Volume 23, Issue 6
June 2019
Dear Chris…

2

Monthly News

2-8

Photo Page

7

Annual Pentecost Picnic
The annual Pentecost Picnic will be held on Sunday, June 9, at
Beth Schmidt Park on Cook Road following Worship. Ted’s Catering will
be cooking Hotdogs, Hamburgers, and Veggie burgers along with the
fixings. The cost will be $8 for adults and $4 for children 5-11. Children
under 5 eat for free. Let the church office know if you plan to attend.
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Our Vacation Bible School will begin this year on
Sunday, June 23 with a family kick off night in the
Community Life Center. We will introduce the theme and one
of the stories and get us in the mood for the next three
evenings. Monday June 24 thru Wednesday June 26 we will
meet in the evenings, starting with a light meal and then
continuing with our story, craft, science project and recreation
each evening for children ages Pre-K to rising 5th graders.
Registration is now live on the church website. Make sure you
sign your child or grandchild up today!

This year for VBS we are starting a new initiative to cover the cost of the
meals for Vacation Bible School. VBS is an outreach to the community where we hope to
get children from other churches to come and share with us for the week. In order to
help with food costs for the week, we would like to ask the congregation to help
sponsor a child’s meal for the week. For a donation of $10 this will help to cover the
cost of our food for VBS. If you make out a check, just note on the memo line of your
check “VBS sponsor.” Thanks for your support for the children of the church and the Community.
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Not just because there are
more weddings in June than any
other time, I chose love as a
follow-up to the sermon I delivered
on May 19 entitled, “Defining
Easter.” If love is the simplest and
clearest way to express our faith, then
it is important that our actions as a church reflect love in what we
do. As we plan and live out being the church, I want to encourage all
of our boards, committees, fellowships, and ministries to make sure
that we always look for how love is expressed in what we are
planning to accomplish.
Love sounds trite anymore in a complex world. In an
atmosphere of disagreement, Love becomes part of the war of
definitions. So, what I am asking is not always easy to do. But as we
enter Summer time, let it be that love is expressed in our grace and
generosity. This is a time when we do different activities. Through
travel, leisure, having to be busy when it feels more natural to relax
and enjoy, we find it easy to see that things aren’t quite as busy at
church. This use to be the truth, but it no longer is. As love is
complex, so are summer ministries.
Summer is actually one of the busiest times of the year
when it comes to experiencing faith, joy and love. On any given
Sunday, visitors will be with us who may be shopping for a church.
We may not see our task as members to be attentive to this since
there are less people on a Sunday, but it is always the time we least
expect that love is needed the most. Also, we place a lot of emphasis
on creating experiences for children and youth in the summer.

The Torch

(“Chris” is short for Christian)

Vacation Bible School, Summer Camp, Scout outings, and Music Camp
are our greatest outreach opportunities of the year and allow us to
welcome more young families into the church. Generosity doesn’t flag
both as we bring school supplies, mission kits, and funding to help
people in need comes in the middle of summer itself. Love is needed
in our summer selves with welcoming spirit, joy, and generosity.
Many know that our Farmers Market has seen a tremendous
turn around with Aeriel Miller as our new director. As the heat of
summer comes, so do all the wonderful tomatoes, corn, and produce
that we need to come enjoy. In addition, we need to pass the word
and encourage attendance on Thursday afternoons. You will be truly
surprised if you haven’t come out how a complete market can
enhance your summer! On August 11, Football Sunday will be here
for its 46th year! Our participation shows love and support in ways
you may never know! Coming to downtown Elon to eat at a
restaurant or get a cup of coffee is a way to support our community
while students are away, plus the ice cream is great at Smitty’s! Let
them know you are from the church and want to support them.
Love comes in so many ways and I have just given you a
taste of all that goes on here in the Summer! Let your love shine
here and wherever you find yourself in June, July, and August! You
can see we need you here when you can be and know that Sunday
School, Worship, and many activities continue. There are still more
surprises as we live faithfully and lovingly to be the church and grow
in that love beyond our wildest imagination!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
BIBLE Q&A CONTINUES INTO JUNE!

The class has come up with incredible questions! We have started exploring the answers to questions like,
“Is the Bible True? How important is the Bible to our faith? What does Bible-based mean? Why do we fear the
Bible?” Many more questions, simple and complex are a part of our task to answer these queries. Join us as we
continue this important back and forth. We will meet through the summer.

