they desire and need. 

But we need to have Jesus as our Messiah first!
