2 CORINTHIANS


 Second Letter to the CORINTHIANS
1 Paul and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  With Timothy’s assistance, Paul wrote this letter to Jesus’ followers in Corinth and throughout southern Greece.
Encouragement during Hard Times
Dear Friends,
I thank God for caring about us and encouraging us when others give us a hard time for following God’s advice.  Jesus is a great encouragement because he was also willing to suffer for following it.  We’ve suffered so much here in western Turkey that we thought we were going to die.  But we trusted God, who has the ability to bring people back to life.  God spared our lives and will do so again.  Thanks for praying for us and sending us a gift.
We want you to know that we really care about you.  Silvanus, Timothy and I explained that Jesus demonstrated how God’s promises will come true.  We’re writing this letter to let you know how glad we are that you’re following his example.  

I’m planning to come visit you soon on my way to northern Greece and again on my way back to Judea to help you enjoy life as God intended. 2 But I’ve decided not to come while I’m discouraged, because I want us to be able to encourage each other when I’m there.  So I’m writing during these hard times to let you know that I care a lot about you and that you’re a great encouragement to me.

I’m also writing to remind you to follow God’s advice.  I’m aware that you reprimanded the one who has disappointed you, but now you need to let him know that you care about him so he doesn’t become depressed.  The more we care about others as Jesus did, the less we’re self-centered, which Satan personifies.
When I went to the town of Troas in northwestern Turkey, God gave me the opportunity to encourage the people there to follow Jesus’ example.  But I was anxious to find Titus, so I continued on to northern Greece.
I thank God for helping us share our knowledge of Jesus in many places.  We help people decide whether or not they wish to follow God’s advice for a better life, as Jesus did.  Our motive is sincere, unlike some other people’s.  
Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

3 We don’t need a letter of recommendation to let others know that we’ve helped you follow God’s advice as Jesus did, because they’re already aware that God has been using us to help you do more than just read about it.
When God gave Moses advice for a better life on stone tablets long ago, the Israelites weren’t able to look at his face for awhile because it was so bright.  But as God helps people follow that advice, the effect is even more impressive.  In other words, following God’s advice is much more important than receiving it.
We’re sharing God’s character more openly than Moses did when he covered his face to prevent others from seeing God’s bright reflection.  Until recently, people who’ve only read about God’s character haven’t understood it very well.  But since Jesus exemplified it, we understand it better and God is helping us reflect it in our lives.
Enduring Hardship for the sake of Others
4 So we’ve decided to help others follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  Since those who are self-centered will refuse to follow it, they’ll continue to live a miserable life.  
The God who separated light from darkness during the creation of the world has helped us better understand God’s character through Jesus’ exemplary life.  So now we’re following God’s advice and encouraging others to do so, as God’s spokesmen did long ago.  Although some people treat us very badly, we’re willing to risk our lives to help you follow Jesus’ example so you can enjoy a better life.  We’re thankful that God brought Jesus back to life after he died and that God will do the same for us.  
Although the hardship we suffer is ruining our bodies, we’re glad it’s building character, because that’s more important in the long run.  5  God is helping us prepare for death and has assured us that we’ll be with God afterward.  
We’re trying hard to follow God’s advice, because Jesus demonstrated that we’ll enjoy a better life when we care about others.  Since we respect God a lot more than anyone else, we’re encouraging everyone to follow God’s advice.  God knows we’re sincere, and we hope you do, too.  

