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President’s Message
This is the time of the year when we start propagation of plant material for our annual Plant Sale in May. The plant sale is one of our
primary functions for the community by providing affordable plants
to the public and raising money for the Club expenses, but mainly
for our monetary contributions to the community. We offer scholarships to our graduating high school students and donate to school
programs that are plant related and to other worthy causes in our
community. Without the plant sale we have no purpose and, therefore, no garden club.

The Plant Sale Committee has sent out a member survey regarding
the Plant Sale, if you haven’t already completed and returned it,
please do so ASAP. Your thoughts, ideas and criticism will help the
2018
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Meetings
Delta Informal
Gardeners
encourages gar- committee improve the entire Plant Sale process. One of the questions on the survey was “Should we continue the plant sale”! Redening
education and beautificaAugustthrough
27
sponses have been a resounding YES, which is good to hear. Howtion
of the community.
September
24
ever, this plant sale has been organized and run for the past 29 years
October 22
by a dedicated few members with the help of our membership as
the dedicated worker bees. Our core organizers are growing older
Visitors
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2018
Board
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and can no longer do what they once did. So we need more people
monthly meetings.
involved to carry the plant sale forward. One thing the Plant Sale
September 4
committee is doing is establishing committees who will be in charge
October 2
of specific plant material areas such as California Natives (Bob Castle
November 5
and John Case are heading this committee), Seed Propagation for
Propagation
vegetables, herbs, annuals, perennials, etc. (Connie Miller will lead
September 15
that group), Succulents and Cactus (led by Pat Moore and Celia SeldSeptember 22
ers), and Propagation of Cuttings (Steve Hendrickson). We will need
September 29
volunteers to learn from and help each of these plant material
Through November 17th
chairman in propagating the various plants and later help all to up
size to gallon containers in the early spring. This needs to be a team
Field Trips
effort and we need a BIG TEAM! The more people involved, the
September 12—UC Berkeley Botanical more fun and the easier the job.
October 16— California Nursery Historical Park
Speaking of Propagation, we have kicked it off! See the propagation
Corner for what is going on and how you can help!
Classes

September 22—Pompei Nursery
Topic; September in the Garden

Bob Selders,
President

FIELD TRIPS
We had an awesome time at Starry Nites Studios painting a flower
picture. It was a fun time getting to know each other and trying to
make our paintings look somewhat like the example.

By the time you read this we will have gone to the UC
Berkeley Botanical Garden. We always enjoy the different sights there and the cooler weather. We will let you
know how it went.

On Tuesday, October 16th, we will go to the California Nursery Historical Park in Fremont. Located at 36550 Niles Blvd., in the Historic Niles District of Fremont, there are
20 acres that include an 1830’s Adobe from the Rancho era and a Rose Garden. We
will meet as usual at 9 am at the BART park and ride lot on Walnut Blvd in Brentwood.
Sign up at the next meeting or call Robin at 925-759-0700. For more information:
https://fremont.gov/2896/California-Nursery-Historical-Park

Photo from the opening day of propagation

BOARD MINUTES
September 4, 2018—The meeting was called to order at
7:04 pm by Bob.
Bob S. reported on Speakers for the General Meetings.
The September 24th General Meeting Speaker will be
Buzz Bertolero will be speaking on “Fall is for Gardening”;
in October Poppy Holmes’ subject is Seed Propagation
and in November Cathy Voortman will address Chrysanthemums.
Ginger gave the Treasurer’s report.
Chris reported that DIG has 129 members.
The Minutes were approved by the Board for August
2018.
Robin reminded all that the next Field Trip is Wednesday,
September 12th, DIG will visit the UC Berkeley Botanical
Garden. The October 16th Field Trip is on a Tuesday and
will be visiting the California Nursery Historical Park in
Fremont.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
September 24th Buzz Bertolero, on “The Fall
Gardening Season”. This is the time to plant
trees, shrubs and cool season edibles, fertilize,
and add new color, all before the rainy season
begins. Buzz’s presentation will provide some tips
as when and what to do. The Fall Gardening
season is short so having the proper expectations
is important.

