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We as a nation have just finished celebrating Thanksgiving, and a majority of Americans are now rushing
into a shopping frenzy as we prepare for Christmas gift-giving later this month. Our culture typically refers
to this time of year as the holiday season. Have you ever stopped to wonder what is meant by this term
‘Holiday?’
The word itself comes from the Old English version of Holy Day, which would have been a day consecrated as a major religious festival, regarded with or deserving a deep respect, awe, reverence and adoration
of God. A Holy Day was identified by the church and dedicated to a specific saint or feast. People would take time off
from their labors to rest and engage in religious observance. Over the years, this practice lost its religious significance
and the term “Holy Day” evolved into “holiday” which meant a day
of freedom from work set aside for leisure and recreation. A holiday
would have been designated by law or custom to commemorate a
specific event.
Such is the case with our national holidays such as Thanksgiving,
July Fourth, Veteran’s Day, etc. The concept and practice of holiday
has been further expanded in some countries to mean the equivalent
of our word vacation, hence individuals have their own personal Dec 4 8:30 & 10:30 Morning Prayer
9:30 Breakfast
holiday whenever they take time off work to go on a trip. People in
the United States, however, do not use the word holiday as a synDec 11 8:30 & 10:30 Holy Eucharist
onym for vacation, we continue to view it as a nationally recognized
day of remembrancethat typically includes a recreational component
Dec 18 9:00 Breakfast
and a day off from work usually without any religious connotation.
10:00 Lessons & Carols with choir
For the most part this structure works well, but tension does arise
* Greening of the Church after coffee hour
when society borrows a specific Holy Day from a particular religious tradition and makes it a Holiday. This is exactly the situation Dec 24 Christmas Eve (Saturday)
we encounter with Christmas. Long before European explorers set
6:00 pm Family Service Holy Eucharist
foot on the North American continent, Christians had been celebrat10:30 pm Holy Eucharist
ing the birth of Christ as a holy day, but as our country grew and
developed, this religious holy day was absorbed into the collective Dec 25 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
conscious, and it became a nationally recognized holiday.
An entire myth of Santa Claus living at the North Pole with elves Jan 1 8:30 & 10:30 Morning Prayer
to make toys for deserving children which would be delivered on
Christmas by Santa and his reindeer permeated the culture. Many Tuesday Worship
fun and romantic songs have sprung up to support this legend and a Dec 13 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
tradition of decorating, gatherings, parties and gift giving to family
Hope Nursing Center
and friends has blossomed.
Now this is all well and good and my guess is that all of us cele- Dec 20 6:30 pm Candlelight Compline
7:00 pm Bible Study
brate Christmas in this manner. I will confess that I enjoy this Holiday Season very much. But let’s be clear, this is purely a secular
celebration of a national holiday that has developed over time.
Wednesday Worship
The challenge for us Christians is to maintain a balance between Dec 7 & Dec 14
the national holiday and the original religious observance of Christ’s
10:00 am Bible Study
birth as a Holy Day within our tradition. This may be a difficult un11:45 am Holy Eucharist
dertaking because we are bombarded with cultural messages, which
6:30 pm Candlelight Compline
7:00 pm Bible Study
promote the holiday side of Christmas.
-continued on page 4
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Where Do We Go From Here?

Some folks are angry. Many feel hurt, afraid and betrayed. Others are struggling with what to say - how
to explain - to children, grandchildren, or friends in countries around the world about the results of the
2016 presidential election. Clearly, there are folks who are joyful; people who feel gratified, confident and
maybe even vindicated. Others are excitedly sharing with their progeny that the democratic process works.
The gift of our free society is that we reinforce the inevitability that there will be winners and losers
every time we go to the ballot box. The difference this time is that the rhetoric of the campaign was particularly ugly and divisive. The tenor of the now completed election cycle cannot be condoned. It is time
to move beyond it.
Michelle Obama said, "our motto is: when they go low, we go high". She and President Obama understand that our children and our grandchildren are watching us. My own grandparents used to put it this
way; "little pictures have big ears," meaning that what adults say/do is heard/absorbed by the younger generation. Thus, our leadership
matters! What we say and do, matters! How we respond in adversity and in blessing will witness to those who must lead in the future.
While another of the gifts of our free society is the right to protest, let our protests be tools to promote justice for all and not weapons
that further divide. The protesters who gather in cities across our nation remind us of our strength as a community, as well as the
fragility of our humanity. We must cautiously and intentionally seek to separate the right to peaceful and lawful protest from our
anger and upset, and, ashamedly for some, our susceptibility to be drawn into violent acts when we feel unheard.
In the church, we have a set of guiding principles to help us remember the correct path forward. The baptismal covenant asks:
"will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself"; and, "will you strive for justice and peace among
all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?" We respond to each question: "I will, with God's help."
Politicians and their promises are not our holy grail! Our savior is the loving Christ. In Christ, we are called to seek, support and
respect justice, peace and the inherent human dignity of all. That was our call before the election; that is our call immediately
following the election; that is our call tomorrow and beyond.
My friends, we all must get beyond our grief and our elations. We must work together in Christ for the sake of one another. We
must come to embrace the motto of our First Family: "when they go low, we go high."
Be a positive witness for good for the next generations and know that you do not walk alone: you walk with Jesus.
Blessings,
+Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., Bishop

