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Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS
229 11th Ave. West
Grinnell, Iowa 50112
Office: 641-236-6691
Email: ImmanueLutheran@iowatelecom.net

Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp
Cell Ph. 507-829-3901  
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com

Office hours
Monday through Thursday 8am to 3pm

Let’s Get Social
	    
                 http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org/

	          
                 Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS

                 Listen to weekly sermons: 
	         Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp

Worship with Us!
Sundays at Immanuel
Divine Worship 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Weekly Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
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Reference Information

HAVE YOU...moved? ...changed phone numbers? ...changed email addresses?  
...need to update birthday/anniversary dates? Let the office know! Thanks!

LET US KNOW...If you have a loved one ill or hospitalized, have a new 
baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if any pastoral need arises.

PRAYER REQUEST...If you would like a special prayer during the prayers of 
the church on Sunday, please contact Rev. Dr. Koepp: 

Office: 641-236-6691
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com   

Cell: 507-829-3901   
   	
DO YOU...want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? Have a prayer 
request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? Upcoming events? If 
so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the bulletin or 
newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the church secretary at  
immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadlines:
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month

For those of you without email access, please call or submit your written 
request to the church secretary.
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February is a month of transitions in 
the church year. We go from Epiphany, 
through preparations for Lent and end 
with Ash Wednesday. The world takes one 
of the days of the church year and twists it 
into its own festival of self-promotion and 
chaos. I am speaking of Valentine’s Day. 
In a day that has turned love away from 
God and into one’s self. How fitting that 
this month is also home this year to what 
is known as the “Gesima” Sundays.

Gesima is the Latin word for day and so the church embarks on three Sun-
days of proper preparation for Lent. As Lent is a preparatory time for Eas-
ter, this may sound a bit funny; that is, to have a preparation season for a 
preparation season. Lent however can take a dangerous turn, if not under-
stood rightly. Lent can easily be twisted into a self-justifying exercise where 
fasting is done to show “just how much I can suffer for Christ.” It can be 
turned away from a proper recognition of sin and prayerful repentance fo-
cusing on the suffering and passion of our Lord, and turned into all about 
me.

Each of the days leading up to Lent are aimed at focusing us on Christ. The 
confessional principles of the Reformation in Christ alone, by grace alone, 
Scripture alone, faith alone are highlighted by the text and hymns of each 
Sunday. 

The end of the month ends on a high note of Ash Wednesday. In a day of 
reflection and prayer, we hear these words, “on this day the Church begins a 
holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially 
directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From an-
cient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently 
on His Word and draws from it life and hope.” (LSB Altar Book)
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The Church has followed an ancient custom known as the “Imposition of 
Ashes.” During the service, the sign of the cross is drawn on the forehead 
(or hand) of those who so desire, while the words, “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return,” are spoken. This sign of repentance is a 
reminder of our mortality and that we daily stand in need of God’s mercy, 
purchased and won by Christ’s death on the cross, which is culminating 
end of the Lenten Season.

As we enter this time of transition, repentance and prayer, may we do so 
with our fixed on Jesus. While you plan on ways to show your love to oth-
ers, may you do so in the light of Christ. I recall for you these words from 
the book of Hebrews: “since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” (Hebrews 12:1-3)

Christ has been crucified, died, was buried, and has risen again for you!

May the Lord bless and keep you!

Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – February 2020

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – reli-
gion, politics, and money – the church is called, in one way or another, to 
talk about all three. Perhaps this is the reason why teaching about steward-
ship often seems to be an afterthought. It’s something that happens only 
out of necessity when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels.

There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teach-
ing that comes up only when there is a financial crunch. It should be part 

and parcel of the ongoing instruction 
of Christians as they live out their 
faith in their vocations – members of 
their family, their society, and their 
church. This teaching touches upon 
every facet of our lives; it stakes a 
claim upon our time, our presence, 
our prayers, and our possessions.

Stewardship begins with the ac-
knowledgment that we are stewards. 

A steward is a manager of someone else’s possessions. In Christian stew-
ardship, we recognize, according to the Apostles’ Creed, that God is the 
owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His 
fatherly divine goodness and mercy, He gives us what is His to manage 
here below.

The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Corinth: 

	 “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” 
	 (1 Cor. 4:2)

Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the 
owner’s wishes. That is what it means to be faithful in stewardship.
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That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their 
managing of what God has entrusted to them to manage? In other words, 
what are the specific duties of a Christian steward?

This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our 
vocations in life as those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, 
children), society (governors or citizens), and the church (pastors or laity). 
The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism lays this out in helpful 
and orderly way.

Let’s look just at what the laity (hearers as it is labeled in the catechism) 
owe their pastors: 

	 “In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach 		
	 the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14)

	 “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the 		
	 one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 		
	 reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)

	 “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 		
	 especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the 			 
	 Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 
	 grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18)

	 “We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are 	
	 over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very 		
	 highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” 		
	 (1 Thess. 5:12–13)

	 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 		
	 over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 		
	 do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
	 advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17)



We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the 
ministry with the gifts God endowed them – their time, their presence, 
their prayers, and their possessions. This is the means by which God bless-
es His people with His gifts: the ministry with the support of those whom 
they serve, and the hearers with the work of the ministry. 

