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general welfare of beekeeping, to protect honey
bees, to encourage good
bee management practices, and to encourage good
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The President’s………...Pipings…...…Tyrone Beatty
So, this year we decided to do something a little different. Instead of having all our hives in one central “Apiary” area, we decided to s-p-r-e-a-d
them out throughout our entire property. Our thought process was that,
like when living or working in confined quarters, sickness and disease
are easily spread and carried from one to another. By spreading the hives
out with a little more distance between them, perhaps the survival rate
would be better. If you are looking at it from the natural perspective,
bees do tend to create that space between one hive and another naturally. This makes the probability of transferring varroa mites or other diseases between them less likely, and that is what we hope to mimic. Now
of course, there really isn’t any type of control or testing that we are doing so it’s not very scientific. Unfortunately, at this point we don’t have
the time nor means to be as exacting as we would need to be to prove our
line of thinking is indeed correct. Only time will tell.
We are also excited to start this year with 10 hives! Yes, I know that is a
lot of hives to work. However, after hiving my first 5 nucs and helping
another beekeeper hive their honeybees this past week, do you know
what I have realized? I really do love honeybees! They are amazing little
creatures with so many things to teach us: community, working for the
bettering of all, sacrifice, work ethic, and purpose. They work independently to complete their own task, whether it is cleaning up the hive,
taking care of the children, playing bouncer at the hive entrance, or even
acting as undertaker taking out the dead. All jobs, have their purpose
and to think, it is for the good of all. The care they take to do each job is
amazing and so vital for the survival of all. One superorganism made up
of many. It takes a village, or in this case, an entire hive. I can only do
my part to aid them in their survival and give them every thoughtful advantage. Are you doing anything differently with your hives this year?
Join us at one of our meetings and share your innovations and experience! We will keep you posted as to how our hives do and wish you all a
splendid new beekeeping season.
—Ty
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Barbra Powell
“To Bee…or Not to Bee…!”
Maybe if Shakespeare was a contemporary beekeeper he might have said,
“To Treat…or Not to Treat…Now that is a question!”
Recently I saw some headlines stating that hobby beekeepers are causing
more harm than good to honey bee populations and we should just stop it;
get rid of our hives and plant more flowers. Leave beekeeping to the professionals. But I’ve also seen headlines that it is migratory beekeepers
that are the threat to honeybee health. But wasn’t it the honey producers
that were the menace sometime back for their excessive and exploitive
harvesting practices?
It is both a blessing and a curse to live in the time of the internet. You can
find an article or study to back up just about any position or argument.
How do you decide who is right? While watching the bees fly from flower
to flower outside my window I can delve below the click-bait headlines to
the actual scientific reports. Now I have more information, sure…but do I
have increased knowledge?
In the book, Stop Chasing Carrots author Chris Masi writes, “From 1950
to 2000, the number of scientists worldwide rose form 10 million to 100
million. This dramatic increase in scientific capacity has led to a similarly
dramatic increase in knowledge. As a result, the amount of things we truly understand is decreasing rapidly.” Yes, you read that correctly, it said
understanding is decreasing rapidly. I can believe that because it seems to
sum up how I feel about beekeeping – the more information I take in, the
less I think I KNOW.
As the complexity of a question increases we often must take at face value
what other people tell us without being able to verify facts ourselves. This
increased reliance on outside input can open the door to accepting misinformation and propaganda without realizing what influences you to believe what you accept as truth. (I use the term “propaganda” to encompass
information both intended to deceive and information that arises from an
unknown agenda, belief, or bias on the part of the creator and/or disseminator of information).
Scientists and academics need to publish. News and information outlets
need to grab our attention. Opinions get repeated and can become “fact”
without basis. Education and experience can help differentiate between
opinion, belief, prejudice and fact. Science evolves, it is not static.
Many people, smarter than I, have much to say about pest treatments in
the hive and I will leave it to you to do your own research and decide your
best course of action. But I would like to point you to what I think is a
good discussion/starting point on the topic at: https://
thoughtscapism.com/2017/04/10/treatment-free-beekeepers-give-varroa-

Now I have more
information,
sure…but do I
have increased
knowledge?

