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Fly fishing
Fishing isn’t hot on the Spo-

kane River, said Sean Visintainer 
at Silver Bow Fly Shop, but it will 
keep improving with the warm-
er weather. Tungsten jig stones 
have been good recently.

Lenice and Nunnally lakes 
opened Monday with a one-fish-
per-day limit on rainbow trout, 
and a lot of these fish are mea-
suring around 18 inches. Lake 
Lenore should provide excellent 
opportunities to catch Lahontan 
cutthroat up to nearly 10 pounds. 
Dry Falls Lake has a large popu-
lation of big, hungry rainbow as 
well as brown and tiger trout.

Trout and kokanee
Anglers are still not finding 

many kokanee in Lake Roosevelt. 
Spring Canyon, which normal-
ly heats up in March, is no ex-
ception, but trollers looking for 
kokes are finding a lot of rainbow, 
many over 20 inches.

It’s open, but Amber Lake’s 
rainbow and cutthroat fishing 
generally picks up toward the 
end of March. Amber is under 
selective gear rules, and there is 
a one trout over 18 inches daily 
limit.

At the W.T. Wooten Wildlife 
Area in Columbia County, only 
Blue, Spring, Rainbow and Deer 
are open to fishing following 
flooding last year. Big 4 Lake 
won’t be stocked in 2021 due to 
flood damage. Watson Lake’s 
footbridge was washed away by 
flood waters, so you must wade 
the river or walk in from Deer 
Lake to access it.

Salmon and steelhead
Reports are winding down 

on the Snake, Clearwater and 
Grande Ronde as the season is 
getting later and fish closer to 
spawning. The Grande Ronde is 
pretty high, but the Snake and 
Clearwater are good. Reports 
from the upper Clearwater have 
been good for B-runs.

Steelhead fishing is closed 
upstream of the Interstate 182 
Bridge at Richland, but anglers 
can continue to fish for steelhead 
downstream of the Highway 395 
Bridge at Pasco through March 
31.

Emergency rules are in place 
for steelhead fisheries in south-
east Washington. The Snake 
River remains open to steelhead 
fishing through the end of March 
with daily limits of one hatch-
ery steelhead from the mouth to 
Lower Granite and two hatchery 
steelhead from Lower Granite 
upstream. Tributary fisheries in 
the Touchet, Walla Walla and 
Tucannon rivers remain open 
through April 15 with a daily 
limit of one hatchery adult. The 
Grande Ronde River also is open 
through April 15 with a daily 
limit of two hatchery steelhead. 
Salmon fishing is open from the 
mouth of the Columbia River 
to the Interstate-5 Bridge, but 
spring chinook usually don’t ar-
rive in large numbers until late 
March and April.

Idaho ice fishing
Avondale Lake has good ice 

and the slush has frozen. Anglers 
are having mixed results on trout 
and a variety of spiny ray.

Cocolalla remains one of the 
best perch lakes in Idaho, al-
though fishing has been slow this 
week. Best luck is at sunrise and 
sunset in at least 35 feet of water.

Washington ice fishing
Two friends and I drove to 

Curlew Lake Feb. 24 where we 
rented a cabin for two nights at 
Tiffany’s Resort and fished for 
perch a couple of hundred yards 
out from the docks in 45 feet of 

water. A lot of fish showed on the 
fish locator. Although they peri-
odically got lockjaw, there were 
flurries of great action and my 
friends iced well over a hundred 
9- to 11-inch perch while I mostly 
watched the action despite fish-
ing a hole only 3 feet from them. 
I did catch a couple of nice rain-
bow. The most effective setup for 
the perch was a large Swedish 
Pimple baited with a perch eye.

A friend continues to fish Sa-
cheen Lake using a green Ratfin-
kee with a 2-inch dropper bait-
ed with maggots. He is catching 
crappie, perch and an occasional 
trout in 34 to 40 feet of water. He 
recommends going early as the 

bite is over by 11 a.m.
Deer Lake has good ice in the 

bays, but the middle is unsafe for 
ice fishing. There was quite a lot 
of activity out from the public 
access on Monday’s opener, and 
a few lake trout were reported 
caught. Liberty Lake, which also 
opened Monday, is known for 
outstanding brown trout fishing 
in March. It was iced over at the 
access at midweek, but there was 
a little water showing.

