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 PONDERINGS  
FROM PASTOR CATHIE 

 

As we started to focus on 
Luke, we realized that he 
writes in different literary 

styles. The initial four vers-
es of the book are written in 

single Greek format. The language is 
formal and refined. It changes later. 
In a way, Luke tells the same basic 
story. In Luke’s remembrance of Je-
sus, we find the emphasis on God’s 
compassion as Jesus reaches out to 
live and work among the marginal 
members of society.   

During October, we will find ourselves 
primarily in Luke’s scriptures 17:1-10, 
17:11-19, 18:1-8, 18: 9-14, and 19:1
-10. I encourage you to spend time 
with Luke paying attention to scrip-
tures we do and do not cover in chap-
ters 17, 18, and 19. 
 

What  is  on  the agenda for October?  
       (Continued on page 2) 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
 

Help us make this Bazaar  
a huge success!!! 

 

Our Annual Bazaar and Bake Sale will be 
October 8 in the downstairs fellowship 
hall. We will also be serving a $5 meal 
deal of sloppy joes, chips, bar, & drink.  
We are tying this with a Vendor Show of 
22 local vendors at our church the same 
day to help drive traffic to our Bazaar. 
 

You can help by: 
• Making crafts for the Bazaar 
• Making baked goods for the Bazaar 

bake sale 
• Making baked goods to sell with our 

$5 meal 
 

The Bazaar crafts, baked goods, and $5 
meal are where we make our money for 
church projects, so please get crafting 
and baking like crazy!  We expect a big 
turnout! 
 

EXTENDED  
BY POPULAR DEMAND 

 

We have made 60 T-
shirts!  Members wore their 
t-shirts for the first time 
during the West Fest Brat Stand, repre-
senting CPC to the community. 
 

If you have not ordered yet, you have 
until the October 8 Vendor Show & Ba-
zaar to order! 
 

That's one more reason to attend the 
Vendor Show & Bazaar.   



(Continued from page 1) 
On the first Sunday of October, we have 
a full day. It is World Communion Sun-
day. We will have a variety of breads for 
communion along with an invitation to 
the Lord’s Table. Rev. Donna Monteith 
will commission Carrie Leopold 
and Pastor Cathie as repre-
sentatives to Chogoria Presby-
tery.  
 

Carrie and I along with others 
from our presbytery will begin 
our journey to Chogoria on 
October 3rd. We will not actu-
ally arrive in Chogoria until 
Wednesday the 5th. We will 
return late on Monday, Octo-
ber 17th. We would all appre-
ciate your prayers. Thank you. 
 

At 2:30 p.m. on October 2nd, 
we will gather on the grass 
outside the church and join 
together in blessings for our 
pets. You can bring a dog or cat, or oth-
er pets or a photo of your pets with you. 
We do ask that you have your pet on a 
leash or in a crate. We will have treats 
for the pets and for the humans. Come 
and join us, friends, neighbors, and 
church members.   

By the time you read this Pondering, it 
will already officially be Autumn. When 
does it start? According to the Northern 
Equinox, it began Thursday, September 
22 (the day I am writing this), and ends 
on Wednesday, December 21, 2022.  
Fall reminds me that while we may have 
more warm days coming, we are moving 
toward winter. Truly, I enjoy the variety 
of seasons we have here in North Dako-
ta.  
  

This is just the start for each day at 
Community Presbyterian Church! While 
Carrie and I are in Chogoria, YOU ALL 
will continue your life at the church. 
Dave Ruhnke will be our Guest Preacher 
on October 9th, and our Guest Preacher 
on October 16th will be Adam Montgom-
ery. There are five Sundays in October, 
so when we come back, we will be ready 
to see you again and for church on the 

23rd and on the 30th. 
 

Please pay attention to who has signed 
up and where the gaps may be for the 
various volunteer opportunities as our 
volunteers are vital! Sometimes it feels 

like we are always asking for 
help. In truth, it does require 
many people to help our 
church to be vital. This is 
God’s house, not just ours. It 
does take all of us to continue 
having a Presbyterian Church 
in this place. 
 