“The more information I take in,
the less I think I
KNOW.”
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Barbra Powell
mite-free-rein/. Don’t let the title, ‘Treatment-free’ Beekeepers Give
Varroa Mite Free Rein put you off; both sides are discussed and many
references to original material are provided for further research. Even
some of the comments are referenced and thought provoking.
One of the recently published (March 9, 2017) studies often quoted when
you get past the hobby-beekeeper-killer headlines is A pan-European epidemiological study reveals honey bee colony survival depends on
beekeeper education and disease control http://journals.plos.org/
plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0172591. An interesting read. Of
note, this study states that beekeepers with the highest bee mortality
rates, among other criteria, “…did not attend any beekeeping training during the past three years” and “…were not members of any beekeeping organisations (sic) and did not participate in any cooperative treatment
against Varroa”.
Are my bees healthier and more likely to survive just because I am a member of NOPBA and attend meetings? Probably not. But applying what I
have learned in classes, from mentors, and talking with other beekeepers
provides me with a greater knowledge base and increases my chance of
success. But who knows, if you come to meetings and even volunteer to
serve on the board studies show it just might increase colony survival!
I’ll leave you this month with two more quotes from Masi’s book to ponder:
“Most people underestimate how little information they have in almost all
aspects of their lives, thereby overestimating the quality of their beliefs.”
And, “Nowadays, we can regularly choose from thousands of alternatives,
dramatically reducing the odds of making a good decision.”

Are my bees
healthier and
more likely to survive just because I
am a member of
NOPBA and attend meetings?
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Secretary’s…....Waggle Dance Communications…...Greg Butler

April 2017 Meeting Minutes, General Business
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association
met at the Port Angeles Public Library. President Tyrone Beatty called the meeting to order at 1:05.
Announcements: Tyrone continues to work recruiting
speakers for our club meetings. So far, the Bee Girl has been
planned for our August meeting. He also announced he is now

Meg and Buddy Depew attended the recent Stamets presentation in Seattle
and Meg reported that he is a very engaging speaker and overall it was great.
Tyrone announced that the theme for the 2017 Clallam County Fair has been
chosen as “Poultry in Motion”.

Vice President’s Report: Vice President Barb Powell reported that she
has updated the 2017 Swarm List. It may be found under the ”Contacts” heading on the NOPBA.ORG web page. She will also be distributing the listing to
local County officials that receive calls from the public. Barb also mentioned the
Mentor/Mentee program has been launched and that participants should be
communicating. She is also interested in any issues and/or complaints with the
program.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Chris Beatty reported a $160 deposit from 3
new members, plus 12 renewals, plus one donation bringing the previous balance of $5229.75 to $5389.75.

Chris opened the floor for discussion concerning a donation targeting the
Clallam Bay Correctional Facility to assist the State Department of Corrections
with their Beekeeping Program.

Minutes, also known
as protocols or, informally, notes, are
the instant written
record of a meeting or
hearing. They typically
describe the events of
the meeting and may
include a list of attendees, a statement
of the issues considered by the participants, and related
responses or decisions
for the issues
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Background: Beekeeper Trustee, Mark Urnes led the discussion with a recap of recent work he has been performing for them. Mark explained there are
presently a variety of programs that the prison system is beginning to implement and that beekeeping is one of them. There are five facilities in the state
attempting to accomplish this task. The Clallam Bay Correctional Facility is
where Mark has been participating utilizing his personal resources.
Salient points of discussion:
Prior to Mark’s involvement, the facilitators deployed limited capital to purchase
various beekeeping equipment, including an extractor, but failed to obtain
other more the necessary items, such as a smoker. A donation from our
association would help remedy this situation in order to further advance the
prospects of their success.
Mark has ordered 2 packages of bees for their purpose and has provided them
his “Basic Beekeeping” class where he reports 13 very enthusiastic prospects are becoming Certified Apprentice Beekeepers.
The Washington State program has recently garnered nationwide attention.
Additional information may be referenced at Sustainability in Prisons Project
(SPP) website linked here.
Mark suggested we consider donating $500 to complete additional purchasing
and educational requirements necessary for a total two hives.
Bob asked if Mark might need reimbursement for his personal travel expenses
to which Mark declined.
With no further discussion, Chris brought to vote a motion to donate $500.00 to
Clallam Bay Correctional Facility for their beekeeping activities.
With a quorum of general membership present, the motion passed unanimously.