Ice fishing is still underway 
at Leader Lake near the town of 
Okanogan, with catches of 8- to 
10-inch perch and occasional 
crappie and bluegill. Patterson 
Lake near Winthrop is also open 

year-round with catches of perch 
and kokanee through the ice. 
Bonaparte Lake near Tonasket 
is productive for rainbow and 
kokanee and Palmer Lake near 
Loomis usually has decent perch 
fishing through March. At Roses 
Lake, most anglers are targeting 
rainbow trout, which are 11-13 
inches. For anglers willing to 
hike or with a snowmobile, the 
Antilon lakes can produce limits 
of brown trout mostly in the 12- 
to 14-inch range.

Spiny ray
The right side of the launch at 

Porcupine Bay is fenced off and 
the left side is covered with sand, 

leaving only the middle suitable 
for launching. Walleye anglers 
are finding a few schools of fish 
on shallow water flats near Buoy 
1. Bigger fish are in 20-30 feet of 
water and smaller fish are deep-
er. Use jigs tipped with night-
crawlers.

Other species
Based on recent marine toxin 

tests, the Washington Depart-
ment of Health has determined 
that except for the Westport Boat 
Basin, Dungeness crab are un-
safe for human consumption in 
Marine Area 1 (Ilwaco from the 
Columbia River to Leadbetter 
Point) and Marine Area 2 (south 
of Point Chehalis) and Marine 
Area 2-2 (Grays Harbor).

Hunting
Snowshoe hare season is open 

until March 15. The rabbits are 
white, but diminished snowfall 
at some of the lower elevations 
makes them easier to spot.

WDFW is taking comments 
on 2021-2023 hunting regulation 
proposals until Thursday eve-
ning.

This includes a change in 
grouse hunting season dates 
which will change to Sept. 15 
from the usual Sept. 1 opener. 
The survey works best with a 
Google Chrome browser, but give 
it a second to load. You can also 
access the survey at publicinput.
com/R7743.

Contact Alan Liere at spokesman-
liere@yahoo.com
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Inland NW Trapshoot Final

Division I Team totals
Club Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Total
Yakima Valley Sportsmen 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 800
Marlin-Odessa Gun Club 98 100 100 100 100 100 100 98 796
Garfield-St. John Gun Club 96 99 97 97 95 97 98 98 777
Omak Fish and Game Club 92 92 94 94 96 95 91 91 745
Endicott Gun Club 91 92 90 91 92 87 88 87 718
Spokane Gun Club 98 97 97 0 97 93 95 99 676

Division II Team totals
Club Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Total
Kettle Falls Gun Club 100 99 99 100 100 98 100 100 796
Wenatchee Gun Club 98 99 99 97 100 96 94 95 778
Spokane Rifle Club 97 98 97 93 98 97 95 90 765
Ritzville Gun Club 94 93 97 94 91 96 92 93 750
Ft. Colville Gun Club 93 96 93 94 92 86 91 91 736

Division III Team totals
Club Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Total
Wallace-Kellogg Gun Club 100 100 97 98 98 96 98 97 784
Almira/Coulee City Gun Club 93 100 97 100 93 98 95 96 772
Spangle Gun Club 97 96 94 97 94 100 95 94 767
Metaline-Newport Gun Club 96 94 95 94 97 93 98 94 761
Malden-Pine City Gun Club 97 95 93 98 94 94 91 92 754
Othello Gun Club 90 94 96 98 95 96 95 87 751
Quincy Gun Club 94 90 92 91 91 96 91 96 741
Bonners Ferry Gun Club 95 93 96 95 95 87 84 93 738
Davenport Gun Club 89 90 92 90 98 94 93 91 737
Ephrata Sportsman Association 95 95 94 87 94 91 84 86 726
Thompson Falls Trap Club 93 91 86 96 87 85 86 93 717
Sandpoint Gun Club 92 97 92 99 97 97 96 24 694
Noxon Rod and Gun Club 78 84 78 90 90 90 76 83 669
Oroville-Tonasket Gun Club 0 98 98 94 92 97 96 84 659
Sprague Rod and Gun Club 0 82 86 54 65 77 74 54 492

