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WHO AM I?
When we meet and talk to people we often describe who we are by our profession, the current job we
have or the fact that we are retired, because our society places so much importance on what we do for
a living. How we earn our money gives us purpose and meaning and places us in the hierarchy of our
society. Prestige and honor is given to certain types of professions and we all know where someone
stands in the pecking order by the type of job and the amount of money they have.
This stratification of society frequently keeps us locked into our place in the given order. We often
think, act and live out our lives within the stated parameters of this worldview. We spend considerable
amounts of time and energy pursuing things and positions that are considered acceptable and worthy.
Granted, we all have to make a living. None of us can survive without a paycheck, savings or investments, but should this
pursuit of money be the sole purpose and goal of our lives and the identity we adopt? I wonder, therefore, how often we
identifying ourselves as Christians or Episcopalians when someone asks us who we are or what we do? What are we as followers of Christ called to be and do?
This seemingly simple question has caused great strife and tribulation throughout the centuries. Christian churches and denominations have sprung up, wars have been fought, reformations and schisms have occurred and condemnations have
been issued. Different understandings of this question have caused division and segregation among the faithful since the
church began.
As a Christian my understanding of my purpose should be informed by Jesus’ understanding of his purpose and mission.
Jesus didn’t identify himself as a carpenter but rather as one who was doing the will of his heavenly father. Likewise, his
disciples put aside their professions and identified themselves as followers or disciples of Jesus. Can we do the same?
St. Paul describes all of us as one body in Christ. This is a well-known metaphor for how all of us are needed in God’s plan.
Just as each body part, no matter how small or inconspicuous is vitally important to the whole. The body cannot function
as it is intended to without each segment doing its assigned job.
We may ask, “How am I doing as an individual Christian? Does my work matter? How are we doing as a church? Does
what we do here in this place or as a wider denomination make a difference? There is no task, great or small that is inconsequential to the larger body. We cannot see or know the whole of God’s plan in its entirety, but we are all part of it. Every
one of us is a member of the body and we all have a function. For without our participation, the body is not complete.
So if you were given the opportunity right now to stand up to define
yourself and your purpose in life, what would you say? Would you
highlight your career, family and retirement activities, or would you
somehow identify yourself with Jesus and God’s plan?
In this new year may God guide us to new understandings of our
purpose, our call and ourselves as followers of Christ.

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

Jan 7 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Jan 14 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
Jan 21 – 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Jan 28 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
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EPIPHANY REVEALED
The word “epiphany,” as defined in the dictionary has two meanings. When it is capitalized it refers to the manifestation of God to the world in the person of Jesus. In lower case, the term applies to any manifestation of a deity. And we
typically use the word today to describe any insightful or dramatic moment that instills new spiritual insight, vision or
perspective into our lives. The “Epiphany” for the wise men was the recognition that the prophecies of the Messiah
had become a reality. These men had been studying. They knew their history and they searched their sacred texts and
found that a sign would appear in the sky to point the way to a king for the entire world.
An epiphany is not something to be hidden. It is something to be shared. The wise men are a model for us in that they
actively searched for deeper insights and signs from the divine, they asked other humans for guidance and direction,
they followed their desires, hopes and trusted that they would find what they were looking for. They also brought gifts
and celebrated their success in their discovery. But once they accomplished their search they went back to their regular lives. Their epiphany encouraged them to return to their routines and strengthened them for the journey.
Our experience of the Epiphany, of God entering the world through Jesus is supposed to strengthen and encourage us
as well for our daily lives. It is not meant to hold us in this place forever. So as much as we may want to linger on our
Christmas experience, we need to follow the lead of the magi and move forward on our faith journeys in 2018 as we
share our epiphanies with others.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Our Advent and Christmas services last
month were very spiritual and we always appreciate our Bishop being with us on Christmas Eve. Special thanks to Dee for
coordinating our Advent Jesse Tree, Cynthia
for all the music, Margaret and Bev for the
paper bag pageant and everyone who pitched
in to help decorate, set-up, move things,
read, sing and participate in all the services!
You are the reason that Nativity is such a
great place!
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MARIE NASH 100th Birthday Bash
On December 16 we celebrated Marie’s big birthday in style!
The surprise hit was the singing santa quartet led by Reavis Graham! The conversations were wonderful and the refreshments
delightful. Marie enjoyed herself very much! Thanks to Cynthia
Braun for coordinating this event and to our caterer Kathy
Weatherford at the Sweetest Gourmet.
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ANNUAL MEETING
Mark your calendars for our upcoming annual
meeting that is scheduled for Sunday, February 4th after our 9:30 am service. We will be
having a potluck brunch so please feel free to
bring a dish to share if you are able.

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
cell: 248 705-9695

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager

JANUARY CALENDAR EVENTS
Jan 7 - Sacred Spaces Meeting
Jan 21 - BC Meeting

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

