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Please join us at the Historical Park for the
Annual Membership Picnic on Saturday,
June 9th beginning at 11:30 am. The Board
has been planning this event for several
months and would love to see all of our

Calendar of
Dates
to
Events
Remember
June 9, 2018

members enjoy this relaxing afternoon.
In recent years, attendance has dwindled,
partly due to a conflict with the Saddle
Horse Show and Rodeo, so this year the
picnic is before the Rodeo. We hope this
will accommodate more members and their
busy summer schedules.
Picnic tables will be provided—we won’t
make you sit on the ground as they did in
the early 1900s! Feel free to bring your
favorite tablecloth and don’t forget your
own place setting.

bring their own drinks and a side dish to
share with table mates. The meal will also
include desserts baked using recipes from
local vintage cookbooks featuring recipes
by Elsie Rossi, Dori Hoyle, and Fay Kennedy. A special display of kitchen gadgets
from the past will complete the theme.

The menu will include tri-tip provided by

Load up your picnic basket and spend a
peaceful afternoon at the Historical Park.

the Historical Society. Attendees should

We look forward to seeing you.

On Tuesday, May 15th, the Historical
Society participated in San Benito GIVES, a
24-hour, online fundraising event hosted by
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the Community Foundation for San Benito
Thank You for Your Support

County and funded by a $50,000 grant from
the Monterey Peninsula Foundation.
This year our cause was to raise $5,000—
money needed to open the doors of the
Museum which has been closed since 2015.
Twenty-seven donors raised $2,050. With the
addition of $648 in matching money and a
$250 prize from the Community Foundation,
we will receive a total of $2,948.

In an effort to increase our Endowment
Fund, we will deposit $410 which will be
matched with another $100. By doing so,
San Benito Live will produce a video for
the Historical Society (valued at $450).
We could not have achieved all of this
without YOU the donor. Thank you!

A n A r t i s t D i s g u i s e d i n Ju d g e ’s R o b e s
grandson, Steven Johnson of Paicines,

March 1, 1883, Judge Johnson was 90 years
old when she passed away in 1972. She was

donated a large collection of her work to
the Historical Society—nine paintings in

a native of the Elkhorn District of San Beni-

total. Most of them are oil, but there is one

to County, the wife of Adolphus Johnson and
the mother of two.

beautiful rendition of the ocean in pastel
and a portrait in watercolor.

Johnson was appointed

Although the Museum is not open at this

to the Justice Court
bench in 1947, and she

time, her paintings will be on display and can
be seen by special appointment.

returned to the office
during three successive
elections, running without opposition. At the
time, she was one of
only 25 women serving
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Born Lorena M. Towle in Hollister on

as a Justice Court Judge in California. Prior
to her appointment, Judge Johnson was a
part-time court reporter for 20 years. Poor
health required her to retire in 1964.
One interesting detail left out of Judge
Johnson’s obituary is the fact that she was
an accomplished Artist. Recently her

Serendipitous Visit
Without an appointment, Ron and Robert
Garner walked into the Wapple House
Museum a few weeks ago not knowing their
visit would be serendipitous. They were
investigating land on Lone Tree Road that
once belonged to their family.
The Lone Tree School no longer exists, but
it seems ownership of the two acre parcel
donated by the family to build the school
(circa 1874) is still in question.
While talking about the facts surrounding the
land and studying photographs of the school, the
brothers were presented with an artifact—a
tooled piece of leather with two straps to secure
whatever was rolled inside. And there on the
inside was written, “If found, please return to
Hugh Valentine Garner.”
Ron and Robert were able to establish that
their grandfather, Hugh Valentine Garner,
was a mailman here in Hollister, and the
conversation turned to more details about
the Garner family.
The brothers spent the day in Hollister and
drove out to Lone Tree Road to see the old
school site. They may not have figured out the
mystery surrounding the land (which they still

“The Good Joke” was entered into a
Salinas art show in the 1950s. The model
is listed as Ethel Waters.

pay taxes on), but their visit has helped shed
some light on the rolled leather—a fortunate
discovery quite by accident.

2018 Board of
Directors
Anita Kane
President
Anita is a Landscape
Architect and enjoys
helping out at the Historic
Park.
Becky Thompson
Vice-President
Becky is a Sales Manager
with Clark Pest Control,
owns a small soap making
business, and is a Civil War
Reenactor.
Hydie Giretti McDonald
Treasurer
Hydie is a City of Hollister
Administrative Analyst. She
believes that preserving
our past leads to
understanding our present
and planning for our future.
Sharlene Van Rooy
Secretary
Sharlene has been part of
the Historical Society since
1995 and feels like she has
lived in Hollister for more
than just 28 years.
Don Pidd
Director
Historic Park Caretaker
Don is retired and lives
(works) at the Historic
Park—a “Jack of all
Trades”.
Kerry Tobias
Director
Kerry is a CPA with
Bianchi, Kasavan & Pope.
John Wrobel
Director
John is a also a member of
E. Clampus Vitus and
enjoys volunteering at the
Historic Park.

