Newsletter of the
2026 Arrants St. ╬ Selma, CA 93662

AUGUST 1, 2018
Edition LXII, No. 8
“So with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts,
strive to excel in them for building up the church”
-1 Corinthians 14:12

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

First Christian Church of Selma

Friday, August 3, 2018
4:30 PM—6:30 PM
Menu: Spaghetti, green beans, roll and peach cobbler
Dinner tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased by
contacting any church member,
church office (896-2691) or John Terry (559-917-2307)
Additional Prepaid and pre-ordered peach cobblers will be available
the same time and date for $12 each.

Drive down the alley behind the church for pick-up only!
2026 Arrants St., Selma, CA 93662

Ice Cream Social
& Concert
Sunday, August 19, 2018
At First Christian Church,
6:30 PM
On the church lawn
(bring your own chairs or blanket)

REV. MINION
So, this happened.
I posted a thing on Facebook that said, in its essence,
“Sometimes the thing that is lawful is not the thing that is just.” I
had posted several similar things, but this particular one upset a
friend, who thought it meant that I was calling the President a
Nazi. Since that is absolutely not what I meant, I explained what I
did mean, and my friend accepted my explanation. A third person
commented that she understood my reasons for posting the thing,
but felt I was far too soft in my opinions, then attacked my friend
personally. As I will not accept this sort of behavior on my page, I
deleted the hateful comment and blocked that person. Sadly, my
friend, the person I was defending by deleting the ugliness, chose to unfriend me.
We are living in a time when two people holding different opinions cannot discuss
those differences civilly. And even on those increasingly rare occasions when two people
can politely agree to disagree, other people will dog pile on the side they oppose and make
any sort of conversation impossible. This is so sad, and such a commentary on the terrible
divide that has grown up, not just in our country, but around the world. Even in the so-called
“debates” between candidates for political office in every nation, we are seeing far more in
the way of personal attacks and far less reasoned discussion of actual issues. This, I’m told
is simply the way the world is today, and I must accept it.
Actually - no. I do not have to accept this. Paul said to the church in Rome,
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
I’m pretty sure the will of God does not call for us to speak hatefully to or about one
another at any time, for any reason. Rather, the will of God is that we are to love one
another as we love ourselves. The will of God is that we treat one another as we, ourselves,
wish to be treated. If someone is angry at us, we should seek to be reconciled, for Jesus
said, " if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your
gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come
and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24)
If we are truly to be Christ followers, let us leave behind the ways of the world. Let us
stop allowing the anger that surrounds us to guide us in our own behavior. Let us instead
seek to find the good in everyone, embrace the Christ in everyone, so that all the world may,
through our individual efforts, be reconciled in God’s grace.
Peace, Pastor Maria

August is here and I can hardly believe it. Summer always seems to go by so quickly. Over
the next couple of weeks school will begin again for all involved; the teachers, the students
and the parents/guardians. That also means that our youth groups will start meeting again
on a regular basis.
During the month of August, I will be working to determine how many youth or young adults
we have in each of three age groups. Chi Rho is for youth in grades 6 through 8. CYF is for
youth in grades 9 through 12. Young Adults is for those aged 18 to 30. Those categories are
somewhat flexible, however, so please let me know if you know anyone who is interested in
joining one of the groups.
I will also be working to determine the best day and time for each group to meet, so again, if
you know of anyone who is interested, please have them contact me so that I can work with
their schedule.
I’m also looking for volunteers who would be willing to help with one or more of the groups.
Each group typically has its own “personality” so we can work together to see what works for
anyone who is interested. You can volunteer to help every week, once a month, once a
quarter, or whatever works for you.
Please be praying for me and for the youth and young adults involved in our program this
year. I am looking forward to a great year.
Leah Torosian

Esther and Miriam Groups will be taking a break
during the summer months and will resume
again in September.

This group is open to everyone to join. If your hungry and
want to chat with friends, or make new friends, please
join the Lunch Bunch
Thursday, August 2nd
11:30 AM
Max’s Brunch House Café
(1957 High St., Selma)
Thursday, August 16th
11:30 AM
Rice Bowl
(488 E. 6th St., Hanford)

‘FROLIC in the FOREST ’ is going to be FANTASTIC !
ALL CHURCH FAMILY CAMP
Aug. 31st thru Sep. 1st-2nd,2018
FEES:
Family/household cap
Campers (13 and up)
$60 per camper $160 (2 campers w/2 children [6-12])
Children (6-12)
$30 per child
$185 (2 campers w/3 children [6-12])
Children (5 and under) free
$210 (3 campers w/2 children [6-12], or an
appropriate cap based on circumstance.)
Day Use: Campers (13 and up):
$30
Children (6-12):
$18
Camp Closing Workers:
$10 (Food Fee—overnight fee waived in
Exchange for work)
Contact the church office for registration forms.

