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SYLLABUS
A Roadmap to the News of the University Club of Rockford, Illinois

President’s Letter
by John Mecklenburg
Friends,
The deepest part
of winter is now
(trying) to get
behind us, and the
inklings of spring
are just ahead of us.
The days are getting
longer, and the temperatures should
begin to moderate soon.
I know it doesn’t always seem that
way…looking out the window…but,
believe me, it won’t be long before we
can bring the fire pit out and enjoy the
deck, once again.
I’ve always considered March a
“changeover” month. We generally
come into the month with scarves,
gloves and coats and tend to leave it
with a light jacket and a deep breath of
fresh spring air!

I haven’t looked at the club calendar
yet, and I haven’t consulted with my
weather experts, either, but we should
be able to find another Saturday
morning in mid- to late-April or early
May, when we can, again, attack the
undergrowth and trees of our riverfront and get even closer to presenting
a view of the club that we’re proud to
call our own.
Please stay tuned and, when we DO
schedule our day, please join us! It
really doesn’t take that much effort,
if enough of us show up. Even
enthusiastic cheerleaders are welcome!
#####
Thank you so much to the three
members who jumped on our new
Membership Initiative last month and
brought in three new members in early
February. The Membership Initiative
provides a $250 club statement credit
when you sponsor a new member.

We’re a small club (compared to some
other social clubs in town), but the
closeness of our membership is one of
Last spring a group of ambitious
our greatest attributes and strengths!
members began the process of
“reclaiming our river-front.” We didn’t It’s your friends who will enjoy
becoming part of our tight-knit group.
get everything accomplished that we
planned, but it was a START! I’d really So, if you have a colleague, a friend or
like to continue that process this spring. (even) a relative you enjoy spending
time with, consider sharing your club’s
#####

warmth and features with them in the
coming month, as the weather warms
and the deck calls.
Lisa, Kelly and Julie will also always
help you with a guided tour for your
guest(s), if you like. A simple call ahead
will ensure that one of the three is
available and prepared to help with a
club tour or to answer questions.
#####
And, even though the weather still isn’t
QUITE what we’d like it to be yet,
remember our special INDOOR days
in March…the St. Patrick’s Day
buffet, the Chili Cook-Off, the March
Madness fun, etc.
I’ve generally found that the more I
plan to do inside, in March, the quicker
the weather decides to moderate and
try to lure me outside. At least it
SEEMS that way.
#####
Finally, thank you again, to all who
frequent the mansion regularly and
help us, every week, make our
University Club the kind of place
where we can enjoy visiting, dining
and meeting friends. We have a great
group here!



Member News

Congratulations to Sue Brubaker, who recently accepted a position on the Board of Directors for the Rockford
Dance Company.


Welcome, New Members!
Dr. Sara and Andrew Kilborn
Jonathon and Leanna Reidy
Carrie Zethmayr and Colin Simpson

Sponsored by Shauna Gustafson
Sponsored by Jim and Fran Knutson
Sponsored by Brian & Julie Thomas

Getting to Know Edward Kuehl
Ed and Diane Kuehl had been frequent guests at the club, invited by longtime members
Judy and Chuck Picus (now living in Florida), when the two couples attended
performances of the Rockford Symphony Orchestra. In 2013, Diane surprised Ed with
a Club membership for his 60th birthday.
“For me, it’s a very comfortable place to go and have dinner and drinks and meet with
friends,” Ed says. “I love being on the river, especially in the summer.”
Ed, a new member of the U Club Board, grew up in Northern Illinois and graduated
from Lena Winslow High School before joining the U.S. Navy. In the service, he was a
reactor operator on the nuclear submarine, the USS Snook.

U Club Board Member
Edward Kuehl

After six years in the Navy, he attended Northern Illinois University, earning bachelor’s
and master’s degrees. Ed retired from Southern Imperial Inc., where he was the IT
manager. In retirement, he loves to play golf and travel. The Kuehls just returned from a
trip to Australia and New Zealand. They have two adult daughters, one living in the
Seattle area and the other in Highland Park.


