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April sales down across major industries
In April, Cochise County’s retail, lodging, and restaurant/bar sales were down (compared to April 2017,
after adjusting for inflation). Cochise County’s year-over-year retail sales were down 1.5 percent in April.
In the first four months of 2018, Cochise County’s retail sales were up 4.2 percent compared to the
same period last year. Sales have been up in nine of the past 13 months (including five of the most
recent six months) following declines in 16 of 19 months.
At the state level, Arizona’s retail sales were up 1 percent in April and 5.2 percent for the first four
months of the year.
Countywide restaurant and bar sales were down 2.7 percent in April and 0.1 percent for the first four
months. Year-over-year sales have been up in six of the most recent nine months (following declines in
10 of 12 months).
Statewide restaurant and bar sales were up 0.9 percent in April and 3.4 percent for the first four months
of 2018.
Hotel/motel receipts in Cochise County were down 15.5 percent in April and 4.4 percent for the first
four months. Despite the overall decline, countywide hotel/motel receipts have been up in 17 of the
most recent 21 months.
At the state level, hotel/motel receipts were down 4.6 percent in April, but were up 6.8 percent for the
first four months of the year.

At the city level, retail sales in Benson were down 13.8 percent in April and 2.4 percent for the first four
months. The drop follows three consecutive months of growth (on the heels of two years of instability
that saw declines in 13 of 24 months).
Restaurant and bar sales in Benson were up 5.7 percent in April and 1.6 percent for the first four months
of 2018. Year-over-year sales have seen instability with declines in 17 of the past 28 months.
Benson’s hotel/motel receipts were down 42 percent in April and 6.4 percent in the first four months.
Sales have been up in nine of the past 13 months (following declines in eight of 10 months).
In Bisbee, retail sales were down 17.5 percent in the April comparisons and 5.2 percent in the first four
months of the year. Sales have been down in 19 of the most recent 28 months (including seven of the
most recent nine months).
Restaurant and bar sales in Bisbee were up 14.1 in April (compared to April 2017) but were down 2
percent for the first four months. Sales have seen instability with numbers down in five of the most
recent nine months (following increases in 10 of 12 months).
Hotel/motel receipts in Bisbee were down 46 percent in April and 5.6 percent for the first four months
of 2018. Sales have been down in six of the most recent nine months (following growth in 14 of 19
months).
In Douglas, retail sales were down 6.7 percent in April, following three consecutive months of growth.
Sales were up 4.9 percent for the first four months.
Restaurant and bar sales in Douglas were up 31.1 percent in April and 5.3 percent for the first four
months of the year. Despite the overall increase, sales have been down in 11 of the most recent 19
months of data.
Data for April comparisons for hotel/motel receipts in Douglas were not available, but sales for the first
four months were up 48.3 percent. Data show sales have been up for three consecutive months
following four straight months of decline.
In Huachuca City, retail sales were up 37.1 percent in April—the third month of growth following four
consecutive months of decline. In the first four months of 2018, sales were up 12.6 percent.
In Sierra Vista, retail sales were down 0.8 percent in April, but were up 2.2 percent in the first four
months. The monthly drop follows three consecutive months of sales growth (on the heels of declines in
9 of 15 months).
Restaurant and bar sales in Sierra Vista were down 10.4 percent in April but were up 1.4 percent for the
first four months of the year. Sales have been up in 10 of the past 14 months (including seven of the
most recent nine months).
Sierra Vista’s hotel/motel receipts were up 16.2 percent in April but were down 4.1 percent for the first
four months. Despite the overall decline, lodging receipts have been up in 14 of the past 19 months.

In Tombstone, retail sales were down 10 percent in April but were up 6.2 percent for the first four
months of 2018. Tombstone’s retail sales have been up in 11 of the past 13 months (following declines
in nine of 15 months).
In Willcox, retail sales were down 17.8 percent in the April comparisons and 2.7 percent for the first four
months. Despite the overall decline, sales have been up in four of the most recent six months.
Restaurant and bar sales in Willcox were down 3.3 percent in April and 8.2 percent for the first four
months of the year. April was the fifth consecutive month of decline following increases in seven of nine
months.
Hotel/motel receipts in Willcox were down 24.1 percent in April and 5.3 percent for the first four
months. Despite the drop, sales have been up in 16 of the most recent 20 months of data (including 13
of the past 15 months).
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-6.7%
31.1%
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Note: State and county data reflect actual sales; city data are estimates based on sales tax collections. Retail excludes food for home consumption. YTD = Year to Date. * Inflation rate determined by change in Consumer Price Index (CPI-U). **Excludes single Items over
$5,000. ***Excludes single Items over $10,000. ****Excludes single Items over $1,250. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Arizona Department of Revenue, City of Benson, City of Bisbee, City of Douglas, City of Sierra Vista, City of Willcox, and Cochise College
Center for Economic Research.
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