Nature’s Nursery News
Fall/Winter 2016

Volume 27, Issue 3

Come Fall,
Leaves aren’t the only things changing
days get shorter and
A sthethetemperatures
get cooler,

Mission
To improve the well-being
of Northwest Ohio wildlife
populations and habitat
through public education and
rehabilitation of injured, ailing
and orphaned wildlife, with
emphasis on coexistence
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Great gift for the Holidays

Call or visit our website to order yours!

what they will need to make it through
winter.
With animals getting ready for
animal behaviors begin to change.
the
colder months, we also begin to
Rather than mating and raising their
see
trends in injuries. Many birds
young, many animals are actually
are beginning to migrate. With so
chasing off those babies they so
many on the move, we tend to see
carefully raised. The young are now
injuries related to collisions. Birds,
expected to fend for themselves, and
from hummingbirds to hawks, are
the adults are concentrating on what
coming in with head trauma and wing
they are going to need to do to get
injuries from run ins with everything
through the coming winter months.
from windows to automobiles. Young
The cases we see at Nature’s
raptors, now needing to provide for
Nursery begin to change as well. All
spring and summer we were admitting themselves, have a hard time of it.
We see them coming in emaciated
orphaned baby animals, as many
and loaded with parasites. These birds
as 40 animals in a day! We are still
often require
taking in some
tube feeding to
baby animals, but
get them through
these cases tend
their immediate
to be different.
health issues.
The fall babies in
They also require
general, don’t tend
a longer time in
to be as healthy
the flight cage,
and require more
needing to prove
intensive care.
to us they can
The baby squirrels
hunt successfully
we raise in the
before they can be
fall have different
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pre-release issues
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is
here,
we never
babies. After
know
what
to
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Great Blue Heron ready for release
expect. Normally
spend several
winter
is
a
slower
time
for us. But if
weeks in larger outdoor cages getting
the
temps
change
quickly
or drop to
experience climbing and caching away
the extreme temperatures we had a
food, they are ready to go. We then
simply find proper release sites. By the few years back, we can get deluged
with herons and various waterfowl that
time fall babies are ready to go, they
find themselves looking for open water
have missed out on the opportunity to
that may not exist.
build a nest and cache away food. To
We plan for each unique season and
increase their chance of survival, we
what
they will bring, but the bottom
release them in the nest boxes they get
line is, we are at the mercy of Mother
used to sleeping in. We also release
Nature… just like the animals in our
in locations where people will put
care.
out food, further ensuring they have
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Rue Update

A message from our Executive Director
busy season is almost behind
T heus and
what a season it has

been! Of the more than 2,300 cases
so far, many stick in my mind. The red
tailed hawk reunited with her mate.
The oiled gull cleaned, cared for and
released. Bald eagles, great horned
owls, a great blue heron and
an array of rare and protected
species.
This season also saw an
outpouring of support in response
to media coverage, crisis or
celebration. When Rue the
coyote was injured and required
extensive surgery, rehabilitation
and enclosure modificationsyou stepped in to help meet her
needs. When “Mrs. D.” built
a nest on top of the Commodore
Perry building, you celebrated with
us when she and her ducklings were
successfully relocated. When Nature’s
Nursery sought your support during the
typically difficult summer fundraising
season, you gave generously. I
enjoyed reading every note of
appreciation and encouragement. And
when we opened our doors to give you

an inside look at our operations, you
showed up in droves with your friends
and families.
As the holiday season quickly
approaches, we have much for which
to be thankful, many animals in our
care and much work to be done. I look