Sponsored by Community UCC, Fresno

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Please keep Betty Baker's great-niece, Payton Amaguer, in your prayers. After a seizure
she was admitted to Valley Children's. She will have an MRI to help them figure out what is
going on.
Continue to pray for Alan Langstraat, as he gets stronger from the recent cough from lung
congestion causing him to feel weak. They gave him steroids and antibiotics and he is
feeling better.
Dear First Christian,
Many thanks to my church family for all the prayers, visits, and food! We are so blessed.
Come see us any time, we love company. Thank you, thank you, Nancy McGuyer

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all the following ladies for their generous gift of providing food for
Margaret Langstraat’s funeral reception
Marsha Staley, Jennifer Earle, Janice Baker,
Betty Baker, Becky Moreno, Bonnie Murray,
Vonnie Murray, Marian Clifton, Jane Ono, Dawn Linhoff,
Liz Thornburg, and Pat Adams.
The reception was beautifully decorated and food served by the following:
Marian Clifton, Liz Thornburg, Bonnie Murray,
Jennifer Earle, Dawn Linhoff and Pat Adams
Thank you again, The Langstraat Family

Thank you faithful supporters!
Distribution days are the first and third Thursdays
at the S.M.A.R.T .Center!
During the month of
July there was only one distribution day, and
there were 53 bags of food given out

Directory update:
Becky Moreno
3705 Mulberry St.
Selma, CA 93662

H# 559-970-7727
C# 559-819-0582
Moreno3705@comcoast.net

Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in July these funds have accrued in the following accounts:

New Building Fund
$ 2,774.88
Youth Fund Donations
450.00
FCC Camp Scholarships
240.00
SSJ Camp Scholarships
150.00
Choir Fund
1,200.00
Organ Fund
483.00
Food Pantry
2,990.00
General Fund Fundraiser
522.00
Kairos Fundraiser
450.00

August
03 ............................. Vivian Williams;
Nathan Stellpflug; Cameron Wells
07 ............................. Betty Baker
14 ............................. Jessica Williams
17 ............................. Efrain Vasquez
18 ............................. Dee Anne Douville
19 ............................. Karen Blanchard
20 ............................. Jorge Flores
21 ............................. Joan Schlesing
24 ............................. Nicholas Schales
27 ............................. Diane Stewart;
Adriana Cortes
31 ............................. Jonah Linhoff

Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
AUGUST 2018
THURSDAY, 8/2
7:45 AM
Food Pantry
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch @ Max’s

SUNDAY, 8/19
6:30 PM
Concert and Ice Cream Social on
FCC’s lawn

(1957 High St., Selma)

FRIDAY, 8/3
4:30—6:30 PM
Spaghetti Fundraiser at FCC
Drive Thru and pick-up
SUNDAY, 8/5
8:00 AM
Elders Meeting
SUNDAY, 8/12
12:00 PM
Board Meeting
THURSDAY, 8/16
7:45 AM
Food Pantry
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch @ Rice Bowl
(488 E. 6th St., Hanford)

6:00 PM
Church Extension Dinner at
Parsonage—All Leaders encouraged to
attend.

SATURDAY, 8/25
10 AM
Bringing Broken Neighborhoods Back
To Life Event at Ringo Park
(2001 Mitchel Ave., Selma)

FRIDAY, 8/31-9/2
Memorial Weekend
Frolic in the Forest—All Church
Family Camp. Sponsered by
Community UCC, Fresno

SERVING IN

August

GREETER(S)

PRESIDER(S)

8/05: Marsha Staley
8/12: OPEN
8/19: Jennifer Earle
8/26: OPEN

Leah Torosian
Michael Gutierrez
Janice Baker
Cassandra Cabral &
Jorge Flores

ELDERS
8/05:
8/12:
8/19:
8/26:

OFFERING
Alan Langstraat
John Terry
Kathleen Schales
Dave Highbaugh

COMMUNION
Kathleen Schales
Dave Highbaugh
Hugh Adams
Debbie Brown

LOCK-UP: Hugh Adams
(Prep)
8/05: Marsha Staley
8/12: Liz Thornburg
8/19: Nick Luna
8/26: Cassandra Cabral

DEACONS
Tina Ritchie
Jane Ono
Katie F. Schales
Christian Cabral

Denae Vargas
Daniel Acevedo
Haley Stump
Efrain Vasquez

Anna Armstrong
Clarissa Zarate
Karen Blanchard
Dawn Linhoff

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES

FOR

AUGUST

BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
8/05: Psalm 51:1-12 (NRSV) “Forsaking the Old Ways”
8/12: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 (CEB) “Embracing the New”
8/19: Ephesians 5:15-20 (CEB) “Getting high on God”
8/26: Ephesians 6:10-20 (CEB) “Standing Our Ground”

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

7/1:
7/8:
7/15:
7/22:
7/29:

27
42
38
28
34

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .................. Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2018) .............. April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2018) ............................ Alan Langstraat
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ....................... Leah Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

