Sunday, May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
* stand +kneel
GATHERING________________________________________________________
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE It Is Well With My Soul

Philip Glass/ arr. Eleanor Whitsett

*GATHERING HYMN

“When Peace Like a River”

ELW#785

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, God, for your river of life…
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

“We Know that Christ is Raised” ELW #449 verse 1

\
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from
your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love
one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD____________________________________________________________________
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the business
community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the
impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.
9

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.

11

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we
went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we
sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a
dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by
Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon
us.
PSALM: Psalm 67(responsive)
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)
1

May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
2
Let your way be known | upon earth,
your saving health a- | mong all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
4
Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.
5
Let the peoples | praise you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought | forth its increase;
God, our own | God, has blessed us.
7
May God | give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5
John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in this new
city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.
10

And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
23
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light,
and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth
will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no
night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing
unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22:1
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed
will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
5
And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL John 5:1-9
Jesus performs a healing miracle on the sabbath. In doing so he both reveals divine creative power and teaches a
richer, deeper meaning for the sabbath as a healing and creative time.

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha,
which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One
man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of
me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was made

well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.
Now that day was a sabbath.
The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

“Love Divine All Loves Excelling”

ELW#631

*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The assembly kneels or sits.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
Let us pray.
A brief silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning.
Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who
are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed
all living things. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble
authority. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace (especially). Create places
filled with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people
(especially). Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and
welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died
(especially) when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar

words.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set. You are invited to use your cellphone to text the peace of Christ to someone you
missed in church today while the offering is being collected.

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.

*OFFERTORY

*OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the following prayer.

Let us pray.
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL____________________________________________________________________
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,

we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen
*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s table
COMMUNION
All are welcome to the Lord's Table. After the worship assistants have communed, the ushers will direct
the congregation to the altar. Please take a glass as you come to the altar. Kneel (or stand) to receive the
bread and wine. Return to the pew by the center aisle after placing the empty glass in the tray held by an
usher. Children who do not yet receive communion and those who do not wish to receive, may come
forward for a blessing.
*COMMUNION SONG

*TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
SENDING________________________________________________________________
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING

God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING HYMN

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song”
*DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

ELW#763

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Praise The Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him
Rowland H. Pritchard/ arr. Alamo Smith
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Important Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Members with a change of address or
visitors should complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors should also include
the name and address of their home church so your home church can be notified that you received
communion.
Prayer Requests – Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may give names to Pastor
Eileen prior to start of service. Please direct Pastoral care requests in the same way.
Pastoral Coverage –Please call Linda in the Church Office with your request.
UPDATES! We encourage you to wear a mask if you are unvaccinated or are more comfortable
doing so while in the building.
Weekly Bulk Mailing of the Bulletin has stopped. The bulletin will continue to be posted on the
website and sent via an email blast. If you wish to continue to receive a paper copy of the bulletin,
please call the church office. We'd be more than happy to mail you a copy.
Reminder: Hospital visits -The church is NOT informed when someone is in the hospital by the
hospital. The person hospitalized or a family member must call the church to let us know they
want a pastoral visit. If leaving a message on the answering machine, please remember to leave
the hospital name and the room number. Some hospitals will not give the room number to a
visitor, expecting you to know that.
Attendance for May 15, 2022
2022.

66 physically present, 98 views online, 2 shares as of May 16,

Sponsoring bulletins and flowers is a great way to honor a special event in your loved ones’
lives or to remember a loved one who has died. (Please only two vases of flowers per week.)
Flowers are now $15.00 a vase. If flowers are not sponsored, this is an added cost to the church.
The charts are on the bulletin board for 2022. There are many empty spaces on the charts.
Attention please: Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to donate food and/or drinks
for snack time during VBS. Thank you!

