
Bishop Rice - GO and possess the land 
 
Deuteronomy 1:20-42 
And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the 
Amorites, which the Lord our God doth give unto us. Behold, the 
Lord thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess 
it, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, 
neither be discouraged. 
 
God had already demonstrated His provision and direction 
for them. 
 
And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will 
send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, and 
bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into what 
cities we shall come. And the saying pleased me well: and I took 
twelve men of you, one of a tribe: And they turned and went up 
into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, and 
searched it out. And they took of the fruit of the land in their 
hands, and brought it down unto us, and brought us word again, 
and said, It is a good land which the Lord our God doth give us. 
 
They did not trust God enough to just go into the Land. They 
chose to send spies into the land to see if it's good.  
 
 Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the 
commandment of the Lord your God: And ye murmured in your 
tents, and said, Because the Lord hated us, he hath brought us 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us. Whither shall we go up? our brethren 
have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and 
taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and 
moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims there. Then I 
said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. The Lord your 
God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to 



all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes; And in the 
wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the Lord thy God bare 
thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until 
ye came into this place.  
 
"In all their humanness", "they decided...how to do...before 
going", which is REBELLION. We need to trust God 
unconditionally. Especially, when He has continuously 
shown us previously His love for us. 
 
Yet in this thing ye did not believe the Lord your God, Who went 
in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your 
tents in, in fire by night, to shew you by what way ye should go, 
and in a cloud by day.  
 
He continues to lead and direct us. He gives us direction, 
either by His word (through scripture) or demonstration.  
 
And the Lord heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and 
sware, saying, Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil 
generation see that good land, which I sware to give unto your 
fathers, Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to 
him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his 
children, because he hath wholly followed the Lord. Also the Lord 
was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go 
in thither. But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, 
he shall go in thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to 
inherit it.  
 
We MUST continue in the way that He leads us in, wholly 
trusting in Him. Not questioning, but believing BEFORE and 
in spite of what we see. 
 
Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey,  
 



Is your word always pleasing to God? 
 
and your children, which in that day had no knowledge between 
good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, 
and they shall possess it. But as for you, turn you, and take your 
journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.  
 
Like the Israelites, Why do we need "people" to confirm what 
God has already shown us? We live - "show us and we'll 
believe!"  
 
God says - BELIEVE ME and I'll show you. 
God is not reactive, He is proactive. He already has a plan for 
how and what He does. 
 
Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against the 
Lord, we will go up and fight, according to all that the Lord our 
God commanded us. And when ye had girded on every man his 
weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill. And the Lord 
said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; for I am not 
among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies. 
 