Would You Like To Share Your Musical Talent With The Church This Summer?
As you may know, the Chancel Choir is off during the summer months. We are looking for folks who would like to
provide special music at our services during the summer. If you sing or play an instrument and are interested in
participating, please email Stephen at sfutrell@elon.edu. Folks of all ages are welcome.
Blessings—Stephen
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Justice and Witness Minister from the UCC, Rev. Traci Blackmon and
many more. We heard moving sermons, some which moved me to
tears, lectures challenging us to new ways of looking at scripture,
Last week I attended the
visioning beyond Sunday morning, and speaking truth to love in our
Festival of Homiletics in Minneapolis, MN. message on Sunday. Along with the speakers, I also had an
Despite cold weather in Minneapolis
opportunity to meet new people, especially my roommate who was a
sometimes, I was lucky because it actually UCC pastor from Wisconsin and we formed a new friendship that will
was warm last week. The Festival of
last a lifetime. I experienced Mall of America where I shopped to I
Homiletics showcases preachers from around the country on a
literally almost dropped because on that particular day my step count
designated theme each year. This year’s theme was “Preaching with
was over 28,000. Thanks for giving me an opportunity to continue my
Moral Imagination.” We heard some prophetic voices such as Rev. Dr. education by attending this festival furthering my growth as a
William Barber, Dr. Jim Forbs, Rev. Otis Moss III, along with the
preacher!
- Sharon

Earth Lovers Wanted for Green Church
Green Church is looking for a couple new members. If you would like to join our efforts to care for creation or if you
have questions, contact David Andes at (336) 269-4126 or dandes1043@gmail.com. We have fun, we learn, we take action.

Celebration and Prayers for
Those in Sanctuary in NC
As we celebrate the great joy of Minerva being granted permanent resident
status, we also remember those still in sanctuary in NC: Juana Tobar, Jose Chicas,
Eliseo Jiminez, Rosy Cruz, and Samuel now in Mexico, and over 50 others currently in
sanctuary across the country. Hold these brave, strong leaders and the sanctuary
churches in your prayers and fight for their freedom.

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler

COOL and EDGE
We will honor any
high school or higher learning
graduates on Sunday, June 2. If you have
someone you would like to recognize please
call Sharon Wheeler in the office or e-mail her
at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com.

(5th-7th Grade)
June 2

(8th-12th Grade)

End of Year Party—The Youth will meet at Stoney Creek Pool at 2 pm
for a Pool Party. Pizza will be provided. Stoney Creek Golf Course and
Pool are located at 911 Golf House Rd East, Whitsett, NC. Bring money
for drinks and they usually sell ice cream.
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Help Our Furry Friends
Bring in cat or dog food to help two local non-profit groups feed
hungry animals. The food will be divided between the Humane Society of
Alamance County (HSAC) and Animal Resource Friends (located in Mebane). HSAC
needs food for foster animals as well as their “No More Empty Bowls” program
that provides food to families to care for their pets. Animal
Resource Friends provides monthly distribution of pet food to
families to care for their pets. Both groups have additional
programs and services.
So, help our furry family members in need! We will be
collecting food June 2 – July 28. For questions or more information,
please contact Racheal Stimpson at 540-998-9459 or rstimpso@vt.edu.

Women’s Fellowship Circle Meetings in June
The Women’s Fellowship of Elon Community Church is pleased to announce that our Senior Pastor, Rev. Randy
Orwig, will present our concluding program on our theme for the year, “God’s Promise, I Am With You” on Monday
evening, June 3, 2019. The Morning and Evening Circles will meet separately in Upstairs Classrooms at 5:30 pm and will
join together for the Covered Dish Dinner at 6:00 pm followed by the program and a concluding Business Meeting led by
our Co-President Jean Toms. We invite anyone who is interested to come and join us for a spiritual blessing and good
fellowship.

