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JANUARY 9, 16, AND 23
11:45AM – 1PM
COMMUNITY LIFE CENTER
Once again, we have three very important events to
engage the shared university, church, and greater community
around the issues of Interfaith awareness and growth in knowledge about other religions in our midst and
how we together can work on important issues of the day. Each of these Wednesdays in January we gather
for Lunch and a program with the Truitt Center from Elon University. We have in attendance church
members, those from the community we invite, and staff and students from Elon who learn together in
community! This year we have some new experiences we have not done before:
January 9:
January 16:
January 23:

The Bahai’ faith
Not Religion – Secular Humanism and what it all means
Panel discussing Faith, Race, Civil Rights from an interfaith perspective

Each Wednesday will be a lunch provided by Ted Wheeler’s Catering for $8 followed by the
respective programs. Sign-up now so we can get a good count. Please pass the word and invite those who
you believe would be interested in this very important yearly event!

ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK

THIS IS THE OFFICIAL CALL FOR OUR CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 27
We will have a potluck just after church on Sunday, January 27 and hold our
2018 Year in Review as well as setting our 2019 Budget. In addition, this year we will
have a chance to become a Creation Justice Church. We will get a chance to vote on a
statement developed by the Green Church Committee as well. It will be an important day
for the church! So, be sure to sign up to tell us what you can bring for the potluck and
plan to be a part of the day.

ITS TIME TO HOST THE ELON WOMEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM FOR DINNER!
Each year between the semesters at Elon University, the Women’s Softball team must be here to
get ready for their season which opens on February 8. Each year we get persons or groups to host a
dinner for the nights they require. Sometime during the last week of January, we will hosting around 3-5
dinners as they ask. We have an ongoing relationship with this team and their
coach, Kathy Bocock. If you are interested in helping and providing dinner (or
part of dinner with a group) for one of these nights, let the office know. The
Dates will be set in January once “J” Term begins. This is a great opportunity
to show hospitality and continue our partnership!
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Dear Chris... (“Chris” is short for Christian)
Epiphany and the New Way

Another January and an
approaching end to another decade
gives us pause to think about what awaits our lives as well as the
changes the world will face. As I spoke about on Christmas Eve, fifty
years ago was a time of upheaval and change, yet at Christmas there
was a new look at the world when we first saw our planet from outer
space. That new perspective helped shape our way through turbulent
times.
I have learned that one thing is certain, change is
happening every day, month, and year! As we look to January of
2019, it is clear that we are facing new and unexpected changes.
Does that mean that we will do everything in a new way? Hardly.
Instead, we will continue to be a people based in rhythms and rituals.
We will still follow regular and known practices as we have always
done until change itself will force us to shift that practice. We often
advocate for change hoping that we will actually change habits
without being forced into it. But, that is usually a small number of us
and we lament the fact that others will wait till it is Too Late. Either
way, we find that the New Year will push us toward something new
and different.
My best example is this last year 2018. The late Summer
and all of Fall was impacted by 2 Hurricanes, a major snow storm,
and quite a bit of rain that made this either the second or most wet
year for North Carolina on record. Our rhythms got changed up in
cancelling church worship as well many events and forcing us at the
church to do many things differently or holding make-up events. I am

excited that we have decided to do Lessons and Carols on January 6,
which is Epiphany Sunday, the actual time Christ’s birth was
celebrated before the beginning of the Christmas Holiday after 400
CE. It may feel odd for some folks because it happens after Christmas
Day, but this is a small change that we must consider when North
Carolina receives 12-16 inches of snow in early December!
Epiphany actually means an “awakening” or realization.
We realize that Jesus is the Christ, Son of God, and Savior of the
world! Maybe that is the key to the new ways we will find ourselves
moving toward in 2019. Realization will come to us sooner or later
and a new way of being calls us to be open for the needed changes.
Epiphany season will be extra-long this year as Lent does not begin
till March, so it will be a time for us to awaken or to find new
realizations of what we will face in the year to come. Like the
changes that are now coming from climate change, we will need the
spiritual insight of Epiphany to faithfully honor our faith in a
changing environment.
Many of us can easily get set in our ways, but the promise
of the new must draw out new behavior from each of us. We really
don’t know what that will be yet exactly. Not all the newness will be
bad, in fact, some may be spectacular! The greatest call we have
from the future is to be attentive and faithful.
Finally, I just want to share how thankful I am for such a
successful 2018 and your generous gifts to me and my family at
Christmas. Your faithfulness and kindness show in so many ways! Let’s
go!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
ISAIAH AND HOPE IN THE MIDST OF PAIN
Isaiah is a major prophet that shared a voice
during one of the darkest periods of the history of Israel.
Join us as see the hope shared in the midst of this demise
and what we can learn from for our own lives and the
times we live in now. The later chapters are our focus for
the next two months. Join us for this provocative and
informative study. Getting into the Bible is a key practice of
faith, so, we hope to see you!

