2017 SJBCH Officers

San Juan Back Country Horsemen

President

September/October 2017

Ted Wortman
760-712-6204
tedwortman@gmail.com

Vice President

Tara McElhinney
970-264-4211
time4chrome@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Bob Parsons
818-370-0401
LTLMRP@hotmail.com

Secretary

Mary Beth McAuley

970-264-2566

marybeth.mcauley@gmail.com

Liason to USFS

John Nelson
928-853-0348
ftvalleyps@aol.com

Board of Directors

Gary Staplekamp Trail Maintenance
970-731-5150
gstaplekamp@centurytel.net
Nancy Seay Membership/
Mentoring
970-731-1125 nsjacpac@aol.com
Coit Valentine Member at Large
970-264-1194
Vern Jahnke Member at Large
970-764-5640
Kristie Hefling
Co-Secretary, Social Media
970-731-1560
milliesrdr@yahoo.com

State Board Reps
Bob Volger
Kristie Hefling

Newsletter Editor

The Pres Sez:
Right now I am in Minnesota getting ready to attend my grandson's
wedding tonight. Unfortunately I forgot to compose my monthly
Letter before I left Pagosa. However Jayne called to remind
me to send it in to her.
As most of you know, I have had a number of medical
procedures this summer. The good news is that all of my
tests have come back negative and my cataracts have
been removed. Now I can concentrate on finding a new
horse and start riding again.
Since this is my last letter, I would just like to say that
it has been an honor to serve as your president. My job
was made a lot easier by all the support that I received
from the officers and board members of the SJBCH. Thank
you for all of your help.
Please join us at our meeting on Monday to elect the new
members to lead our organization. As always we will have good food,
An interesting program, and a chance to share stories with good friends.
Ted Wortman
President
SJBCH
PHILOSOPHY and PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:
1.To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's
back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government, state and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the use of back
country resource by stock users and the general public commensurate with
our heritage.
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state organizations and
Back Country Horsemen of America.

.

Hugh Jones
cjscolors@frontier.net
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San Juan Back Country Horsemen
Board Meeting – August 21, 2017
Community United Methodist Church,
Pagosa Springs, CO
Attending: Ted Wortman (president), Tara
McElhinney (vice president), Mary Beth McAuley
(recording secretary), Kristie Hefling (cosecretary), John Nelson (trails), Lisa Nelson, Larry Smith (fundraising), Nancy Seay
(membership).
President Wortman called the meeting to order at 5:30. There was no board meeting in July,
so there were no minutes to approve. Bob Parsons was absent, so there was no treasurer’s report other than what was emailed to the board
earlier in the month.
There was discussion of the upcoming election
of officers and board members in September, and
who might be able and willing to take those positions. Larry Smith indicated he would consider
serving as president, but wished to pause for a
few days prior to his final answer. Ted Wortman
asked Kristie Hefling and Tara McElhinney to consult with Larry and contact members asking them
to serve. A list will be compiled and emailed to
the board.
The September Board meeting will begin at
5:30 on September 18, 2017. The slate of officers will be prepared for the general meeting that
evening. The goal is that there will be a minimum of four officers plus three committee chairs
plus two at-large members found to serve in the
coming year.
No other items were brought forward for discussion. Kristie Hefling moved to adjourn and
Tara McElhinney seconded. Vote was unanimous
at 5:55 PM.

San Juan Back Country Horsemen

approved as written by the general membership.
The treasurer’s report was also approved by the
general membership as presented.
President Wortman asked for members to volunteer to serve on the board and on committees
for the coming year. Elections will be held at the
September meeting.
Public Lands Day is September 23rd from 10
AM to 2 PM at Coyote Hill (off Piedra Rd.) SJBCH
will have a cross-cut saw demo and brand the
cuts to give away as souvenirs of the event.
Kristie Hefling presented the idea of sponsoring a multi-state BCH gathering to help with trail
work in our area, as well as planning fund raising
events to defray the cost of hiring labor to fulfill
our trail project commitments.
Tara McElhinney announced three planned
social rides: Friday 8/25 at 10AM at Turkey
Springs, Wednesday 8/30 at Brockover Mesa or
Coyote Hill, and Saturday 9/30 for the annual Fall
Colors Ride at Buckles Lake. She will email directions for each social ride.
John Nelson reminded everyone that the Anderson Trail (one of our 2017 projects) is clear to
4.3 miles in, but needs brush work from the trail
head along that 4.3 miles. He suggested a
planned work day to set up several groups of 2
people each with pruners and hand saws working
every ¼ mile til completed.
Rodney Pepper announced the remaining Saturday dates for ranch sorting (8/26, 9/9, &
9/23). Register at 9 AM at the Archuleta County
Fairgrounds & have some fun!
There were 15 members and guests attending. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Note from SJBCH newsletter editor
Since this is the month of changes in the officers and other
positions in the SJBCH and since I have done this job for at
least twice as long as any other current position this will be
my last newsletter. It has been a good experience and quite a
learning process. I hope that you have gotten some information and enjoyment from these newsletters.

