This is one of the great passages of scripture 

and one of  the passages that we have interpreted in various ways 


that are not true to what scripture actually says.  

When it  comes to great passages, 


we have Peter proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ, 


Jesus promising to build his church upon the rock, 


and the keys to the Kingdom being handed over.  

In the gospel of Matthew, 


this is the turning point in the gospel.  



Jesus moves from proclaiming who he is 



to demonstrating what the Messiah acts like, 




who the Messiah really is.  


Hence the reason for Jesus warning them not to tell anyone 


what they have heard in this moment, 



for their assumptions of what the Messiah will do 



and what the Messiah really does  




are two very different things. 

So with a plenty to work through, 


it is probably best to start at the beginning.

The first question Jesus asks his disciples in Caesarea Phillipi is, 


“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”   

This is a test for the disciples.  


At this point in chapter 16, 



how would the people in your sphere answer who Jesus is?  

Now, as always, 


the location where this happens is important.  

This city is right on the northern border of Palestine 


and a major center of multiple religions.  



The Greeks said Pan, 




the God of nature was from there 





and built a temple to him. 



The center of the city had a  huge cavern that led to a pool of water 




that is one of the headwaters of the Jordan river 





appealing to both Jewish people 





and worshippers of Ba'al.  



The name of the city also highlighted Roman culture, 




as the city, 





once called Paniem 





was now callled Caesarea Philippi, 




after Caesar Augustus, 





who had the city dedicated to him by Phillip.  

So with all of these different beliefs present, 


but not the nagging influence of the Pharisee's or Sadducees, 

Jesus asks, 


“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

Four different answers are given.  


All of them full of praise, 


but none of them correct.  

John the baptist was the greatest prophet of their time, 


but recently deceased.  

Elijah was taken up to heaven 


and was to return to herald in the Messiah, 



which John has already done. 

Jeremiah's connection is less well known.  


But legend had it that Jeremiah took the Ark of the Covenant 


and hid it in a cave on Mt. Nebo before the fall of Jerusalem and exile. 



 Before the Messiah came, 




Jeremiah would bring the Ark back.  

The fourth option was one of the prophets as a catch all.  

While Jesus was a prophet, 


one who spoke the word of God to the people, 


he was much more than that.  

But people were restrained in saying anything more, 


for it often lead to death 


or disappointment.  

To say Jesus was the Messiah, 


the Christ, 


or the Anointed One were politically charged statements.  

For they are all fancy ways of saying Jesus is King, 


meaning that you were claiming that Caesar and Herod were no longer in power, 
and that you knew something the Pharisees and Sadduccees did not.

So Jesus opened the conversation with a softball question.  


Who do people say that I am?  

Now comes the real question. 


“Who do you say I am?” 



Well, 




who have you told someone Jesus is this week?

While prophet covers some of who Jesus is, 


it is not enough to describe Jesus fully, 


neither does good teacher, 


or even high priest.  

Simon Peter's answer is however, 


“You are the Christ, 


the Son of the living God.”  

Peter answers as fully as possible in this setting.  


You are the anointed King, 


the Son of the Living God.  

He says this in a town full of other options for Gods, 


but options that are not living.  



That are but idols and statues, and temples.

Jesus' response to Peter answers the question of all of you who have wondered 


how someone can experience God's grace and mercy in so many ways 



and still not believe.  

Peter's answer did not stem from Peter's astute observations, 


nor his leadership ability, 


or his experience, 



even though he had those things.  

It was revealed by Jesus' Father.  

Anyone who wants to claim they figured it out all on their own 


is not living in God's reality.  

God is at work, 


making things clear to us in the proper time.  

Yes, Peter had seen much, 


but hopefully most of you had seen the same things 


and already confirmed that Jesus was the Christ.  

But having the disciples answer this question at this point, 


gives the confirmation needed to turn towards Jerusalem for Jesus.  

If his disciples had not answered this way, 


there would have been more teaching to do.  

But now that they have, 


Jesus can move on to showing them how the King is going to rule,


 to bring in his Kingdom, 



do his work.  

If he was just seen as another prophet, 


which many people did,



 then back to the basics.

A clarifying piece we need to grab onto here, 


is the fact that Jesus' last name is not Christ.  


That is his title.  

In scripture, 


people were known either by their parents 


or hometown.  

As we mentioned last week, 


Mary Magdalene's name is just Mary.  



Magdalene means she is from Magdala.  

