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From the P

Pastor Allegra Hoots -~

oThis is the kind of fasting | want
burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the
chains that bind people. Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the
homeless Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives
who need your h&(NLP). 6 | sai ah| 5

Dear Friends,

Greetings to you in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Redeemer. We will
be immersed in the Lenten season when you receive this message.

As we travel through Lent, let us commit to reading and meditating on the passage from
Isaiah quoted above to understand better the connection between a spiritual fast or a peri-
od of self-denial for spiritual purposes and godly living.

Let us also remember that intentionally abstaining from things we crave and working on
behalf of others are forms of sacrifice that please God and strengthen self  -control.

Peace and blessings,

Pastor Allegra

Dear God, grant us the grace to resist temptation and honor our desire and
effort to grow closer to you over these forty days by daily denying ourselves,
picking up our cross, and following
Amen
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Sunday School
Youth & Young Adult
Hansen Room
10:00 am
Sunday Worship (Traditional)
Pastor Allegra Hoots _
11:00anin the Sanctuary & Via YouTube Adult Bible Study
https://bit.ly/3jyylpg
Theme :
- T _ Lenten Study:
Daily Lenten Devotions ONei ghbor hoToadsfoning r ¢ h
7:00pm via Zoom Your Congregation into a
Book: Once a Day for 40 Days Power house for Mis|si
By: Dr. Kenneth Boa
https://bit.ly/3JuXrzD Dates: Sundays @ 10:00 am
~~~~~ Location : Lind Room
Contemporary Worship Service
suspended during the Lenten season
Upcoming Events See calendars for more activities and events
March Give to One Great Hour of Sharing Offering April
Date Time Event Date Time Event
8 International Womends| Ray Palm Sunday
11 Administration Committee Meeting 6 Maundy Thursday
12 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 7 Good Friday
15 Session Meeting 8 Easter Egg Hunt
17 St . Patrickods Day 8 Administration Committee Meeting
20 First day of Spring 9 Easter Sunday
19 Session Meeting
28 Arbor Day
FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS:
TO CONNECT BY COMPUTER OR TELEPHONE, GO TO THE CHURCHEH
http://www.upcplainfield.org/
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Michael & Tanya

The Pastor officiated, prayed, fol
|l owed by the oL

by Session Members.

The laying on of hands visualized
tangible link between the church
and its ministry leaders. An

acknowledgement that God is at

work.

Connection is an important part @
the human experience, and one
that people were designed to ex-
perience.
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day before Ash
Wednesday. It

is chieflymarked ,
by feastingand celebra- [l 5
tion, which traditional-
ly precededthe observ S
anceof the Lenten fast. '
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We played, prayed,
feasted

] - 5 An agape feasir
| e L b lovefeast is a
communal meal
shared among
Christians. The

name comes
from agape, a
Greek term for
'love' in its
broadest sense.
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The Easter cyclés the sequence of the seasons and days in the Chriktiggical
(church) yeamwhich are pegged to the date &aster, either before or after itin
any given calendar year, the timing of events within the Easter cycle is depen
on the calculatiorof the date of Easter itself. The inseparable relationship be-
tween Cross and Resurrection in our Christian Faith declares the unity of this
cycle. We observe Lent in anticipation of the Resurrection.
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This is a time of prayer, fasting and selmination in preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord at
Easter. It is a period of 40 dajis The Sundays in Lent are not counted in this reckoning of the time between Ash Wed
day and Easter, as every Lordds Day is a celebration
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mortality.
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the world. As this service opens, the crowd waves palm branches, wanting to crown Jesus as king. But as the story @
over to be mocked and killed.
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The period of three days that begins with the liturgy on the eveningadindy Thursdayeaches its high point in thEaster
Vigil, and closes with evening prayerBaster Sundajt is amoveable observanaecalling
the PassionCrucifixion,Death,burial, andResurrection of Jesus, as portrayed in tdamonical Gospels*.

and deed as he taught us how to |l ove one another
membering the meal Christ shared with his disciples before his death.
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Good Friday is the day we remember Jesusd crucifixidg
commemorate the time Jesus hung on the cross. It is an especially important time to pray for the church and the wor
whom Christ gave his life.
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Resurrection has been a central belief of the Christian faith from its beginning. As Paul said, if Christ is not rigeacbur

Meaning of the Name 'Easter': The Latin word paschal for the Hebrew for PasBesalbecame the Latin word for the
Resurrection day in languages such as Spanish and French. Theeighth historian Bede wrote that Easter, the English
word for the holiday, came from the AngiBaxon goddessoster, the goddess of spring and fertility.

*Canonical gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and Gohaken from old Greek

manuscripts.
(https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/bibltogics/bibleinterpretation/the canonicagospels/)
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/whéreastersunday.html

ing is in vain, and we are a people most miserable (1 Corinthians-18)1®©f course, every Sunday's worship is a celebra-
tion of the risen Lord, but a special day for the Resurrection has been part of the life of the Church from its early days.
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Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent with a public act of confession and contrition. Acknowledging that all have sinnec
and fallen short of the glory of God, we stand in solidarity as fellow creatures before our Creator, acutely aware of our
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Passion / Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, a time in the church year when we remember how Christ gave his life in lpve for
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passion unfolds, their shouts of praise turn to demands for his crucifixion; he receives a crown of thorns as he is handed
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Maundy Thursday begins the Three Days (or Triduum), remembering the new commandment that Christ gave us in word
, washi
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The Celebration of Easter: The yearly celebration of Jesus' Resurrection is the oldest feast of the Christian Chureh, and th
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