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Message from Rev. Quentin E. Chin, Intentional Interim Minister
Thank you, everyone, for the warm reception you have given me. I
have been blessed by your thoughtfulness and grace. I look forward to the
next several months as I serve you during this critical time in your
congregational life and in the life of the wider community.
This will not be a typical interim period. You will not call a settled
pastor at the end of our time together. Rather, this will be an intensive and
intentional period of discernment out of which you will have a much clearer
idea of your ministry, and thus, can identify your options for your next
pastor.
We know that the world, beginning with our neighbors, has
undergone enormous change. I remember years ago in one church I served
we identified changes in our community over the past 50 years. We
generated a long list. When I asked, “How have we responded?” Someone
replied, “We haven’t.”
Bearing in mind that Jesus never intended to found a religion,
Christianity was born in response to the ways of First Century Palestine.
Christianity’s emergence from Judaism was a paradigm shift. It grew
because it offered an alternative vision for a community predicated upon
principles which overturned the ways of the First Century.
Today, we confront post-modernism, a huge cultural shift.
Institutional authority is questioned. Universal truths are not universally
embraced. Community is not necessarily geographically defined. As the
church, we need to ask ourselves, “How do we respond to this?” This is the
task we will do together over these months.
We address this in a few ways. Most significantly, we will have
monthly discernment sessions following Sunday worship. These sessions
are for everyone and I expect wide participation because every voice
matters. The Cabinet and I designated the following dates: June 9, July 14,
and August 11. While summer is vacation time (and goodness knows, we
all should take some vacation to rest and renew), when you are around,
please make every effort to attend.
We will also discuss a book. John Dorhauer, General Minister and
President of the United Church of Christ, wrote this when he was a
conference minister in Southwest. The book, Beyond Resistance The
Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern World (Exploration Press,
2015), identifies three periods of the Church: Church 1.0 (the Church prior
to the Reformation), Church 2.0 (the Church today), and Church 3.0 (the
emerging Church, its characteristics remain fuzzy). By looking at the
Church, especially the local church, through the lens of post-modernism, he
offers a path whereby we can meet the paradigm shift. We will discuss this
book on Wednesday, June 26 at 9:00 AM. (We’ll put on coffee.)
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We have ordered books, or you can order the book through Amazon or UCC
Resources (https://www.uccresources.com/products/beyond-resistance-the-institutionalchurch-meets-the-postmodern-world-dorhauer). I recognize getting everyone to attend on
June 26 will be a challenge and acknowledge that participation in the discussion will be less
than the ones following worship. If you cannot come, try to read the book anyway.
I will also lead a Bible study on Acts. Acts recounts the beginnings of the church and
the movement of the Holy Spirit. Tentatively, we are thinking to hold the Bible study on
Wednesdays at noon. We have not settled on a start date, although late June is likely. I want
to lead this Bible study on a video conferencing platform known as Zoom. While the
session would be held at the church, I want to enable people who are at work to participate
remotely via their computer or smartphone. (Think about this: Doing Bible study through
video teleconferencing cuts the church’s tether to its physical location; an introduction to
Church 3.0.) Although I’ve participated in many Zoom teleconferences, I’ll need time to
learn how to administer a Zoom call.
I realize all of this may be overwhelming. It’s a lot and I know it asks a lot of you.
Yet, this is important work for a church you love. Jesus calls us to be disciples and to
proclaim God’s glory through our ministries of grace. As the body of Christ, we are the
embodiment of hope in our community, whether it is in Northfield or across the globe.
I look forward to our time together and the work we will share.
Quentin

Have you checked your information in the Church Directory?
We are in the process of updating

name, address, town, zip code, phone number, cell number and
email address.
Marilyn in the Business Office appreciates your efforts
to verify your information.
Our goal is to have the booklet style directory
in your hands in July.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL
This is a belated, but nonetheless, heartfelt thank you for all your
love and support you’ve shown me since Bruce’s (Cromack) passing
on 2-27-19. He was my partner and is missed beyond words;
my world is emptier without him.
He was a kind and gentle soul, and a master in the art of
communicating (witness the coffee hours!) He would intentionally seek out someone who
was by themselves and easily engage in conversation.
If you are able, I would like to invite you to a Committal Service for Bruce on Saturday,
June 15 at 1 pm at South Cemetery in Heath (Heath, where Bruce lived for 30 + years).
A reception will follow at the Heath Church in the center of town.
If you wish to attend, I will give you a general idea of where this lovely town is located.
Thank you so much - with love and gratitude, Linda Leavis