The SOCIAL JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP had a great first gathering with a general review and discussion around
the impacts of Inequality, which the Justice and Witness Committee feels is a foundation we need to understand.
The book we are using is entitled “The Spirit Level” by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, an international
bestseller subtitled “Why Greater Equality Makes Societies Stronger.” We still have a few books available for $15.
On Tuesday, June 4, we will have presenters give brief review of how inequality impacts important issues
we face: education, racism, crime & incarceration, public health and drug use, and mental health. We will close
this important study by seeing clear connections to the problems of our day. Please plan to attend even if you haven’t read the book. Our
fellowship is growing, come out and learn!

Vegetarian Potluck and Movie
On Monday, July 8, at 6:00 pm in the CLC, we will have a vegetarian potluck supper and a
screening of Paris to Pittsburgh, a National Geographic film. It features people reporting from the front
lines of the climate crisis in our country. We learn of innovative efforts to reduce greenhouse gases and
to protect the health of our earth. Come and enjoy delicious food, good fellowship, and an inspiring
movie.
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Practices: Hospitality, Service, Justice, Testimony, Submission

Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With
food purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without
food are given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening
meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top
right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your
group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and
deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-2290881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission
and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff.
Arrival time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and cleanSeptember 7 Deacons Board
up is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or
June 1
Chancel Choir
October 5
Evangelism Board
sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and
July 6
Women's Fellowship
November 2 Book Club
gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you for your support of
August 3
Trustees Board
December 7 Seekers SS Class
this very vital program!

Church Council Highlights
By Tanya Gold, Church Council Secretary

Treasurer happily reported that income is up and expenses are down over last year. Several church families have paid their 2019 pledges in full
already, which means that things will even out as the year comes to a close.
Choir Director Stephen Futrell had asked to speak to Council to express his appreciation, as his first “academic year” at ECC is coming to a
close. He enjoys his job here, and Council assured him that we also are very happy with his music leadership. Randy asked Stephen’s opinion
on sound system upgrades needed, and the discussion ended with Council passing a motion directing Stephen to form a team and bring forward
some options for consideration.
Deacons are considering implementing a shepherding program to better connect with their “assigned” families within the church.
Trustees are still awaiting details/quotes before addressing some major maintenance items on the sanctuary, and also to include in their 5-Year
Maintenance Plan.
Board of Christian Education discussed VBS. Preschool kids will go home early each evening. Still need help with food, decorating, etc. Starting
next week, the bulletin will ask for VBS sponsors. A donation of $10 will cover a child’s meals, and take stress off the CE Board budget. A
family baseball game outing is being scheduled for July.
Missions & Outreach Board has now lined up a full schedule of monthly “Missions Minutes” to inform members about our many areas of
outreach. Women’s Resource Center will be the focus on June 23. Born Again Jewelry collected $365 for missions on May 5. Racheal’s truck is
full of baby items to deliver tomorrow. Summer’s focus is on collecting animal food for hungry pets! We will be collecting school supplies in
August (to be shared locally), and items to make hygiene kits for Church World Service in September.
Board of Evangelism is working out logistics for installing “God’s Door is Open to All,” an impact statement inspired by Jonathan Chapman (a
former ECC pastoral intern). They plan for it to be revealed in time for Football Sunday and Music Camp.
Women’s Fellowship will be updating the Fellowship Room with new paint and carpet.
Pastor Sharon recently attended a conference on Homiletics, the art of preaching. We can look forward
to hearing what she has learned as she shares with us from the pulpit on June 2.
Pastor Randy was excited that today the congregation had supported Johns River Valley Camp (of which
he is Director) with 38 envelopes containing $1000 as they “Ramp Up for Camp.”
Summer “vacation” effects on church staff: Monica will be taking Mondays off, and Lori will take some Fridays off. Randy and Bev will be
taking a trip to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary, and Sharon and Ted will enjoy their vacation time sunning on the beach.
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Authentically Alamance Farmers’ Market Network at Elon Community Church

How to support the market ALL season?

