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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 9:30 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2  3 
5:30-7:15 
All Church Picnic 
 

4 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

5 6 

7 

Communion 
9:30 Worship 

8 9 
10:00 Lakeview  
Communion 
 

10 
5:15 Mission Brd 

11 
5:15 Hosp Board 

 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

 

12 
9:00 Council  
Agenda Items 
Due 

13 
 

14 
 
9:30 Worship 
 

15 16 
10:00  
Goldfinch 
Communion 

 
 

17 

5:45 Church   
        Council 

18 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

19 
9:00 Sept 
Newsletter 
Items Due 

20  

 

21 
9:30 Worship 

22 
 

23 

 

24 
 
 
 

25 
9:30 Bible Study 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
9:30 Worship 
Blessing Box 
Collection 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
5:30 Free  
Community Meal 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 
FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 7-20-2022 
 

Members Present: Abigail Roiger, Robbin Celander, Cathy Celander, Larry Thompson, Kay Campe, 
Dave Adams, Izzy Cruz and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory Germain and 
Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. Members Absent: Marilyn Forstrom, Sue Kruse, Catherine Johnson, 
and Ellen Germain. 
The Council met in Heritage Hall. The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Abigail Anderson. 
Pastor Germain led in prayer. Minutes of the June 15th meeting were approved as printed. Motion M/S/
C (Cathy/Larry). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson was absent, but her report was read aloud by Dara Bliesmer. 
Thanks to the pie/pork chop fundraiser, we have had income equal to 49% of our yearly budget. In 
capital expenses, the new front sidewalk is complete. Reporting on the money designated for capital 
now shows nothing in our State Bank account. For easier understanding in our Edward Jones account, 
$16,288.44 was moved from the Capital Reserve to the Operating Reserve, which is now at $203,755. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Germain reported on his summer activities including a family vacation, train-
ing in Wisconsin, visits to Mankato and funerals. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: CE board did not meet. Pastor Cory reported that June VBS was at  
Sylvania Park with kayaks, no July VBS due to schedules, and August VBS will be intergenerational 
at Cedar Creek Park. 

 Hospitality:  Hospitality board did not meet.  

 Facilities: Larry Thompson reported that Dean Grotte finished the front sidewalk under cost. 
The $1,041 cost estimate for the men’s bathroom was approved. A motion to replace the shingles on 
the storage shed, estimated at $500 or less was M/S/C (Robbin/Dave). There is no August facility 
board meeting. A motion to change our building insurance from Brotherhood Mutual to North Star 
Mutual Insurance Company with Adam Garbers was M/S/C (Dave/Robbin). This policy will begin 
when our existing insurance policy expires. 

 Diaconate: Diaconate board did not meet. 

Missions:  Izzy Cruz reported that Heaven’s Table backpack program will be the recipient of 
the July Blessing box. September 24th is the date for the Adopt-a-Highway cleanup (October 1st-rain 
backup date). Many more people are needed to help.   

 Worship:  Dave Adams reported that they have been working on pulpit supply for August. 
There is worship in Sylvania Park with St. John’s (and possible potluck afterwards) on August 7th. 
Mark Gould will be pulpit supply on August 14th. We will be worshipping at the Martin County Fair 
on August 21st at 10:30AM.  

OLD BUSINESS: A motion to change service start times year-round to 9:30AM was M/S/C (Robbin/
Izzy). Sunday school will be immediately after the Children’s Sermon. This has been discussed with 
the CE teacher. 

NEW BUSINESS: The Annual Stewardship Campaign will ask for pledges to be in by October 23rd.  
A committee has been started. Kay Campe is doing some research on online giving.  

Pastor Germain closed the meeting with a prayer, and Abigail Roiger adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 

The PRC meets quarterly each year to discuss joys and concerns regarding our pastoral leader-
ship. If you have input for the committee, please contact any of the PRC members:  Jon Neitzel, 
Deb Thate,  Sherry Voyles, Dave Meschke and Pastor Cory Germain. 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

19-Jun Conrad & Lorie Zoeller Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

19-Jun Robbin & Cathy Celander Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

26-Jun Memory of Char Kost   Jane Kotewa 

26-Jun Memory of Faye Draper   Jane Kotewa 

26-Jun Memory of Phyllis Betts   Jane Kotewa 

26-Jun Memory of LaSharon Osterkamp   Jane Kotewa 

3-Jul Memory of Faye Draper Starfish Cindy & Jon Anderson 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee Gretchen & Douglas Bancks 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee Marsha Donnelly 

3-Jul Memory of Faye Draper General Dolores Gronewald 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee Wanda Johnson 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Music MaryDon Kislingbury 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee John & Sherry Larson 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee Lyle & Charlene Norris 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Music Joy & Lorin Pollock 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Starfish Virginia Riedesel 

3-Jul Memory of Phyllis Betts   Pat & Randy Rowan 

3-Jul Memory of Faye Draper   Pat & Randy Rowan 

3-Jul Memory of Faye Draper Capital Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

3-Jul Memory of Char Kost Funeral Committee Margaret Weaver 

3-Jul Honor of Relay for Life Team Relay for Life Margaret Weaver 

3-Jul Memory of Phyllis Betts Music Janine & Steve Draper 

3-Jul Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

3-Jul Memory of Gin Mevissen General Les Heinrich 

10-Jul In Honor of Margo Weaver Starfish Eric & Catherine Johnson 

10-Jul Everett & Lee Hanning Anniversary Starfish Virginia Riedesel 

10-Jul Memory of Phyllis Betts Capital Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

10-Jul Memory of LaSharon Osterkamp   Margaret Weaver 

10-Jul Everett & Lee Hanning Anniversary Starfish Margaret Weaver 

17-Jul Elaine Zoeller Birthday Flowers Margaret Weaver 

17-Jul Memory of Phyllis Betts   Steve & Janine Draper 

17-Jul Memory of Norma Quiring   Steve & Janine Draper 

MEMORIALS 





HyVee and Fareway Receipts Report 
Report as of 24 July 2022 

During the last nine weeks $24,742.56 (17.16%) 
worth of Hy-Vee slips were received. 

