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Hari Om,
The Shravan month has ended and a variety of programs were celebrated at
the Hall of Worship. As the weeks roll by, we will be celebrating more
festivals including Dushera, Doll Display and Diwali. I would like to invite
each one of you to come and participate in the celebrations. Let us enjoy
the rich traditions of India even though we are thousands of miles away from
our Native soil.
In addition to the HOW activities, Mrs. Nila Patel has volunteered her time to
teach Bharatnatyam to young girls (ages 4-10) every Sunday at 11am.
Contact her at 423-636-1718 for details.
The Hall of Worship is also available on a half-day or full-day basis for
private programs such as Birthday parties, Engagement ceremonies, etc. for
a nominal fee. If the program is open to all RIACC members, such as for a
Puja or Cultural program, the Hall is provided free. If anyone is interested
in renting the Hall or in sponsoring any Puja may please contact me.
Sincerely,
Manoj Srinath
423-288-5869
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Programs [Oct-Dec 2005]
Date

Sunday
10/2/05
10/4 to
10/12
Sunday
10/9/05
Tuesday
10/11/05

Time

Event

11:00am RIACC General Body Meeting (Pot-luck lunch)
6:30pm

Doll Display

11:00am Durga Pooja / Sunderkand Path
6:30pm

Garba Raas

Hall of Worship
Committee

Sunday
10/16/05

Mr. Ashok Gala (Chairman)

Thursday
10/20/05

5:00pm

Karva Chauth Pooja (No dinner program)

Wednesday
11/02/05

6:30pm

Laxmi Pooja (Everyone is welcome to participate)

Dr. Manoj Srinath
Dr. Puneet Goenka
Dr. Rekha Kumar
Mrs. Rama Sharma
Regular HOW Hours:
Sun 11am-1pm
(Aarti 12:30pm)
Wed 6:30pm-8pm.
(Aarti 7:30pm)

11:00am Sharad Poornima / Satyanarayan Katha (Sponsored
by Rama Sharma)

Sunday
11/06/05

11:00am Diwali / Annakoot (Everyone is requested to bring
prasadam)

Sunday
11/13/05

11:00am Poornima / Satyanarayan Katha

Wednesday
12/14/05

6:30pm

Poornima / Satyanarayan Katha
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Second RIACC Fund Raising Event
On July 31st , 2005 RIACC had its second highly successful Fund Raising Event at the Hall of Worship.
Members will remember our first such function held last August which featured South Indian Cuisine.
This year we had North Indian Cuisine. Rama Sharma ably supported by other RIACC ladies,
choreographed this year’s event. Apart from the many RIACC members who turned up, we were glad to
see some Americans partake of the delicacies dished out. The four course meal priced at a nominal $5
consisted of:
Chole prepared by Kalyani Gupta and Rama Sharma
Bhature prepared by a coterie of Indian women
Salad prepared by Varsha Delwadia
Gulab Jamun prepared by a group headed by Pragna Mehta
Pulav prepared by Rama Gupta, Rekha Kumar and Varsha.
Curd prepared by Veena Srinath.
We would like to add that these items were not just prepared but were prepared with a lot of love and
affection.
Indian Masala tea topped off the afternoon fare.
A total of $750 was collected during the evening. Rama Sharma and her troupe deserve kudos for doing
an exceptional job.
What next can we expect? How about West Indian Cuisine? Pragna Mehta start planning!
The fund raising event was preceded by an entertaining session of bhajans and stories narrated by
Maharaj Hari Bhai Popat who came all the way from Mumbai to bless the congregation. Hari Bhai is a
perfectionist and timed his presentation to end exactly at 12:30 pm. He told a very interesting story of a
king and his pradhan mantri. The king cut his finger while sharpening his sword. His Pradhan Mantri or
Prime Minister was in the habit of saying that whatever happens is ordained by God and is for our own
good. On seeing the king lose his finger he exclaimed that by the grace of God the king had lost his
finger. The king got mad at the insensitivity of his lieutenant and fired him on the spot.
After that incidence, the king was going on a hunting trip and got separated from his retinue and
wandered into the neighboring empire. As it happened that empire was suffering from a drought and was
looking for a person to sacrifice at the altar to appease the gods so that rains may set in. While they
were looking for a suitable man to sacrifice at the altar, they came across our lost king. They captured
him and took him to the sacrificial pyre. The head priest inspected the king before sacrificing him and
noticed that one of his fingers was missing. He told his own emperor, “We cannot offer this man because
he is deficient of a part of his limb. Let him go and let’s find another man!”
So the king of our neighboring kingdom was set free. He thanked his stars and expressed his
indebtedness to his old Pradhan Mantri and requested him to pardon his behavior. The king realized that
had he not fired his Prime Minister, the Prime Minister would have been with him and would have been
sacrificed in lieu of the king. Thus he realized the Pradhan Mantri was indeed right when he claimed that
what happens is for our own good and is so ordained by God.
The moral of the story: Don’t be miffed by small turbulences in this life. Everything that happens to us is
ultimately for our own good. So never be mad at small set backs. God is testing us.
Email Updates: If you would like to receive email updates on HOW activities, please submit your email address to how@riacc.us. Please add how@riacc.us to your address book to ensure receipt of the emails.
HOW Maintenance Update: A much needed addition to the HOW infrastructure has been setup — there is a
garbage dumpster on the HOW property. A big thank you to all committee members who made this happen.
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Ranjani Shines Again!
What would you do if you could spend three months in India for a summer
vacation? If you are like me you would say “I will travel extensively in India,
Nepal and Sri Lanka and explore all the many places worth visiting. Eat food
in all the famous restaurants and stay in five star hotels”
Ranjani and her mother Bhavani Murthy had just that opportunity and guess
what they or more specifically Ranjani did? She trained for Arangetram for 2
to 3 hours every day for three months under the watchful eyes of her gurus
Miss Bhanumati and Smt. Sheela Chandrasekhar. Again if you are like me
you would show your ignorance and ask “What is this Arangetram?” Bhavani
tells me it is graduation in Bharatanatyam style of classical dancing. As you
might well expect, Ranjani did a one and a half hour program with a live
orchestra on August 7, 2005 in Bangalore, as the capstone part of her
achievement, and graduated with flying colors.
Miss Bhanumathi happens to be the guru of Ranjani’s mother Bhavani. Miss
Bhanumathi along with Ranjani’s other guru Smt. Sheela Chandrasekhar
had performed in Kingsport in October 2004 with the troupe, Bharatanjali.
Sri P. Praveen Kumar, a well known dancer, and head of Chitkala School of Dance in Bangalore had this
to say about Ranjani’s performance:
“A fabulous performance. Your stances, your abhinaya & the overall impact looked more like a seasoned
dancer. It was a pleasure watching you, the ease & the intensity with which you performed, your ability
to transmit through various emotions.”
In addition, Sri Shridhar and Smt. Anuradha the Chief Guests at Ranjani’s function, commented as
follows:
“Ranjani’s performance indicated dedication, her technique was neat… a very refined concert. We were
surprised to see this quality from a budding dancer trained in US. We heartily congratulate Ranjani and
her sincere approach and her parents for inculcating refined sensibilities in their daughter.”
We have mixed emotions for Bhavani, Ranjani and Ravindra Murthy. While we are happy to see Ranjani
attain greater heights we are sorry for ourselves. Their family will be moving out of our gentle hills of
east Tennessee shortly. We sure will miss the professional caliber Bharatanatyam dances that we had
come to expect right here in our neck of the woods. But then perhaps we can take solace in reading
about their achievements in the newspapers for years to come. RIACC wishes them all the best.

