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The Nativity of the Lord

Ngay 25.thang 12
“'nam 2020

“Din ldn buédc trong bong 16i da thay sw sang lon, va sw sang da
chiéu trén nhiing ké é xir thujc vé bong ciia sw chét.” (E sai 9:1).

Kinh Chiic Mimg Pai L& Chua Giang Sinh dén quy Ong Ba, Anh Chj Em.

Trong bau khi thiéng heng, cung cac Kito6 hiru trén thé gioi, chung ta don mu’ng
ky niém Con Chiia xu6ng thé lam ngu(n Nhin lai nim 2020, v&i nhiéu bién c6,
trong d6 co dai dich Covid 19 dang xay ra cho nhén loai, va mot trong nhung
cau hoi dugc dét ra: “Thién Chua nhan tr, day quyen nang cua chung ta dang o
déu, trong khi biét bao dau thuong, bao luc, ap buc, khon khod xay ra. Cudc
song cua nhleu ngucn bi ¢6 1ap, bi cha dap, trong d6 c6 céc thai nhi khong tleng
n6i hodc nhiéu ngudi gia nua, c6 don dang 1am 1dii trong bong tdi cta cudc
doi?”

Str diép Tién Tri E-sai cach day hon 2000 nim d4 mang dén niém hy vong cho
dan di trong t6i tam. St di¢p hy vong d6 chinh 1a Dirc Giésu Gidng Sinh tai
Bélem cling dugc mang dén cho con nguoi trong thé gl(n hom nay. Ngai chinh
1a Anh Sang ch1eu soi, giup nhan loai tim duoc tinh yéu, hy vong, binh an, niém
vui. Ngai di dén véi chung ta trong than phan mot tré so sinh, dugc sinh ha noi
hang bo ltra cung v6i cha me Ngai 1a Drc Trinh Nt Maria va Thanh Ca Giuse.
Ngai chinh la Ng01 Loi, Pang da hoa thanh nhuc thé va dugc goi 1a Emmanuen,
Thién Chua ¢ cung chung ta.

Trong nam qua, con nguoi phai d6i dién véi nhiéu bap bénh, thir thach va ngay
ca chen 1an sy that vong, nhung Thién Chua luén & cung nhan loai, Nguoi ti€p
tuc ban on trg giip. Mua Giang Sinh, chung ta duogc moi goi tlep tuc la chung
nhan cua niém hy vong, 13 Anh Sang cua Chua Hai Nhi Giésu dén moi nguoi,
nhat 13 nhimg anh chi em dang 1am Iii trong cudc doi bat hanh.

Nguyen xin Chua Hai Nhi Giésu, qua 1i chuyén cau cia Me¢ Maria tudn trao
mudn An Sung, dac biét on Binh An, Hy Vong, Niém Vui va Tinh Yéu cua
Ngoi Lot Nnap Thé dén quy Ong Ba, Anh Chi Em trong Mua Hong Phiic Chtia
Giang Tran 2020; cung nguyen chuc moi ngudi vui hudng Nam Maoi 2021
thanh duc, binh an, thang tién.

Chan thanh trong DPtrc Giésu Kitd Ngoi Loi Nhap Thé,
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Lm. Gioan Viannéy Nguyén Ngoc Thu
Chanh Xt
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HOI PONG MUC VU
Chii Tich
281.827.9571
Ph6 Chi Tich
713.517.1621

V5 Tién Pat

Nguyén Thi Anna
Thu Ky
Dbao Bich Chau
Thanh Vién
- Tat Ca Truéng Cac Hoi Doan

713.478.9699

- Truéng Ban Phung Vu:
Phé T¢€ Pham Harry Hung

- Uy Vién Thanh Nhac:
Nguyén Duy Khang

- Pai Dién Gidi Tré:
Cao Di¢p Emily
HQI PONG TAI CHANH
Chii Tich
Tran Vin Quang 832.566.3664
Phé Chii Tich
Vii Hitu Thy 832.247.5969
Thanh Vién
281.745.6286
281.435.4690
832.877.2074
Truong Pat 281.389.0958
Lé Catherine Thuy 832.451.0397

TRUONG CAC HQI POAN
Lién Minh Thanh Tam
Nguyén Dinh Khuyén 713.894.1159
Cac Ba Me¢ Cong Giao
713.517.1621

Bui Ngoan
Pham Gia Hoan
Hoang Hitu Phudc

Nguyén Thi Anna
Tong Do Fatima
Nguyén Quang Hung 713.894.7411
Dong Ba Pa Minh
Nguyén Thi Thé 832.298.6959
Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé
Lé Quyén 281.943.4255
Légio Marie
Nguyén Tir M§ Hanh
Thanh Linh
Phan Héng Vivian 713.256.7753
Thing Tién Hon Nhén
Tran Pinh Loc 832.794.5498

832.866.0353

Cursillo
Phan Minh Phuong 713.301.6092
Huwéng Pao Lac Viét

Nguyén Tri 713.478.7497

THONG BAO GIAO XU

PHONG BI PONG GOP 2021 ,

Phong Bi Bong G()p cho cac gia dinh ghi danh trong gido xir van con & cudi nha tho.
Xin quy ong ba va anh chi em vui long d6n nhan de tlep tuc dong gop xay du’ng giao xir.
Nhung ai chua gh1 danh, nhung muon c6 phong bi, xin lién lac VP gido xir. Chén thanh
cam on long quang dai cua moi nguoi.