Welcome New and Returning Board of Directors!
At the recent annual meeting, the
following members were elected to
serve on the University Club of
Rockford Board of Directors:
Three-Year Term
John Letourneau
John Mecklenburg
Julie Thomas

Two-Year Term
Edward Kuehl

Also, the following were elected to
serve as officers for a one-year term:

One-Year Term
Thomas Michalowski
Dr. Vincent Zammuto

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

John R. Mecklenburg
Peter Rundquist
John Letourneau
Thomas Michalowski

Many thanks for your service!


Condolences
We extend sincere condolences to the family of Betty McDonald (Yi Yang Ye), who passed away on February 4, 2018.
She and husband Philip E. “Skip” McDonald were married for almost 48 years. The family directed memorial gifts to
Northern Illinois Hospice.
Deepest sympathy to the family of longtime member Thomas W. Hill, who passed away on February 13, 2018. He was
73. He is survived by Helen, his wife. A scholarship has been established at Rockford University in his name.


The Social Corner
by Patrick O’Gorman
Chairman, Social Committee
We are well on our way to becoming
the premier social club in the
Rockford area, and the club’s social
calendar is filling up fast.
Monthly Event Updates

On February 6 we had our first Game
Night at the club. Twelve members
played many spirited games of Left–

Center–Right. New relationships were
formed, and most importantly, we all
had fun. We will regroup on March 6
for another no-skill, all-luck, fastmoving dice game called Tenzi. This
game is very popular at the supper
clubs of northern Wisconsin. Join
us for Game Night on the first
Tuesday of the month through the
summer. As the weather improves,
we’ll take Game Night outside.

The Book Club
continues on the
second Tuesday
of the month. On
March 13, we will
discuss “Janesville:
An American
Story” by Pulitzer
Prize winning
author Amy
(Continued on page 3)

The Social Corner, continued
Chili Cook-Off and Basketball
 Save June 12 for the Cubs game in
The Food and Beverage Committee is
Milwaukee. This year’s game is on a
sponsoring a Chili Cook-Off on
Tuesday night, so we hope it will not
Thursday, March 22, which is the first
be so darn hot.
day of the NCAA regional finals. Just
like the basketball teams, you need to  September 15 is Cheese Days in
Monroe, WI. Experience the
bring your “A Game,” your very best
importance of the cheese industry
chili. See Lisa or Kelly to register your
in Greene County and then a stop in
chili. Basketball and chili—who could
downtown New Glarus for some
ask for anything more?
Swiss culture or go up the hill to the
New Glarus Brewery.
 We’re exploring options for
another fall theater event in either
Chicago or Milwaukee. We’ll keep
Cinema Classics
you posted.
Dinner and a Movie returns in April
Expand your knowledge of local,
with the Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid
national, and world affairs by attending Bergman classic Casablanca, and in May Chuck Wagon Dinner & Barn Dance
The Chuck Wagon Dinner and Barn
Forbes University. Our presenter
we will show Cool Hand Luke starring Dance returns on Saturday, September
on March 8 is Rockford Mayor
Paul Newman. We take the summer
22, and this year we are kicking around
Tom McNamara, who’s also a
off and pick up in September with
the idea of combination buffet and a
Club member.
When Harry Met Sally featuring Billy
cook-your-own steak/chicken/fish
Danube Cruise and 2019 Plan
Crystal and Meg Ryan and conclude
over our large BBQ grill along with
This fall the Travel Club heads off
the series in October with Steven
some good country and western
on a luxurious Danube River cruise,
Spielberg’s E.T.
music. Don’t worry if you cannot cook
however we have heard from some
because one of our excellent chefs will
Planned Day Trips for 2018
members that the cost of the
be there to provide you with some
 On Saturday, April 28, we are
European trip may have been too
planning a beer/wine/distillery day pointers. There’s no better way to
expensive. Therefore, in 2019, we will
meet new friends than standing
trip to southern Wisconsin to
look into a winter getaway to Mexico
around the grill with a cold one in
sample local wines, suds, and
or the Caribbean. Our goal will be to
your hand.
distilled beverages.
travel from the Rockford airport and
spend four to seven days in the sun at  The Ravinia schedule will be
We’re looking at some fun fall events,
an all-inclusive beach resort. Those
as well, possibly a Murder Mystery
published soon, and we’ll plan a
of us who can’t be snowbirds for the
Night some spooky Saturday
summer day trip to Highland Park
entire winter may be able to enjoy the
evening…Details to come.
to enjoy a concert on the lawn. If
experience for a week. Look for more
you have not been to Ravinia,
information on this trip in the
you’ve been missing out on one of
near future.
Chicagoland’s greatest treasures.