This feature highlights a St. John’s parishioner sharing an experience
of a miracle in her/his life. We as Christians believe that God is active
in the world and through our lens of faith we see miracles happen all
the time. Please consider sharing one of your miracle stories with us!
It may be a simple, ordinary event or something more involved, but it
is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story, is submitted by Gail McDonald
Our St. Veronica chapter of Daughters of the King experienced a miracle last February. During our monthly meeting
Sue Parker was giving her report on our service project, which is to provide a bucket filled with cleaning supplies to
mothers and their children when they are ready to leave the homeless shelter on Michigan Avenue and go to their
own home. Sue is one of the hardest-working parishioners at St. John’s so it is no surprise that she has given so much
of her time and effort to this project. In order to keep costs to a minimum, Sue would go to the local Tim Horton’s
to collect their empty icing buckets. Then she would spend a great deal of time scrubbing the remaining icing from
inside the buckets so she could fill them with cleaning supplies. We did some brainstorming for ideas on how to
reduce the amount of time and effort Sue was putting into procuring and scrubbing the buckets. Gail MacDonald
went to Lowe’s Home Improvement store on Warren Road, spoke with the manager about possibly giving us a deal
on their blue five-gallon buckets. The manager, Jenn, asked how many we use in a year and gave us free of charge
25 buckets. Gail was grateful for Lowe’s generosity and delivered the buckets to St. John’s. The next day Sue Parker
called Gail to tell her that she had received a phone call from her connection to Tim Horton’s who told Sue the icing
buckets were no longer available, as the donut restaurant would be receiving their icing in plastic bags! Sue and Gail
shared their story with the Daughters at our March meeting and we all agreed that we were beneficiaries of this miracle! v

Images from Fr. Steve’s Trip to the Holyland
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Holidays or Holy Days? continued from page one
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The Christmas season has become so commercialized that our economy relies heavily on the populace spending a great deal of
money during these weeks leading up to Christmas. Don’t most of us feel pressured this time of year to shop, clean, cook, decorate,
entertain and manage the needs and wants of our loved ones to the the point of exhaustion?
I hear every year how many people feel overwhelmed by the physical, emotional and financial demands of the whole Holiday
Season and how they can’t wait for it to be all over. In addition, we often realize during all this preparation and celebrating that
we have missed or neglected the spiritual and religious observances all together. Does any of this sound familiar?
In recent years, the push to separate the holiday from the holy day has increased as we wrestle with a familiar greeting. Do you
say “Happy Holidays” or “Merry Christmas?” I find myself saying happy holidays to people I do not know and reserving the
phrase Merry Christmas for people I do know and for others I meet within the context of some religious function or event.
This distinction helps me remember the difference between a holiday and a holy day, and it also helps me respect others who
do not share my Christian background and do not celebrate the holy day of Christ’s birth. Another way I maintain the balance between these two competing celebrations is to engage in some Advent practices such as having a wreath with candles in my home
that I light while I take some time to read scripture or do some other spiritual practice.
Giving of time, talent and treasure to a particular ministry or program is another way to express the faith component of Advent
and of course there are all the communal worship services to attend. For Christians, it is not a matter of choosing between the two
different styles of Christmas celebrations. We may embrace both the holiday and the holy day traditions that have been handed
down to us. Knowing the difference between the two and finding the proper balance between them is the key.
May God bless each of us with peace and joy during this holiday season as we await and prepare for the coming of Jesus on this
most holy day of Christmas.
Blessings, Fr. Steve

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
Thanks to two of our
Outreach Angels
(Angela Hamblin & Cindy
Fowler) who organized this
project and to all who
donated, shopped & are
wrapping presents!

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

December 8, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in on
Sunday, December 4

DECEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR

Dec 4
Dec 11

SUNDAY
Daughters of the King 12 pm
Vestry Mtg. at the Godbout’s Home, 3-6 pm
(38639 Alma Lane, Westland MI 48185)

WEDNESDAYS: December 7, 14 & 21 at 9:00 am
Senior Exercise Class - Social Hall (free will donation)

parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi
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