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How do you respond when a beggar approaches you on the street? Do you freeze or cringe, close the windows of
your car, just look and smile, say a word? Why?
Today we listen to the healing of Bartimaeus (‘son of the unclean’). He sits at the roadside begging; As Jesus passes
by he shouts ‘Jesus, son of David, have pity on me’. Many rebuke him and want him to be quiet. He shouts louder all
the more, then Jesus stops and says “Call him.” He throws his cloak aside, jumps on his feet and comes before Jesus
(how does he do this? Is he really blind?). Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?”
“Master, I want to see.”
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YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources

A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine
sponsors, without their support our
bulletin would not be possible.
Please thank them with your
patronage.
For ad information call the parish
office 978-582-4008

What do you want me to do for you...Master I want to see… (Mark 10, 51?)

Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,
or heal from abusive relationships

*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter
*Community Education *24-hour hotline (978-537-8601)
For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19
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What is the message for us today? Jesus is ever true to his mission on earth. That mission is summarized in his
personal question to the beggar, what can I do for you? This is God’s approach for all who reach out to him. He
always says, what can I do? It does not matter who and what you are? He sees what you can be rather that what you
are. God is about newness, restoration, healing, the Good news. Around God the blind, the lame, sick, the hopeless,
the lonely are refilled and restored. This work of bringing healing and restoration is ours too who profess the name
‘Christian’ or disciple. The world we live in is never short of those who need never to be rebuked, but aided to heal.
Just look around you. Do you ‘see’ them? Do you hear them shouting for help? Are you not bothered? Are you
blind to them? What blinds you from the concern of others?
The challenge of Gospel is to ‘see’ with our hearts. A ‘seeing’ that bring us close to those 'beggars' in our midst. Give
hope, not discouragement. Be an instrument, not obstruction to the Good News!
Have a Blessed week in the Lord!

All Saints Day Nov 1, 6.30pm Mass
All Souls Day, Nov 2, 6.30pm Mass
May our beloved ones who have gone
before us, rest in peace.

