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One Act of Kindness
By Christine Mallory
With all the negativity in the air with
COVID-19 and election season upon us, I
thought we could all use a little taste of some
feel-good news.
Last week a good portion of the Silver Bay
Mariner’s football team was at the AmericInn in Silver Bay "team bonding", enjoying
the pool and hot-tub after what I’m sure they
thought was a tough day on the field. Staying
the night was a family, mom Jill and son
Corey, on a mini vacation from Duluth. They
had been up the North Shore that day enjoying the sights and getting in a much needed
getaway. Corey attends a special school, but
is homeschooling currently due to Covid. Jill
works in the Duluth school district, but is
also currently staying at home.
The boys were in the pool goofing around
like teenagers do and Corey decided he
wanted to go down the slide. Corey has
down syndrome, so his mom asked if the
boys would keep it calm for a minute while
Corey worked up the nerve to go down the
slide. They responded with "absolutely, no
problem".
After Corey made his trek down the slide,
the boys started playing catch football with
him and included them in their fun in the
pool. According to Jill, Corey is delayed in
his speech as well, but that didn't keep the
team from talking to and having fun with
him.
At one point in the evening the boys were
doing cannonballs into the pool and (back
story here... Corey LOVES the water and
loves cannonballs even more. They even
watch the show cannonball every week)
Corey wanted to do the same. So, all the
boys got out of the pool, stood along the
side, clapped and cheered him on. After a
few minutes Corey performed his cannonball. All the boys cheered and congratulated
him. Jill said when he came up from the water he looked at her with an expression of
this being the best day of his life. It sounds
like it was something he will never forget.
That evening after all the boys had left, the
group got a text saying that Jill wanted to
thank them by offering the boys a pizza party
the next evening at the hotel. The boys did
get that pizza party and thought it was pretty
awesome. Little did they know the impact
they had on Corey and Jill that evening.
Jill had seen a copy of the Northshore Journal on the hotel counter and decided to call
me about doing a human interest story, not
knowing I was one of the moms.
According to Jill, with tears in both our
eyes as she talked to me, she wanted to let
everyone know what a fine and upstanding
group of young men they were that evening.
Corey had one of the best days of his life.
The boys didn't even blink an eye at accepting this 20 year old high school senior with
down syndrome, whom they didn't even
know, into their group and treat him like one
of their own, and they did it without anyone
to impress or anyone watching them.
She mentioned one boy had accidentally
hit Corey in the head with the football while
playing catch, not hard, and he came to her
and Corey and apologized, sat down with her
and spent some time talking to her. Also, he
checked multiple times to make sure Corey
was ok.
What a great group of boys. As one of
those moms, I want to thank the coaches,
teachers, parents, and community. It takes a
village! Those values they learn on and off
the field/court/rink are shining through. I'm
sure I’m not the only one who feels this way.
So, thank you!
I shared this story with Coach Kaiser. He
was humbled and had this to say, “We have
some great kids with great parents of whom I
am very appreciative to for allowing me to
have this role in their lives and in my little
part of the community”.
We don't always hear how our actions have
a positive impact on others. Honestly, we
normally hear the negative more than the
positive. This story is one of those that make
your heart melt, and in this 2020 version of
stepping on a lego, it's a nice story. Be kind,
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