One other item for you while I 
am gone: I have arranged 
others to be available, should 
you need an “on-call” Pastor. 
There are three people who 
will work together, as need-
ed:      

         Pastor Paul Campbell 
 712-490-0961 
   Rev. Donna Monteith 

         701-866-3882 
   Gayle Thostenson, Deacons 
         701-412-6387   
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Cathie    

A BLESSING  
OF THE ANIMALS 

 

On October 2nd at 
2:30 p.m., CPC will be 
holding a service of the blessing of the 
animals. The blessing of animals is a 
way for our congregation to show wit-
ness to the love, care, and concern for 
all of God's creations.  
 

Whether you consider them your "fur 
babies" or they are livestock that aid in 
your livelihood, all animals are a gift and 
blessing from God. Join us to praise God 
for all that he has created for us. The 
blessing will be held outdoors to ensure 
the comfort of all pets/animals who at-
tend.  
 

Treats will be provided for both humans 
and pets/animals. Please make sure that 
all animals are leashed to ensure their 
own and everyone else's safety. If you 
have questions, please contact the 
church office. 

Page 2 



SEPTEMBER 
CLERK’S CORNER 

 

The regular meeting of Session 
was held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the narthex.  Elders present were 
Laurie Elhard, Kevin Galt, Yvonne Hum-
mel, Bob Kozojed, Adam Montgomery, 
Cheryl Montgomery, and Gayle Thosten-
son.  Melissa Engebretson was present 
via phone.  Moderator - Cathie Bishop, 
Clerk of Session - Becky DeJong, and 
Treasurer - Carolyn Meester were pre-
sent.  Carrie Leopold was absent. 
 

The meeting was opened with devotions 
and prayer by Gayle Thostenson.  
 

Consent Agenda: 
 

a. approval of the minutes of August 
17, 2022 

b. next Session meeting – Wednesday, 
October 19, 2022 

c. Horemow would like to use the sanc-
tuary on Saturday, September 24, 
from 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 

d. Moderator’s report –   
 

• August 24 - Provided worship service 
for residents at St. Catherine’s on 
north Broadway. 

• August 25 - Picked up two boxes of 
candles from Melberg’s Christian 
Book & Gift. 

• August 29 – Participated in the Blood 
Drive at CPCWF. 

• September 1 – Participated with the 
Worship Committee. 

• September 6 – Practiced with Bells 
• Sept. 11 – Helped clean up after Ral-

ly Day picnic. 
• September 12 - Moderated Session 

for Mendenhall, East Grand Forks via 
Zoom. 

• September 13 – Provided worship 
service for residents at Touchmark at 
Harwood in south Fargo. 

• September 17 – Brought 2 large 
coolers for West Fest and helped with 
serving and clean-up. 

• September 19 – Practiced with Bells. 
• September 21 – Moderated Session 

for CPC. 

• Worship preparation and CPC worship 
services: August 21, August 28, Sep-
tember 4 with communion, Septem-
ber 11, and September 18. 

 

e. Clerk’s report -  
 

 35 served communion on Sunday, 
September 4, 2022.   

 

The elders to help serve communion on 
October 2, 2022 will be Laurie Elhard, 
Kevin Galt, Yvonne Hummel, and Gayle 
Thostenson.  
 

The financial report was read, discussed, 
and received.   
 

The Sunday worship start time at Com-
munity Presbyterian Church will be at 
10:00 a.m. every Sunday morning.  
During the summer months, fellowship 
will be held before the service.  During 
the fall, winter, and spring months, fel-
lowship will be held after the worship 
service. 
 

Communion Preparation was discussed.  
Six groups of two people are needed to 
help with communion prep throughout 
the year.  Session was instructed on the 
proper protocol to prepare the sacra-
ments. 
 

Committee reports: 
 
 

Christian Education: Rally Sunday was 
held on September 11th with Sunday 
School starting at 9:00 a.m. A picnic/
potluck was held after worship. Sunday 
school activities included music, crafts, 
and Bible study. Help will be needed for 
our annual children’s Xmas program, so 
please consider helping out this year. 
 

