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/ From the Director \

Words from Maria

September was a full month of learning. The “Childhood is not a race to

children progressed through their normalization see how quickly a child
can read, write, and count.
Childhood is a small

window of time to learn

period and are doing well. The returning students

Our garden survived the hot summer; and some and develop at the pace

new fall plants were added. which is right for each

Rounding out the month was our 2nd Annual child.”

StoryWalk™ in the park. The book we chose this
year was Because Of An Acorn, by Lola M.
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are enjoying mentoring the new students. !
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Dr. Maria Montessori
/

Schaefer. The kids had a great time reading and
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exploring with their families.

Important Dates

October 6:

Sondrov Pellissier

Visit from the Fire Dept.

Divector
October 9-11:
Fall Break
October 26:

Field Trip to Aplin Farms
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Web site information

http://amshqg.org/
Montessori-
Education/
Introduction-to-
Montessori/

Living Montessori:
The Parent Perspec-
tive from American
Montessori Society
on Vimeo

Introduction to Montessori Method

Montessori, is a child-centered educational approach based on scientific ob-
servations of children from birth to adulthood. Dr. Montessori’'s Method has
been time tested, with over 100 years of success in diverse cultures through-
out the world.

It is a view of the child as one who is naturally eager for knowledge and capa-
ble of initiating learning in a supportive, thoughtfully prepared learning envi-
ronment. It is an approach that values the human spirit and the development
of the whole child—physical, social, emotional, cognitive.

Hallmarks of Montessori

Components necessary for a program to be considered authentically Mon-
tessori include multiage groupings that foster peer learning, uninterrupted
blocks of work time, and guided choice of work activity. In addition, a full
complement of specially designed Montessori learning materials are meticu-
lously arranged and available for use in an aesthetically pleasing environ-
ment.

The teacher, child, and environment create a learning triangle. The class-
room is prepared by the teacher to encourage independence, freedom with-
in limits, and a sense of order. The child, through individual choice, makes
use of what the environment offers to develop himself, interacting with the
teacher when support and/or guidance is needed.

Multiage groupings are a hallmark of the Montessori Method: younger chil-
dren learn from older children; older children reinforce their learning by
teaching concepts they have already mastered. This arrangement also mir-
rors the real world, where individuals work and socialize with people of all
ages and dispositions.

Dr. Montessori observed that children experience sensitive periods, or win-
dows of opportunity, as they grow. As their students develop, Montessori
teachers match appropriate lessons and materials to these sensitive periods
when learning is most naturally absorbed and internalized.

In early childhood, Montessori students learn through sensory-motor activi-
ties, working with materials that develop their cognitive powers through di-
rect experience: seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, touching, and movement.

In the elementary years, the child continues to organize his thinking through
work with the Montessori learning materials and an interdisciplinary curricu-
lum as he passes from the concrete to the abstract. He begins the applica-
tion of his knowledge to real-world experiences.

This organization of information—facts and figures—prepares the child for
the world of adolescence, when thought and emotion evolve into under-
standing more abstract, universal concepts such as equity, freedom, and jus-
tice.



