Fr. Pat’s Message
As I put these thoughts together I pray that all of you are safe from the
Coronavirus and that you are doing what is necessary to protect yourselves and
your families from the virus.
It has only been since January but it seems like an eternity since the
Epiphany trip took place. Thank God we had a successful day, not perfect, but
very successful. The biggest disappointment was dealing with the border on the
way home; Paul Tracy might say so was dealing with the border on the way in....
God blessed us with the right amount of people and I was very pleased and grateful with the many new faces who joined us.
We distributed the usual rice, beans, flour, sugar,

bread (La Habra Bakery), hams, blankets, toys (Holy
Name & Holy Innocents Knights of Columbus), gift’s for
teen girls (St. Lucy’s Priory High School) toiletries (Our
Lady of the Assumption School), toilet paper and tortillas
(Ulysses Miranda)
To avoid “double taxation,” we purchased most
of the items in Mexico; the rest of the donated items we
transported ourselves, with the exception of the hams. In
Victorville, I was gifted with a number of young people
who helped “group” the items together. I am especially
grateful to Karla who helped out with this, because as it
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turned out, I was not able to physically do it without her. At the end of the day we celebrated Mass and headed
for the border with a lot of happy faces.
When Holy Name of Mary, specifically Corrine Panteleo, finished their stint caring for the homeless,
they had a lot of decent clothes left over. I packed three vans and brought them to Mecca. Thank you, Corrine.
Beyond that, I have made 30 trips to Mecca with clothes, bread, rice and beans and managed to make three trips
to Tijuana with the same, delivering them to the usual places: the Aids Clinic, Olga, Immaculate and El Nino.
The summer building is around the corner. Jerry Mialaret has made his “evaluation” trip and will soon
submit his proposal, which will probably be 5 or 6 homes. We always need

volunteers, whether for the weekend or for a week. June 13-18 is the magic
week. All physically able individuals are welcome. This year money becomes a bigger issue. Again, God is good and you are generous.
I am looking forward to celebrating the Damien’s Diamond Jubilee
Mass, mostly Graduates, on March 29th. I suspect it will be rescheduled, but
whenever it happens, I’m looking forward to meeting many, many old
friends. By that time the new President and new Principal should be announced. I have been led to believe that both are staunch Damien Grads. I look forward to it.
God bless!
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The Tijuana Mission Outreach Foundation is looking
for individuals who feel the
need to respond to the poverty
of our neighbors. Whether
you would like to participate
in a single day food run,
clothes run, the Epiphany
Trip, or the weeklong Summer Building Trip, we need
you! Please visit our website
at
www.tijuanamission.org
and click the “join us” tab to
learn more about these volunteer opportunities. This is a
great way to earn community
service hours. We hope to see
you at the next mission trip!
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We understand that work, family,
or limited physical capabilities
may prevent some from traveling
down to Tijuana. Volunteers are
not the only necessity in helping
the impoverished of Mexico. It
takes a lot of funding to supply
the poor with the basic necessities of food, clothing and shelter.
If you feel inclined to help financially, we ask that you send a donation in the envelope provided
to you or visit our website at
www.tijuanamission.org
and
click the “online store” tab
where you can choose the denomination you would like to
donate. Thank you and we hope
that you are able to make a difference for someone’s life today!

Please visit our website at www.tijuanamission.org

As the world comes to terms with life being significantly altered due to the global pandemic, the Tijuana Mission Outreach Foundation is postponing its Summer Building Trip until further notice. As important
as our work is to the lives of others, it is very clear that the risks currently outweigh the benefits due to the
virus. However, understanding the poverty that already exists in our service area in Tijuana and recognizing
the economic toll that this will take on the region, we are prepared to resume our regular assistance, including
the building trip, as soon as it is deemed safe. Residents in Tijuana are going to need help more than ever, and
we are asking you to answer this call for support. The death toll in Mexico has risen sharply since the end of
March and because of already poor sanitation and economic factors, the country faces a very severe challenge
in the near future. In order for us to continue providing the necessary provisions and to continue constructing
homes for our neighbors, we need your help. We ask that you join us in praying for an end to the pandemic
and the safety of everyone at risk. Your support means more now than ever before.

An Easter Blessing
“Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
1 Peter 1:3
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the word “quarantine” originates in the
mid 17th century from the Italian word, quarantina , or ‘forty days.’ How appropriate that we
spent a large portion of these 40 days of Lent

isolated and withdrawn from the world; much
like Jesus in the desert. Let us not forget, however, that Easter is a celebration of the resurrection when we come together in the one true
body of Christ. We wish you all a very blessed
and safe Easter!
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Epiphany Trip Update
On Sunday, January 19, 2020, a large group of volunteers
traveled to La Morita, Tijuana ready to distribute plenty of
provisions to the needy. The trip went very well and nearly
300 people were able to receive bags of beans, bags of rice,
blankets, bread, canned hams, flour, sugar, tissue paper, toiletries, and toys for the children. We rely on so many to make
this trip a success, and year after year you all continue to
come through in the biggest ways. From major donations, to
preparing all of the provisions to be distributed, and assisting
residents of La Morita with their heavy boxes, our volunteers
and donors make everything possible! Thank you for all of
your continued support. We look forward to seeing you all at
next year’s Epiphany Trip!
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