BANG TEN VUON CAU NGUYEN

Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em mudn khic tén minh, tén Ong Ba, Cha Mg, Con, Chau
hoac Ilng’O’l than con séng hay da qua doi, dé dugc cau nguyén trong cac Thanh L& moi
tuan, xin dién vao to don dé & cudi Nha Thor va trao cho Van Phong Giao X1.

NHAN THON G TIN GIAO XU
Nhu:ng ai mudn nhan Ban Tin hodc cac théng tin ciia Gido X{r qua email, xin viét email
1én Phong Bi Bong Goép hoac trao cho Van Phong Gido Xu.

PONG GOP QUA MANG HOAC CELLPHONE
Gido xir co chuong trinh dong gép hang tuan hodc nhing nhu cau khac giup xay dung
gido xir, bang viéc dung thé tin dung (Credit/Debit Card) hoic qua chwong muc nha
Bank:

« MyEOftering: http://church.myeoffering.com (c6 chi phi)

« Zelle: ngoiloi8503@gmail.com (khong c6 chi phi)
#*%Xin dién SH Phong Bi hodc Dia Chi cta gia dinh vao chd ghi chi dé Vin Phong
Gido X1 co di chi tiét 1am so sach.***

TIEN QUYEN GOP
Tuan vira qua duoc $18,222 My kim. Gido x{r cdm on long quang dai ciia quy 6ng ba va
anh chi em. Xin Chua chuc binh an trén tit ca moi ngudi.

THANH LE VONG GIANG SINH

Thir Nam, ngay 24 thang 12

4:00 pm, 6:00 pm va 8:00 pm

THANH LE MUNG CHUA GIANG SINH

Thtr Sdu, ngay 25 thang 12

7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am va 1:00 pm

THANH LE PUC MARIA, ME THIEN CHUA

Thir Nam, ngay 31 thang 12: L& Vong

5:00 pm va 7:00 pm

Thtr Sau, ngay 1 thang 1 nam 2021

7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am va 1:00 pm

CAC THANH LE TREN MANG
Xin 1én trang mang (website) cua Gido Xur: www.giaoxungoiloi.org.
Tong Gido Phan Galveston-Houston: www.archgh.org.

Theo chi thi cua Dirc Hong Y, dé phong ngtra lay nhiém bénh dich cho chinh minh hozc
nhitng nguodi chung quanh, nhiing ai dén khuon vién nha tho, phai theo cac quy dinh sau
day:
« Moi nguoi phai deo khau trang trong khuén vién gido xu, ngay ca lac
tham dy thanh 1€.
« Giir khoang céch it nhét 6 feet (2 mét) gilta minh v6i moi nguoi.
+ Khong tu hop trudc va sau thanh 18.
« Theo su diéu hanh cua Ban Tréat Ty va nhimg ngudi huéng dan trong
cic thanh 1.

Nhitng ngudi vao trudng hop sau day, xin vui 1ong & nha, khong dén nha thd tham dy
thanh 1&:

. Neu dang yeu hodc c6 bénh.

. Neu hé thong mlen nhiém yéu hay dé bi bénh.

. Neu trén 65 tudi.

« Néu khong yén tam di 18 vi sg 1dy nhiém bénh dich corona.

GIAO XU BUC KITO NGOI LOI NHAP THE 3
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PHUNG VU THANH NHAC

Uy Vién Thanh Nhac
Nguyén Duy Khang 281.975.9184
Théanh nhac: Thanh L&, Hon Phéi va
An Tang xin lién lac Nguyen Duy Khang
CA TRUONG CAC CA POAN
Térésa: 6 pm Thir Bay
Nguyén Dtrc Khang
Sao Mai: 7 am Chua Nhat
Nguyén Thi Thu Ha
Cecilia: 9 am Chia Nhat
Nguyén Muoi
Maria Me Thién Chua: 11 am Chua Nhét
Nguyén Thanh Long
LifeTeen: 2:30 pm Chua Nhit
Cao Di¢p Emily
Augustiné: 7 pm Chua Nhit
Vi Mong Chi
PAC TRACH
Ban Gido Duc

: Hiéu Truong
Nguyén Ngoc Bich 713.907.1678
Truéng Ban Gidao Ly
Lé Thi Hién 713.256.7344
Truong Ban Viét Ngiv