Here, 


Simon is referred to as Simon, 



son of Jonah, 




or Jonahson.  

Following those patterns, 


Jesus is either Jesus of Nazareth, 


or Jesus, 



son of the living God 




as Peter proclaims him, 


or to anglicize it, 



Jesus Living Godson.  

So whoever misled me as a child to think that Jesus' last name was Christ 


and his middle name was H., 


shame on them.

In verse 18, 


we need to be ready to wade through the passage, 

because images are going to be popped 


and heresy's confronted.  

Simon gets a new name Peter.  


A name that means rock.  

“On this rock,” Jesus says “


I will build my church.”  

So what all is meant there?  

We all have notions of what it could mean 


and have heard the church build doctrines off this.  



But what does scripture itself say?  

Peter has just confessed that Jesus is the King, 


the Messiah, 


the Savior.  

How did you become a Christian?  

By proclaiming that Jesus is your King, 


Messiah, 


or Savior, 



depending on which language you speak.  

Confessing this, 


made Peter the rock, 



which the Protestant faith happily adheres to.  

The fact that this particular man 

at this particular time said this, 


makes Peter the rock that Jesus would build his church, 



which the Catholic Church would adhere to.  

Scripture backs both these points up 


with Peter preaching that Jesus is the Christ in Acts 



and 3000 converting to following Jesus, 




believing that Jesus is the risen Messiah.  


Ephesians backs up the idea in 2:19-20 saying, 



“19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, 




but fellow citizens with God’s people 




and members of God’s household, 


20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 




with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”  





Peter may be part of the foundation, 






but Jesus is the cornerstone. 


Revelation 21:14 has the twelve foundations of the city of God 



with the apostles name on them.  

So God does use Peter to build up his church, 


but it is because Peter is confessing that Jesus is the Christ 



that he is put in such a position.  

So when you confess Jesus is the Christ, 


the Father will also use you to build up the church



by professing the same things Peter did.



But God did start with Peter and moved on from there.

For those of you who know I like talking about the Kingdom, 


notice that we are not talking about that in this sentence.  


We are talking about the church, 



which is part of the Kingdom, 



but not the fullness of the Kingdom.  

God will build his church through those that confess Jesus as Saving King.  
Then Jesus moves on to the gates of Hades.  


While we tend to think of Hades as hell, 



it is not.  


Hades was where the dead went until Judgment day.  

Death and its powers will not overcome the church.  


Churches in areas may close or shut their doors, 

but those who confess Jesus as Lord and King 


will not cease to exist, 



even after death has done its work.  

The answer to our lives after death is not reincarnation 


nor immortality, 


it is resurrection.  

We will pass freely through the gates of hades, 


the gates of the dead.  

With Peter's confession, 


the reality that death is no longer a one way street,


 but a two way road is revealed.  

Those who confess Jesus will move in and out of death to new life freely, 


as we already do in when we confess our sins 


and as we will do when Jesus returns 



with the new Kingdom fully established.

Verse 19 then talks about keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.  


Keys lock and unlock things.  

The keys spoken of 


is the preaching of the gospel, 



that Jesus is the Christ, 



the Saving King.  

This Christ centered message 


binds people to Jesus 


or frees them to do as they please.  
But the key phrase is, “On earth.”  

Peter is not still doing this job in heaven 


as he looks over a podium



 judging people at the gates of heaven.  

Peter had his lifetime to do it 


and then he died.  

Those that he passed the keys onto, 


had their lifetime to do it, 



and then they died.  

You have your lifetime to proclaim Jesus is the Saving King, 


and then you will die.  

Those that hear it 


and respond on earth 



will be welcomed in heaven.  

Those that hear it 


and ignore it 



will be free to follow their own path, 




away from the redeeming God.  

Peter's work with the keys was done when he left earth.

While Peter now had the keys 

and the disciples are privy to getting a copy by confessing that Jesus is King as well, 


they are told not to share this great news yet, 



because they did not have the full story of how Jesus would become King 



and open the gates of Hades.  

We will get a hint next week, 


as Jesus looks towards Jerusalem and the cross.  

But if you don't know the full story, 


it is best to wait until you understand the full cost, 



before you share the news with the world.  

Which is why the disciples were not to tell anyone until at that point.  

But today, 


post the disciples great commission with all aspects known, 



we should be telling everyone, 





assuming you are saying the right things about who Jesus is?  






Is he the saving King?  






Or just another prophet?