Goldstein. This is an intimate account
of the fallout of the closing of the
General Motors assembly plant in
Janesville, WI. In April, we will read
“The Woman in the Window” by
A.J. Finn, an agoraphobic view from
her window and the “crime” she
witnesses. Our May selection is
“Killers of the Flower Moon” by
David Grann, which is the true story
of the problems faced by the Osage
Indians of Oklahoma when they
discovered oil on their reservation. It
made them rich and that is when they
started dying.

COMING SOON!

Valentine’s Dinner Memories
Guests enjoyed our live music and dancing at our Valentine’s Dinner.
Photo Below (L–R):
Melanie Pierceson-Hand, Tyler
Smith, and Kelly Adrian

Club Notes
by Lisa Pass
General Manager/COO
March 6, 13, 20 & 27 | Taco
Tuesday with a Twist

Join us on Tuesdays from 5–8 p.m.
and enjoy a light meal and good
camaraderie in our Varsity Room &
Card Room. Each night will be a
different “taco.” The nightly special is
listed in the Syllabus calendar and email
blasts. Note: March 20, Taco

Tuesday will be on the 2nd floor.
March 6 | Game Night

Taco Tuesday begins at 5 p.m., so join
us for dinner beforehand. Please RSVP
so we can set up properly.
March 15 | Two for $29.95 Dinner

Our Two for $29.95 Dinner is a great
and affordable way to treat your friends
and potential new members to the club
experience. Enjoy a salad or coleslaw
with choice of entrée and a side. Dinner
also comes with a choice of house wine
(Cabernet, Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio,
Merlot or White Zinfandel).
Reservations help us serve you better.

Join us in the living room at 7 p.m.
for Tenzi Dice Game. Taco
Tuesday begins at 5 p.m., so please
join us for dinner beforehand.
Please see the Social Corner.
March 8 | Forbes University

Thursday, March 8, 6–7 p.m.
“Rockford’s Priorities for Success”
Mayor Tom McNamara will update
fellow U Club members on the city’s
programs to reduce crime, increase
police technology and training,
strengthen neighborhoods and schools,
and encourage economic development.
He also will address the upcoming vote
on home rule.
March 10 | Pre-Concert Dinner on
the Second Floor

Rockford Symphony Orchestra
presents Country Legends at 7:30 p.m.
at the Coronado Theatre. Dinner will
begin at 5 p.m.
March 13 | Book Club

Join us on Tuesday, March 13 at 7 p.m.
as member Shauna Gustafson leads the
group discussion about “Janesville: An
American Story” by Amy Goldstein.

March 17 | St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

Irish eyes will be smiling when you join
us for this annual buffet. Get your
reservations in early for one of our
most popular buffets of the year. The
evening starts with a plate of Irish
Nachos served tableside, followed by a
buffet of U Club’s Shepard’s pie, fish
and chips, potatoes, carrots, cabbage
and corned beef. Dessert will be a
chocolate mousse infused with Bailey’s
Irish Cream. Gather all your lads and
lassies and make your reservations
today. Just $17.95 adults and $8.95
child, with the buffet from 6–8:30 p.m.
Enjoy, at any time, drink specials like
Guinness and Irish whiskey.

March 22 | Chili Cook-Off &
March Madness

Please join us for our First Annual Chili
Cook-Off! The Chili Tasting will take
place from 5-6:30 p.m. with a Chili
Friendly Buffet Dinner from 6–8 p.m.
including all of your favorites to top
off with Chili. The cost is $14.95 per
person. Each member who enters the
Chili Cook-Off needs to provide one
crock pot of chili warm and ready for
serving. The U Club will provide all of
the necessary fixings and supplies. Each
contestant will receive his or her choice
of a bottle of house wine or a pitcher of
Stella. Local celebrities will pick the
winner, whose name will be added to a
Chili Cook-Off trophy that will remain
at the Club. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Lisa or
Kelly by March 15.
March 30 |Locker Room Renovations

As you know, we will be renovating
the squash court locker rooms. If you
have any personal items in the lockers,
please be sure to pick them up before
March 30. Also, let us know your
thoughts about the sauna that is
currently in the locker room by
contacting Lisa Pass.

