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FERRIS O. MAKI
BRIMSON, MN
Ferris Maki received his draft notice for
the US Army in 1970. He was sent to
North Carolina for basic training, then to
Kentucky for training on the Armored
Personnel Carriers. As this was 1970, he
received orders for Vietnam after training.
There he was assigned to an Air Calvary
unit and they conducted many duties such
as search & rescue, search & destroy,
escorting the movement of supplies, and
guard duty. Many times when supplies
were being delivered, Ferris’s unit would
establish the perimeter for the safety of
the choppers. (Perimeter is placing yourself between the base unit and the enemy).
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Ferris remembers one time being back at
base camp, they were entertained live by
the 70’s Rock Group "Three Dog Night".
There wasn’t many opportunities like this
as most of the time the unit was in the
jungles and country side chasing and engaging the enemy. Ferris chose to extend his
tour in Vietnam so he could be discharged
when he got back state side. This extension
did not make his dad very happy. He
wanted his son home. He was discharged
in 1971, but traveling home did not bring a
lot of good memories as he and fellow
veterans were continually harassed by war
protesters.
Getting back home to Brimson he worked
different jobs for a while and then was hired
by the St Louis County Hwy Dept. where
he eventually retired. Ferris enjoyed time
with friends, fishing, riding motorcycles
and just having some fun, but he struggled
with memories of the war. He worked
through the bad times with the support of
his wife Joyce, family and friends. He
deals with some physical complications
today, but says each day is brighter when he
is with his grandkids.
Ferris received many battle and unit
decorations (See photo above). Soldiers go
where they are directed and soldiers do
what they are told, SP4 Ferris O. Maki
served his country with honor – thank you.
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