God motivated Jesus to give his life to demonstrate how much he cared about us and to motivate us to care about others instead of being self-centered.  It doesn’t matter who we are or what social status we have, because God isn’t concerned that we’ve failed to follow Jesus’ example in the past.  The more we follow it from now on, the more God will help us improve our attitude and behavior.  Jesus followed God’s advice completely, but God allowed him to be treated as if he didn’t to encourage us to follow it, no matter how we’re treated.
6 One of God’s spokesmen said long ago that God is ready and willing to help people enjoy a better life.  That’s why we’re encouraging everyone to follow God’s advice, even though we’ve endured a lot of hardship for doing so.  We’ve been beaten, thrown in prison, given hard labor, and deprived of food and sleep.  We were often close to death and we have almost nothing, but we’re glad to be alive so we can help others enjoy a better life.  God is helping us to be kind, patient, honest, and respectful so we don’t offend anyone.
We hope you’ll be as open and honest with us as we are with you.  Don’t spend a lot of time with people who refuse to follow Jesus’ example.  Dedicate your life to honoring God instead of idols.  God promised long ago to help people enjoy life, as good parents do for their children.  7  So you should show your respect for God by improving your attitude and behavior.
We haven’t hurt or taken advantage of anyone, so we hope you’ll give us a warm welcome when we come again.  As I’ve said before, we care about you so much that we’re willing to risk our lives for you.  Even though we’re experiencing hardship, I’m so glad you’re following God’s advice that I’m constantly telling others about it.
Some people gave us a hard time when we went to northern Greece, but God encouraged us when Titus came to visit.  I was thrilled when he explained that you were concerned about me.  
I’m glad my last letter motivated you to improve your attitude and behavior so you can enjoy a better life.  As you know, when people aren’t sincere about their intent to change, they continue living a miserable life.  But you admitted your anger, fear, greed, and vengefulness before you decided to follow God’s advice.
I’m not writing to scold the individual who harmed someone, nor to comfort the victim, but to let you know that we care about all of you.
We were completely honest about everything we told you and Titus.  We’re thrilled that you encouraged him when he was there.  Since you gave him such a warm welcome, he’s even more concerned about you than he was before.
Encouragement to Help Others in Need

8 We want you to know that God has motivated Jesus’ followers in northern Greece to help others in need.  Even though they were poor and experiencing hardship themselves, they were ready and willing to give more than they could afford to help others in need.  Since they followed God’s advice as we suggested, we’ve asked my partner Titus to help you do the same.  You understand God’s advice well and have shown that you care about us, so you should also care about others.
You’re aware that Jesus cared so much about you that he gave up everything to set a good example so you can enjoy a better life.  You indicated last year that you were willing to follow his example, so now you need to help others in need.  That’s how it worked long ago.  Those who were able to gather a lot of food shared with those who could only gather a little.
I thank God that Titus is willing to visit you.  We’re sending along with him someone else highly respected, whom some of Jesus’ followers had chosen to accompany us to make sure their gift reached its destination.  We’re also sending another trustworthy and reliable individual.  Please give them the same warm welcome that you’ve given others.
God Encourages Generosity

9 I told the people here in northern Greece that last year you promised to make a generous gift to them.  They’re very excited about that, but I don’t want anyone to be embarrassed when I come to get it, because some of them may be coming with me.  So I’ve asked Titus and two other individuals to go on ahead and help you get it ready so you won’t feel pressured when I arrive.
As you know, if you only plant a few seeds, you can only expect a small harvest.  On the other hand, if you plant a lot of seeds, you can anticipate a large harvest.  So you should consider giving generously rather than sparingly.  Since God is generous, one of God’s spokesmen pointed out long ago that people who respect God give generously to others in need.  
We show our appreciation for what we have by sharing it with others.  Since God provides the seeds to produce our food, God also provides the desire to share it.  When you give generously to others in need, they’re thankful that God cares about them and that you’re following Jesus’ example. 
Encouragement to Help Others Follow Jesus’ Example
10 I want to encourage you to follow God’s advice and help others follow Jesus’ example.  Don’t judge someone by the way they look on the outside.  If they’re trying to follow Jesus’ example, they have the same goal we do.  Since I’m physically drained and not a very impressive speaker, some people think I’m trying to intimidate you through my letters.  But they should realize that my goal is the same, whether I write a letter or visit you in person.
We shouldn’t compare ourselves to others or take credit for what they’ve accomplished.  We should give God the credit, because God helps us accomplish what really matters.  We should focus on the task God has given us, which is to encourage each other to follow Jesus’ example.  
Concern over Being Misled