(Continued on page 5)

FORBES UNIVERSITY
Stimulating Discussion/Lecture Series

Thursday, March 8, 6–7 p.m.
“Rockford’s Priorities for Success”
Mayor Tom McNamara will update fellow U Club members on the city’s programs to reduce crime, increase
police technology and training, strengthen neighborhoods and schools, and encourage economic
development. He also will address the upcoming vote on home rule.
Join us for stimulating discussion/lecture series of Forbes University, 6–7 p.m. in the Card Room. Then, stay for a delicious
dinner prepared by Chef Ty. When making reservations, please specify if for both discussion and dinner.
Bring Friends & Guests! The series is free to U Club members and their guests. Bring your friends, colleagues
and neighbors.

Club Notes, continued
March 31 | Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt
with the Easter Bunny

Peter Cottontail makes his annual visit
to the University Club on Saturday,
March 31. At 11 a.m. the Easter
Bunny will be available for visiting
and photographs. At 11:30 sharp,
the Easter Egg Hunt begins on the
U Club grounds, weather permitting;
if inclement, the hunt will be inside on
the main level. After all the eggs have
been discovered, enjoy our famous
kid-friendly buffet, $15.95 per person,
children 4 and under are $7.95. The
price includes a basket for children 12
and under to collect eggs. Please have
reservations in by Friday, March 23, to
guarantee an Easter basket.

Thank You for your Holiday
Fund Contributions

On behalf of the staff, I would like
 Sunday, April 1 – Easter
to thank the membership for your
Champagne Brunch
generosity in donating to the holiday
fund last year. In February, the staff
 Friday, April 13 – Lobster Night
enjoyed a nice get-together with our
spouses to celebrate another successful  Tuesday, April 17 – U Club
holiday season at the Club. Thank
Wine Tasting
you once again!
 Saturday, April 28 – Beer & Wine
Summer Pool and
Tasting Trip
Legacy Memberships
Tell your friends and colleagues we
 Saturday, May 5 – Cinco de
are now accepting applications for
Mayo Dinner
summer pool memberships. Pool
Memberships are $500. You receive
 Sunday, May 14 – Mother’s
use of the swimming pool for the 2018
Day Brunch
season along with lunch and beverage
 Saturday, May 19 – Royal Wedding
April 1 | Easter Champagne Brunch service poolside or on the main deck
Chef Ty will create a grand buffet with until 5 p.m. daily. You can also attend  Monday, May 28 – Memorial Day
our July 4th pig roast, and our new
Cook Out
something for everyone on Easter
Memorial and Labor Day cookout
Sunday, April 1. Bring your appetite
 Tuesday, June 12 – Cubs vs. Brewers
parties. If you join by April 30, you
for our omelet and Swedish pancake
in Milwaukee
will receive a $50 discount. Once
station, along with carved meats
again, we will offer our Pool Legacy
featuring lamb and pit ham. Save
 Sunday, June 17 – Father’s Day
Memberships to all adult children/
room for dessert, a tasty selection
Cook Out
grandchildren of current members.
of assorted sweets and treats.
Stay tuned for more information and
Legacy members receive all the
Reservations will be available from
details about these fun events and
benefits
of
regular
pool
members
at
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., $25.95 adults, $12.95
many more in the Syllabus, email
a
discounted
cost
of
only
$350
for
children 12 and under, 3 and under
blasts, website and on Facebook.
the
season.
are free. For an additional $5 enjoy
unlimited Champagne and mimosas.
June 12 | GO CUBS GO vs.
Milwaukee Brewers
Reservations fill up quickly so please
Tickets
are now available to see the
RSVP no later than Thursday, March
2016
World
Champion Chicago Cubs
29, by 6 p.m. With the changes we
take
on
the
Milwaukee
Brewers at
made to the card room last year, our
Milwaukee’s
Miller
Park,
Tuesday,
seating capacity on the main level has
June
12,
7:10
p.m.
The
cost
is $85 per  Did you know…if you are the
been reduced. We will accommodate
primary sponsor for a new member,
person
and
includes
a
cookout
tailgate
as many as we can on the main level,
you will receive a $250 membership
dinner,
beer,
wine,
soda
and
water
but late reservations may have to
credit? Questions? Please contact Julie
along
with
tickets
and
transportation
be seated on the second floor.
in the office.
to
and
from
the
game.
We
have
Consequently, please inform the club
reserved
tickets
in
section
127
down
 A gentle reminder, reservations mean
of any changes to your reservations, to
the third base line. Please contact Kelly
a better dining experience for not only
allow us time to make adjustments.
with any questions, or to reserve your
you, but all of our members, as we will
Irish Whiskeys Available just in
spot today!
be better prepared and staffed to serve
time to celebrate St. Patty’s Day
your dining requests. We so appreciate
 Bushmills, Bushmills Red, Bushmills
your reservations; however, if you
Black, Jameson, Jameson Select,
are on the go and drop in at the last
Teeling, Tullamore Dew
minute, we are happy to welcome you.
Please ask your server for additional
 Remember to “like” us on Facebook
Bourbon, Whiskey and Scotch
to get updates on club happenings,
varieties the Club has to offer.
lunch specials, and connect with
fellow members. Find us at “U Club
Rockford.”
See you at the U Club!