Secretary’s Report: Meeting minutes from the March 2017 meeting were
approved without changes. Secretary Greg Butler contacted the Clallam County Weed Control Director, Cathy Lucero and announced that Cathy will be giving a short presentation to the general membership at the May meeting being
held May 7. We are hoping to have questions answered about the workings of
the new Weed Control Ordinance.
Note - The regularly scheduled May meeting has been moved up one
week this year to May 7 as May 14 is Mother’s Day.

The
Washington
State program
has recently
garnered

nationwide
attention
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Beekeeper Trustee/Education Report: A club field day was held April
1 at the apiary. Mark reported a good turnout with higher than average interest. A general discussion of woodenware was followed by an inspection of
hives where we were able to see several colonies building up. Dan Harvey
was there and showed us how to mark the queens and performed sampling
with a varroa alcohol wash and nosema analysis. Dan reported via separate
communication that the mite levels were low and there was no nosema.
Thanks Dan !
Mark has two speaking engagements on tap with the Sequim Prairie Grange
later this month and the Fruit Growers in May.

Dan Harvey
was there and
showed us
how to mark
the queens
.

The first shipment of bee packages from Mike are scheduled to arrive this coming Saturday 4/15 and the Sunny Farms deliveries begin 4/22.

Ad Hoc Report: The Ad Hoc position is still vacant awaiting a volunteer to
step up.

Library Report: Librarian Angela Regan is managing the name-tag project
and announced that name-tags are available for members of good standing.
She will happy to “edit” the name-tag for individuals who so prefer.
We have Bee Culture and Bee Keeping, The First Three Years magazines
available. Angela also reminded us that the library will always accept donations of any bee related books anyone has.

Additional Discussion: Bob Pasco reported on the progress with his
queen rearing program but noted that due to the cool spring he still has yet to
complete a full inspection. He has four packages on the way.

New Business: With no additional discussion and no new business, the
meeting was adjourned at 1:45.

Respectfully submitted,
Greg Butler - Secretary

Note - The regularly scheduled May meeting has been
moved up one
week this year
to May 7 as
May 14 is
Mother’s Day.
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May Greetings! By Greg
If it’s not snow shovels, it’s umbrellas…. This is getting ridiculous. Five
months into the new year with the first real month of the beekeeping season upon us and the weather continues to disappoint us. Any nice days
have been real rarities so far. Patience has been the word this season.
Overwintered colonies are prepping nicely and as the packages and nucs
begin arriving, it won’t be long before for the first swarms begin taking to
the air.

NOPBA News
If you haven't been able to attend a meeting lately, be sure and don’t miss
the May meeting on May 7th (one week early due to Mother’s Day).
Cathy Lucero of the Clallam County Weed Control Board has been gracious enough to accept our invitation to stop by and give us an update on
the 2017 Integrated Weed Management program. Please keep in mind
this is not intended to be a public hearing on the issues of weed control.
Rather than having a big debate, we have been afforded a great opportunity to ask questions and come away with some solid information about
the new law. I am hopeful that as beekeepers, we can provide our expertise as a resource for the county that will eventually become mutually advantageous.

