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Director
Greetings, HOG Family!

Our first chapter meeting at the new dealer location went extremely well. Leading up to
the great move there seemed to be more questions than answers. My number one
concern was whether we would have enough room in the new dealership to hold our
chapter meetings. Finally, Melissa, our dealer liaison, told me to rest assured, they would
make room. Wow. Things turned out great. Everybody seemed to pitch in to make it a
success. The dealership staff and our set up committee were phenomenal. There’s just
nothing like teamwork. Thanks, everybody!
As we all know, we are about riding and having fun. Nevertheless, we as a chapter go a
little above and beyond by supporting a couple of charities throughout the year. For the
last five years, our big charity has been our Toy Store Invasion to support Rady Children’s
Hospital. As we did last year, we’d like to open it up to suggestions from you for a charity to support in
2011. The Toy Store Invasion has a lot of history and momentum with the chapter, but we aren’t committed
to it or any other charity. If you have a particular charity that you want us to considering supporting, we’d
like to hear about it. A couple of things, though. If what we would do to support your charity can somehow
be tied to a motorcycle ride, that’s a big, big plus. And if you have someone in mind to spearhead the event
to support your charity, that’s another big, big plus. To suggest a charity, contact the chapter secretary at
secretary@biggshog.com to get on the agenda for the February officers’ meeting. You will have a four
minute time slot to pitch your charity to the officers at the meeting. Details of the meeting are on our Events
Page.
See you on the road !

Don A

January Chapter Meeting

ROAD CAPTAIN
February already! Might have to start buying Christmas presents now. Time flies
when you are having fun and we always have action packed weekends. Our Activities
Committee is great.
In the military air wings we have a saying "check the tires and light the fires". It's all
about the pre-flight check. We should be doing the same. Check those tires prior to
leaving the house. Tire pressure check at least once a month but better if it’s every 2
weeks especially with the big swing in weather temperatures. Look on the ground
below the scooter to see if there are any leaks. Used to be if fluid wasn't dripping from
overhead on the helicopters then it was dry and you are about to crash! Oil or brake
fluid leak on the motorcycle is bad Ju-Ju! And it's already time to start thinking ahead
for Bill's long distance rides. Plan out your maintenance schedule so it isn't last minute.
There is still time to apply for the Road Guard Program. It's a great experience and one of the ways you
can give back to the chapter. If interested, go online under forms and grab the application. Email it to
roadcaptain@biggshog.com or print it and hand it to myself or Bill E.
Until the next ride.

Sam B

100 Ride Pin
Awarded at
January
Chapter
Meeting
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BIGGS HARLEY DAVIDSON
DEALER NEWS
It’s that time again!
Join Biggs for the 2011 Garage Party
Saturday, February 19, 11am - 3pm
It is a tropical affair complete with island sounds and food. Spend the afternoon educating yourself in a
variety of interactive tutorials throughout the dealership. Everyone is welcome, men and women. An all
women’s ride is being hosted by Women in the Wind. Please check www.biggsh-d.com for more
details. Invite your friends for this fun filled event. See you there!
See our flyer in this issue of HOG Express.

STORE HOURS
Monday

Melissa Ralston
General Merchandise Manager
760-481-7300 ext. 121
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Wednesday
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1040 Los Vallecitos Blvd. #113 San Marcos, CA 92069

Biggs
Harley-Davidson
Our North San Diego County dealership
is located in beautiful San Marcos
California and provides the highest
quality sales and service to our
customers.
Being one of the largest Harley facilities
in the state, we have a tremendous
selection of new and used bikes, special
one-of-a-kind custom bikes, and a fleet
of current model year rental bikes for
your enjoyment.
You'll also find a wide choice of motor
apparel from leathers to jewelry to
custom t-shirts for the entire family and
friends.
And if you need to customize or
maintain your bike, we have a very
knowledgeable parts and accessories
staff waiting to help meet your needs.