Women’s Team totals
Club Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Total
Garfield-St. John Gun Club 88 88 86 86 89 88 92 95 712
Yakima Valley Sportsmen 88 86 88 85 90 88 84 85 694

Wallace-Kellogg Gun Club 78 86 79 84 82 82 84 86 661
Marlin-Odessa Gun Club 81 82 85 80 79 78 80 74 639
Kettle Falls Gun Club 28 83 84 86 51 89 86 85 592
Spokane Rifle Club 76 74 65 76 80 70 69 72 582
Ritzville Gun Club 68 79 77 68 73 69 64 70 568
Malden-Pine City Gun Club 78 79 65 79 75 83 0 67 526
Spangle Gun Club 53 83 79 54 50 81 63 47 510
Othello Gun Club 55 41 52 68 84 48 58 57 463
Metaline-Newport Gun Club 68 64 53 64 65 56 50 39 459
Bonners Ferry Gun Club 73 81 57 56 60 52 60 0 439
Almira/Coulee City Gun Club 22 70 62 69 57 55 51 46 432
Ephrata Sportsman Association 46 49 49 52 59 47 23 27 352
Omak Fish and Game Club 32 37 57 39 36 54 42 54 351
Endicott Gun Club 30 51 46 42 39 65 37 35 345
Ft. Colville Gun Club 40 57 20 24 22 21 38 23 245
Sandpoint Gun Club 21 27 22 19 21 31 16 20 177
Sprague Rod and Gun Club 0 23 22 30 30 26 27 16 174
Spokane Gun Club 16 15 18 0 36 16 0 12 113
Thompson Falls Trap Club 18 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 48
Quincy Gun Club 0 7 8 4 11 0 0 0 30
Wenatchee Gun Club 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23

Youth Division Team totals
Club Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Total
Bonners Ferry Gun Club 96 91 95 98 93 92 87 90 742
Spangle Gun Club 94 93 94 95 89 92 92 91 740
Wallace-Kellogg Gun Club 94 87 89 89 94 95 91 85 724
Marlin-Odessa Gun Club 79 88 85 78 94 91 87 85 687
Garfield-St. John Gun Club 80 85 85 85 83 90 88 83 679
Metaline-Newport Gun Club 72 68 75 83 88 81 81 81 629
Omak Fish and Game Club 83 78 83 87 78 63 71 74 617
Kettle Falls Gun Club 69 72 83 77 53 73 76 89 592
Ritzville Gun Club 57 56 73 70 60 78 74 60 528
Ephrata Sportsman Association 55 69 74 61 53 69 59 64 504
Almira/Coulee City Gun Club 61 36 43 64 72 66 75 66 483
Davenport Gun Club 49 60 57 62 51 62 61 39 441
Spokane Gun Club 21 73 82 0 35 81 80 48 420
Endicott Gun Club 38 34 35 26 47 43 58 59 340
Sprague Rod and Gun Club 0 33 39 59 63 56 32 38 320
Sandpoint Gun Club 35 37 31 38 50 27 27 31 276
Othello Gun Club 40 0 79 13 41 35 21 37 266
Ft. Colville Gun Club 67 22 23 24 22 46 24 23 251
Malden-Pine City Gun Club 49 37 36 27 25 17 0 16 207
Thompson Falls Trap Club 23 30 19 20 21 19 18 19 169
Wenatchee Gun Club 0 19 21 18 21 45 18 16 158
Quincy Gun Club 0 13 19 11 17 20 19 18 117

Individuals
AA: Jennifer Klingele (Yakima Valley) 199, 
Grant Williams (Wallace-Kellogg) 197, Mike 
Scharbach (Quincy) 197, Rick White (Yakima 
Valley) 196, Cody Hansen (Kettle Falls) 
195, Ty Mertes (Ephrata) 191, Mike Koppel 
(Malden-Pine City) 188, Orin Olsen (Spokane 
Rifle) 188, Dan Asker (Marlin) 187, Brian 
Chatwin (Spangle) 185, Tavistock Neiman 
(St. John) 159.