A link to sites being considered for
2017 is here: http://www.clallam.net/
weed/doc/2017plannedsites.pdf. For
reference, the full text of the IWM Ordinance which was approved in January 2017 is included here: http://
www.clallam.net/weed/doc/
IWMOrdinance.pdf
Name tags: Also, don’t forget to pickup your new name tag. Angela has
been working on new name tags for everyone with symbols that show how
many years a member has been a beekeeper. She will be happy to edit
your name if needed.

“To catch the
reader's attention, place an interesting sen-

tence or quote
from the story
here.”
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Fun Facts to Know and Tell
This month’s feature is about Propolis or bee glue. Propolis is the resinous mixture that honey bees produce by mixing saliva and beeswax. It
is gathered from tree buds, sap flows, or other botanical sources. It is
used as a sealant for unwanted open spaces in the hive. Propolis is used
for small gaps (approximately 6 millimeters (0.24 in) or less), while larger spaces are usually filled with beeswax. Its color varies depending on
its botanical source, the most common being dark brown.

I was curious about the origin of the word and where it may have come
from. I managed to discover the word is from Greek via Latin. From the
Greek propolis: pro ‘before’ + polis ‘city. In other words, “before the city”.
So more literally, propolis is the substance “surrounding the city”.

Thanks everyone,
Greg Butler - NOPBA Secretary
greg.butler@icloud.com

Propolis:
pro ‘before’
+ polis ‘city.
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From the email bag
Walt,
Here is a photo of Bob Pasco mentoring me installing
my new pack of bees on my first hive. So far, so good
everything looks good.
As a new beekeeper it takes the fear out of installing
your first pack when you have a mentor to walk you
through it. This is a great service that the bee club offers.
The other photos are from the last bee club meeting,
Mark educating many new members to the club.
Angela Regan
NOPBA Librarian

Propolis:
pro ‘before’
+ polis ‘city.
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Earth Day at the Pier

Mark Urnes talks bees. It was a grey day with a little drizzle but
many people showed up. The kids loved the observation hive.

There's the queen
The one with the
white dot!

Kids in total amazement

Checking out the photos hanging
around the booth
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Mark and Mike
Mark is taking his new
packages he purchased
from Mike

“No extra charge
for the hangerons!”

The queue waiting
to pick-up there new
packages
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Mark Unloading
some of the new
bees he purchased
from Mike

“No extra charge
for the hangerons!”

One of the new packages Walt
purchased from Mike now in a
Russian Lazutin Hive.

Each frame in this hive equivalent to two Langstroth deeps.
There are 14 frames in this hive
The hive walls are 2 inches
thick.
This is not a transportable hive
it is a “set it and forget it hive”
The top opens on hinges and it
is worked one frame at a time.
No boxes to lift !
For the plans to build one click
here
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….

“No extra charge
for the hangerons!”

One of Mikes packages is now in this “Layens Hive” of Jerry Dow’s in his apiary.
This also is a “set it & forget it” hive not meant to be transported. and worked
one frame at a time, no boxes to lift. The walls are 2” thick to protect the bees
from summer heat and winter cold just like a hollow tree.
See plans for building click here
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The Guard Bee …..Walt Wielbicki

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
LORENZO L. LANGSTROTH, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

BEEHIVE.
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 9,300, dated October 5, 1852; Reissued May
26

LANGSTROTH.
Bee Hive,
No. 9 ,300,
2 Sheets—Sheet l,

I became, however
most thoroughly convinced that no hives
were fit to be used un-

less they provided uncommon protection

Patented Oct, 5, 1852

against extremes of
heat and more especially cold. I accordingly discarded all
thin hives made of

inch stuff and constructed my hives of
doubled materials, enclosing a dead air

space all around.
“The Hive & the Honey Bee
A beekeepers manual

LORENZO L. LANGSTROTH”
1853

2 Sheets—

Sheet 2

LANGSTROTH, Bee Hive.
No. 9,300.