DPang Chi 713.906.1661

Gido Ly Tan Tong
Pho Té Poan Hong Phic ~ 281.250.8579
Lép Rira Tgi Tré Em
Pho Té Pham Harry Hung ~ 832.640.9417
Lép Du Bi Hon Nhan
Pho Té Hoang Anh Diing ~ 713.417.6689
Ban Xa Hoi
Nguyén Van Ban
Ban Trat Tw
Nguyén Phuong Kevin

281.565.1185

832.451.0591
Ban Tiép Tan-Huéng Din

Nguyén Vinh 713.240.2683

KINH CAU PUC ME TRONG CON PAI DICH DO PTC PHANXICO

Cung v6i kinh cau nguyén véi Dirc Me
da dugc buc Thanh Cha doc trong video
trong Thanh 1& do Dt Hong y Giam
quan Roma cir hanh tai dén thanh Purc
Mg Tinh yéu Chua ngay 11/03 vira qua,
buc Thanh Cha dé ngh1 thém mot kinh
nguyén dé cac tin hiru cau nguyen trong
thang 3, xin Ptrc Me bao vé thé gidi khoi
dai d;ch

“Lay Me Thién Chuia, ching con tim
nwong an duwoi sw che cho cia Me.”

Lay Me Thién Chia va Me chiing con,
trong tinh canh bi thuong hién tai, day
dau khé va lo ling dang siét chat thé
gioi, chung con chay dén véi Me va tim
nwong an dwoi sw che cho cia Me.

Lay Duc Trinh nit Maria, xin thuong xot
ghé mdt dodi nhin chiing con dang trong
dai dich yirus corona, xin an ui nhu"ng
ngu’m mdt mdt va than khéc nguoi than
cua ho da qua doi, doi khi duwoc an tang
cach dau long. Xin nang do nhirng nguoi
dang lo lang cho cdc bénh nhdn, nhitng
nguoi ma vi de tranh ldy nhiém, ho
khong thé ¢ gan bén. Xin ban su tin
nm'ng tin thac cho nhiing ai dang lo lang
Vi twong lai khong chdc chdn va vi cdc
hdu qua kinh té va viéc lam.

Lay Me Thien Chua va Me ching con,
xin cau cung Chua Thién Chia la Cha
thu’ong x0t cho ching con, dé thir thach
nay cham dirt, dong thoi chan troi hy
vong va binh an sé tro lai. Nhw ¢ Cana,
xin Me cau khan cing Con Thién Chia
cua Me, xin Nguwoi an ui gia dinh cua
cdc bénh nhdn va nan nhan; va mo long
ho voi su tin tuong.

Xin bao vé cac bac si, y ta, nhan vién y
té, tinh nguyén vién, nhitng nguoi dang o
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tuyén dau trong tinh frang khan cdp ndy
va dang liéu mang song cua minh dé ciru
nhu"ng sw Song khdc. Xin dong hanh voi
no luc anh hung cua ho va ban cho ho
suc manh, long nhan va suc khoe.

Xin & gan bén nhitng nguwoi ngay dém tro
giup cac bénh nhan va o canh cac linh
muc, nhitng nguoi voi sy quan tam muc
vu va ddn than Tin Mu"ng dang tim cach
giip dé va hé tro tat cd moi nguoi.

Lay Durc Trinh nit thanh thién, xin soi
sang tam tri cua cdc nha khoa hoc, gitp
ho tim ra gidai phdp phi hop dé chién
thang virus nay.

Xin trg giup cdc nha lanh dao cac quoc
gia, dé ho hanh dong voi sy khon ngoan,
quan tam va quang dai, gitp do nhiing
ngwd’i thieu nhitng diéu can thiét cho
cudc song, hoach dinh cac giai phap xd
hoi va kinh 1é véi tam nhin xa va voi tinh
than lién doi.

Lay Me Maria rat thanh, xin danh dong
cdc luong tam dé thay vi nhu’ng SO tién
khong lo dwoc ding trong viéc tang
cuong va hoan thién cdac vi khi, dwoc
dung dé thiic ddy cdc nghién cieu day di
nham ngan chan tham hoa twong tu
trong twong lai.

Lay Me rat yéu déu, xin lam cho moi
nguoi trén the gioi duoc gia tang cam
thirc minh cung thugc vé mot dai gla
dinh duy nhat, y thire vé moz lién hé noi
két tat ca moi nguoi, dé véi tinh than
huynh dé va lién doi, chung con trg giup
bao nhiéu nguoi dang song trong nghéo
déi va lam than. Xin khuyen khich sw
kién vung trong dicc tin, bén chi trong
phuc vu va lién li trong cau nguyén.

Lay Me Maria, Dang An ui nhu’ng nguoi
dau khé, xin ém ldy cdc con cdi dang
gap hoan nan cua Me va xin Chua can
thiép bang ban tay quyén nang cua
Nguwoi dé gidi thoat ching con khoi dai
dich khung khzep nay, dé doi song binh
thuwong cé thé tré lai trong thanh binh.