CPC’s mobile media center was used 
twice by Christian Education in the last 
couple months.  It was used mainly as a 
means of showing the view of a personal 
laptop to a small group, once for view-
ing a movie and once for viewing 
YouTube music videos.  Both times the 
center was found to be movable (a 2-
person job), easy to use, and very func-
tional.   An extension cord and HDMI 
cord have been hung in the back of the 
center for users’ convenience when us-
ing a laptop with a HDMI port.  Kudos to 
       (Continued on page 4)  
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(Continued from page 3) 
the Session for purchasing this center 
and Lee Dobrinz for the idea.  It is a 
very useful tool. 
- Kevin Galt 
 

Deacons: In September, one commun-
ion visit occurred.  Garden flowers con-
tinue to be shared, and visits continue 
to be made. Two prayer quilts will be 
distributed.  If you haven’t already, 
please watch for these in the narthex, 
tie a bow, and say a prayer for our loved 
ones. 
- Gayle Thostenson 
 

Nominating: The Nominating Committee 
is in the process of speaking to those 
members on committees that could re-
new for another term.  We have also 
pinpointed spots we need to fill. An Oc-
tober newsletter article has been written 
keying in on the Trustee Committee.  It 
thanks Larry Peihl and Dwight Steffen 
for their two consecutive terms.  It also 
explains the duties of the Trustee Com-
mittee and asks members to consider 
serving on this committee when the 
Nominating Committee calls on them. 
- Cheryl Montgomery 
 

Personnel: Pastor Cathie has the privi-
lege of traveling with a contingency to 
attend the Chogoria Presbytery's (Kenya) 
Centennial in October. She will depart 
on October 3 and return on October 17. 
The Deacons will be on call for spiritual 
care during this time. Thank you, Dea-
cons, for your assistance. Worship will 
continue with guest preachers Dave 
Ruhnke (October 9) and Adam Mont-
gomery (October 16). Safe travels, Pas-
tor Cathie!  
- Adam Montgomery 
 

Service & Fellowship: The Service and 
Fellowship Committee has had a busy 
month. We have made about 60 shirts 
so far, so thank you to everyone who 
has purchased one to support and pro-
mote our church! We were able to hold 
a Craft N' Creation event of making bird 
feeders with Melissa Eiter. It was great 
to see approximately 10 people there 

joining in fellowship. If there are any 
additional items for future events, 
please let Melissa Engebretson or Laurie 
Elhard know. Our first Vendor Show with 
the Fall Bazaar is coming along well, and 
we are working on advertising for this 
event and looking for volunteers to help. 
If you can donate anything or volunteer 
your time, please see the sign-up sheets 
in the narthex or talk to someone on the 
Service and Fellowship Committee.  
- Melissa Engebretson 
 

Trustees: The new custodial cleaning 
company, “At Your Service”, started 
cleaning for our church on September 
2nd. Trustees started replacing outdoor 
perimeter lights and resetting the auto-
matic timer for fall and winter hours. 
There is a small hole in the west parking 
lot that will be repaired before the win-
ter season hits.  
- Bob Kozojed 
 

Worship: The Worship Committee 
worked on creating a step-by-step guide 
for Communion Prep. All committee 
members present were trained in the 
process. The committee discussed going 
back to passing communion and the way 
the elements are presented. It was de-
cided to keep it as is for now and to re-
visit in a few months. Also, for Sunday 
service the committee agreed to start 
using paper bulletins again and moving 
away from using PowerPoint. Instead, 
the PowerPoint would be used more as a 
visual aid to enhance worship. The Pres-
byterian Outlook will be the Advent De-
votional for 2022. The committee is 
working on what format is the best way 
of getting it out to the congregation. Up-
coming special services: October 2, 
World Communion Sunday (10:00 a.m. 
service) and Blessing of the Animals 
(outdoor 2:30 p.m. service). 
- Laurie Elhard 
 

No reports: Mission, Stewardship 
 

Meeting closed with prayer by Moderator 
Cathie Bishop at 8:04 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Becky DeJong 
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PRESBYTERIAN  
SQUARES 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Spiritual Gifts - do you really 
even have one?  You sure 

do!  God has blessed every one of us 
with spiritual gifts or talents that serve 
Him.  Our Bible study this year will dis-
cuss more about our talents and how to 
not let someone else shoot us 
down.  We need to build up one another 
in what we can do!  
 