A: Brian Martin (Spokane Gun) 194, 
James Turnbull (Yakima Valley) 191, Brent 
Livengood (Metaline-Newport) 189, Alan 
Keasal (Garfield) 189, Darren Hansen (Kettle 
Falls) 188, Darin Williams (Wallace-Kellogg) 
187, Marshall Bafus (St. John) 187, Mark 
Brashear (Marlin) 186, Ed Knebel (Quincy) 
185, Joe Cushman (Spangle) 184, Mark 
Edwins (Ephrata) 182, Gary Smith (Spokane 
Rifle) 181, Kyle Edwards (Davenport) 181, 
Wes Frederick (Ritzville) 178, Jason Heider 
(Ritzville) 178, Diane Koppel (Malden-Pine 
City) 172, Eric Johnson (Endicott) 170.

B: Jeff Mitchel (Yakima Valley) 193, Dale 
Klingele (Yakima Valley) 193, Wayne 
Burkholz (Kettle Falls) 190, John Schroeder 
(Wallace-Kellogg) 189, Juan Rocha (Marlin) 
187, Terry Blair (Garfield) 184, Brad Bare 
(Metaline-Newport) 181, Ethan Denmark 
(Spokane Gun) 181, Leon Hopkins (Spokane 
Rifle) 175, Andy Brewer (St. John) 174, Matt 
Leffel (Ritzville) 173, Dave Carroll (Malden-
Pine City) 173, Jeff Sevigney (Spangle) 
172, Erik Borg (Ephrata) 170, Tony Leibelt 
(Quincy) 165, John Merkle (Davenport) 153, 
Larry Garrett (Endicott) 151.

C: Jeff Doerschel (Wallace-Kellogg) 180, 
Marcus Renz (Kettle Falls) 179, Peter 
Jones (Metaline-Newport) 175, Nick Curry 
(Garfield) 172, Justin Simonson (Ritzville) 
171, Lance Relyea (Spangle) 170, Luke Guin 
(Malden-Pine City) 169, Conrad McGuire 
(St. John) 168, Brent Finkbeiner (Marlin) 
166, Mark Toombs (Spokane Gun) 165, 
Chaz Webberley (Quincy) 162, David Grout 

(Spokane Rifle) 157, Ryan Roloff (Ephrata) 
149, Jeff Holderby (Davenport) 126, Jim 
Krouse (Endicott) 103.

D: Al Eims (Yak) 181, Kevin Jones (Wal-
Kel) 170, Ryley Tobert (KF) 170, Cooper 
Thompson (Gar) 168, Jim Galley (Met-New) 
166, Dave Breazeale (Ritz) 156, Aiden Chilson 
(Spa) 150, Brian Finkbeiner (Mar) 145, Sam 
Larson (Mal-PC) 135, Paul Dudroe (SpoRifle) 
126, Jay Park (Eph) 97.

Women: Jennifer Klingele (Yak) 199, Hayley 
Oertli (Wal-Kel) 181, Lisa Enyeart (KF) 179, 
Jessica Pelissier (End) 177, Reagan Sevigney 
(Spa) 165, Lisa Livengood (SpoRifle) 164, 
Kelli Broeckel (Mal-PC) 156, Colletee Nichols 
(Ritzv) 154, Shana Brashear (Mar) 144, Amy 
Swannack (StJ) 137, Mikki Bisset (SpoGun) 
115, Staci Downing (Eph) 105, Jeanette 
Chevalier (Met-New) 97.