Robin talked about the Plant Sale survey responses. The
Survey was sent in the August and a second reminder will
be sent soon. John C. is the temporary publisher for
DIG’s Weeder, but we are looking for a permanent digital
manager to help with the Weeder and the website.
A discussion for expanding the schools that are eligible
for scholarships followed. The discussion will be continued next spring.
NEW BUSINESS: Bob spoke about several items:
This Saturday, September 8th is Clean-Up Day at Wolfe
Ranch from 10 AM to noon. We will be cleaning boxes &
chairs, counting cans, and setting up for propagation, etc.

Propagation starts on September 15 with a hands on lesOctober 22 Our own Poppy Holmes will be pre- son and continues through to November 17. Bring your
senting a program on propagating seeds, a timely gloves and clippers and join us at Wolfe Ranch every Saturday from 10 to noon. Email reminders will start going
program for our Plant Sale Propagation team.
out with information on what is happening and what to
th
November 26 another of our favorite members bring.
Cathy Voortman will be presenting a program on Bob added that DIG is in the process of creating a manChrysanthemums.
ual, a timeline, “Jobs” and Board job descriptions.
nd

December 10th is our annual Holiday Potluck and The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.
installation of officers for next year. It will be at
the Brentwood Community Center. Save the date,
Respectfully,
more information to come.
Sue Castle, Secretary

PROPAGATION REPORT

PLANT OF THE MONTH

September 8th at Wolfe Ranch we cleaned and set up
to begin the Propagation process. I want to thank
everyone who helped.

This month we are looking at a unique plant that is
east to grow, propagate, and very beautiful. Many of
you have seen or has the Wandering Jew in your
home or garden. The Tradescantia pallida is a common plant in the trades. Easy to grow, not demanding of water, soil, or sun but prefers sun, moderate to
light water and moderately rich soil, this plant si a
great way to brighten up your garden.

September 15th we receive instruction on cleaning
and sharpening our pruning shears, so we don’t
spread bacteria to our starts, and the proper way to
propagate from cuttings, followed by hands on
Propagation of cuttings. Thank you all who participated!

This is not, however, the plant of the month. Our
plant of
the
On Saturday 9/22 and every Saturday to mid Novemmonth is
ber from 10:00 to Noon at the Wolfe Ranch, we will
its big
be propagating cuttings that members bring in from
brother
their own gardens. This year, if you bring cuttings,
called
please provide in writing either the botanical and/or
the Giant
common name of the plant, the color of the flower (if
Purple
it is a flowering plant), and as much information as
Heart
you can (shade vs sun, etc.). If you have a photo that
Wandercan be sent electronically to our sign committee we
ing Jew
will be really happy! I hope to see you on Saturday!
or the
If you have questions or interests in specific areas,
Tradesplease feel free to contact the captains of some of the
cantia
plant groups we are propagating this year.
pallida ‘Purple Giant’. This plant is 3 or 4 times the
Succulents Cacti: Celia Selders/Pat Moore
size of your standard Wandering Jew. For those of
California Natives: Bob Castle
you who put it in a hanging basket, be certain that
Seeds/Annuals: Connie Miller
you have room in your hanger for this extremely
Carnations: Kathy Voortman
large cousin of the species. I expect that a fully maTropicals and Rarities: John Case
ture plant will be at least 3 feet across and 6 to 8 feet
Asexual propagation: Steve Hendrickson
long hanging from the pot. It will flower ver small yelWe all need to help everyone by filling pots, moving
low flowers but they are miniscule when compared
completed pots, and especially watering! We make a
to the very large purple leaves.
lot of progress quickly in the early fall. Let’s make this
The specimen that I have was obtained 4 months ago
our best offering to the public ever this year!
in a 4 inch pot from Annie’s Annuals in Richmond.
It is now 18 inches across in a large hanging pot and
beginning to droop down now, fighting gravity with
its large stems. Walking next to a a few weeks ago, I
broke off a small end of a branch. I quickly replanted
it and it was like I never touched it. It almost immediately started growing leave and is now in a 12 inch
hanging pot in another portion of my garden. They
both get water about once a week, more than they
need but it shows no negative results.
If you like plants that are not green leaved, it is hard
to imagine this one being passed over.