University Club of Rockford
945 N. Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103
Phone: (815) 962-1730
editor@uclubrockford.com
president@uclubrockford.com
buildingandgrounds@uclubrockford.com
foodandbeverage@uclubrockford.com
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March 6, 13, 20 & 27 | Taco Tuesdays with a Twist
March 6 | Game Night
March 8 | Forbes University
March 10 | RSO Pre-concert Dinner
March 13 | Book Club
March 15 | Two for $29.95 Dinner
March 17 | St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
March 22 | Chili Cook-Off and March Madness
March 31 | Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt with the Easter Bunny
April 1 | Easter Champagne Brunch

Reservations
help us serve
you better.
Thank You!

March 2018 Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Remember, Kids and Grandkids eat FREE from Kids’ Menu
Bird
with the purchase of a regularly priced entrée on Thursday Early
5–8:30 pm
nights.
 Seabass
 Tavern Steak

2
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Walleye

3

4

8
Forbes University
6–7 pm
Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Mediterranean Fish
Stew
 Braised Lamb Shanks

9
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Tilapia

10
RSO Pre-Concert
Dinner
(2nd Floor)
5 pm
Daylight Savings
Time Begins (Spring
Forward One Hour!)

Lunch Service

15
Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Two for 29.95*

16
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Catfish

17
St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner
6–8:30 pm

Monday Night
Homestyle Menu

22
Chili Cook-Off & March
Madness
5–6:30 pm Tasting
6–8 pm Buffet

23
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Perch

24

11

18

5
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Baked White Fish
 Angus Tenderloin
Skewers

6
Taco Tuesday
Pasta Night
5–8 pm
Game Night: Tenzi
7 pm

7
Club Closes
at 2 pm

12
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 French Fried
Shrimp & Fries
 Lemon & Rosemary
Roasted Chicken

13
Taco Tuesday
Beef Tacos
5–8 pm
Book Club
7 pm

14
Club Closes
at 2 pm

19
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Chicken Alfredo
 Fried Pork Chops

20
Taco Tuesday
(2nd Floor)
Verde Braised Pork
Tacos
5–8 pm

21
Club Closes
at 2 pm

Lunch & Dinner
Hours

Monday – Friday
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Night
Taco Tuesdays with
a “Twist”

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Early Bird

5:00 – 8:30 p.m.
25

26
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Liver & Onions
 Baked Tilapia

27
Taco Tuesday
Chicken Tacos
5–8 pm

28
Club Closes
at 2 pm

29
Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Grilled Swordfish
 Duck Two Ways

30
Deadline for
Locker Item
Removal
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Northern Pike

31
Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt
with Easter Bunny
11:00 am Photos
11:30 am Hunt
Buffet follows Hunt

*Two for $29.95 Special entrée choices: Chicken Piccata, Stuffed Orange Roughy,
Spinach & Parmesan-filled Portabella Caps, or English-Cut Whole Roasted Angus Strip Loin

Fabulous Friday Fish

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Reservations Appreciated
(815) 962-1730
lpass@uclubrockford.com