New Hours
The Jack O’Donnell
Visitor Center located at
the Historical Park is
open on Saturdays from
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
Volunteers Franz
Schneider or Anita Kane
will be happy to show
you around the old
Woods Cabin and Don
Pidd will provide a great
tour of the other historic
buildings.

P r e s e r v i n g t h e F u t u r e o f H i s t o r i c Pa r k
One tree at a time...

Histor y
Myster y

The Historic Park has always had a lot of

The Historical Society

great shade provided by mature trees, but
in recent years, six large, diseased pine

recently received six

trees have been removed leaving many

boxes of photographs
and ephemera related to

picnic areas suddenly without shade.

the Anderson-Gay

REACH for San Benito Parks Foundation

families.

identified the need for replacement trees

With just moderate

while Pacific, Gas and Electric provided the
funding to purchase 12 new specimens. On

research, a story is
beginning to unfold
about a family

th

May 18 , volunteers from both groups, as well
as the Historical Society, got the job done—
planting, watering, mulching, and fencing,
ultimately giving these comparatively young

TEAM WORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK!
Each tree received a custom wire cage to
protect the roots from rodents.

shipwrecked in 1855 off
the coast of Tahiti,
rescued, sailing to San

trees the best chance to survive.

Francisco the following

The trees—Live Oak, Cork Oak, Scarlet

year, and ultimately
landing in San Benito

Oak, Valley Oak, and a disease-resistant Elm

County in 1868.

variety, will provide much needed shade and
a more enjoyable experience for park
visitors and local birds.

The Historical Society is
currently working on a

We thank REACH for identifying this muchneeded park improvement, and PG&E for the

all of the facts told in
two parts. “From

presentation to reveal

funding and people-power to install the trees!

Scotland to San Benito”
will introduce you to
Alex Anderson and his

An unknown author once wrote, “A society
grows great when old people plant trees in
whose shade they know they shall never
sit.”. Yes, some of us are old...

President, Anita Kane, works some organic
mulch into the sandy soil.

well-written bride, Ella
Jane Gay. Without her
memoirs, which are part
of this collection, we
would not be able to tell
this story.
Mark your calendar for
Wednesday, September
26th and join us for this
fascinating story.
Admission is free for
members. The public is
also invited with a
nominal fee of $5.

Events
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September 7, 2018
Friday
Civil War School Days
Historical Park
8300 Airline Highway
Be sure your child’s school is
signed up to attend. Cost is $1
per child. Schools should RSVP
with Becky Thompson by
calling 408.838.3348
September 8-9, 2018
Friday & Saturday
Civil War Day
Historical Park
8300 Airline Highway
Bring the whole family, step
back in time, and discover
what life was like during the
Civil War.

Photo by Katie Fiffick

Historic site with buildings dating back to 1870s
Skirmishes Saturday and Sunday
Military camps and civilian town
Classic sodas available in restored saloon
Period speeches and presentations at historic school house

C i v i l Wa r D ay s t o
Fe a t u re R ea l is t ic B a t t l es a n d C a mp L i fe
Come hear the cannons and muskets fire.

site. Soldiers representing the California

Come see the uniformed soldiers.

Militia, Artillery, Marines, Infantry, and Navy
will be wandering through town. You’ll also

You don't have to go to Gettysburg to

witness a military medic station in action.

September 26, 2018
Wednesday
Quarterly Meeting
Wapple House Museum
498 Fifth Street
“Scotland to San Benito”
Discover the story of the
Anderson-Gay families who
settled just outside of Rancho
San Justo in 1868.

experience a Civil War Reenactment. The

Bring the family out and have fun while
fun is just a short drive down to the Historical
learning about the time when our nation
Park, located about two miles south of
was two separate countries. How we were
Tres Pinos at 8300 Airline Highway.
separated, and united again, to form the
Bring the family out for a day filled with
United States of America.
adventure. You will find both military camps
and a civilian town set up among our
historic buildings.
A Blockade Runner, a "Mourning Emporium",
broommaker, and a soapmaker are among
many of the townsfolk you will meet. Civil
War Sutlers will be set up and selling their

Volunteers Still Needed
Would you be willing to spend just four
hours to welcome visitors and "shoot the
breeze" while they enjoy the exhibits at
the Jack O’Donnell Visitor Center? One

merchandise.

Saturday, 12-4 pm, is all we ask. It’s easy,
it’s fun, and you’ll love it! Please contact

Troops from all branches of the military
(both Federal and Confederate) will be on

Anita at 831.801.8518 or email her at
anita@aklarch.net to chat.

Local Gal Helping
with a Giant Task
On most Monday mornings,
a group of volunteers
convene at the Wapple
House Museum to continue
the never ending task of
cataloging artifacts.
Our newest volunteer is
Susan Echaore-Mcdavid, a
graduate of San Benito High
School. Needless to say, she
is instrumental with family
names, where they lived, and
who they were related to.
Susan has a blog called “Take
25 to Hollister” and is a
great promoter of events in
our community.