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

Ginger Snaps

Members should have received an email about our Plant
Sale survey. The responses so far have given us some great
ideas and everyone wants to continue the sale. Let us
know what we did good or what we can improve on. Even
if your experiences are from a few years back we’d appreciate the input. Cut and paste this link into your computer’s
browser: https:www.surveymonkey.com/r/DK7HMGW . If
you don’t have computer access we will have paper copies
at the next meeting. Thanks!

About 10 dozen 2-inch cookies
Preheat oven to 325 degrees
Cream:
3/4 cup butter
with:
2 cups of sugar
Stir in:
2 well-beaten
eggs
1/2 cup molasses
2 teaspoons vinegar
Sift and add:
3 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons soda
2 to 3 teaspoons ginger (I use 3)
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoons cloves
Mix ingredients until blended. Form dough into 3/4
-inch balls (I make mine bigger). Bake on a greased
cookie sheet for about 12 minutes. For me the crinkled surface develops as it cools.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Hospitality
We thank Julie Redford, Ginger Guider, Marylin Lanfri
and Chris Artz for bringing some great desserts to
share with everyone at our August meeting, and thanx
to Cecilia Selders for help setting up the refreshments.
We also thank Pat Moore, Connie Miller and Beverly
Tucker for volunteering to bring goodies to our September Meeting.
Tristan and Matt, our current are Hospitality Chairpersons, are moving out of the area so we need a new
Hospitality Chairperson(s) and we are looking for volunteers. Please contact Bob Selders if you are interested in this Chairperson position, before he starts
calling you for this position, because it is easier to volunteer than try to say no to Bob! Contact info. 925-642
-0080 or e-mail r.selders@yahoo.com.
Who wouldn’t
like to have this
in their garden.
Thi CA native is
becoming more
and more available.

If all the local stores can put their Christmas decorations on display already, then I guess it’s okay for
me to announce that it’s time to pay your 2019
For the record it
membership dues before the January 1, 2019 deadis the Santa
line. The fee is still a ridiculously low $15 for an individual or $20 for your whole family. Please make
Cruz Island
the check out to “DIG” and either give it to me at
Ironwood Tree,
our next meeting or mail it to me at the address
an relict plants
listed on the back of this Weeder. Filling out the
native only on
membership slip and returning it with your check
Santa Cruz Iswould be greatly appreciated as it alerts me of any
land, one of th
changes to your contact information. Thanks for
your cooperation. I hope DIG’s post office box is Channel Islands. Its Scientific name is Lyonothamnus
soon stuffed with your checks.
Floribundus Aspleniifolius

ADDRESS

ATTN: Chris Artz

_________________________________________________________________

Brentwood, CA 94513

NAME

PO Box 66

_________________________________________________________________

DIG Membership

Please fill out the membership
form and mail it along with your

_________________________________________________________________
CITY

STATE

ZIP

_________________________________________________________________

dues to the next general meeting.

EMAIL ADDRESS

may also bring your form and

_________________________________________________________________

dues to the address above. You

PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

Please make checks payable to DIG. □ New Member □ Renewal

Directions
DIG meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Brentwood Community Methodist Church,
809 Second Street in Brentwood.
Winter and Spring propagation events, as well as our annual plant sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch, 700 Creek
Road, Brentwood.
deltainformalgardeners.org

Brentwood Ca 94513
P.O. Box 66
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