The Evangelism Committee and Church Council have been receiving a lot of feedback regarding
the church newsletter. We recognize the newsletter is a wonderful means of communication for
our church. Many individuals have suggested that the newsletter be delivered electronically via
email to the members of the congregation. The benefits of electronic delivery are reduced costs
for postage, paper, envelopes, printer ink, etc. Electronic delivery is immediate whereas when the
newsletter is mailed via the U. S. Postal Service delivery can take several days. Therefore, we are
moving to electronic delivery of the newsletter for everyone as of July 1, 2022. Please contact
Linda at the church office and provide her with (or confirm) your email address. Similarly, if you
prefer to continue receiving the newsletter via the U. S. Postal Service, please contact Linda and
she will make this accommodation. We anticipate the number of mailed newsletters will be
minimal. A small number of newsletters will be available in the narthex. If you do not provide a
preference for newsletter delivery by June 15, 2022, your name and address will be removed from
the newsletter mailing list. Please speak to any member of the Evangelism Committee or the
Church Council if you have questions.
The church is starting a new program of checking on people who currently live alone. If any
persons are interested, or know of anyone interested, in receiving a daily check-in phone call,
please contact the office. We are also looking for any persons who would be interested in doing
the calling.
Anyone who completed grades 1-12 that are interested in going to Bear Creek Camp in the
summer please contact Leah Mullins Bowman.
Attention please: Retired and looking for some fellowship? Can you tie knots? Consider joining
the Jolly Quilter’s on the first and third Tuesday of every month at 12:30 pm. in the church. No
sewing experience necessary. If you can’t join them during these days, please consider taking a
quilt or two home to tie knots. Good way to keep your hands busy while watching TV at night.
Contact the office to make arrangements to learn what to do. Any questions, please see Betty
Strauch. This is a vital ministry of Lutheran World Relief and we may have to cease this ministry
here at St. Paul’s. We need you!
Calling all children to get on a roll with God with Food Truck Party Vacation Bible School June
12 through June 16. VBS will be held in the pavilion from 6:30 to 8:30. Children from age 2
and up to those completing 6th grade are invited to join Food Truck VBS. Register for this
exciting event by completing the registration form found on the table in the back of the church or
the church website. Please register by May 29, 2022.
From May 14th until June 12th the Social Ministry Committee will be sponsoring a collection of
paper products for Servants To All. Servants To All is a homeless shelter in Pottsville. Items
needed include paper or Styrofoam cups, bowls and plates, plastic ware, paper towels, wipes,
small packs of tissues, take out containers, and coffee cups with lids. Any of these items would
be appreciated. Please place them in the container in the narthex.
A treasurer is needed for the Schuylkill Haven Council of Churches. Knowledge of Quicken and
basic accounting is helpful. The treasurer offers an essential ministry as a community volunteer,

ensuring the food pantry, blood bank, and emergency utility needs are met. 5-10 hours per month.
Contact the Rev. Ms. Shawn D. Van Dyke for more information at 570-385-2049 or
firstuccpastor@verizon.net.
STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM LAST WEEK:
Synod/ELCA Benevolence
$62.00
Local Benevolence
$153.50
Current
$2117.10
Capital Building Fund
$45.00
Initial
$3.00
Plate Offering
$35.00
Total Received
$2415.60
"THE WEEK AT A GLANCE"
Today: 8 and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service
9:15 am Sunday School
Monday: 10 am Prayer Shawl
7 pm Zoom Bible Study
Saturday: 5 pm Spoken Service with Holy Communion
Next Sunday: 8 and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service
9:15 am Sunday School
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Mon: Psalm 93; 1 Chronicles 12:16-22; Revelation 21:5-14
Tues: Psalm 93; 2 Chronicles 15:1-15; Revelation 21:15-22
Wed: Psalm 93; 2 Chronicles 34:20-33; Luke 2:25-38
Thu: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
Fri: Psalm 97; Exodus 33:12-17; Revelation 22:6-9
Sat: Psalm 97; Exodus 33:18-23; John 1:14-18
ASSISTING AT WORSHIP
Greeter: 8 am Paul Fabian 10:30 am
Acolyte: Chase Maley
8 am Ethan Tracey
Lector: 8 am Marlene Troxell 10:30 am Holly Maldonado
Ushers: 8 am Paul Fabian
10:30 am Charlene Egan, Holly Maldonado
Counting Team: Mary Lord, Reba Llewellyn
Council Greeter: 5 pm Jennie Raudenbush
8 am Matt Platt 10:30 am Wendy Reber
Communion Assistants: 5 pm Jennie Raudenbush
8 am Brian Staller 10:30 am Matt Platt
Church Office Hours: 9 am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Office closed for lunch 12 pm until 12:30 pm
Church Telephone
570-754-7350
www.SummerHillLutheran.org – Church’s website
Facebook: St Paul Lutheran Church, Summer Hill

Student Loan Committee email:
stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com
The Rev. Eileen Smith LeVan, interim pastor
530-802-0925
Email: stpaulsummerhill.pastor@gmail.com
Matthew Hayes, Director of Music
484-794-7902
Email: stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com
Linda Angstadt, Church Secretary
570-754-7350
Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton
570-345-1279
Eva Waldman, Church Sexton/Treasurer
570-754-7350
Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Dennis Ryan, Ron Boris, Jr., Gary & Shirley
Krammes, Irene Peiffer, Arlene Lickman, Betty Freeman, Thelma Brensinger, Chester
Johnson, Shirley Fessler, Barbara Pennypacker, Angie Lewis, Mark Fidler, Hayley
Moyer, Helen Runkle, Eleanor Jamison, Adam Brink, Arlene Moyer, Charles Wernert,
Stephen Curtis, Brayden Crews, John Strauch, Jr., Dianna Curry, Fern Staller, Rosemary
Meade, Ray Yeich, David Axtt, Greg Phillips, Gaylene Ebling, Connie Klinger, Stacey Rao, Betty
Strauch and John Strauch, Sr., Nancy Vargas, Jerry Heffleger, Kathy Robinson, Beverly Trumbo, Irma
Fessler, Dennis Loy, Brian Hunsberger, Randy Ney and Robert & Joyce Zeledonis. Those serving in
the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott
Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Kristian Svenson, Mark Weinus, Jr., Justin Weller, Jeremy
Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Timothy Bast, Ryan Bast, and Brad Renninger