Chiing con phé thdc cho Me, Ddng chiéu
sang trén hanh trinh cua ching con nhuw
ddu chi cua on cuu do va hy vong, oi
khoan thay, oi nhan thay, oi Ducc Trinh
Nit Maria diu hién. Amen.

(REI 25/04/2020)

https://www.vaticannews.va/
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SUY NIEM LE THANH GIA THAT, B

Khi gO’z lai ky niém dang ghi nhé ve gia dinh cua minh,
Durc co Hong Y Marly nguyeén Tong Giam Muc_Gido
phan Paris, da néi: “Téi da bdp be nhiing tiéng dau tién
vé Thién Chua, khi nhin me t6i va cha toi doc kinh cdu
nguyén. Toi da hoc biét su Song, hoc biét sw chgt, toi da
hoc biét the nao la yéu thwong trong cugc song hdng
ngay, khi toi glao tlep voi than nhdn va nhwng nguoi
quen thugc. Toi yéu men Thién Chua, yéu mén Gido Hoi
nhw da yéu mén me toi. Toi khong hoc ma ciing biét
nguoi phu nit do da cho toi sw song va mac khai cho toi
tinh yéu”. Guong sang cua cha me da gido duc cho con
cai nhiéu diéu tot.

Chua Giésu da sinh ra trong mdt gia dinh, ma lai 1a mét
gia dinh ngheo Ngal cling c6 cha me nhu bao tré tho
khac, nhu moi ngudi ching ta. Va cha m¢ Ngai cung la
nhitng nguoi lao dong, phai song bang md hoi nudc mat
nhu hau hét cac gla dinh khdc. La Thién Chua, Ngai da
dén voi loai nguoi nhu mot con tré, bé bong, can dén sy
dum boc, che ch¢ cua nhitng nguoi than. Cling nhu bao
tré em khac Ngai cling bi nhiing bién ¢6 16n nho cua gia
dinh va xa h01 chi phdi, dua day, anh huong.

ROi nhimng nam tho au nhitng thoi ky tho 4u va thanh
nién, Chua Giésu da song bén canh Dtirc Maria, Me Ngai
va Thanh Giuse, cha nudi Ngai. Nga1 cling da pha1 tap di,
tap noi, tap doc, tap viét. Ngai ciing dd phai hoc Thanh
Kinh, L& Luat. Ngai ciing dd phai tap lao dong voi nhiing
dung cu nhu cua, bao, duc... trén nhitng khuc cay, tam
van. Ba muoi nam tai Naglaret 12 mot chudi ngay binh di,
nhu hang tram gia dinh cung thon lang, nhu hang triéu
cudc song cua con nguoi qua cac thoi dai.

Do 1a thot ky an dat, vi Chuia Giésu khong dé 16 chan tinh
dich thyc cua minh ra cho nhiing nguol chung quanh biét.
D6 ciing 1a thoi gian chuan bi cho quang doi cong khai
cua Ngai, theo nghia la Nga1 tich Iy cho minh nhung
kién thirc va kinh nghlem can thiét cho viéc rao giang
Nudc Thién Chua sau nay.

Duéi mot khia canh khac, chung ta c6 thé noi, d6 la
nhitng nam thang trao déi, cho va nhdn gitta Con Thién
Chua va gia dinh nhdn logi, dugc dai dién noi Thanh
Giuse va Buc Maria. Néu chi 1a Thién Chua, Pang Ctru
Thé khong can phai nhan & nhan loai mot thir gi ca.
Nhu:ng vi Ngai la Thién Chua lam nguoi va ¢ gilra chung
ta, nén Chua Giésu da nhén rat nhiéu cta nhiing ngu’o’l
than nhét 13 cua Me Maria: cuu mang, sinh d¢, nudi
duong, gido duc. Ngai cling dd nhan rat nhiéu tur cong
doan Nag1aret tr Hoi duong Do Thai, tir cudc song cua
nhitng nguoi chung quanh, nhit 1a nhung nguoi ngheo
kho, bénh tat, lao dong. Chung ta kho hinh dung duogc
nhirng dleu do vi chung ta c6 khuynh hudng dat Thién
Chua ¢ chdn cao xa ma quen diéu hé trong la Thién Chua
da 1am nguoi, da nhap thé va nhap thé.

GIAO XU BUC KITO NGOI LOI NHAP THE

Chua Giésu dd nhan rat nhiéu tir gia dinh nhan loai,
nhung thyc ra Ngai con cho nhiéu hon, vi Ngai da cong
hién tat ca cho chung ta, ca ban thé Thién Chua, ca nim
thang, cudc song va cai chét cua Ngai, mot cach am
tham, khiém ton vo vi loi.