Rue enjoying late Summer in familiar surroundings

forward to the “slow” season when
I can connect with our donors and
partners, hear your stories and learn
how I can be of better assistance to you.
Thank you for without you, we
could not do what we do best- aid
injured, orphaned and ailing wild
animals.
-Steve Kiessling

of you may be wondering
M any
how Rue is doing after her

long rehabilitation process. We are
excited to announce that she was moved
to her enclosure in early September,
taking her to the next step in her
recovery. While she spends a great deal
of time in her den, staff have been
working extensively with her to
get her out into the enclosure for
exercise and enrichment.
If you visit the Center, you
will see some changes to her
environment. Shade cloth and
additional fencing were installed
to better protect her from
predators while ensuring guests
are discouraged from getting
too close and risking their own
safety. Additional dirt was put on top of
her concrete tube and larger vegetation
was removed to allow for easier travel
around the enclosure.
Rue’s extensive medical care,
rehabilitation and improvements to
her enclosure would not have been
possible without the generosity and
encouragement from so many. Because
of you, Rue’s road to recovery has been
very successful.

Patiently waiting for meal time

The Toledo Community Foundation will be offering a $1,000 maximum matching
grant for every donation made on November 29. What better time to give than
when your gift can have DOUBLE the impact. On GIVING TUESDAY, visit www.
natures-nursery.org and make your secure online gift.

Thank you.
For more information on how to participate in one of our events or contribute to our
fundraisers, please contact:
Steve Kiessling at 419.877.0060 or skiessling@natures-nursery.org

What’re you looking at?
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Nature’s Classroom
Nursery is well known for
Nature’s
our free wildlife rehabilitation

services. What might not be so
well known is our role in providing
information on wildlife and conservation
issues and practices. From
thousands of hot-line calls
to hundreds of community
education programs, we are
continually teaching the
public.
Throughout the year,
our Education Department
touches the lives of over
7,000 children and adults.
The significance this goes
beyond enabling people
to see our education
ambassador animals up close.
We offer insights on native species
and habitats. We help dispel myths
about certain species (no, moms will

still accept their babies back after
human contact). It lessens fears based
on misinformation or preconceived
ideas (bats aren’t little vampires but are
good to have in your yard as they eat

Marquita Tillotson- Fall Open House Education Program

mosquitoes).
Most importantly, through our
Education Department, children and

adults learn the importance of native
wildlife and are then less likely to hurt
or kill these animals when they come
in contact with one. We also find that
when people learn more about Nature’s
Nursery’s role in wildlife
protection and conservation,
they are more likely to call us
when encountering an injured
animal and even more likely to
financially support our efforts.
So, if your group or
organization wants to know
more about our local wild
populations and how we
all have a role in protecting
them for future generations,
please let us know. Marquita
Tillotson, our Education
Coordinator, will be more than happy
to design a program with you that will
educate, entertain and inspire.

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand
everything better.” – Albert Einstein
Volunteers make the Center go ‘round

uthor Sherry Anderson is
A quoted
as saying, “Volunteers

don’t get paid, not because they’re
worthless, but because they’re
priceless.” This sentiment could not
be more true at Nature’s Nursery.
Each year, community volunteers
donate over 15,000 hours of
service valued at $330,000 by the
Independent Sector, a nonprofit think
tank. For a small non-profit like ours,
this is a staggering number but a value
that pales in comparison to the level of
our appreciation to the dedication of
our operations support, transporters,
foster care providers, education and
events help and community advocates.
Since we opened our doors in 1989,
volunteers have been the life blood of
our organization. At no time would
we be equipped to handle the number

of calls or cases we receive. Through
you have a passion for wildlife and
tireless efforts 365 days a year, our
want to have a true impact, contact
volunteers clean cages, answer calls,
our Volunteer Coordinator, Nicole
capture injured animals and brave the
Frederick.
elements to care for rehabilitation and
Transporters are our biggest need
education animals.
but we welcome those interested in all
It is well worth mentioning
areas of service.
the diverse
backgrounds, ages
and experiences
of our volunteers.
Each is so unique,
bringing humor,
worldly knowledge,
selflessness and
an unwavering
compassion for all
things wild.
Nature’s Nursery
is always looking
for volunteers. If
Lynda Sheets and Karen Wolf - Nature’s Nursery Night at the Mud Hens
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