11 I hope you’ll continue to be patient with me.  I’m just concerned that someone could come along and mislead you, as Eve was misled long ago.  
Although I’m not an impressive speaker like some of God’s other messengers, I’ve shared God’s advice with you so you can enjoy a better life.  Some people expect payment for their advice, but I’ve shared God’s advice for free.  When I was there with you, some of Jesus’ followers in northern Greece brought me what I needed.  So I wasn’t a burden to you then, and I don’t plan to be in the future.  
I keep encouraging you to follow Jesus’ example because I really care about you.  Some people are pretending to be Jesus’ messengers and are taking credit for what we’re doing.  You’re letting them take advantage of you, which we would never do.  While I’m trying to stop this from happening, I’m not surprised by their self-centeredness, which Satan personifies.  But they’ll suffer the consequences for it.   
Paul Recalls the Hardship He Experienced 

This may seem rather silly, but since a lot of other people are taking credit for their accomplishments, I guess I should take some credit, too.  I’m a descendant of Abraham and Israel, so I’m as Jewish as these other people are.  I’ve followed Jesus’ example more diligently than they have and I’ve worked harder, spent more time in prison, been beaten and closer to death more often.  The Jewish authorities have given me 39 whiplashes on five different occasions.  I was beaten three times by the Romans, stoned once, shipwrecked three times, and marooned at sea for an entire day.  
I’ve been on many journeys and faced a lot of dangerous situations in cities, in the desert and on the sea.  I’ve encountered dangerous rivers, thieves, fellow Jews, non-Jews, and people who pretend to follow Jesus’ example.  I’ve endured hard labor, hunger, thirst, lack of sleep, and exposure to the cold.  When the soldiers under the Roman leader Aretas tried to arrest me in Damascus, I escaped through a window and was lowered in a basket.  Meanwhile, I’ve been deeply concerned about Jesus’ followers everywhere.  God knows this is all true.
12 This may not be very helpful, but I must share it anyway.  God revealed to me that after one of Jesus’ followers died fourteen years ago, he heard a language that he had never heard before.  I prefer to share other people’s experiences rather than my own, unless it has to do with weakness.  I’m honest about mine so others don’t get the wrong impression.

God has given me some physical discomfort to remind me not to brag about the revelations I’ve had.  I’ve asked God three times to take this discomfort away, but God’s response was that I should realize that God cares about me even when I’m in pain.  Since I empathize with others more when I’m physically weak, I’m glad to have some discomfort so I’m more motivated to help others in need, as Jesus did.  That’s why I welcome sickness, poverty, insults, persecution, and other stressful situations.
You should be grateful that I’ve helped you experience some amazing things, as Jesus’ chosen followers did for others.  The only difference between you and Jesus’ followers elsewhere is that I haven’t been a financial burden to you.

Plans for Another Visit

I’m ready to visit you for the third time, but I won’t ask you to help me because I’m more concerned about helping you.  As you know, parents usually help their children more than the other way around.  I’m happy to spend my life helping you, although the more I care about you, the less I care about myself.  Some claim I’m a burden to you, but I even sent Titus and one of Jesus’ other followers to help you honor God as Jesus did.  
I’m concerned that we won’t meet each other’s expectations when I arrive.  I hope there won’t be any jealousy, disagreements, anger, insults, or gossip.  God will help me express my disappointment over those who still refuse to follow God’s advice.
13 At least two people can verify that when I visited you the last time, I promised to visit you again.  If you want evidence that I encouraged you to follow God’s advice as Jesus did, just look at the impact he’s had on you.  If we’re executed on a cross as he was, God will enable him to live on through you as he does through us.
Final Comments 

We’re asking God to help you follow Jesus’ example so you can enjoy a better life.  I’m writing to encourage you to follow it now so I won’t have to when I arrive.
Remember that God cares about you and wants to help you enjoy a better life, so encourage each other to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.
Everyone here sends their greetings.







Sincerely,






Paul
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