General Meeting – August 21, 2017
Community United Methodist Church,
Pagosa Springs, CO

President Ted Wortman called the meeting to
order at 7:03 PM, and then led us in the Pledge
Thanks,
of Allegiance to the flag.
President Wortman introduced Chad Moore,
Hugh Jones
Brand Inspector for this area of Colorado who
discussed why and when a brand inspection
should be done on horses and other livestock.
He distributed brochures that explained procedures necessary, and what information is required for the inspection. Several members were
interested in gathering at the fairgrounds as a
group with animals for brand inspection if it could
be arranged. Tara McElhinney will organize that
effort.
President Wortman resumed the meeting at
8:10 PM. The July general meeting minutes were
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September 18 SJBCH meeting
GENERAL MEETING: 7PM:
ELECTION
PROGRAM: Mitch Wilkinson has agreed to come to the meeting next Monday, September 18,
and talk about DNA testing on horses and what information can be gleaned from these tests.
How about knowing the ancestry of your horse? What if you have a horse that you don't have information on regarding their
ancestry? You can get the top three breeds that make up your horse with these tests! Or where does the color come from and
how likely will it be they will pass on what color? And aging issues! You can get the most probable chances of moon blindness
and other unhappy traits! And it doesn't just apply to Mustangs and Appaloosas!
Any equine breed can be tested!
I recently rescued a leopard Appaloosa from a kill pen in Louisiana. It has been a very rewarding journey with Levi Lightfoot;
however, I know NOTHING about this horse's background or ancestry.
Mitch has been helping me obtain test results from UC Davis and A & M. These tests are not obnoxiously expensive either. Our journey continues as the test results come in.
Join us Monday and learn what you can do if you need/want information on your horses!
Tara McElhinney
VP SJBCH
ELECTION: Please if you are interested in being an officer for the San Juan Back Country Horsemen, please call or email me or
any of the board members. Let us know if you would be willing. Also if you have questions regarding duties of any of these positions again call or email please.
Most of our officers have served 3 years so we need some new blood in our Chapter as far as officers, board members etc.
President Ted Wortman - 3 years needs replaced
Secretary / co- secretary- Kristie Hefling - 3years needs replaced
Secretary/co- secretary - Mary Beth McAuley -3 years needs replaced
Treasurer - Bob Parsons - 3 years needs replaced
SJBCH's Director for the State, Back Country Horsemen of Colorado - Kristie Hefling- wants to be replaced.
So if you are interested yourself, or want to nominate someone or if you have questions please contact one or more of us.
Kristie Hefling ph hm 970-731-1560 cell 402-533-0667
Ted Wortman- REPLY via email or call 760-712-6204
Tara McElhinney - hm 970-264-4211 cell 970-560-3015
Nancy Seay - hm 970-731-1125
Bob Parsons - email LTLMRP@hotmail.com
We are having a POTATO BAR for Monday night’s Pot Luck.
For the POTATO BAR:
Cherryl and Mac McCelvey are donating all the cooked Potatoes!
We need sides: And if you want to bring something not on this list, please feel free to do so.
sour cream, Shredded cheese, melted cheese, GRAVY: Kristie Hefling bringing brown gravy, butter, mushrooms, chopped spinach, cooked meat: sausage, burger, or chicken : Annie Pack is bringing cooked sausage, cooked bacon, green onions chopped
DESSERTS
ICE TEA
6:15 - Pot Luck is Before the General meeting.
The General Meeting starts at 7pm
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SJBCH Members!