Trong cudc séng binh di nhung chat chira bao tinh
thuong ay, Chua Giésu da song than mat voi Cha Ngal
da séng hiéu thao véi cha me tran thé cua Ngai, da song
chan hoa bac ai véi nhung ngudi chung quanh. Roi cha
me Ngai la nhung nguoi kinh s¢ Thién Chta cung da
séng hét minh véi Thién Chua, tin tuy va thuong yéu con
cung cua minh. Gilra Pirc Maria va Thanh Giuse thi that
la mot m01 lién h¢ c6 mot khong hai trong lich sur loai
ngudi, chic chan tinh yéu thuong dam da va long ton
kinh la nhung nét dic thu nhat, khién Thanh Giuse duoc
goi 1a nguwoi cong chinh, con Maria la nguwoi co phuc hon
moi nguoi phu nir.

Sach Huén ca hom nay da nhan manh dén long h1eu thao
cua ngudi con dbi véi cha me trong gia dinh, khién chiing
ta dé hinh dung ra cach song ciia Con Thién Chiia lam
ngudi dudi mai nha Naglaret Thu thanh Phaold goi tin
hitu Colosé dé cap dén moi quan h¢ gitra nhung nguoi
dugc Thién Chua yéu thuong, tuyén chon song thanh gia
dinh, gia dinh cta Thién Chua: d6 la long tr bi, nhan
hdu, la khiém cung, én hoa, la nhan nai chiu dwng chdp
nhan nhau va tha thir cho nhau. Gia dinh cta Chua
Gi€su, Me¢ Maria va Thanh Giuse la mot gia dinh da song
tron ven hon ai hét tinh than 4y, vi cac thanh vién trong
gia dinh thanh nay déu 1a nhung to1 t¢ cua Thién Chua,
trong ¥ nghia 1a mdi vi va cong doan ba vi déu 1anh nhan
tr Thién Chia mot st mang dac biét. Gia dinh Nagiarét
la _guong mau la 101 moi g01 dbi voi mbi nguoi chiing ta,
d6i v6i moi gia dinh Cong gido ngay nay.

Ngay nay, hon bao gi(‘r hét, véi sy tién bo clia nganh khoa
hoc nhan van va xa hdi, con ngu(n cang kham pha ra
chiéu kich xa hoi cua minh va tdm quan trong cua cong
doan gia dinh trong doi song xa hoi. Gia dinh la cai noi
dau tién don tiep con nguoi va cung cap cho con nguoi
nhitng dleu kién can thiét cia cudc song va hanh
phiic. Dbi véi cac kitd hiru, g1a dinh con mang mot y
nghia khéac nlta: do la mot cong doan yéu thwong phdn
anh cong doan cua Thién Chua, theo guong gia dinh
Nagiarét. Trach nhiém thét 16n lao cta cac bac lam cha
lam me. Chirc nang nhiém vu ay cha me chi co thé hoan
thanh dwoc néu biét yéu thuong va tha thtr nhu chinh
Chua Kit6 da yéu thuwong va tha thir cho ching ta. D6 la
quy luat trong yeu trong moi quan h¢ giﬁ:a vo chong, gilra
con cai va cha me. Vi trong cudc song gia dinh, con
nguoi co thé bién cudc song ay thanh thién dang hay hoa
nguc tran glan Cudc song gia dinh tao cho cha me nhung
co hdi quy bau dé thyc hién tinh than yéu thuong quén
minh, muu tim hanh phtc cho nguoi khac. Cude song gia
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dinh ludn Iu6n doi hoi cha me phai dep bo y rleng minh,
quan diém rleng ciia minh, dé ton trong va gitp dd con
ci phat trién vé moi mit.

Do su khac biét vé tinh tinh, moi truong giéo duc, tudi
tdc va so thich, nén chuyen xung dot, cang thang, la
chuyén duong nhién khong thé tranh dugc gilta vo
chdng, gitta cha me va con cai. Nhit 1a trong mot vai
hoan canh khé khin vé kinh té tai chinh. Muon vuot qua
nhung canh xung dot, nhitng gi¢ phit cang thang ay, moi
nguoi, du la vo hay chong, cha me hay con cai, deu phai
tham nhuan tinh than cua Chua Kito: “Toi dén de phuc vu
chir khéng dé dwoc phuc vu”. “Ai muén lam dau thi hay
lam toi to phuc vu moi nguoi” (x. Mt 20,26- -28). O day,
cha me ¢ trong trach néu guong cho con céi, vo chong

¢0 trach nhi¢m lam ching cho nhau tinh yéu quang dai va
vO vi loi cua Thién Chua. Loi can dan cua Thanh Phaolo
phai 1a phuong cham cho céc bac cha me cling nhu con
cai trong gia dinh: “Anh em co lam gi, noi gi, thi hay lam
hdy noi nhan danh Puc Giésu Kito, va nho Ngai ma cam
ta Chua Cha”(Cl13,17).