St. Paul expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. 
He instructs them to give regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 
16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first-fruits (1 
Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 
cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

All of this teaching is set forth squarely within the context of stations to 
which God calls us. This is always appropriate for the church to speak be-
cause it instructs God’s people in how they are to live out their faith as His 
stewards under those who are created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him.
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Christ Academy: High School

 
Not sure what to give the theologically-minded high school student in your life? 
This Christmas, consider giving the gift of Christ Academy: Timothy School 
(men) or Christ Academy: Phoebe School (women). Split into two different 
schools, the high school academy takes place on the CTSFW campus for two 
weeks in early summer, from June 14–27, 2020. Open to high-school-aged stu-
dents from ages 13-18, the academy is an opportunity for these young men and 
women to study theology, build lasting friendships with confessional Lutherans 
their age, and consider whether they would like to begin planning for a future as 
a pastor or deaconess.

Students take classes taught by CTSFW faculty and other ordained ministers, 
gather four times daily in liturgical, Christ-centered worship in Kramer Cha-
pel, and pack the rest of their hours with fun. Housing and food are provided 

on campus, with a handful of mission 
opportunities and a baseball game that 
will take them off campus and into the 
wider Fort Wayne community. The stu-
dents of both schools take some classes 
together, but much of their learning is 
separated to allow them to focus on 
their specific vocations as young men 
and women in Christ.

Attendance for the two weeks costs 
$650, which is all-inclusive, covering 
tuition, housing, meals, and all off-
campus activities. Returning students 

are eligible for $100 discount if they apply by December 31, 2019. As space is 
limited, students must fill out an application to be considered for admittance. To 
apply, go to:

    Young men: www.ctsfw.edu/timothyschool
    Young women: www.ctsfw.edu/phoebeschool

We’ll begin processing applications on January 15, with deadlines closing on 
May 1, 2020. You can also learn more about the planned activities, opportuni-
ties, expectations, general theological concepts taught each day in the class-
rooms, and more at the above links. For questions or concerns, email Christ 
Academy@ctsfw.edu or call (260) 452-3140.

God’s blessings to all in this season of Advent—and, soon, a very Merry Christ-
mas!
In Christ's service,
Rev. Matt Wietfeldt
Director of Christ Academy
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Pattern for Love

Have you ever read a note like this? Or maybe wrote one? More 
than likely you know someone who has been through the pain this 
kind of letter causes. Sally and her mate were happy and in love 
when they got married. What happened?

Love has to be one of the most confusing words in our society. We 
love pizza. We love our brother. We love our spouse. We make love. 
Those statements cannot all mean the same thing. So what does “I 
love you” mean?

Dear Sally, “We both know we’ve been drifting apart for a long time. 
And let’s face it, I don’t see you or anything between us changing. 
You may as well know that I’m seeing someone else. I think I love 
her.

“Let’s make this as easy as possible on the kids. It doesn’t have to 
be a big thing unless we make it one. I don’t love you any more. I’ve 
already had my attorney draw up the papers. I’ll be back next week 
to pick up my things.”
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To many people love is a feeling. “I really, really like you.” Unfor-
tunately, circumstances can change feelings. Anything from bad 
breath to forgetting an anniversary can do it.

The Bible describes real love. “This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers” (1 John 3:16). That’s more than feelings. That’s 
a conscious decision, with corresponding helpful actions.

Jesus Christ really loved us and is our pattern for love. 

Elmer knows that. He lives in a 
retirement home, and his wife is 
in a nursing home. Until a few 
months ago they enjoyed a two-
bedroom apartment together 
in a beautiful complex. That’s 
changed as her Alzheimer’s has 
worsened. But not his love. 

When Ruth had to move, Elmer 
decided to also. He wanted to 
be close to his wife. He found a place about five minutes from her. 
Every afternoon he goes to visit her.

All through their sixty-some years of marriage, Elmer and Ruth have 
been close to each other. The reason: Their loving Savior has been 
close to them.

Come and worship every week with us. Each divine service is a story 
of God’s sacrificial love. 
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Ash Wednesday

February 26
Meal will be served at 5:15pm followed by the service at 6:30pm

Mid-Week Evening Prayer Services
Wednesday, March 4

Wednesday, March 11
Wednesday, March 18

Wednesday, April 1
Meal will be served at 5:15pm followed by the service at 6:30pm

The Annunciation of Our Lord Evening Prayer Service
 Wednesday, March 25 at 6:30pm

Palm Sunday/Confirmation
April 5

Holy Week Prayer Services
Monday, April 6 at noon
Tuesday, April 7 at noon

Wednesday, April 8 at noon

Holy Thursday
April 9 at 6:30pm

Good Friday
April 10 at 6:30pm

Holy Saturday Prayer Service
April 11 at noon

Easter Vigil Service
April 11 at 6:30pm

Easter Sunrise Service
April 12 at 6:30am

Ressurection of Our Lord
April 12 at 9:00am
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