LADIES OF HARLEY
Thanks to all of you that braved the very chilly weather, for our first LOH Dinner
Ride. About 22 bikes cruised through North County, ending up at BJ’s Brewery in
Carlsbad. We had a yummy meal with great fellowship.
We had another great turn out, the first LOH meeting at the Acapulco Restaurant in San Marcos. Check out the LOH
meeting pictures on the website. Thank you to all attendees, I appreciate your support.
February is here and we’re gonna keep the momentum building. We will be enjoying a “sweet ride” out to Rainbow
Oaks Café for a Valentine Brunch/Lunch on Sunday, Feb.13. You won’t want to miss our LOH Meeting on Wednesday
Feb. 16th at the Acapulco. Our guest speaker will be Randy Twells, with Quick Throttle publication. Not sure if of you
knew, but Randy was one of the first LOH Officers for our chapter. She will be sharing some of her many riding
experiences. As you can see, we’re off to a busy 2011. The dealer will be putting on a Garage Party event on Saturday
Feb 19th. If it’s anything like last year’s…..you don’t want to miss it. And yes guys, you can attend.
LOH Charity for 2011: The Warrior Foundation/Freedom Station
How was it formed? Formed on the air, by founder, Mr. Rick Roberts of KFMB Radio Station, and in partnership
with the San Diego Navy League Council, which gives The Warrior Foundation their status as a 501C3 Foundation.
What is Freedom Station? It will be a short term residence and transitional assistance facility for the wounded and
injured military. Their goal is to open this center during the next 12 months, so that recovering Marines, Navy, and
Army injured can take advantage of job opportunities, counseling, skills training, and time to adjust from the
challenges of their injured and military life to that of productive citizens.
How can you help? I’ve got some Warrior Foundation T-shirts for sale for $10.00. I plan on having them for sale at
our February general meeting. If we happen to run out, I will request more. All proceeds go towards Freedom
Station.
Special Recognition:


Sam B and Hitachi Data Systems SD for donating bags full of items for our wounded warriors.

Another big thank you to the Ned & Melissa N for donating over 33 DVD’s for our warriors.
You guys rock…thanks!
March is going to be just as exciting … be sure and come out and see what we’re up to. I’ve got exciting news … check
out the “facelift” on the LOH link on our website. I hope you like it. I wanted to capture the essence of the lady rider/
passenger.
Ride Free and Ride Strong!

Rosann T
It's never been easier to get on a
Harley-Davidson® motorcycle and
find freedom and adventure on two wheels.
Harley-Davidson’s Roadmap to Riding
will give you the tips, advice and confidence
you need to turn your dream of riding into a
reality. Go to www.harley-davidson.com and
follow the links to the women-riders roadmap.
Then attend the next event with Biggs HOG.

It's your path, your pace. Let's ride.

LONG DISTANCE







Apache Junction, AZ 3/25-28
Zion / Bryce UT

6/3-6

California Coast

7/28-8/1

Kanab UT, North Rim 9/23-26
Santa Maria CA

11/4-7

Hi Folks,
This is shaping up to be a great
year for the Long Distance Trips. All
the trips are booking now after MrPhil
was able to get a great place to stay in
Pacific Grove. The flyers are listed
inside the Members Area of our web
page.
The next Long Distance Trip has
grown so much, I never thought we
would have this much participation. I
still have a waiting list, mostly folks
from other Chapters, but a few of our
own who have waited too long to
book. So far we have 67 rooms, 126
people, and 78 bikes, is this great or
what!!!????
Along with the size, a few problems
and/or changes have come up. On this
trip I am making a cutoff date to sign
up and pay me for the group dinner
and faire tickets. I will continue to
collect money for the dinner and faire
until Saturday night March 19, 2011.
After that date you have to take care
of your own Saturday night dinner arrangements! There will be no exceptions, the resort needs to have a head
count for the dinner, and I have way
too many things to take care of
besides collecting money the week of
the trip let alone collect money the day
we are going.