Volume 23, Issue 1

BE THE CHURCH

Honduras Donation Update
On November 11, the
Seeker’s Sunday School Class was
examining three of the Bible’s
great themes; Bondage, Exile and
Sin and Redemption. Mario Canales
came as a guest and shared his
story of migration from Honduras
and the story of today’s
refugees. He spoke of the abject
poverty of his village, the iron
grip of the cartels and lack of opportunity. He also shared the
important part faith plays in the
lives of his countrymen. He
shared that children often run
around naked for lack of clothes
and shoes.
It was decided to begin
collecting clothes and shoes to
ship to his village with his help
and the help of his sister. Two
weeks ago the first box was
shipped. It was 2 feet X 2feet X
3 feet high and was packed solid, weighing over 200 pounds.
When it arrived in Honduras,
Mario’s sister took these
pictures and sent them to us.
Donations of clothes
and shoes of all sizes
(especially children’s) suitable
for warm weather are still
being accepted as well as
small illustrated children’s
books and other items you
feel would be helpful.
- Bob Martin
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KICK Group
Jan. 6

What does it Mean to be Happy? Play the
“Happy Game” and talk about what we learned

Jan. 13

Make a Kindness Box that take home to share
kindness to our family
Jan. 27

Making someone happy—Make
Valentine cards for our
homebound members

COOL (5th-7th Grade)
EDGE (8th-12th Grade)
Jan. 6

Dinner at Blue Ribbon
5:45 pm.

(note time change)

Jan. 18-21

Winter Youth Retreat—
Meet at church at 4:30.
Bring money for dinner
and for lunch on Sunday plus snacks and
drinks.

Save the Date

Youth Valentine Dinner Fundraiser
February 10 Following Worship

Plastic GROCERY Bag Donations Needed
Jessica Frank, who is in one of the Girl Scout troops at the church, is working toward her Gold Award. Her plan
is to make blankets for the homeless community in our area out of plastic bags. Jessica needs the church's help in
collecting bags as it takes between 500-700 bags to create one blanket. There will be a box stationed outside of Monica's
office to leave your bags. These are bags like from the grocery store, Walmart, etc. Please help Jessica out with the
wonderful project to help others in our community while re-purposing those bags!
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Soaring High Book Club in January
Our next book is “part memoir, part science, part inspiration, and part practical instruction.” Throughout the
story, we see how a boy of 12 “ took to heart” lessons that helped him outgrow his family's poverty and become a wealthy
entrepreneur and neurosurgeon. The final and most important lesson, however, escaped him until many years later when he
had been brought back to poverty. The book, Into the Magic Shop: A Neurosurgeon's Quest to Discover the Mysteries of the
Brain and the Secrets of the Heart, by Dr. James R. Doty, is a treasure hunt for meaning. It is a perfect January selection,
which will set the tone for a successful and happy new year! Meet with us to discuss it on January 28th at 7 PM in the
church library.

Women’s Fellowship Circle Meetings in January
The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, January 7, 2018. Everyone is invited to attend either circle. If you
have questions, call Jean Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at 336-449-5933. The Morning Circle will meet in the CLC
classroom at 10:30 am. Katherine Floyd and Gayle Pollard are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at 7 pm in the
Church Library.

Special Words of Thanks for the People of Elon Community Church
I would like to take this opportunity for the kindness you have shown me at Christmas with gifts,
greetings, and support. I am proud to be a part of this church and happy to be one of your pastors. Thanks
again for your kindness. I wish each and everyone of you a very Merry Christmas!
- Sharon Wheeler
Thank you for your generosity this past Christmas season. It is a pleasure to serve you year after year and your constant appreciation
is felt. I look forward to the coming year together!
- Monica Nicholson

Secondhand Santa Recap and Thanks
We raised over $1,400 for Christmas Cheer. There were 34 vendors, 2/3 of them new this year. Every one of them says they want
to return next year, so I guess they had a good day. The Christmas decor donations were amazing! Thanks to everyone who donated.
Remember we take donations all year long, so think about us when you are packing up this year's holiday. Thanks to all the volunteers who
priced items, set up for the sale, spent the day helping customers, cooking hot dogs,
cleaning up, taking money, keeping the music going, and the hundred of other little
things needed to make this thing happen. Thanks to Monica and Lori for fielding
phone calls, sending out vendor applications, and handling the pre-sale money.
Thanks to Delinda for helping set up tables. A special thanks to Linda Brown, who
kept everybody on task, especially me, and made everything run like a well oiled
machine.
- Sheri James
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Have you Noticed?
The walls in the Community Life Center were recently painted and they
look spectacular. To keep the room looking fresh, please remember
that tape, command strips, or any type of adhesive is not allowed on
the painted sheetrock walls. Also, gum and glitter are not permitted in
the CLC. Thank you for your cooperation!