Please join us on Wednesdays, Septem-
ber 28, and November 2, to learn more 
about spiritual gifts.  We will begin at 
5:30 p.m. with a light meal at the 
church. Please bring your own water or 
pop and a dish to share. 
  

Can't make it?  Vicki Peihl can email the 
study out to you.  Just let her know via 
vrpeihl@gmail.com.  It will be great to 
see everyone in person once again!  

 

LADIES  
CIRCLE  

 

Ladies, join us for Tuesday Af-
ternoon Ladies Circle in the  
narthex.  If you like, bring a 
sack lunch and have fellowship at 12:30 
p.m. Otherwise, come ready to begin Bi-
ble study at 1:00 p.m. Coffee and treats 
will be shared later. 
 

The study this year is Celebrating Sab-
bath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and 
Delight by Carol M. Bechtel. Sabbath re-
minds us to honor God who honors us 
by giving us a day each week to reset 
our pace, our priorities, and our lives.  
In this study, Carol M. Bechtel leads us 
through a study of Sabbath over nine 
lessons. Participants will consider Sab-
bath anew and will come away renewed. 

 

OCTOBER  
SCRIPTURES  

FOR WORSHIP 
 

Oct. 2 Luke 17:1-10 
Oct. 9 Luke 17:11-19 
Oct. 16 Luke 18:1-8 

                Oct. 23       Luke 18:9-14
         Oct. 30       Luke 19:1-10 

OCTOBER 
DATES  

TO  
REMEMBER 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

10-2   Delores Horn 
10-8   Denny Braaten 
10-9    Brenda Witt 
10-13  Carol Braaten 
10-16  Rae Irene Kercher 
10-17  Jenni Hummel 
10-29  Larry Peihl 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

10-7-17 John and Melissa Engebretson 
10-8-94 Paul Campbell  
  and Cathie Bishop 
10-13-73  Lynn and Yvonne Hummel 
10-13-13  Jim Gallagher  
  and Blair Moorhead 
10-21-16  Tucker and Amy Bucholz 

 

CANTATA  
PRACTICE  
TO BEGIN 

 

Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy comes with 
the morning.  

 

Psalm 30:5b 
 

The message of Christmas is one of 
deep and abiding joy! This is the mes-
sage of this year’s cantata in  Lloyd Lar-
son’s Joy to All the World! A Christmas 
Celebration. It is a message filled with 
the assurance that no matter how diffi-
cult the journey may seem; no matter 
how hopeless the situation may feel; no 
matter how long and dark the night may 
be, joy will eventually come.  
 

All vocal ranges are needed.  Music cds 
will be provided for individual practice.   
Practices will occur most Wednesdays at 
7:00 p.m., third Wednesdays (Session 
meeting nights) at 5:45 p.m. Perfor-
mance date is planned for Sunday, De-
cember 11 during worship. 
 

For more details, see the CPC calendar 
or music director Kevin Galt. 
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MISSION  
FOCUS 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated items for PATH in 
September. These young 
people who have been in foster care 
lack a support system for furnishing 
their first apartments. Thank you for be-
ing that support system, and showing 
them that someone cares. 
 

In October, we will be raising funds for 
the food program at Mpangua school in 
Kenya. Mpangua is located in a mission 
area of Chogoria. Because it is so poor, 
and separated by a river from the larger 
community, they did not have a school 
within walking distance for the children. 
One young woman, who managed to 
graduate from high school, started 
teaching her young neighbors under a 
tree. Northern Plains Presbytery worked 
with Chogoria Presbytery to build an el-
ementary school for the children. 
(Remember the cardboard “bricks?”) 
The children still walk a long distance to 
school every day, and count on the noon 
meal served at the school. It is a very 
poor area, and the recent drought has 
increased the lack of food in their 
homes. Last year, the school ran out of 
food long before the school year was 
over.  
 

We hope to provide funds to supplement 
the amount of food the school has for 
this school year. Kenya does not have 
an equivalent to the USDA that provides 
hot lunch for the students. The school 
receives some funding to buy rice, corn, 
and oil, which is prepared by volunteer 
parents and others to feed the children. 
In good times, the parents supplement 
the groceries with donations from their 
resources, but because of the drought, 
this cannot happen this year. 
 