the suggested rides and not wanting to
ride in a large group to do them. As we
have said before, we encourage all of
you to break up in smaller groups and
explore the rides listed or roads that
you may want to visit not in the packet.
We’re not always able to stop and see
some sights when we have a large
group or stop for photos if there is not
enough room to park all the bikes, so
breaking up into smaller groups is
encouraged. I will lead a ride Sunday
from the resort since we have so many
new folks going on the trip. Those of
you who know me know it will be one
of the longer rides.
There is another item I need to
bring to your attention. Have you ever
read the fine print on the flyers and
packets about cutoff dates on the
page with instructions on how to make
the reservations? In negotiating with
the various hotels we reserve a block
(rack in the trade) of rooms at a
discounted price. Since they are
discounted, if they are not booked by
that cutoff date they revert back to
regular pricing. Most of the time, the
hotels have been very lax in enforcing
this rule. The Lighthouse Lodge on the
Coastal trip is not going to be so
lenient. They have a cutoff date of July
7, 2011. If you have not booked your
room by then, the price goes up from
$95.00 a night to $165.00 a night (with
this savings you could pay your HOG
dues for a year!). I will not be able to
cut any deals after July 7, so please
make your reservations early.

And speaking of making reservations
early, don’t forget the Yuma
Overnighter April 30th. We are joining
our friends from San Diego HOG at La
Fuente Inn and Suites. This is one of
San Diego HOG’s premier rides so
they will have a lot of folks going, and
why not? Not only is there a two hour
Open Bar from 5:00-7:00 pm, there is
a Continental Breakfast Buffet
included in the price of the room which
is just $88.31 for the night. And there
I’ve heard a few folks talking about is also the ever popular Cracker Barrel

for dinner which is only a short walk
away and a chance to spend some fun
times with our friends from San Diego
HOG. Book early or they may be out
of rooms.
Along with the cutoff dates, the trips
have become so popular that booking
is going much better this year than
last. Not only was Apache Junction
sold out more than a month ago, the
other trips are booking fast. If you
think you may want to go on one book now. It’s much easier to give
rooms back than try to get rooms
when they’re gone. And when you do
book a room, please send me the
information asked for in the flyer! If
you just send me an email stating that
you have booked a room, I have to
figure which trip you’ve been on to find
the information to add to the new ride
packet, you can help me immensely
by sending me this each time.
IMPORTANT: Upon booking, please
email me the following information:
Name(s), Cell & Home Phone, Email
I’m so amazed at how you folks have
been participating; it makes the work a
joy to see the excitement you show for
the upcoming trips. In the future issues
I hope to talk more about the specific
trips coming up with some tips on
preparing for them. Please consider
taking the Formation 101 class, we
have so many new members,
members from other Chapters and
yes, even the folks who have been
riding before they could crawl, but
have not ridden with us as a group to
learn our riding culture and how we do
things. It’s well worth the time and
makes the rides more enjoyable for
everyone.
Don’t forget, all the information for
booking rooms for these trips is in the
flyers which are now in the Members
Section. Book your room and send me
the requested information.
Until next month, ride safe and often!

Bill E

SAFETY JIM’S
LONG DISTANCE RIDING SAFETY
With our long distance riding for 2011 about to begin and new riders participating possibly for the first
time, I thought a list of the things to consider would be useful. Realize that our chapter attempts to consider
these in the route plan and the scheduled stops, however, others are only under the control of the individual
rider and passenger. With that in mind, here are some topics for consideration whether riding with the
chapter or on your own long distance trip.


Eliminate all distractions/ irritants!
Key to your ability to fight off distractions and irritants is a well-prepared bike that is set up properly for the rider and
passenger. Long-term comfort while underway is the true secret in how seasoned veterans can safely garner big
mileage. Even minor aggravations (such as an uncomfortable seat) are magnified during a long distance ride, robbing
you of precious energy in the form of stress.


Maintain a good mental attitude!
If you really hate rain, you just may be better off taking a time-out. The same goes for
excessive heat (if possible, try riding at night) or a host of other conditions that can put
you in such a bad mental state that riding is no longer fun (if you are concentrating on
being miserable, you are not concentrating on the road).