We’re entering into a slight lag time of the
market season. We’re passing peak spring veggie season and
have a few weeks until we enter the beginning of the
bounty of summer. What does that mean for you as a
market shopper? How about strategically shopping at market
for items that ARE accessible right now until the next
season begins.
This chart shows a general overview of what
produce items are available during which months in NC. This
is for general knowledge and is not guaranteed as all
farming is dependent on the weather.
Several of our market farmers utilize hoop houses
or high tunnels to either begin a season early or extend a
season for any particular produce item. These are similar to
greenhouses, however they do not have a powered source of
heat but rather are heated by the sun. They can also
provide shade to cooler temperature produce as the weather
heats up. It’s a very innovative approach to providing access
to produce items for more than their traditional season
window.
So what can you do? Be sure to sign-up to
receive our market newsletter each week, which highlights what vendors will be present at market each week, as well as provides a list of
items available for purchase that week. The newsletter is sent out on Wednesday mornings to allow you time to plan your shopping list before
market on Thursday afternoon. Thus allowing you to be strategic in your planning and shopping. As the produce availability remains a little low
for the next couple of weeks, we certainly appreciate you purchasing what you can from market each week, and when you do, snap a pic and
tag us on Facebook using the hashtag #authenticallyalamance!
Authentically Alamance Farmers’ Market at Elon Community Church is located at the corner of Williamson Ave. & College Ave. in
downtown Elon. Hours of operations are weekly on Thursday’s from 3pm - 6:30pm until November 21st. Questions about market? Contact
Market Coordinator, Aeriel Miller at aeriel@piedmontconservation.org.
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Backpack Team Luncheon

Book Club

Backpack Team Luncheon
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Free Fitness Classes

QiGong
Low Intensity
Wednesdays—5:15 pm
Class held in the Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at 5:30
pm on Friday, June 21 at Ciao’s Italian Restaurant
off of Highway 70 in Whitsett. Please sign up on
the bulletin insert or call the church office if you
plan to attend. If you sign up and find you can no
longer make it, please do not forget to cancel your
reservation. See Margaret McTaggart or call the
church with any questions.

ONLINE GIVING
IS AVAILABLE
Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Sam Fowler
Andrea Leeds
George Oakley
Whitney Gregory
Racheal Stimpson
Henry Wroblewski
Manda Stiegel
Susanne Doolittle
Denny McLane
Sue Kuhn
Donna McCauley
Abby Stimpson
Ted Wheeler
Wes Reynolds
Andy Feld
Russell Martin
Helmut Vogg
Owen Schumacher
Gene Lentz
Ella Powell
Hal Clifton
Hunt Johnson

6/1
6/4
6/5
6/5
6/5
6/6
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/17
6/18
6/20
6/21
6/23
6/23
6/24
6/26
6/26
6/29

Artie and Elizabeth Lewis
Bob and Margaret Smith
Roy and Virginia Leeds
Sam and Linda Fowler
Millard and Tanya Gold
Ron and Nancy Steele
Judy Foxworth and
Debbie Thorpe
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Scott and Christina Hrinko
Jacob and Judy Mauney
Howard and Patty Welborn
Chris and Whitney Gregory
Hugh and Carol Comfort
Richard and Dody Denault
Randy and Bev Orwig
Gene and Mary Jane Ferrell
Mac and Loudelle King
Jack and Kaye Zinsmeyer
Gene and Joanne Lentz

6/1
6/4
6/6
6/9
6/11
6/13
6/13
6/15
6/19
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/30

June 2, 2019

Altar Flowers: The Family of HH Cunningham
and Mary Shaw Cunningham
Greeters: Sonny Jessup
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Will Stimpson
Liturgist: Sam Fowler
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin
Communion Deacons: Sam Fowler

June 9, 2019

Altar Flowers: Kevin and Vivian Bengel
Greeters: Kevin and Vivian Bengel
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Larry Strong, Betty Strong
Acolyte: Joe Tang
Liturgist: Tom Powell
Deacon on Call: Whitney Gregory

June 16, 2019

Altar Flowers: Mona Atkinson
Greeters: Mona Atkinson
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Joshua Wood
Liturgist: Hugh Comfort
Deacon on Call: Gary Weerts

June 23, 2019

Altar Flowers: Jackie Boada
Greeters: Jackie Boada
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King
Acolyte: Abby Stimpson
Liturgist: Hal and Packard Clifton
Deacon on Call: Gretchen Bruesehoff-Wiles

June 30, 2019

Altar Flowers: Gary Cooper
Greeters: Gary Cooper
Ushers: Charlie Merical, Joanne Merical,
Jim Starr, Rich Denault
Acolyte: Marisa Tang
Liturgist: Bev and Brielle Orwig
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

Mailed: 5/24/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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