Junior: Ace Thomas (Yak) 194, Griffey 
Doerschel (Wal-Kel) 190, Garrett Birch (KF) 
177, Levi Holmes (Spa) 169, Kate Denmark 
(SpoGun) 168, Colton Seeber (Met-New) 
164, Eric Mooney (Dav) 162, Kass Kimble 
(Mar) 159, Mason Gilchrist (End) 149, Gage 
Bauer (Ritz) 143, Jaxson Orr (Gar) 140, Zane 
Webb (StJ) 139, Tessa Wade (Eph) 113, Reid 
Thompson (Qui) 104.

Sub-Junior: Parker Goldade (Wal-Kel) 179, 
Nic McLaughlin (Spa) 179, Patrick Wolf (KF) 
162, Jayden Hunt (Met-New) 128, Nolan 
Wright (Qui) 117, Rowdie Jo Broeckel (Mal-
PC) 114, Karsten Stokoe (Ritz) 69, Marty 
Meserve (End) 67.

Veteran: Mike Scharbach (Qui) 197, James 
Turnbull (Yak) 191, John Cushing (Yak) 189, 
Rod Hubner (Gar) 188, Clint Stevenson 172, 
Ken Groh (Spa) 170, Ron Moeller (Dav) 164, 
Rod Arbuckle (Eph) 156, George Johnstone 
(StJ) 153, Ed Hayes (Mal-PC) 152, Brian 
Kamer (Ritz) 151, Nick Larson (Met-New) 148, 
Noel Bowden (Mar) 144, Doug Kvasnicka 
(SpoGun) 125.

WEEKEND
WEATHER

TODAY
Partly sunny
High: 59
Low: 37

FRIDAY
Partly sunny
High: 63
Low: 37

SATURDAY
Partly sunny
High: 50
Low: 34

SUNDAY
Partly sunny
High: 52
Low: 34

HUNTING
+FISHING

By Alan Liere

Tip of the week
The water level on Lake Roosevelt is beginning 

to drop, and this usually draws the daphnia that 
kokanee feed on into the lower reaches of the 
reservoir. Fishing for kokanee and rainbow should 
begin to improve.

Overheard
All through March, WDFW will be posting 

informative blog posts about spring turkey hunting 
and how to get started at myWDFW.com. A banner 
season is expected as the relatively light winter 
resulted in good turkey survival.

Heads up
There were two errors in last week’s report. 

Current fishing licenses are good through March 31, 
not March 1 as written. The second error involved 
the Quincy Chamber Fishing Derby on Burke Lake, 
which was said to have been canceled. The derby, 
set for Saturday, has not been canceled, but rather 

scaled back to accommodate just children. There 
will be no need to register. Chamber people will 
instead be at both Burke Lake access points at 
7 a.m. Saturday, handing out goodie bags to the 
kids. After fishing, the kids will go back to the same 
location to receive prizes, while they last. There will 
also be a photo contest in which fishing photos can 
be sent to the Quincy chamber and winners will 
receive a share of prizes valued at $1,000. Burke 
Lake will be a great choice for anglers seeking 
good numbers of rainbow trout. In 2020, Burke 
received much less angler effort than many other 
lakes. It was stocked with 3,000 11– to 12-inch trout 
last March and those that avoided the hook should 
be 13–15 inches. Burke Lake was also stocked with 
21,000 spring fingerlings that will be in the 11– to 
12-inch range.

Idaho Fish and Game still needs anglers’ help 
to collect about 226 pairs of steelhead from the 
South Fork Clearwater. The program will continue 
until broodstock goals are met, or until early April, 
whichever comes first. Contact IDFG for details.

Melaine Williams took this photo of a ladybug hatch along the Spokane River in Riverside State Park.
Web extra: Submit your own outdoors-related photographs for a chance to be published in our weekly 

print edition and browse our archive of past reader submissions online at spokesman.com/outdoors.
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COURTESY OF MELAINE WILLIAMS

LADYBUG HATCHING