Free LIFT
Exercise
Classes
A low impact
exercise class is being
held on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from
8 am—9 am in the Community Life Center,
free of charge. There are stations you move to
and do different exercises. This is a women’s
only class. You need to bring one set of
weights (between 3-8 lbs) and a mat. For
more information see Sharon Wheeler.
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Have you ever thought about including
Elon Community Church UCC in your Last
Will and Testament? Gifts left by church
members after they pass make a
remarkable impact. If you are considering
and have questions, please see Rev. Randy
or our treasurer, Bill Blanchard.

POUND Fitness Classes
Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 pm in the Community Life Center

No need to register, just show up with a yoga mat
and be ready to rock it out!
Let's be honest--when a workout isn't fun, it's
hard to stick with. That said, we are always on the hunt
for exciting, new ways to exercise in order to keep
ourselves motivated. Enter: Pound. This trendy class is popping up at gyms around the
country and is so fun, you don't even realize you are burning some serious calories. With
the help of weighted drumsticks and Yoga/Pilates inspired movement routines, this class will
get you fit and you'll have a fabulous time. Instead of listening to music, you become the
music in this exhilarating full-body workout. Don’t worry if you have no rhythm…POUND is
still for you! Designed for all fitness levels, POUND® provides the perfect atmosphere for
letting loose, getting energized, toning up and rockin’ out! The workout is easily modifiable,
and the alternative vibe and welcoming philosophy appeals to men and women of all ages
and abilities. Classes are provided free of charge by Elon University’s Wellness Department!

Practices: Hospitality, Service, Justice, Testimony, Submission

Allied Churches Homeless Shelter Meal Schedule
Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food purchases
and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are given a hot meal. Five
servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for
the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your
group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you
need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all
ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00
from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the
January 5
Mission Board
July 6
Women's Fellowship
meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival
February 2 Christian Ed. Board
August 3
Trustees Board
time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and
March 2
Youth and Green Church September 7 Deacons Board
cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti
April 6
Men's Fellowship
October 5
Evangelism Board
straps, or sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron,
May 4
Sr. Pastor SS Class
November 2 Book Club
hairnet and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you
June 1
Chancel Choir
December 7 Seekers SS Class
for your support of this very vital program!
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Free Fitness Classes

QiGong
Low Intensity
Wednesdays—5:15 pm
Class held in the Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow
The next gathering of Chat and Chow will
take place on Friday, January 18, at Reno’s Pizza
in Gibsonville at 5:30 pm. Please sign up on the
insert in the bulletin or call the church office if
you plan to attend.
If you sign up and
can no longer
make it, please
remember to
cancel your
reservation. See
Margaret McTaggart
with any questions.

ONLINE GIVING
IS AVAILABLE
Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Carol Oakley
Janet Mayse
Betty Reynolds
Gretchen Bruesehoff-Wiles
Colleen Gutierrez
Monica Nicholson
Patrick Sheldon
Jackie Boada
Jeff Drummond
Cathy Rose
Heather Bateman
Marianne Hart
Elizabeth Boyd
Bonnie Kirk
Loraine Morris
Ellen Martin
Gene Ferrell
Jeffrey Coker
Dot Waller
Joanne Merical
Elizabeth Powell
Rachel Pool
Phoebe Harrison
Wayne Holmes
Lori Birkett
Jack Zinsmeyer
George Spivey
Mary Jane Ferrell
Janet Allen

Bob and Jean Lawton
Mark and Heidi Danieley

1/3
1/3
1/4
1/4
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/7
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/18
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/19
1/19
1/20
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/29
1/29

1/9
1/30
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WORSHIP
PARTICIPANTS
FOR JANUARY
January 6, 2019

Altar Flowers: Mike and Janet Mayse
Greeters: Mike and Janet Mayse
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Jean Lawton,
Bob Lawson, Bill Blanchard
Acolyte: Thomas Gregory
Deacon on Call: Gary Weerts

January 13, 2019

Altar Flowers: Verona Danieley Family
Greeters: Tom and Faye Conally
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Don Gerhardt, Barb Gerhardt
Acolyte: Grier Ingalls
Liturgist: TBA
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin
Communion Deacons: TBA

January 20, 2019

Altar Flowers: Rose Ann McLelland
Greeters: Rose Ann McLelland
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Whitman Stiegel
Liturgist: Wayne Holmes
Deacon on Call: Rosilyn Dudley

January 27, 2019

Altar Flowers: Jaen Lane
Greeters: Jane Lane
Ushers: Hunt Johnson, Jack Lynch,
Jim McCauley, George Troxler
Acolyte: Andrea Leeds
Liturgist: Bev Orwig
Deacon on Call: Sam Fowler

Mailed: 12/26/2018
E LON C OMMUNITY C HURCH
U NITED C HURCH OF C HRIST
Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net
eloncomm unitychurch.org

Torch Articles
Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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