Learn how to avoid boredom!
Long rides can mean riding across areas you might not consider prime riding spots. To some riders U.S. 50 across
Nevada is a beautiful ride. To a canyon carver it can be a long, hot boring, dull highway to hell. For times like this,
carrying a music player with your favorite music can prove invaluable. Some of the other tricks are singing out loud or
stocking up your tank bag with a supply of tart candies. A sour lemon drop will shock your senses and keep you going
another twenty miles. This is also why we utilize intermediate stops as a chapter.


Know when to stop!
As soon as you are tempted to close an eye, even for just a second, find the nearest safe place
to pull over for a rest. Other symptoms to watch for: 1) Inability to maintain a constant speed. 2)
Indecision. Can't decide to stop for gas or continue? 3) Can't decide what turn to take? These
are all a result of fatigue. Let the Road Guards know.


Eat healthy food!
Fast foods and a big road trip are a bad combination, but realizing that this is the real world, try these time-proven
combinations: Mornings stick to oatmeal, cereals or one egg with toast. Lunch: light or skipped. Dinner: include a salad
with a light pasta dish. If all else fails, "If you can't eat right at least try and eat light!" Consider having a freshly made
sandwich instead of that grease-dripping Quarter-Pounder.


Carry at least one-half gallon of water!
You don't have to be riding in the desert to listen to this advice. Pushing a broken motorcycle a short distance to get it to
a safe parking place can generate a thirst that cannot be described. Your water supply should be kept in two sources.
One for casual drinking and the other packed away for true emergencies such as breakdowns. Once riders start
carrying water, they will use it. If you drink your emergency supply away, then you will not have it for an emergency. Do
yourself a favor and pack the emergency supply in an area that is inconvenient to get to and save it for when you really
need it. You should use bottled water. Replenish at the gas stops so as not to deplete your onboard supply.

SAFETY JIM’S continued …


Get gas before you need it!
You only have to run out of gas one time, or take a five-mile detour in search of gas to blow the time you saved by not
stopping. When gas is handy, stop and get it. Keep in mind that future gas stops may not have the gas when you get
there. I once ran across an individual in the middle of I-80 in Wyoming without gas. He had decided to push on to the
next stop rather than gas up at his lunch stop. You guessed it, the gas station was out of gas and waiting on a
delivery. He didn’t make it to the next station.


Carry a cellular phone!
They may not work in Death Valley, but you may be surprised at the number of locations they do
work. Thanks to our aggressive farm communities desire to ride the tractor and be able to call mom
at the house, the cellular industry has cell cites in many places that would surprise you. A cell
phone combined with towing insurance can make what was once a trip-ruining event a tolerable
experience.


Join a towing service!
Breakdowns happen and there is nothing like being stuck with no one to turn to for help. HOG Roadside Assistance
Program is an excellent example of what many of our chapter members have used over the years. Some insurance
companies and auto clubs have plans that will tow you out of trouble. Skip the insurance and you can spend hours
burning up the phone looking for a tow company. Pay a little now or pay a lot later in the form of money and wasted
trip time. Ask around the chapter for these stories.

Ride Safe and Ride Smart!

JIM L & JIM W

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY
IS NO ACCIDENT

VOLUNTEERS
A big “THANK YOU”, to all of the volunteers who helped out at the Chapter Meeting in January. This was a new
venue to all of us and everyone did an outstanding job getting the room ready. The set-up crew especially had extra
work bringing the tables and chairs over with just one cart but made it look easy. Again thanks.
We had a lot of V-Pins to award since we did not have a
December Meeting, congratulations to all of you, your hard
work is very much appreciated. Remember for each 10
times you volunteer you get a V-10 pin. Points are carried
forward from year to year so you never lose them. Each
time you get a new V-Pin remember to turn in your old pin
as we save the Chapter money by recycling them. Stop by
the table and sign up to volunteer, you will have a great time
and meet new people and earn a point towards your V-Pin.
Want to volunteer and forgot to sign up just drop us an email
at volunteers@biggshog.com and we will get you on a list.
Again thanks! Your Volunteer Coordinators,

