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Hotel owner  
outsmarts bandits

Quick thinking by a 
Scranton hotel owner 
thwarted the two stick-up 
men who were attempting 
to hold up his establish-
ment.

William Grazdowskas, 
who owned and operated 
the 1136 Albright Ave. busi-
ness, had been reading in 
the local newspapers about 
the recent armed robberies 
taking place in hotels in 
Scranton.

In the early morning 
hours of  Aug. 26, he spotted 
two white handkerchief-
wearing bandits approach-
ing his business. He quick-
ly took the $25 in cash and 

coins that was in the regis-
ter and put it in the sink 
behind the bar.

Flashing their revolvers, 
the bandits ordered Graz-
dowskas, his brother, 
Joseph, and the bartender, 
John Robas, to “get down 
on the floor and stay there 
until we leave.”

The bandits found the 
register empty and fled in 
disgust.

Grazdowskas phoned 
Scranton police and Lt. 
Reese Alexander arrived to 
investigate.

Scranton police reported 
the bandits hit a Cedar Ave-
nue hotel operated by Gui-
do Carocci about 30 min-
utes before their attempt at 
Grazdowskas’ bar. In the 
Cedar Avenue robbery the 
bandits made off  with $39.

Nightlife

Old-time dance with 
Frank Kelly’s Orchestra at 
Town Hall, Krause’s Vari-
ety Boys at Clarke’s Audi-
torium in West Scranton, 
Roy Miller at Frear’s in 
Lake Winola, dinner and 
dancing with Bobby Chan-
dler and his Orchestra at 
Club Royal in Dickson 
City, and Wilfred Pelletier 
and singers from the Phila-
delphia, Metropolitan and 
San Carlo opera companies 
at the Inn at Buck Hill 
Falls.

BRIAN FULTON, library manag-
er, oversees The Times-
Tribune’s expansive digital and 
paper archives and is an 
authority on local history. 
Contact Brian at bfulton@
timesshamrock.com or 570-
348-9140. 

Pop singer Vic dana is 83. Former Homeland 
Security Secretary Tom Ridge is 78. R&B singer 
Valerie Simpson is 78. Pop singer Bob Cowsill 
is 74. Broadcast journalist Bill Whitaker is 72. 
actor Brett Cullen is 67. Former NBa coach 
Stan Van gundy is 64. Jazz musician Branford 
Marsalis is 63. Country musician Jimmy Olander 
(diamond Rio) is 62. actor Chris Burke is 58. 

actor-singer Shirley Manson (garbage) is 57. 
Rock musician dan Vickrey (Counting Crows) is 
57. TV writer-actor Riley Weston is 57. Rock 
musician adrian young (No doubt) is 54. actor 
Melissa McCarthy is 53. Latin pop singer 
Thalia is 52. actor Meredith Eaton is 49. Rock 
singer-musician Tyler Connolly (Theory of a 
deadman) is 48. actor Mike Colter is 47. actor 

Macaulay Culkin is 43. actor Chris Pine is 43. 
Comedian/actor/writer John Mulaney is 41. 
actor Johnny Ray gill is 39. Country singer 
Brian Kelley (Florida georgia Line) is 38. R&B 
singer Cassie (aKa Cassie Ventura) is 37. 
actor Evan Ross is 35. actor danielle Savre is 
35. actor dylan O’Brien is 32. actor Keke 
Palmer is 30.

Today is Saturday, Aug. 26, the 
238th day of 2023. There are 
127 days left in the year.

In 1968, the democratic 
National Convention opened 
in Chicago; the four-day event 
that resulted in the nomina-
tion of Hubert H. Humphrey 
for president was marked by a 
bloody police crackdown on 
antiwar protesters in the 
streets.

On this day

Celebrity birthdays

Lotteries

Asked& 
answered
Today we ask: Which candy 
do you prefer: Sour Patch Kids 
or Swedish fish? Log on to 
vote.