Nhu thé, gia dinh kitd hiru, theo guong doi song gia dinh
cua Thanh Gia That, véi tinh yeu thuong va tha thu, véi
tinh than phuc vu quang dai va vo vi loi, s€ 1a ngon dén
t0a sang, s€ la cai n6i hanh phuc va dem lai hanh phuc
cho anh em dong bao trong xa hoi chung ta hom nay.

http://giaophanthaibinh.org

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Cycle B

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3

(or the first reading from Cycle A: Sirach 3:2-7,12-14)
God fulfills his promise to Abraham, and Sarah gives
birth to a son.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 105:1-6,8-9 (or the psalm
from Cycle A: Psalm 128:1-5)

A prayer of thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness to his
covenant.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 (or the
second reading from Cycle A: Colossians 3:12-21)
Paul examines Abraham’s example of faith.

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40 (or shorter form: Luke
2:22,39-40)

Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in
accordance with the Law of Moses.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family.
This celebration is assigned to the Sunday within the
octave of Christmas. The Gospel for today is taken from
the Gospel according to Luke and is part of Luke’s
Infancy Narrative.

Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child
Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as
devout Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of
Moses. The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law
of Moses: circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son
to the Lord, and the purification of a woman after
childbirth.

According to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book
of Leviticus, a woman was considered ritually unclean
during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of
time following the birth of a child. After the birth of a son,
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a woman was considered ritually unclean for 40 days.
After the birth of a daughter, a woman was considered
unclean for 80 days. In order to be restored to ritual
purity, a Jewish woman performed the appropriate rites of
purification and made the prescribed ritual offering.

Today’s Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the
eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the Mosaic
Law. At that time, he was called Jesus, the name he was
given by the angel Gabriel. On the 40th day after Jesus’
birth, Mary performed the appropriate purification rites
and made her offering at the Temple. Although the Law
of Moses required an offering of a lamb, those who could
not afford a lamb could substitute two turtledoves or two
pigeons. In this scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as
being poor, and indeed throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus
will show special concern for the poor.

Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the
dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord. In
remembrance of the feast of Passover, when the firstborn
children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from death,
the Law of Moses prescribed that all firstborn males of
Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In this tradition,
Mary and Joseph present the infant Jesus in the Temple in
Jerusalem.

In Jerusalem, Luke reports that Mary and Joseph
encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who
recognize the infant Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s
hope for redemption. In Simeon’s words we find a
prediction of Mary’s witnessing of Jesus’ death on the
cross. The Canticle of Simeon, also called by its Latin
name, Nunc Dimitis, 1s prayed at night prayer, or
compline, during the Liturgy of the Hours.

https://www.loyolapress.com/
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) MASS DURING THE DAY

First Reading
Isaiah 52:7-10
God's salvation is announced to the world.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 98:1-6
A prayer of praise for God's salvation.

Second Reading
Hebrews 1:1-6
God now speaks to us through his Son.

Gospel Reading
John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14)
John announces that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.

Background on the Gospel Reading

There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of
Christmas and each is given its own set of readings to
help us contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the
Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning
of the Gospel of Matthew. The Mass at midnight
proclaims the birth of Jesus through the Gospel of Luke.
The Mass at dawn on Christmas morning continues the
story of the birth of Jesus as found in Luke’s Gospel,
ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant Jesus. In
each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of the
infancy narratives with which we are familiar.

The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is
taken from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this part
of John’s Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those
found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead,
John’s Gospel starts at the very beginning and presents
the Creation story as the framework for announcing the
Incarnation. John’s opening words echo the first verse in
the Book of Genesis. This framework invites us to view
Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective. Each of the Gospels
makes clear that Jesus’ birth was the result of God’s
initiative. John’s Gospel, however, emphasizes that
Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the moment of
Creation.

As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John
includes highly philosophical and theological language.
One example that particularly stands out in this Gospel is
John’s repeated references to “the Word” in the opening
verse. This expression (logos in the Greek) borrows from
a concept found in both Jewish and Greek thought. Jews
used this phrase to describe God’s action in the Creation
story, for example, and in the Wisdom literature. In
Greek thought, the logos was understood as an
intermediary between God and humanity. John and
others in the early Church adopted this language to
describe God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was
used to express the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the
Word came to be equated with the Second Person of the
Trinity.

In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the
main themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These
are often presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and
falsehood, life and death, and belief and unbelief. We
also hear in this prologue a unique aspect of John’s
Gospel, the theme of testimony. John the Baptist was
sent by God to testify to Jesus, the light. Others in this
Gospel will also offer testimony about Jesus. The reader
is invited to accept this testimony, which bears witnesses
to Jesus, the Son of God. But even more directly, Jesus’
action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as God’s
Incarnate Word.

Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and
cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we
celebrate the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of
winter. At this time, nature itself seems to remind us of
the darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in the midst of our
sinfulness, God comes to dwell among us. John’s Gospel
reminds us that through the Incarnation, God saves us
from the darkness of sin and makes us his children.

www.loyolapress.com

Khach hang mua cac san pham cla cong ty SUREMEAL &
SUPPLEMENT DEPOT (Chi ap dung khi mua tir hang Suremeal
& Supplement Depot qua téng dai 1800 290 6075 hoac tir

www.suremeal.com va www.ThuocBo.com) xin mang RECEIPT
vé cho Gido X.

Chung t6i sé Uing hd 10% tong so tién trén RECEIPT dé giup
xay dung Giao Xur. .

facebook.com/suabotsuremeal/ L/
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7\[ ((/' j\[Skin Care

N&N Signature Facial

Ruby-Cell Laft Firming
Treatment

Micro-Dermabrasion

Diamond Dermabrasion
Special Acne Treatment

Free facial with $300
of products

12000 Bellaire Blvd, Suite 120 Houston, TX 77072
281.530.0034 / 832.359.6618 Ccll

..5\/\/!{)[51_%?85

SFone Wireless offers affordable,
no-contract wireless services and a
wide variety of discounted devices

for all needs and budgets on the

Nation’s Largest and
Most Reliable Network!

Simple & Affordable
Wi

UNLIMITED
$24/month [

Sapphire  (832) 304-1222

%

FAMILY DENTISTRY ¢ t' @
Dr. Doan Hoang Dr. Johnny Trinh 0 _‘
Q,,,,& '

16717 W. Airport Blvd, Ste 130
Richmond, TX 77407

Chuyén Pam Trach: Cac Nha khoa
Ngudil6n « Tré em « Tdng quét « ThAm my
Implant, chita nudu, tram, boc,
nién, va lam trang rang
Nhan Bao Hiém, Credit Card, Tra Gép

PROGRESSIVE

TWFG_Son Pham Insurance

reless Phone Service

Special Limited - Time Offer

B3o hiém nha « Xe
Co s& thuwong mai « Strc khoe
8052 Boone Rd

Houston, TX 77072
832.739.9099 Fax: 281.478.6382

UNLIMITED

talk-text-data talk-text+10 GB's data

oo StateFarm®

Cindy Nguyen
State Farm Agent

‘(e Nha - Sirc Khoé - Nhian Tho - Thwong mai

12319 Bellaire Blvd., #500
Houston, TX 77072
(Trong khu Banh Héi Van Lgi)

281-530-2484

Thao Nguyén
Customer Representative

L:|www.sfonenow.com ” Live Chat Support A\“21-800-444—4080

[l TRAN LAW GROUP

« Financial strategies built just for you.

«Business retirement plan.

+401(K). IRAs. Stocks. Annuities. CD...

« Required minimum distributions (RMDs).

« Retired? Learn why consolidating your retirement accounts
makes sense.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

2600 S. Gessner Rd, Suite 102
Houston, TX 77083

(281) 216-9999
Thuy.Ngo@EdwardJones.com

Thuy T Ngo

Financial Advisor

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

www.tranlawgrp.com
(832) 988-1914

Q és

e La t6 hop luat su chuyen vé tai nan thuong tich ca nhan do xe c9,
tau beé hodc do bat cin ctia ngudi khéc.

e Tran Law Group s€ dai di¢n dé doi tién boi thudng cho ban;
néu ban can, s€ sap xep dé ban gap bac si va dicu tri.

QUANG CAO VA BAO TRQ
Xin lién lac: Van Phong Gido Xur
281.495.8133
Email: info@giaoxungoiloi.org

e Khong lay phi luat su néu khong doi dugc tién.

e (0 luét su va nhan vién thanh thao tiéng Viét, giup do tan tinh.
Xin goi s6 phone néi tiéng Viét (832) 988-1914

6689 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. S, Second Floor, Houston, TX 77072

SONP AG=NCY

Khai thué ca nhan
va Thuwong mai

Tan tdm e Uy tin « Chat lugng

8052 Boone Rd Houston, TX 77072
832.739.9099  Fax: 281.478.6382
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D

Gio Cha |
281.988.6155

Chuyén san xudt
Giod, Cha néng mdi ngay

Dic Biét KIIONG Dung IHan The
11360 Bellaire Blvd# 950 - Houston, Texas 77072

HI-TECH DENTAL CARE
Dr. Huong Nguyen & Dr. Thien Nguyen

Nhan tat ca cac loai Medicaid &
| Medicare cho ngudi cao nién
Wi Nha Khoa Tong Quat, Nha Khoa
Tham My va Chinh Nha.

10515 Bellaire Blvd, Ste K

Houston, TX 77072
{trong khu Linh Quy - k& Kim Son)

| 281-495-4444

|

« Dignity Memorial c6 8 nghia trang va 24 nha quan trong thanh phé Houston va viing ldn cdn Gom cé Nha Quan
Vinh Ciru; Nhé Quan Thién Tém; Nha Quan Brookside; Nha Quan Resthaven-N45; Nha Quan Forest Park-S45; Nha

Quan trong viing Sugar Land va Katy.