You are invited to Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 7th
Annie Wilson wants to share her 36th birthday with
Birthday Cake and Ice Cream.
The only rule is: ABSOLUTELY NO GIFTS,
BIRTHDAY CARDS ARE OKAY!
See you there!
June Birthdays
1

Dan Bordner, Alex Porter

3

Deborah Osowski, Pat Shearer

4

Frank Turner

6

Jeremy Malsch, Jessica Trumbull, Alex
Wahlstrom

7

Annie Wilson

9

Jim Wood

17 June Kemp
21 Grant Gorzocoski
24 Shirley Mills
25 Jeanne Closing
26 Lee Dresser
27 Noah Harrison, Martha Morse
29 Phyllis Whitney

If your Birthday is not listed, please tell
Marilyn in the Business Office.
Thank you.

JUNE 2019 HAPPENINGS!
Sun June 2nd
Communion Sunday, 10 am
Sundays after the Worship Service: Coffee Hour - to help Marlee Kaplan and contribute
refreshments, the Coffee Hour “sign-up notebook” is on the Lounge kitchen counter where
the juice stands. Write your name & phone number by “Helper.” Marlee will call you.
Wed 5th
Sun 9th

Golf Prep meeting 4-5 pm in Lounge (see green insert)
Noon - Meet for Discernment in Fellowship Hall
“The Boys are Singing” 1 -3 pm at Cameron’s, Main St. Nfld.
Joe Bedard and Ted Thornton, vocalists on Guitar
Sat. 22nd
Church Picnic at Joann and Bill McGee’s, 4-7 pm
9 Main St., Northfield, jbmcgee2@verizon.net 413 498-5022
Bring something to share.
Tues 4, 11, 18. 25: The Bible Dig 5:30-7 pm - Program for children & parents meets
every Tues in the Lounge for age-appropriate stories and activities.
A light supper is available after the activity. Call Bridget Hammond
@413 522-2313. More participants are always welcome
Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26: Centering Prayer 3 - 4 pm - You are invited to try out this weekly
prayer in the Lounge.
A A - meets at 7-8 pm in the Lounge
Wed. June 26
Book Study-- “Beyond Resistance” 9 am in Lounge (future meeting
dates to be announced).
ALTAR FLOWERS are being coordinated by Marlee Kaplan (413 774-2414) for the
summer months of June, July, August and September. Marlee
is able to order for you if you wish or if you have garden
flowers, and wish to use them, please let Marlee know.

Non Profit
US Postage Paid
PERMIT #391
Greenfield, MA
01301
T RI NI T ARI AN CO NG RE G A T I O NAL
CH URCH

147 Main Street, Northfield, MA
Northfield, MA 01360
Rev. Quentin Chin
Interim Minister
498-5839
Marilyn Gabriel, Adm. Asst.,
Business Office hours: Tues/Wed/Thu 9-2
413-498-5839
Minister e-mail: q.chin@verizon.net
Office e-mail: busoff147@gmail.com

We are on the Web: tccnorthfield.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

DEACONS

CHURCH CABINET

Martha Morse
Rev. Quentin Chin, Interim Minister

Minister

Ruth Johnson

Sue McGowan, Moderator

Moderator

Marion Scott

Heather Tower, Choir Director

Clerk

Bob Scott

Gwen Trelle & Kathy Wright,

Treasurers

Ruth Cinseruli

Co-Treasurers

Trustees, Chair

Linda Hescock

Martha Morse, Diaconate Chair

Diaconate, Chair

Arline Lincoln

Joanne McGee, Mission Cmte Chair

Music, Chair

Pat Shearer

Patter Field, Music Comm. Chair

Stewardship, Chair

Genevieve Clark

Chris Harris, Piano/Organ Accompanist

Missions, Chair

Polly Billiel

Marion Scott, Clerk

Linda Leavis

Ted Thornton, Webmaster

TRUSTEES
Fred Billiel, Chair
Bob Scott, Tom Shearer
Tammy Pelletier, Sexton