Shop Online and Save!!
www.swadeshistore.com — At swadeshistore.com we bring you a complete global
shopping experience. Premium Quality of Products, Market Competitive Prices backed
up with Great Customer Service. Products Appliances/ Art / Books / Electronics /
Computers / Home and Garden / Women's apparels / Yoga

www.dialworld.com — Phone cards with GREAT rates anywhere in world
www.Nopins.com — Save on Call any time Anywhere.

Hyper Mobility - Make calls from
your home, business, or cell phone. Ultra Flexibility - One Account can share up to eight phone
numbers No Contracts - No Additional Fees - One Minute Billing -Rechargeable - 24 X 7 X 365
PINless Dialing - Store up to nine speed dial numbers to use with your account Transparency - Online
Call Detail Records (CDR's)——TRY IT FREE

Pragati inc Email: Sales@dialworld.com ● Tel: 1-800-463-9152

(Advertisement)
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RIACC Hall of Worship
P.O. Box 411
Kingsport, TN 37662

Please visit our website for updated Program information - http://www.riacc.us
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY
Marriages


Dr Deep Bhattacharya (Kingsport, TN) with Satorupa Mukherji (Kolkata, India) on 31st July, 2005 in Kolkata, India
Special Recognitions



Amit Kumar (Kingsport, TN) on completion of the Masters of Business Administration (MBA) program from Duke
University, North Carolina



Marsha Girish—St Mary’s School, Johnson City, TN (11 yrs old, d/o Dr Mirle & Shanti Girish) received the following:
President's Award for outstanding education excellence; National physical fitness award (for achievement in national physical
fitness test); Accelerated reader award for reading highest average book level in the fifth grade; Accelerated Reader award for scoring
highest number of points in the fifth grade; Best Altar Server achievement award; Most trustworthy person award in 5th grade;
Based on Marsha’s IOWA test scores, she got eligibility to take the Duke University’s Talent Identification test (TIPS) exam. Not
only did she do well in academia, but here are her achievements in sports: 2nd Place Individual Championship Medal at the 2005
(8/13/2005) Annual IRON-KIDS Triathlon (swim, bike and run) competition at the Ridgefields country club, Kingsport, TN; 2nd
Place Individual High point trophy at the 2005 East Tennessee Summer swim league championship Meet held on July 30th, 2005



Vivek Girish (6 yrs old, s/o Dr Mirle & Shanti Girish): Gold Medal in Tai Kwon Do Sparring Competition in the Tennessee
State Regional Championship Tournament held in Knoxville, TN.
Submit any significant events in your family to how@riacc.us for publication in the next newsletter.

Directions to the Hall of Worship:
From Johnson City - Take I-181 (I-26) towards Kingsport. Take Exit 49 (Rock Springs Exit). Take a left on the RAMP and see below
From Kingsport: Take I-181 towards Johnson City. Take exit 49 (Rock Springs Exit). Take a Right on the RAMP and see below
Drive about quarter of a mile and make a left turn on to Westfield Road, immediately after the Power building. Drive about half a mile and
keep right on the fork onto Westfield place, the third building on the left is Hall of Worship.