On October 2nd, during worship, we will 
be commissioning Pastor Cathie and 
Carrie Leopold to travel to Kenya with 
others from our presbytery to help 
Chogoria Presbyteries celebrate their 

centennial. During  their time there, 
Carrie hopes to upload videos for our 
Minutes for Mission, showing us the  
Mpangua school program. 

 

IS GOD 
 CALLING YOU? 

 

The Nominating Committee 
would like to extend a sincere 
thank you to Trustees Larry 
Peihl and Dwight Stef-
fen.  Larry and Dwight have 
served two consecutive three-year 
terms as Trustees.  The Nominating 
Committee will be looking for two mem-
bers to fill those seats. 
 

The Trustees are responsible for the 
maintenance of the church's physical 
property.  This includes overseeing the 
janitors.  In addition, it entails working 
with the fire marshal and seeing to it 
that safety reports on the fire alarm sys-
tem, sprinkler system, and elevator are 
completed and acted upon when neces-
sary.  The maintenance of the church 
also requires the trustees to: contract 
with a snow removal company, an ele-
vator inspection/repair service, and a 
pest elimination company.  Finally, the 
trustees maintain the grounds of the 
property by mowing and spraying the 
lawn, including spraying of the sidewalks 
and parking lots to control weeds.   
 

It's a group Trustee effort to maintain 
the church's physical property.  Please 
consider filling one of these spots when 
the Nominating Committee calls you. 
 

WEST FEST 
THANK YOU! 

 

Many thanks go to all those 
who donated their time, 
money, food, and goodies 

towards our West Fest Food Stand.  We 
raised our $1,161 for next year’s Youth 
Kenya Mission Trip!  More importantly, 
we shared fellowship with one another 
as well as God’s love and CPC hospitality 
with more than a couple hundred of our 
neighbors.   
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YEAR-TO-DATE  
GIVING UPDATE  

8-31-2022 
 

General Operating Budget 
2022: $144,805.00  
Monthly needed to meet budget:   
$ 12,067.00 
 

Total Giving August       $ 10,473.00 
Total Expenses August             $ 12,067.00 
 

2022 Per Capita is $48.00 for each con-
firmed member. Please mark on your 
check or envelope that you are contrib-
uting to Per Capita. Total 2022 assess-
ment is $6,912.00. To date, $2,016.00 
has been designated for Per Capita. 
 

 

God wants us; He wants the givers, not 
just the gifts from the givers. He doesn’t 
need our gifts, but we have a need to 
give.  God wants us to honor Him 
through our faithful and generous giv-
ing.  When we make giving a priority 
week after week, He is honored. 

 
INVITATION TO  
PRESBYTERIAN  

WOMEN  
OF THE PRESBYTERY OF 
THE NORTHERN PLAINS 

 

You are invited to attend the 
Dakota Presbytery meeting at the 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church in Tokio, 
ND from noon to 5:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 8. The PWP Expanded Co-
ordinating Team voted to accept and ex-
tend this invitation to all Presbyterian 
Women of Northern Plains Presbytery 
and not plan a PWP fall gathering this 
year. 
 

Stay as long or as short as you 
wish.  Lunch will be served, worship cel-
ebrated, and fellowship enjoyed. 
 

RSVP your attendance to Rosalie Hel-
land, Youth and Outreach Coordinator at 
Bdecan, by email to rosalie-
helland@gmail.com or by phone at 701-
294-2283 by October 1st.   
 

Children’s winter wear will be collected 
for the November winter wear giveaway.   

INVOLVEMENT  
OPPORTUNITIES 

Did you know there is 
an elite group within 
the church that does 
communion prep the 

first Sunday of the month? Currently it  
is looking for more individuals who 
would like to be trained on how to do 
this important task. If you are interested 
in becoming part of this group, please 
talk with Laurie Elhard, Worship Com-
mittee Liaison.  
 