Tom, Debi & Michelle M

V-Pin Awards at January Chapter Meeting

A LIL’ MORE FROM THE SAFETY JIM’S
‘TCLOCK’
On Chapter rides, Road Guards are trained to look at each others bikes and at members bikes. While it
remains your responsibility to check your bike before rides, sometimes things happen - you’re in a hurry,
running a little late, whatever, it happens and you don’t check your bike before a ride. No matter, but
don’t be surprised if a Road Guard comes up and points out something that looks suspicious. You may
be asked to not participate in the ride until you repair your bike; this is done for your safety, as well as
your fellow riders.
We use a simple method for checking out our bikes. This is the “TCLOCK” and here’s how it works:
T = TIRES & WHEELS
C = CONTROLS
L = LIGHTS
O = OIL
C = CHASSIS
K = KICKSTAND
T - Tires & Wheels
Tread depth, wear, bulges or imperfections. Air pressure. Check the bike while it is cold and follow
manufacturer’s guidelines. Check rims and spokes, and look for any oil leaks from bearings or seals.
C - Controls
Broken or bent levers. Cables: look for kinks or fraying, no interferences. Hoses: check for leaks, bulges,
chafing or fray marks - absolutely no deterioration! Brake and throttle cables must move freely, no kinks!
L - Lights
Headlamp, brake lights, and running lights must all be working!! Check battery, lenses, wiring (no worn or
broken insulation), and also correct aim and height.
O - Oil
All oils must be in the safe zone; top off before long distance rides. Check gaskets, seals, hoses, and
don’t forget brake cylinders. Check fuel lines too.
C - Chassis
Check the condition of your frame, look for cracks and gray marks. A good way to detect these is to look
for cracks in the paint. Have your dealer inspect your bike if you suspect a crack. Front forks should
operate smoothly; look for leaks and have your mechanic check your head bearings. Shocks (air or oil) smooth travel, look for leaks, do they hold pressure? Drive belt - no cracks and proper tension, and don’t
forget to look at your sprockets.
K - Kickstand
Check for cracks, and stand must not be bent. Springs must be in good condition with enough tension to
firmly hold kickstand.

Now just print the next 2 pages and be ready for your next TCLOCK inspection

continued

MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

Let’s make 2011 another great year for our HOG Chapter. With your help we can get our renewals done in a
timely manner. It just takes a few steps.

 Renew your National H.O.G. membership, if due.
 Fill out the membership enrollment form.

Each member must fill out a form.

 Go to BiggsHOG.com, select the forms page, and print.
 Enclose your check or cash for $20. (Make your check payable to Biggs H.O.G.)
 PayPal is also available. You then receive notice your dues were paid via PayPal.
If you pay by PayPal please go to the Biggs HOG web page and fill in the BCNSDC H.O.G.
Membership Enrollment Form located in the Forms tab, write “PayPal” in the “LOCAL DUES PAID”
BLOCK OF THE ENROLLMENT FORM. Send your completed and signed form to:
Biggs H.O.G.
Attn: Renewals
PO Box 610
San Marcos, CA 92079-0610
You can also bring your completed form and payment to the next meeting.
Once renewed, you will receive your membership card along with your new 2011 computer password for the
Member’s section of our website. Only renewed members will receive the new password. Members who
have not renewed their membership by the February meeting will be dropped from our roster and e-mail
blasts. Please contact me at Membership@BiggsHOG.com if you have any questions.
A very special thanks to the 240 members who have already renewed for 2011.
I heard this the other day “Joining a club where you show up once per month equals doubling your income in
happiness” - that sure is true for our chapter! Let’s make it a record year!!!

