December 3, 2023

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten
Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake
grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us
and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He
gives power to become the children of God and has promised
them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C: Amen.

READING Mark 13:24-37
Jesus said, “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars



will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will
be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. And then He will send out
the angels and gather His elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn
its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out
its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that He is near, at the
very gates. Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but My words will not pass away. But concerning
that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep
awake. For you do not know when the time will come. ltis like
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake — for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the
morning — lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And
what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

HYMN The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

1 The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

2 Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,



But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

SERMON
PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now
and always.

C: Amen.

HYMN The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

1 The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear



As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,

And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.

But all who live will in that hour,

By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev’ry evil.

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
CCLI Copyright License # 11182365 Streaming License # 20885244

Text and tune: Public domain