Cell: 832.566.6321

KIM INSURANCE & TAX

6988 Wilcrest Dr. STE B.
Houston, TX. 77072
Phone: 832-243-6118 Fax: 832-243-6946
Email: kyservices9@gmail.com
TAX * PAYROLL « BOOKKEEPING

INSURANCE * NOTARY

2RrSPRCIAL *~*
$10.00 for Single person tax filing with
zmnu:lllincome less than $10,000
¢ Khai Thue loi tie cd nhin va thuong
mai cho Lién Bang va cac Tiéu Bang
+ Giit s6 sach va tra lu’cmg cho nhan vién.
+ Huéng dan thanh 1ap cong ty:
C-Corporation
S-Corporation
Partnership, LLC
Sole Proprietorship.
Xin giay phép doanh nghiép
(DBA, Licenses...) &
d6i bang (Renew Cosmetologists
Llcense)
¢ Tw van vé thué vu va Dal dién khach
hang trude IRS khi thleu Thué hoic
khi S& Thué kiém tra hé so
(Tax Auditing) )
+ Dién don thi qubc tich, dbi thé xanh,
dich thudt va thi thyc chit ky.
¢ Bao Hiem Surc Khoe:
Chuong trinh Obama Care, va bao
hiém Nhan Tho.

Xin goi cho ching t61, khi Quy Vi can
tham khao vé nhitng dich vu trén. Chung
t6i rat sn long phuc vu Quy Vivai su
Thanh That-Tan Tam- va Kin Dao

3 . x
Tiffanie Thu Nguyen
Chuyén Vién C6 Van Chuyén Hau Sw & An Téng / Pre-Planning Funeral
Dit trwde dwge giam gia. Tra gop khong co tién i,

*Khong dat trwdgc, khi co ngwoi qua doi nha quan sé
khong giam gia va phai tra toan bj chi phi*

Email: tiffanie.nguyen@dignitymemorial.com
website: http://www.dignityhoustonviet.com

Rasemary’s ~Gardon

NHA HANG & TIEM BANH G?afa’mm_y Ofﬁldmj

e Chuyén Vé Tiéc Cudi, Tiéc Tra, Hoi-Doan,
Banh Cudi, Banh Sinh Nhat.
« Phong Oc Trang Hoang Sang Trong.
e Thuc Don Chat Luong, Gia Phai Chang.
«Pac Biét: Khi Bat Tiéc Sé Buoc
2ng Banh Cudi Va Trang Hoang Mién Phi

14639 Bellaine Blud. — (251) 565 - 9151

ROSEMARYSGARDENHOUSTON@GMAIL.COM
WWW.ROSEMARYSGARDENHOUSTON.COM

Dignity*

LIFE WELL CELEBRATED"

24 Hour
Customer Services

MY PLUMBING SERVICE *

CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTER
A/C lnstallatlon & Repalr .

JOHN TUAN DINH
832.654.6727

[ Dau hii Huong Xuan khong ding thach cao & chét bdo quén

~~ Ocean

832-509-4878

vi@oceanstaragency.com

AGENCY

Dai dién nhiéu hang bao
hiém Medicare, nha, xe..

Chon bao hiém tot
gia thap

6201 Bonhomme Rd Ste 290N-J Houston, TX 77036

NVEGCe A Stal ACCNEYACO M

MR- MEYERLAND AUTO SERVICE CENTER 52
TIRE & AUTOMOBILES

7667 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 77074
Wrecker Service: 713 - 480 - 4079

NGUYEN VAN THI (Tony)
Agent
Allstate Insurance Company

11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 105
Houston, TX 77072

Phone: 281.495.5800
Fax: 281.495.5801
Email: ThiNguyen@Allstate.com

Auto - Home Business & Life

EFUONGXUAN TORUS
" i
1{11.7_ Al

ﬂ \
164231 T i
A “" . fm@ﬁt °5fh
8388 W. Sam Houston S. Suite 134 <Houston, TX 77072
* Huiang Xuan sén xust dauhiituoi (tring)vachién mdi ngay

<

 Xingo 832.581.5180 &:281.416.6231

REALTY & MORTGAGE
*\A_B) 11602 Bellaire Blvd Ste C H\:)uston TX 77072

Mua - Ban - Thué - Mwén - Quan Tri
ay Tién - Nha - Bat va Co S& Thwong Mai

281-568-9988

CO CHUONG TRINH PRIVATE LENDER
*Khéng can chirng minh
lgi tirc hoac credit xau*

PAC BIET VAY TIEN FHA
CHI CAN DOWN 3.5%

Christine Qu;‘mh NMLS 268981
ww.ABRealtyMortgage.com

MEYERLAND

MOTORCA RS o CORP

D AUTON LES

Fax- 713 - 271