Pat L

New
members
welcomed
at our
January
Chapter
Meeting

Check for most
current calendar
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES

FEBRUARY 2011
Wed 2 Officers Meeting (Invitation)
6PM to eat, 7:00 PM Meeting Picket Fence, Vista CA
Thurs 3 Weekday Ride (Feather Pin)
9 AM Biggs H-D
Sat 5 Ride to Griffith Park (Feather Pin)
8:30 AM Biggs H-D
Ride to Griffith Park in LA. Enjoy the views from the Observatory and the other attractions at the park. Freeway
ride
Sun 6 - Super Bowl Sunday (FYI)
Sun 6 - Five Guys Ride (Feather Pin)
9 AM Starbucks
Ride to Temecula to 5 Guys Restaurant. Back Country,
Medium distance
Sun 6 - Breakfast Fundraiser for Warrior Foundation
(FYI) 7 AM - 11:30 AM Julian American Legion Hall.
$7.00 Donation, proceeds benefit Warrior Foundation
Fri 11 - Chapter Meeting (Chapter Event)
7 PM at Biggs H-D
Arrive early to socialize. Take this opportunity to renew
your chapter Membership

Call our 24 Hour
Ride Line
(760) 736736-2920

Wed 16 - Weekday Ride (Feather Pin)
9 AM Biggs H-D
Wed 16 - LOH Meeting (Chapter Event)
6 PM Meal, 7 PM Meeting at Acapulco’s,
San Marcos Restaurant Row
Sat 19 - Biggs Garage Party (Dealer Event)
11 AM - 3 PM Biggs H-D
See flyer for details
Sun 20 - Flying Bridge Ride (Feather Pin)
10 AM Biggs H-D
Coastal ride to the Flying Bridge Restaurant
Medium Distance
Tues 22 - Road Guard Meeting RGIT #1 (Invitation)
6 PM to eat, Meeting 7- 9 PM Bobby's
Sat 26 – TBD (Feather Pin)
New ride to be planned
Details in an E-Blast
Sun 27 - Three Wire Ride (Feather Pin)
10 AM Biggs H-D
Ride to the Leatherneck Museum at MCAS Miramar
Mon 28 - Activities Committee Meeting (Invitation)
6 PM - 8:30 PM Meal & Meeting at Coyote Cafe

Sat 12 - Formation 101 (Chapter Event)
8:30 AM Biggs H-D
Come learn how we ride as a group. If you haven't been
in a while, come refresh your knowledge. Coffee and
doughnuts. Members receive a Rider Pin for attending.
Sat 12 - Get Acquainted Ride (Feather Pin)
10:15 AM Biggs H-D
After Formation 101, put your knowledge to work during
our most popular ride and then eat lunch with your HOG
family. Destination: Someplace to eat!
Sun 13 - LOH Valentine Brunch Ride (Feather Pin)
10 AM Biggs H-D
Valentines Brunch at Rainbow Oaks Café
Mon 14 - Valentines Day (FYI)

Follow these directions for a printable current month
calendar, suitable for your fridge or framing.
Go to our HOG website: www.biggshog.com, click on Events, go to
the top of the page, under the header
Calendar of Events for 2011, see HOG Calendar PDF Click on it. Voila!

Please support our advertisers
Advertise your business
for only $20 per month
and help support our
Biggs HOG Chapter too.

H.O.G. Member

Your ad in HOG Express will be seen
online by our members & their family.
HOG Express is printed and available
at Biggs H-D Dealership in San Marcos.
Many thanks to our advertisers!

Ride to Mary’s Diner

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest
Depending on patch size most are $2 to $4

Send us your articles
for HOG Express!
Tell us about that
awesome ride. We want to
hear your ‘wows’ and
your ‘uh-ohs’.
Plus each year we award an
ARTICLE OF THE YEAR.
Our 2010 winner was Dave Y,
and OC Pat won in 2009. Who
will win the award in 2011?
Send in your articles to the
Editor by the 20th of any
month for the next month’s
edition. Start writing!
Articles will print subject to approval
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