At some point in your life, 


I would guess that you have heard this little riff.  



Bud damp pa dumpa, da, da, Bud damp pa dumpa pa, 



“I've got the power.”  

This break through song of the 90s 


was an anthem for many different events.  



Not least, 




my high school basketball warm up play list.  

It embodies people realizing that they have more ability 


than they once realized.

In our text today, 


the possession and source of such power 



is the question of this first interrogation of the disciples.  

But it is no different 


than the interrogation that they just completed recently 



with Jesus of Nazareth.  


By what source do you teach, 



and perform miracles?  

The answer in both cases was Jesus 


or the name of Jesus.  

This highlights a basic reality for Christians.  


Most of the time, 



our dependence and trust in Jesus 




is going to meet resistance from the powers that be.  


The only time this will not happen, 



is if the powers that be 




are the Triune God.  


Otherwise, 



the resistance is going to be immediate and constant.  



Even from the organizations that represent God, 




there is going to be push back.  

The question is why?  


Why would the Chief Priest resist.  


Why today would the Pope 



or Denominational powers push back?  

The answer has two sides, 


but the same root cause.  



We humans are sinful, 



we are going to act outside of God's will at times.  


This is the root cause.  

Now the sides.  


Our sinfulness means 



that others are going to either think that they are hearing God 




in a way that God is not speaking 



or those in power 




are going act in ways that are not in line with God's desire.  



They are doing their best as they understand it, 




but that brokenness of our humanity gets in the way nonetheless.  


Sin does not give you a pass if you trying your best.  



It is ready to stand in the way 




any and every time it can.

Peter highlights this again 


to the powers holding he and John for questioning.  



“It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 




whom you crucified 




but whom God raised from the dead, 





that this man stands before you healed. 


He is “ ‘the stone you builders rejected, 




which has become the capstone.’



Salvation is found in no one else, 




for there is no other name under heaven given to men 





by which we must be saved.” 

This is great news for all!  

This is life changing news for even the High Priest.  


But it is rejected.  


Why would they reject it?  

Because it would mean 


that the power that they had is now changed.  

With a preliminary examination, 


it would mean a reduction in influence and prestige.  



Moving from High Priest of God 



to servant of Jesus is a hard sell.  

The aristocracy and  priesthood know that they have a good thing going.  


So why would they give it up 



for this new movement that has not proven itself?  


What is it offering that 



they don't already have?  


What are we offering as the church 



that people don't already have?

The Way of Jesus,

Peter and John,


are offering the Messiah, 


the Christ, 


the Anointed One 



who takes away the sins of the world.  

The Priest, Sadducees, and Pharisees 


are offering the hope of the Messiah coming.  

If they acknowledge Jesus as who Jesus claimed to be, 


what has kept them in place for the last century plus 



disappears.  

What they have had to offer 


becomes pointless.  

All of their influence disappears.  

What is more, 


the hope they were offering, 



they rejected.  

It is a really bad move politically in the moment.  

Not in view of eternity, 


but we tend to live in the moment.

With Peter's bold speech sitting in their lap, 


Luke explores the way that the power tries 



to eliminate the challenge of this movement 




starting in verse 13.  

Is there credibility to be challenged?  


They are unschooled and ordinary men.  



So how can they speak of the things of God?  

No rabbinical training.  


But, they walked with Jesus.  



This is not book learning,




 this is street knowledge, 




life knowledge.  



Their is no doubt in Peter and John's mind 




about what they are speaking about.  



They have lived it.  



They have lived it to the point 




that they have healed a man lame since birth, 




for the last 40 years, 





and healed him that morning on the way into worship.  


The man is standing right there.

This moves the interrogators to “plan B.”  


We use our authority and power to counteract it.  

Yes, 


everyone in Jerusalem knows, 



but if we don't sanction it, 



if we don't permit it, 




we will carry the day.  

This is the lack of humility of the leadership coming to the surface.  


We are an institution, 



who would dare stand up to us?  


We command you to not speak 



or teach in the name of Jesus.  

The disciples can do all kinds of healings if they want.  


But don't do it in the name of this Jesus.  

In any other name, 


there is room for the religious authorities to take credit.  

They had not killed any other prophets themselves lately, 


assuming they were not part of John the Baptist's demise.  

So they could frame the news of the healings 


as God is on the move, 


repent, 


for the Messiah is near.  

The thing that they don't want to hear is, 


God is on the move through Jesus 



who we helped crucify, 


the one that fulfills what we claimed the Messiah would do.  

Self preservation is at play here.

Since Peter and John, 


who themselves denied Jesus, 

but have been willing to repent, 


can not deny what Jesus did for them, 



they give these powerful words in verse 19 and 20, 


““Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight 



to obey you 



rather than God. 


For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

This call to judge is a command to the highest court in the land.  


The ones who just misjudged Jesus.  

You discern for yourselves what you should do.  


But as for Peter and John, 



they are driven to speak about what they have seen and heard.

This response brings us to the question the church has been wrestling with ever since.  


How do we balance out the power of our human government 



with the call of God?  

Jesus said, 


“Give to Caesar what is Caesars.”  

But concluded with, 


“Give to God what is God's.”  

Paul encouraged the Roman church in 13:1, 


“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, 



for there is no authority except that which God has established.”  

In 1 Peter 2:13, 


we hear Peter tell the church, 



“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake 




to every authority instituted among men:.”  

But Peter in chapter 3 


acknowledges that the government can be off.  

So he says, 


“It is better, 



if it is God’s will, 




to suffer for doing good 




than for doing evil.”  

Now in his discussion of what God's will is, 


he commands the people to set Jesus up as Christ and Lord in their hearts.  

That will help them interact with their civil authorities appropriately.

We live in a world that struggles to even determine what is good 


and whether something only affects us 


or the people around us.  

On first glance, 


the civil authorities request seems pretty benign.  

Still go and do good, 


heal people, 



just don't use Jesus' name.  


Do this 



and you will have no qualms with us.  

The only problem with following this request is, 


it would have stopped the spread of Christianity to the world.  

The book of Acts would end right here, 


as would have the rest of the New Testament.  


Complying would have harmed billions 



throughout the history of the world, 




including you and me.  

So the question we need to be asking 


to discern well 



is not only 




“will this harm someone?”  



We also need to ask, 




“Will this prevent God's goodness from coming upon someone?”

Upon their release, 


they return to the other believers 


and continue doing what they have been doing.  



Sharing what God has done 



and is doing in their midst.  

They also use the scripture they had at that time 


to see what God was doing, 



using Psalm 2.  


Governments are going to act in vain to try and stop the will of God.  


They remember they are to 



“serve the Lord with fear 



and rejoice with trembling.”

With this text in mind, 


we hear their prayer.  

It is worthy to note, 


they do not pray for the challenges or threats to stop.  


They did not ask God to change other people, 



they asked God to change them, 



to give them even more boldness 




and courage to speak with.  



Give them healing hands to do great works in Jesus' name.  

Part of the reason that they don't ask for the persecution to stop is, 


they have seen that God used the persecution 



to bring about the world changing work of new life in Jesus.  


Without Pilate and Herod conspiring, 



Jesus would not have been crucified 



and then he would not have been raised three days later.  

Time and again, 


as hard times come upon this country, 



we pray and hope 




that this will be what will shake people out of their placidity.  



We forget to pray that we, 




the followers of Jesus might be more bold 




and do the work that will proclaim Jesus' name to the world.

If we were to do so, 


we might find our world shaken 


and ourselves filled anew with the Holy Spirit 



and speaking the word of God boldly.  

May we learn how to pray 


as trials continue to come about in our lives 


and our world.

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in
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