Yesterday we asked: The 
better ice cream topping: 
Sprinkles or dip top?
Sprinkles: 46%
dip top: 54%

Find the familiar phrase, saying or 

name in this arrangement of letters. 

Solution is below.

Whatzit

Solution: Amirite?

Obituaries
John Barry Beemer .............B10

gregory M. Coval ................B11

Kathleen (Kathy) J. dempsey ..B10

Joseph P. gorzkowski. ..........B10

Helene Lockett Lapinski ......B11

arthur J. Moran Jr................B10

Lois M. Munley ...................B11

Veronica “Ronnie” Quinn .....B11

Jane C. Refice ....................B10

Sister Olive ann Schneider ..B11
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Corrections
It is our policy to correct 
errors promptly. To report an 
error, call the Metro desk at 
570-348-9121.

Contact us
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BRIEFLY

Pennsylvania
Friday

Pick 2, 1:35 6-0 (9)
Pick 2, 7 9-9 (9)
Pick 3, 1:35 4-2-3 (9)
Pick 3, 7 1-5-6 (9)
Pick 4, 1:35 5-3-5-3 (9)
Pick 4, 7 9-8-2-1 (9)
Pick 5, 1:35 1-3-6-2-6 (9)
Pick 5, 7 5-5-0-0-4 (9)
Treasure Hunt, 
5-8-14-22-27
Cash 5, 
20-27-32-37-40
Match 6, 
5-10-11-33-48-49
Cash4Life, 
33-38-44-45-58+3
Powerball, Wednesday  
25-30-32-33-55+20
Powerplay: 2
Mega Millions, Friday      
12-23-26-31-38+2
Megaplier: 2
Today’s “Pennsylvania Cash 

5” jackpot will be worth at 
least $350,000.
Today’s “Pennsylvania 

Match 6” jackpot will be 
worth at least $530,000.

BRIAN FULTON’S DAY IN HISTORY 
— 90 YEARS AGO

TIMES-TRIBUNE aRCHIVES

Ads for entertainment at Town Hall on Adams Avenue 
and Clarke’s Auditorium on Lafayette Street appeared 
in the Scranton Times on Aug. 26, 1933.

NamesNames FacesFaces

PINE

Women’s Resource Center to hold golf tournament

The Women’s Resource Center will hold its annual golf tournament Sept. 15 at Pine Hills Country Club. The tournament is spon-
sored by Seven D Wholesale & Windows, with industry partners Erie Materials and Simplex Homes. To sign up or donate, visit 
wrcnepa.org. Returning honorary chair will be Kurt Aaron of WNEP-TV 16 and his dog Ranger. Golf tournament committee mem-
bers, from left: Natalie Crandle, committee member; Elaine Shepard, Women’s Resource Center board member; Sherry Porpiglia, 
Simplex Homes; Amy Everetts, WRC director of development; Pat Fricchione, Simplex Homes and WRC board member; Paul 
Caruso, Simplex Homes; Dick Frusciante, Seven D Wholesale; Aaron and Ranger; Peg Ruddy, WRC executive director; Pat Dietz, 
People’s Security Bank; Kate Leahy, WRC board president; John Lawless, Johnson College; Dave Boniello, Simplex Homes, and 
Ellen Fricchione, committee member.

Villa Capri Cruisers sponsor CAC’s Carnival for Kids

The Villa Capri Cruisers Car Club Inc. recently sponsored the Children’s Advocacy Center of NEPA’s Carnival for Kids and donated 
$1,000. Standing, from left: Ashley Ceccacci and Margo Tallarico, Children’s Advocacy Center; Michelle Mroczka, Butch Pagotto and 
Dave Thomas, club members; Marsha Pigga, Children’s Advocacy Center; Nancy Mroczka, Rich Mroczka and Ray Coolbaugh, club mem-
bers. Kneeling: Mike Greenstein, club member; Jenn Aglialoro, Children’s Advocacy Center; and Sal Pizzo and Nick Tielli, club members.
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