In addition, CPC is always looking for 
more individuals to sign up and take on 
different roles to make our worship ser-
vice a success. Each Sunday we need 
people to cover the following areas: lit-
urgist, special music, usher, Power-
Point operator, and sound board opera-
tor. Each of these positions have differ-
ent skills that are required. Which one 
can you could fulfill? If interested in any 
of these opportunities, please reach out 
to either Pastor Cathie or Laurie Elhard. 

 

DEACONS 
 

If anyone in the congrega-
tion is hospitalized or needs 
a visit, please contact the 
Deacons.   If anyone in the 
congregation would like 
home communion, please 
contact Gayle Thostenson. 
 

Lise Alves                  [C] 701-412-8689 
Linda Bishop       [H] 701-282-8515 
         [C] 701-200-1818 
Jenni Hummel       [C] 701-371-7640 
Dawn Larson       [C] 701-261-9609  
Boots Misheski           [C] 701-388-7160 
Dixon Moorhead       [H] 701-277-1414
         [C] 701-200-9709  
Gayle Thostenson , Session Liaison     
         [H] 701-492-0630
         [C] 701-412-6387 

 
 
 
 

November’s  
Community Call  

deadline is  
Thursday, October 20 

mailto:rosaliehelland@gmail.com
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Pre-authorized debits customer authorization form 
 
I authorize Community Presbyterian Church and the financial institution listed below to initiate electronic  
debit entries, (and if necessary, credit entries and adjustments for any debit entries in error) to my: 
  
  [   ] checking account  [   ] savings account  for $___________ 

 
   (This authority will remain in effect until I have cancelled it in writing.) 
          (Changes can be easily made) 

   *Please select from the following options to make contributions: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please print the following:     
 

Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Financial Institution: _____________________________ Branch: __________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________ Date: __________________________  
 

Bank Routing Number (9 digits):     Please return to: 
         Office 
_________________________________   Community Presbyterian Church 
         702 Sheyenne St. 
Account Number:       West Fargo, ND 58078 
         (A confirmation will be sent to you) 

_________________________________ 
 

 
 

     Forms accepted at any time 
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TWICE A MONTH 
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Community Presbyterian Church 
702 Sheyenne St 
West Fargo, ND  58078 

 
 
 

701.282.4135    www.cpcwf.org 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

            

 
                

 

Community Presbyterian Church Committees 

 
 

9 a.m. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Worship Service

of West Fargo 
 

Clerk of Session: Becky DeJong 
Moderator:  Rev. Catherine B. Bishop 

 
 

     Laurie Elhard  
Melissa Engebretson 

 

 

Building & Grounds Trustees 
Bob Kozojed, Liaison  
Lee Dobrinz    Brent Montgomery  
Brian Elhard    Larry Peihl       
Lynn Hummel   Dwight Steffen   

Christian Education 
Kevin Galt, Liaison   
Emma Broe 
Melanie Hansen  Gayle Thostenson        

Deacons 
Gayle Thostenson, Liaison    
Lise Alves    Dawn Larson  
Linda Bishop    Boots Misheski  
Jenni Hummel    Dixon Moorhead        

Mission  & Outreach 
Carrie Leopold, Liaison 
Lee Dobrinz   Mary Jo Moorhead 
Kevin Galt   Dave Ruhnke            
Boots Misheski   Bonnie Thompson        
Rev. Donna Monteith  

Nominating 
Cheryl Montgomery, Liaison 
Laurie Elhard   Dave Ruhnke 
Terry Meester     Jack Smith 
 
  
 

Personnel 
Adam Montgomery, Liaison 
Lia Dobrinz    Brent Montgomery 
Carolyn Meester       

Presbytery Delegates 
Lise Alves        Andrew Thostenson 
Dixon Moorhead  
Lee Dobrinz--Alternate  
              Service & Fellowship  
Melissa Engebretson, Liaison   
Linda Bishop   Cheryl Montgomery   
C. Meester      Vicki Peihl                          

Stewardship  
Yvonne Hummel, Liaison 
Kevin Galt        Andrew Thostenson 
Carolyn Meester        

    Worship  
 Laurie Elhard, Liaison    
 Emma Broe  Dawn Larson     
 Patty Smith  Mary Jo Moorhead  
     Communion Prep Team: 
       Mitzi Hager        Dixie Smith 
       V. Whitcomb 
           