I cannot believe it's already fall! Where did my summer riding season go?
The Fall Colors Ride will remain at the Weminuche Trailhead this year. I have ridden several other trails in an attempt to find
another location closer to town; however, I didn't find anything better than our usual location. I was mainly trying to move it
due to the road being very bad in July. Archuleta County Road crews have done a very good job of fixing the road and it is better
than I have ever seen it. So please come join us even if you don't plan to ride!
There will be two trails to choose from: The Weminuche Trail which goes down the river, and the Burl Park loop which goes the
other direction. Both are about 3 hour rides and hopefully we will have a great deal of color again this year.
There will be a potluck again after the rides.
If your last name begins with A-K, please bring a side dish; if your last name begins with L-Z, please bring an
appetizer or a dessert.
SJBCH Members,
Both trails are relatively flat and go through some amazing scenery! Bring your cameras!
WEMINUCHE TRAILHEAD
Where: Williams Creek area
When: Saturday, September 30, 10:00 a.m.
Duration: Approximately 3.0 hours, 7.5 miles.
Directions: From the east, Hwy 160, turn north at Piedra Road (Rd 600) and go about 5 miles. After you pass where North Pagosa Blvd meets Piedra Road, there is a cattleguard and the pavement ends. This is also the Coyote Hill parking lot. From here, it
is approximately 15.5 miles up CR 600 to a "Y" where CR 631 goes to the left and the right fork takes you to William Reservoir.
Go left and the parking area is about 1/4 mile on the left.
From the west, Hwy 160, turn north at Pagosa Blvd and go about 7 miles. Turn left where N Pagosa Blvd meets Piedra Rd, there
is a cattleguard and the pavement ends.
From here, it is approximately 15.5 miles up CR 600 to a "Y" where CR 631 goes to the left and the right fork takes you to William Reservoir. Go left and the parking area is about 1/4 mile on the left.
Parking: We will be competing with hunters again for parking so will park where we can.
Water: Some available on the ride but sometimes boggy to get to. Please bring water and bucket.
Shoes: Ok for barefoot horses.
Elevation change: Mostly flat terrain.
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Randy Senzig and Lee Pierce sawing

Lee Pierce and JoAnn Senzig

Randy Senzig and JoAnn Senzig sawing

Anderson Trail cleared.

We are submitting an article for the BCHA Newsletter with pictures, from the San Juan
Back Country Horsemen, a local chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Colorado. Here
are some photos of the action of cleaning the Anderson Trail near Pagosa Springs.

Two of Seven trees that were cleared
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These photos are out Piedra Rd......as you'll see Poma Ranch upper trail & along the Williams Reservoir.
These ARE MY FAVORITE RIDES In America with the BCH social rides or by myself. I have about 12 years riding this "back yard"
of ours....It's THE BEST.!!!.
Plan "B"...I took my pony to the beach last year and enjoyed many places along the west coast from Moro Bay California to Top
Of Oregon.
See you on the Fall Color ride this year...Gidyupp.
Robyn & Corazón Dulce...my Northern New Mexico "Stang:...
Robyn Love
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SJBCH Calendar 2017
September
18

SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:15 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M. This is the month for officer elections.
Board meeting at 5:15

23

Ranch Sorting Archuleta County Fairgrounds. Register at 9 a.m.

30

SJBCH Fall Colors Ride Weminuche Trailhead

October
16

SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:15 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M. .
Board meeting at 5:15

For Sale
Ken Beck has hay for sale. He is also offering winter boarding. Call 970 903 6051
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These ads are from businesses that have supported our chapter

Located on historic Main Avenue in Durango, Colorado.
171 Suttle Drive Ste A
In Bodo Park 970 247-4007
Durango

The Durango Diner has endured as one of the
town's few landmark eateries. "The Diner" is
well known for their nostalgic no-frills meals,
local buzz, and the Green Chili and Southwest Salsa sold through-out the country
(970) 247-9889
957 Main Ave. Durango, Colorado
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Ask for Chester or Gloria.
Chapter members and friends
Will receive a special rate.
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FIRESIDE CABINS

Along the San Juan River at 1600 E.
Hwy 160 in Pagosa Springs; offer 1 and
2 bedroom cabins, dogs and stock welcome. Owners Guy and Diane Ludwig
are the hosts for the SJBCH summer
party on June 10 again this year.
Tel: 970-264-9204 or 888 264-9204
Email: firesideinn@skywerk.com
Web Site: www.firesidecabins.com

PAGOSA FEED COMPANY

PAGOSA NURSERY

High quality feed for your horse. We carry a full line of
horse supplements including products to put on weight,
probiotics, electrolytes, protein supplements, amino,
psyllium, white salt and horse mineral. We have horse
toys, grooming products and 1st aid along with fly spray,
masks and fly sheets. We carry grazing muzzles, a
full line of Miller horse buckets and water tanks and
slow hay feeders. Come by with any questions or concerns, we would like to help
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