After 14 weeks, Hy-Vee is at $34,711.21 (23.14%) 
toward the 15 th $150,000 goal. The 14th check 
has been received. 

During the same nine weeks, $6,980.37 (4.65%) 
worth of Fareway slips were received. After 81 
weeks, Fareway is at $108,722.08 (72.48%) to-
ward our 4th $150,000 goal. It will still take about 
32 weeks to reach the $150,000. 

It is interesting that the average weekly receipts 
from the prior 9 weeks to this report, Hy-Vee has 
been increased about $275 per week, while      
Fareway has decreased about $550 per week. 

This program started the first of March 2011, so 
any slips from then until now can be used. 
Thanks to those who found slips going back to 
2014 and    turning them in. They all help. Any 
Fairmont      Fareway and Hy-Vee food store reg-
ister slip can be used. Even slips from Hy-Vee 
Gas, Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy 
help us toward the goal. Thanks to all who bring/
mail the slips to the Church, or mailing them or 
dropping them off at my house. Even the very 
small amounts help. 

Reported by; 

Jim Bock 

                                  

Footprints In The Sand 
One night a man had a dream. He dreamed 

he was walking along the beach with the LORD. 
 

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 
For each scene he noticed two sets of 
footprints in the sand: one belonging 

to him, and the other to the LORD. 
 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, 
he looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

 
He noticed that many times along the path of 
his life there was only one set of footprints. 

 
He also noticed that it happened at the very 

lowest and saddest times in his life. 
 

This really bothered him and he 
questioned the LORD about it: 

 
"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow 

you, you'd walk with me all the way. 
But I have noticed that during the most 

troublesome times in my life, 
there is only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why when 
I needed you most you would leave me." 

 
The LORD replied: 

 
"My son, my precious child, 

I love you and I would never leave you. 
During your times of trial and suffering, 
when you see only one set of footprints, 

it was then that I carried you." 
Author: Carolyn Joyce Carty  

MISSION MINUTE 
At the July meeting the Mission Board chose 
the date for the fall Adopt-A-Highway clean-
up. It will be September 24th with a rain date 
of Oct 1st. 

Diaconate Board & Church Family ‘ 
Thank you all so very much for your prayers and 
support.  And to all those wonderful friends who 
took time out of their holiday weekend to serve 
lunch. We are so blessed. 
With grateful hearts we thank you all. 
 

We wish to acknowledge  
with sincere thanks  
the kind expression  
of your sympathy. 

 
The family of  
Faye Draper 

 





Cursillo Ecumenical Picnic. 

Sunday, August 14, 2O22 

at Sylvania Park.  

 Pot luck, hamburger, hot dogs and lemonade will be 

furnished. From 4:00 to 7:00.    

I Am Your Church 
I am your Church.  I am here because men of intelligence and high ideals felt that I 
would be necessary to our community life and best interests.  I am beautifully situated 
in your midst.  In the very center of your community I will be cherished as a landmark 
to those who enter my portals within the coming year.  I was built because wise men 
knew that your life would be incomplete without me.  I am your Church.  I am here to 
serve and teach the way to honesty, industry morality, and religion.  All men need me 
as they need the Christ whom I exalt.  Come worship with me and support me, with 
your presence, your influence and your prayers.    (Found in Faye Draper’s Bible)   

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL   
UCC 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC—FAIRMONT, MN 

Thank you  

Margo and  

Catherine 

 for folding 

and sealing 

the July 

Newsletters! 
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 READERS’ RECIPES 

Submitted by Ann 



Aug. 1     Tabb & Molly Meyer    43 yrs 
Aug. 3     Art & Julie Elliott     48 yrs 
Aug. 3     Dave & Cindy Huset            37 yrs 
Aug. 12   Eric & Rowena Johnson    22 yrs 
Aug. 13   Billy & Jenna McAlister    11 yrs 
 

Aug. 26   David & Deb Adams          33 yrs 
Aug. 28    Mike & Lori Thate           40 yrs 
Aug. 31    Doug & Darla Guritz          53 yrs 
Aug. 31    Cameron & Dalene Prindle     19 yrs 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC—FAIRMONT, MN 

Aug. 1  Tim Campe  
  Paige Hainy 
Aug. 2  Piper Lasch  
Aug. 4  Lance Willard 
  Byron Phillips 
Aug. 5  Darla Guritz 
  Matthew Cone  
Aug. 6  Mary Don Kislingbury 
  Bob Neusch 
  Jeff Grefe 
Aug. 7  Tyler Harder 
  Tracy Kotewa 
Aug. 8  Kris Ziemer 
Aug. 9             Britney Goerndt 
Aug. 10 John Larson 
Aug. 11 Donna Holstine 
Aug. 13 Deb Adams 
  Amanda Cain 
Aug. 15 Preston Rachuy-Davis 
Aug. 18 Mark Grotte 
Aug. 19 Abigail Anderson 
Aug. 20 Karen Cone 
Aug. 23 Alexa Steele 
Aug. 24 Art Elliott 
  T.J. Hawkins   
  Bennett Draper  
Aug. 25 Cindy Huset   
Aug. 26 Hanna Goerndt  
Aug. 27 Aubrey Lasch 
Aug. 28 Linda Meschke 
  Barb Pitcher   
Aug. 31 Ann Erdman  
  Beth Massey 
 

Happy Birthday 

HappyAnniversary 