Patented Oct, 5, 1852.
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread
Chicken with Honey-Orange Sauce

Makes: 4 servings
Active Time: 35 minutes
Total Time: 35 minute
Ingredients
2 navel oranges• 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour• 1/2 teaspoon salt, divided• 1/4
teaspoon freshly ground pepper• 4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, (about 1 1/4
pounds), trimmed and tenders removed • 1 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth• 1
tablespoon canola oil• 1 cup white wine• 1/2 cup golden raisins• 2 tablespoons
honey• 1 3-inch cinnamon stick• 1/2 cup slivered almonds, toasted (see Tip)•
Preparation
Zest and juice one orange. Remove the skin and white pith from the other orange,
then halve and slice. Reserve zest and juice separately from the orange slices.
1.
Combine flour, 1/4 teaspoon salt and pepper in a shallow dish. Dredge chicken in
the flour, shaking off any excess. Transfer the remaining flour to a small bowl, add
broth and whisk to combine.
2.
Heat oil in a large nonstick skillet over medium heat. Add the chicken and cook
until browned, 3 to 4 minutes per side. Transfer to a plate. Add wine to the pan
and cook for 1 minute. Add the flour-broth mixture, the reserved orange zest and
juice, raisins, honey, cinnamon stick and the remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt; bring to a
boil. Reduce heat to a simmer, return the chicken and any accumulated juices to
the pan and cook, turning the chicken once or twice, until an instant-read thermometer inserted into the thickest part of the meat registers 165°F and the sauce
has thickened, 10 to 12 minutes.
3.
Transfer the chicken to a serving platter. Discard the cinnamon stick. Spoon the
sauce over the chicken and garnish with the reserved orange slices and almonds.
4.
Tips & Notes
Tip: To toast slivered almonds, cook in a small dry skillet over medium-low heat,
stirring constantly, until fragrant and lightly browned, 2 to 4 minutes.
•

“To catch the
reader's attention, place an interesting sentence

or quote from the
story here.”
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NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY
Librarian : Angela Reagan

Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping
Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:
Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal
Comb Honey Production
Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition
Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers Honey For Sale: The Official Honey
Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root 18391923
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Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee
At the Hive Entrance
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials
The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)
Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads
The Complete Meadmaker
Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook

“To catch the
reader's attention, place an interesting sentence
or quote from the
story here.”
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?
I am wondering if anyone in the club has honey for sale?
I'm a member and a beginning bee "guardian" but do not
recall anyone talking about having honey for sale. I'm not
interested in the boutique honey that goes for $20 a pint, but
rather quarts at a reasonable price.
Therefore...please announce in the next newsletter that sellers
of honey should make them selves known to the membership.
I am probably not the only one interested in purchasing.
Thank you very much,
"George H. Will" <georgeandjolie@yahoo.com>
683-4037

****NOPBA Member Special
Complete Hive
$299.
Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations
2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled
Also Available Painted
Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell

$59

All hive components hand-finished locally
Call Buddy for orders

360-452-9807

FOR SALE: USED WOODENWARE WITH NEW FOUNDATION. ONE FRAME TO COMPLETE HIVE SET UP.
CALL: Ed, Cell 360-301-0740

Home 457- 7686
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What is Happening Calendar

NOPBA Meeting May 7 @ 1:00 pm
Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale
Saturday May 6 @ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Sunday May 7 @ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
The Spring Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, May 6 from 9am – 12pm and Sunday May 7 from 10am –
12pm at the Woodcock Demonstration Garden (2711 Woodcock Road). A variety of plants will be offered
including northwest natives, perennials, vegetable starts, unique plants, and other garden accessories.

Lecture: Bee-centric Gardening
May 20 @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am
| FREE
Presented by Cindy Ericksen, Master Gardener. This lecture is part of the “Saturdays in the Garden” series
organized by the Clallam County Master Gardeners.

“To catch the

reader's attention, place an
interesting sentence or quote
from the story
here.”
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382

WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. A WSBA class for
certification starts one hour before
the business meeting. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
May, 7, 2017

The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’
Association formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect honey bees, to encourage good bee management practices, and
to encourage good public relations between
beekeepers and the public.
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